
Published each Thursday
17141 Vashon Hwy SW, Suite B, Vashon Island, WA  98070

206-463-9195 • Fax 206-673-8288 • www.vashonbeachcomber.com

Rudi Alcott, Vice President
ralcott@soundpublishing.com

Daralyn Anderson, Publisher
publisher@vashonbeachcomber.com

Paul Rowley, Reporter
prowley@vashonbeachcomber.com

Elizabeth Shepherd, Reporter
arts@vashonbeachcomber.com

Patricia Seaman, Admin. Coordinator
admin@vashonbeachcomber.com

Circulation/Distribution:
circulation@vashonbeachcomber.com

Identification statement
Vashon-Maury Island Beachcomber, 17141 Vashon Hwy SW, Suite B, Vashon Island, 
WA  98070; (USPS No. 657-060) is published every Wednesday by Sound Publishing, Inc. 
Corporate headquarters: 19351 8th Ave. NE, Suite 106, Poulsbo, WA  98370-8710. Please do 
not send press releases to this address.

Subscription rates
$60 per year for on-island motor route delivery. Off island, in the continental U.S.: $80 per 
year. POSTMASTER: Send changes of address to Beachcomber, P.O. Box 447, Vashon Island, 
WA  98070.

Opinion
6    |    VASHON-MAURY ISLAND BEACHCOMBER    |    WWW.VASHONBEACHCOMBER.COM    |    THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2020

EDITORIAL

The Vashon Island School Board is discuss-
ing some significant matters at its bi-monthly 
meetings – issues, frankly, that could have life 

and death consequences for local children, families 
and teachers. 

As community members, we all have a right and 
responsibility to pay attention, and many are. School 
board meetings are well-attended these days; many 
parents are Zooming into the meetings.

But the world of Zoom — while making it easier to 
“attend” meetings — is also extremely challenging. 
It’s a strange and disembodied platform, a difficult 
way to participate in civic life, and it requires our 
elected officials to run tight, efficient and focused 
meetings.

Unfortunately, recent school board Zoom sessions 
presided over by board Chair Rheagan Sparks have 
been anything but brisk.

The Oct. 8 meeting was scheduled to last for 90 
minutes. Instead, it stretched to almost twice that 
long.

It took more than an hour, after the start of the 
meeting, for the board to get to the most urgent 
matter at hand — Superintendent Slade McSheehy’s 
plan to re-open schools for in-person learning, 
possibly as soon as Nov. 9.

To be fair, there were many other substantive 
issues on the agenda, but some of them, at least, 
could have been held for another time. The transi-
tion to in-person school is a complex subject, and it 
needed to take precedence at the meeting.

Centering this topic would have also given the 
board more time to fully discuss the many safety 
implications at play in hybrid learning, a long list of 
which were brought up in a public comment to the 
board by a community member, Barbara Gayle.

As it turns out, many of these issues have been 
addressed in a 19-page COVID-19 safety handbook 
developed by the district, but the discussion of this 
important document was mostly focused on prais-
ing the team that had created it – as part of a round 
of over-the-top thank-yous that have become a tire-
some and repeated ritual for the board.

At the start of the meeting, McSheehy and 
board members took almost 20 minutes to deliver 
comments that were in large part a litany of plau-
dits for preschool teachers and principals in the 
district, as well as new student board representatives, 
district partners and funders of specific programs. 
McSheehy also extended accolades to the board 
itself.

Gratitude is great, and it is only right to recog-
nize all those — especially VISD teachers and staff 
members — who are indeed working very hard these 
days under very challenging conditions.

But the core mission of the elected school board 
— oversight of the decisions of its well-paid admin-
istration, analysis of how public funds are being 
spent, and most importantly ensuring that no child 
is left behind by the district — sometimes seem to be 
drowned out by this too congratulatory, cheerlead-
ing ethos.

A board retreat is planned for next week, and at 
this retreat, we urge the members to spend some 
time examining their culture and to make a pact to 
try to keep the meetings running on schedule, with-
out repeatedly telling the public what a great job 
everyone is doing.

We already know that and appreciate it. But if 
2020 has taught us anything, it’s that everything isn’t 
always great. Stuff doesn’t always work out like you 
thought it might. And even if you’re doing great, what 
you really should be focused on is doing better.

If the board and administration can both better 
watch the clock and shift to a more rigorous tone in 
their public discourse, we’ll thank them, profusely.

More than ever, 
school board needs to 
hold focused meetings

Steffon Moody Artwork
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What Patriotism is To Me
Change is Patriotic.
Progress is Patriotic.
When my house needs repair, I fix it BECAUSE I love it.
I love my country. I love the principles of equal oppor-

tunity and equality under the law, not just for my family of 
English descent, but for all people. These, for me, are the 
foundations of my country, and if these are failing, I will 
work to fix them.

I love the principle of one vote for every citizen. Every 
citizen gets one vote, no one votes twice, and every vote is 
counted. I will not support a government that puts our vote 
in jeopardy.

We the people have the power to stand by these prin-
ciples and make them a reality for everyone. This is 
Patriotism.

— Suzanna Leigh

Moderate Majority?
I enjoyed reading the thoughtful and reasonable “Moder-

ate Majority” by Phil Chapman in last week’s paper.
The problem I find with Mr. Chapman’s position is that 

unfortunately, “Moderate” simply does not represent the 
Democrat party or its Presidential ticket.

The Washington Examiner reported on Oct. 10 that 
though the country at large is very opposed to Socialism 

(83% of Republicans, 56% of Independents) a whopping 
77% of Democrat’s favor it. Moderate Democrats have lost 
primaries to progressives and Alexandria Ocasio Cortez-
backed Socialist Democrats. Kamala Harris is rated as the 
most liberal Senator in the Senate, and let’s face it, she 
would likely become our President if the Biden/Harris ticket 
prevails. (Average male life expectancy is 76.1 years, and 
Biden will be 78.2).

The Democrat ticket will not answer the question about 
stacking the Supreme Court, which one must believe is 
due to its unpopularity. Same for the electoral college. But 
Kamala and leading democrats have voiced that “Nothing 
is off the table.” For those of us that think that our founders 
were brilliant in the way that they structured the three sepa-
rate but equal branches of Government, this is not moder-
ate, and it scares the hell out of us.

Like Mr. Chapman, I too view myself as a “Moderate”, but 
I find myself completely opposed to almost every Democrat 
platform and its undeniable move to the extreme left.

I too would like to see a return to the days when both 
parties though adversaries at times, worked cooperatively 
and civilly to make America better. We must do better than 
have choices like Trump and Biden to be sure, but if you 
are truly a moderate in favor of Capitalism, the Constitu-
tion, individual rights, there is no question, warts and all the 
Republicans and Trump are far closer to that position.

— Andrew Amstrup

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Because we’re still in 
a pandemic, facing 
a global virus that’s 

affecting our entire lives 
and businesses negatively, 
we need good news about 
disease eradication.

Poliovirus is very nearly 
eradicated (eradication 
means no traces of polio-
virus in sewer systems for 
three years) with limited 
cases only in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan in 2020. In the midst 
of this pandemic, in August, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
declared that all 47 countries of 
Africa are polio-free!

Vashon Rotary Club invites 
all islanders, from three to 
100 years old, to walk to end 
Polio, over the weekend of 
Friday, Oct. 23 and Saturday, 
Oct. 24. Walk any distance, 
anywhere you live, with three 
to five people in a group. But 
walk masked, or six feet apart 
for safety, and only during 
the best weather condi-
tions. Walkers donate $10 
each, and/or get sponsors 

for $10 more. Ask your neighbors to 
sponsor you, and donate online at 
VashonRotary.org, or send a check 
to Amy Huggins, President, 8605 SW 
Dilworth Rd., Vashon, WA 98070.

Poliovirus is spread from person to 
person, typically through contami-
nated water. It’s highly infectious, 
usually affecting children age five 
and under, by attacking the nervous 
system and leading to paralysis. 
There is no cure, but there is a highly 
effective vaccine — just what we’re 
looking for to treat the coronavirus — 
one which Rotary and our worldwide 
partners have used to immunize over 
2.5 billion children worldwide since 
1988.

In 1988, there were 325,000 cases 
in 125 countries every year. This is 
many more cases than coronavirus 

Walk to help end a different deadly virus

AMY 
HUGGINS

Layered on top of the COVID-
19 threat, many of us have 
worries about social justice 

issues, economic concerns and elec-
tion concerns. One way we ordinar-
ily deal with these issues is to get 
together with close friends and family 
members and discuss, listen and 
share our concerns. But, during this 
pandemic, we can’t do those things. 

Social isolation helps us preserve 
our physical health but it is not so 
good for our mental health. With so 
many new electronic ways to connect 
with each other, one might think we 
are more socially connected than ever 
before. However, nothing can take the 
place of real connection. being able to 
meet someone in person, shake their 
hand or give them a hug, and sit down 
for a cup of coffee. 

The New York Times recently 
reported that 38% of seniors felt 
lonely during the week, even before 
COVID. Now, in these COVID times, 
that number has nearly doubled to 
72%. So we are feeling more lonely 
than ever. And no one is exempt: 
loneliness affects all ages, genders, 

occupations, and economic 
levels.

But while we can’t offer 
in-person connection at this 
time, we can facilitate groups, 
via Zoom or by phone, that 
allow for deep and authentic 
connection and conversation. 
And Vashon’s Community 
Care Team (CCT) is now doing 
just that.

Talks for seniors, facili-
tated by Wren Hudgins and 
Barry Grosskopf

The Community Care Team (CCT) 
of Vashon, a unit of the Medical 
Reserve Corps and VashonBePre-
pared, offers connection groups so 
that neighbors can connect with 
neighbors. There will be two facili-
tated groups for seniors, one utilizing 
Zoom and the other utilizing the tele-
phone. Anyone is welcome for these 
drop-in groups and no commitment 
of any kind is required. Groups will be 
small, perhaps four to eight people. 
To learn more or express interest in 
participating in one of these groups, 
email vashoncct@gmail.com or call 

the CCT Helpline from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. at 206-701-0694 and 
leave a message with your 
contact information.

Someone will call you back.
Talks for parents and 

guardians, facilitated by 
Peggy Rubens-Ellis and 
Carol Ellis

Parents of school-aged kids 
make up another potentially 
struggling population. Many 
in this group are already busy 
working from home or looking 

for work and now they have become 
homeschool teachers as well. Teach-
ing is demanding and not every 
parent has those skills. Consequently, 
the Vashon CCT has organized a 
drop-in group for parents to vent or 
ask for advice.

The group meets from 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. on Thursdays, on Zoom. Discus-
sions are confidential unless there 
is a danger to a child. The confiden-
tiality allows safety in the discus-
sion. The philosophy is that there is 

Cope with challenges in groups for parents and seniors

PEGGY 
RUBENS-

ELLIS
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