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Musings – on the editor’s mind
– ken stern

From the editor —

Week t hree a nd t he 
wait h as just b egun

• OBITUARY •
TE RRE N C E  L E E  B O B B

“M ak ah”
Terrence Lee “Makah” Bobb 

passed away March 28, 2020 at 
Providence Regional Medical 
Center. Terry was born on Sep-
tember 1, 1948 in Mt. Vernon, 
WA, to Leonard and Rachel 
Bobb. Terry was raised on the 
Swinomish Reservation, attended 
the La Conner Schools and grad-
uated Class of  1967. Af ter high 
school Terry moved to Tacoma, 
WA to attend vocational welding 
school along with other Swinom-
ish young men. His fi rst employ-
er was Pacifi c Car and Foundry 
in Tacoma, WA. H e also worked 
f or Skagit County Department of  
Transportation-Road Construc-
tion Division. Terry was a com-
mercial fi sherman; he spent many 
years on the Salish Sea with his 
brothers and good f riends. 

Throughout his lif etime Terry 
played sports. H e was an out-
standing basketball player and 
traveled across the native coun-
try playing in tournaments. H e 
also enjoyed playing sof tball 
and baseball. In his later years 
he loved to shoot pool. Makah 
also had a great passion f or mo-
torcycles. H e loved to ride and 
shared this expe rience with his 
children. One thing Makah was 
f amous f or was “joy riding”. H e 
loved to “borrow” cars. If  you 
lef t your keys in the ignition and 
you came out to fi nd your car was 
gone, chances were Makah went 
f or a ride. H e always made sure 
to bring the vehicle back once the 
tank was empty. Not only did he 
“borrow” cars but pretty much 
anything he could drive; Boats, 
tractors, bikes, etc.” . 

Terry was a unique man with 
a kind heart and a smile f or ev-
eryone. H e had a sense of  humor 
and loved to joke and tease. Terry 
will be missed by his f amily and 
friends; but there is peace know-
ing that he no longer suff ers. 

Terry was preceded in death by 
his parents, Leonard and Rachel 
Bobb; siblings Loretta, Lee and 
Lonnie Bobb; granddaughter, Ra-
chel Bobb. 

Terry is survived by his sister, 
Sharon Bobb Berntsen ( Bob) , 
brother Billy Bobb; children, Tra-
cy James ( Bruce) , James Bobb 
Sr. ( Sandy) , Brenda Williams 
( Ron)  and nephew, Max Stif -
farm; grandchildren, Kyle Bailey 
( Olivia) , Raven Edwards, Siomi, 
Alexi s and James Bobb Jr., Ki-
ana, Ronald and Masen Williams, 
Alyssa and Lauren Stiff arm; 
great grandchildren, Kaylee and 
Brooklyn Bailey, Greyson and 
Roland Edwards. 

Makah’s f amily will plan a me-
morial service f or him at a later 
date. You may off er your con-
dolences and share memories of  
Makah with his f amily online at 
www.ke rnf uneralhome.c om.

Arrangements are under the 
care of Kern Funeral Home.

The White H ouse
Dear Mr. P resident: 

Congratulations on your deci-
sion to ex tend your national so-
cial distancing directive through 
April. The strength you displayed 
in changing your mind is admi-
rable. It is a wonderous show 
of  courage, that you are large 
enough to ref ute your earlier 
words, your hope that churches 
would be packed on Easter.

I write as one who has ques-
tioned and even criticiz ed actions 
of  your presidency. But your di-
rective opened my eyes to your 
path to reelection. I, too, love my 
country, and, like you, f ear f or its 
f uture, and want the same goal: 
the total def eat and elimination of  
the scourge of  the coronavirus.

Your re-election, Mr. President, 
lies in unif ying with the several 
governors on the f ront lines of  
the battle, especially Michigan. 
The coronavirus must be def eated 
immediately. Find your allies in 
these Democrats. The enemy of  
your enemy must be your f riend. 
Gain a double victory by disarm-
ing these dogs nipping at your 
heels. Bury them with a fl ood of 
masks, gowns and gloves. Crush 
them with truckloads of  ventila-
tors.

Your f ast action in this direc-
tion will be a blitz krieg. You will 
have the element of  total sur-
prise. Whether Inslee is a snake 
or Michigan Governor Whitmer a 
half wit is not a debate you need 
to win. 

Instead, insist that they help 
you staff  the frontlines, that they 
work as hard and long and tire-
lessly as you in removing the 
coronavirus f rom our shores.

Chase the governor of  Louisi-
ana into the sea by fl ooding his 
state with medical supplies.

This reversal f rom scattered, 
disjointed responses will create  
an advantage vaulting you into a 
campaign lead you will never re-
linquish.

That you are snatching victory 
f rom the jaws of  def eat will be a 
win of  historic proportions. It will 
be icing on the cake. Your jujitsu 
move will have you going down 
in history.

This is no April Fools wish. 
This is your possibility.

I am on your side.

Steady as she goes. I n the old days,  before planes or even 
cars,  the metaphor for the nation was Ship of State. I s it smooth 
sailing? Are we battered by high winds and storms? Are there 
clouds on the horizo n? Can we get over the ( sand)  bar? Are 
we on course? N ever fear,  the Captain’ s steady hand is on the 
helm. The Captain will guide us into port.

As a nation,  we have always embraced the myth of a strong 
leader,  whether that was G eneral Washington or G eneral Custer. 

rom the  rst landings in irginia and assachusetts we have 
always pushed forward. Ohio was only the  rst Northwest Terri-
tory. The Appalachians were only the  rst mountains our white 
forefathers crossed and the Oregon Trail only the last route to 
the aci  c. Always we have been on the move, making prog-
ress. We get things done.

Patience has not been the path to success,  nor held up as 
a national virtue. We are the people that get things done. We 
act. N ow,  suddenly,  the trail we have to blaze  to good health,  
our path to our neighbors’  and our own literal survival,  is to do 
nothing. And we are to do it alone,  gathering only with family 
members. With all others it is keeping a respectful si  feet apart. 
Social distancing is now in our vocabulary and practiced by ev-
ery one of us.

The hardest thing is to wait, as e pectant moms about to deliv-
er and dads waiting at their sides know. While of a set duration, 
Christmas Eve is the longest night of the year.

How much is your health worth? And your parents in their care 
facility? Or a spouse or sibling’s whether at Boeing or a class-
room or restaurant or a warehouse? If any of those workplaces 
– or a church –  lls and one person, asymptomatic with the coro-
navirus,  is present,  acting themselves,  hurrying to be healthy,  
neither the economy nor any community will bounce back, be 
open anytime soon for business.

Children do not like it but they learn to follow family rules and 
wait to open their presents. B osses and politicians,  counting 
pennies, watching the clock, want their coff ers  lled, their em-
ployees producing,  customers buying,  votes cast for them. They 
cannot always get their way. They cannot now.

The e perts keep insisting the strength of the underlying econ-
omy is sound.

We can aff ord to wait, to keep our distances even for the 
months it will probably take for the coronavirus to move through 
this nation,  50 states from sea to shining sea. Only by being 
in lockstep, staying locked down, can we rid ourselves of this 
scourge. And it will be months. Will it go to the year’s end? Be-
yond?

We talk of our national character. This is another test of it, 
trying us like never before.

Leadership that holds our hand,  guratively, that coos sooth-
ing words of patience and perseverance, is needed at every lev-
el,  from the town hall,  to the statehouse to the White House.

G ood things come to those who wait is the old cliché . I t is our 
time to wait.

Indeed, along with our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred hon-
or,  our health,  and therefore our very futures,  depend on our 
e uisitely successfully waiting.

B y S tate L egislative  L ead ership
These past f ew weeks have 

been diffi  cult and emotional 
f or people across our state. Our 
strength is being tested as we f ace 
the biggest public health crisis in 
more than a century.

It’s easy to f eel overwhelmed 
by the health and economic im-
pacts caused by the spread of  
COVID-19, but we are inspired 
by the united show of  resiliency 
and responsibility by our f ellow 
Washingtonians.

That resilience is seen in our 
state’s doctors, nurses, public 
health offi  cials, fi rst responders 
and scientists working around 
the clock to keep us saf e. We also 
owe a debt of  gratitude to the peo-
ple who work in grocery stores, 
sanitation, truck drivers and other 
Washingtonians doing their best 
to help our state maintain access 
to essential goods and services.

We also grieve with the f ami-
lies that have lost loved ones and 
stand alongside Washingtonians 
battling this virus.

All of  us must do our part to 
protect the health of  our neigh-
bors, coworkers and f riends. The 
most eff ective thing that can be 
done to avoid spreading the virus 
is something each of  us has with-
in our power: do not congregate, 
stay six f eet f rom anyone nearby 
and wash our hands of ten. What 
we do in the coming days and 
weeks could save our lives and 

the lives of  others.
Following these guidelines and 

other local, state and f ederal or-
ders is critical and will help fl at-
ten the curve of  inf ections.

We are strongly encouraged 
that f rom the legislative to the 
exe cutive branch, there has been 
unity in purpose that knows no 
partisan bounds. We are gratef ul 
f or the initiative to keep us saf e 
taken by the governor, the De-
partment of  H ealth and the Emer-
gency Management Division.

We are proud of  the bipartisan 
steps the Legislature has taken to 
address this outbreak and remain 
ready to support this united eff ort 
in any way we can.

There is no way to overstate the 
health and economic challenges 
f acing our state and our nation. 
The weeks and months to come 
will test our will, our values and 
our courage.

But we can do this.
Washingtonians are smart, kind 

and tough. We will emerge f rom 
this challenge more united than 
ever, prepared to build an even 
stronger Washington.

Standing together with every 
Washingtonian,

M aj ority L eader Andy Billig 
( D- Spok ane)  Speak er L aurie 
J ink ins ( D- T acoma)

Senate R epubl ican L eader 
M ark  Schoesler ( R - R itzville)  
House R epubl ican L eader J T  Wil-
cox  ( R - Y elm)

An open letter to the
people of Washington

B y K en S tern
The U .S . Navy will conduct 

real-time noise monitoring of  air-
craft-in-fl ight at Naval Air Station 
( NAS)  Whidbey Island, WA and 
at NAS Lemoore, CA in 2020, as 
required by the National Def ense 
Authorization Act for fi scal year 
2020. Reports will be submitted 
to the congressional def ense com-
mittees by December 1. Moni-
toring will continue through the 
summer of  2021.

As required, monitoring will 
use American National Standards 
Institute ( ANSI) / Acoustical So-
ciety of  America guidance. The 
Navy reports it will place at least 
10 Sound Level Meters ( SLM)  at 
pre-determined locations “along 
and in the vicinity of fl ight paths  
as directed by the NDAA. Local 
elected offi  cials and federal agen-
cies will be consulted when SLM 
monitoring locations are set to 
ensure community concerns are 
addressed by the noise monitor-
ing eff ort. 

The Navy does not plan to con-
duct public meetings, however.

The Sound Def ense Alliance, 
a coalition of  organiz ations com-
prising thousands of  members 
f rom northwest Washington and 
across the nation, worked with 
Washington’s U .S . Senators 
and Puget Sound Congressional 
Representatives, including Rick 
Larsen ( D-Everett) , and state of -
fi cials to gain the monitoring re-
quirements af ter the Navy used a 
computer model that averaged the 
sound of  the jets over time, thus 
misrepresenting the actual eff ects 
of  Growler jets overhead. In 2018 
the Navy terminated consultation 

toward an agreement with local, 
state and tribal governments, 
agencies and citiz ens groups.

Rep. Larsen, in an email, wrote, 
“I am happy to see the Navy will 
conduct real-time sound monitor-
ing at Naval Air Station Whid-
bey Island. I worked with H ouse 
Armed Services Committee Chair 
Adam Smith and Senator Maria 
Cantwell to include language in 
last year’s def ense authoriz ation 
bill to require this testing.”

In a press release SDA writes 
“We appreciate the Navy’s desire 
to ‘ make sure ( its)  noise monitor-
ing eff ort is comprehensive and 
that the data collected meets the 
intent of  Congress and local con-
cerns.’  To accomplish that goal 
SDA requests a seat at the table 
with the Navy to ensure local 
concerns are represented in the 
process and end result.”

The SDA notes that the raw 
data will be available to the pub-
lic f or analysis and thanks “our 
f ederal legislators again f or mak-
ing sure this was mandated.”

For more information: Sound-
Def enseAlliance.or g.

Noise monitoring planned
for Navy Growlers

“You can quote me on this,” he 
said. “When it comes to self -iso-
lation, there’s no more unim-
peachable source than me. It has 
its merits. Especially now with 
the spread of  the coronavirus.”

H is message delivered, Darrell 
retreated hastily into Pioneer Park 
and was out of  sight within mo-
ments.

Damski, though, was able 
to catch a quick photo of  Dar-
rell with his La Conner Weekly 
News-issued 007 s py camera.

The hulking f orest giant ap-
pears to have aged little since last 
seen – perhaps a result of  his ac-
tive, outdoor lif estyle.

Being retired might help, too.
Darrell said he no longer works 

remotely f or the National Enquir-
er alongside Elvis and Jimmy 
Hoff a.

Bigfoot . . .
( Continued from Page 1 )
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E ditorial –  

Their impeachment
and our Constitution

TI M O TH Y  L E E  F I S H E R
Timothy Lee F isher, born 

March 7 , 196 6  in Anaheim, Cal-
if ornia passed away in his home 
in Sedro Woolley, on January 13 , 
2020.

Tim spent most of  his lif e in 
Southern Calif ornia and Las Ve-
gas.

H e spent most of  his lif e being 
a creative soul and trying his hand 
by opening several business-
es f rom landscaping, retail gif t 
shops and fl ipping houses.

H e moved to Skagit Valley in 
2016  with his partner Pat Ball 
and they opened The Slider Caf e 
when he f ell in love with La Con-
ner.

H e was happiest meeting and 
taking care of  many guests that 
with his wit, charm and snarky-
ness, turned them into regulars 
and f riends.

H e is loved and will be missed 
by many.  RIP Tim.

B O Y D  W .  Z I M M E RM A N
Boyd W.  Z immerman passed 

away Saturday, January 11, 2020 
at home surrounded by his f ami-
ly.  H e was born in Noonan, North 
Dakota to Edgar and Stella ( Kjos)  
Z immerman on October 14 , 
193 0.  The f amily moved to La 
Conner in 193 6 .  Boyd graduated 
f rom La Conner H igh School in 
194 9.  Shortly af ter graduation he 
married Donna Green, in 195 1.  
They were married f or six ty-eight 
years.  Donna preceded him in 
death in 2019.

Boyd began working at Z im-
merman’s Service Station in 
194 9.  H e worked with his Dad 
until his Dad retired, at which 
time he purchased the station in 
196 6  and worked until his retire-
ment in 1992.

Boyd is survived by his two 
children, Bob and wif e Joni Z im-
merman of  Mount Vernon and 
Susan H arris and husband Don 
of  Shelton, WA.  Boyd is also sur-
vived by f our grandchildren and 
f our great grandchildren; Brad-
ley Z immerman, wif e Candace 
and daughter, Madison; Marcie 
Roland, husband, Brandon and 
daughters, Payton and Anorah; 
Shannon Olivas and husband, 
Tony and son, Alijah; and Craig 
Z immerman and wif e, Amy.  Boyd 
loved his grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.  H e loved to have 
them come visit and always had 
a piece of  candy ready f or them.

Boyd enjoyed gardening, crab-
bing, and clam digging.  H e also 
enjoyed f eeding and watching the 
birds, which was his f avorite pas-
time in his later years.

Boyd was a member of  the La 
Conner Volunteer F ire Depart-
ment f or thirty years and served 
as the chief  f rom 196 2-196 9.

A f amily celebration of  his lif e 
will be held at a later date.

Memorials in memory of  Boyd 
may be made to the La Conner 
Volunteer F iremen’s Association, 
P. O.  Box  4 00, La Conner, WA 
9825 7  or H ospice of  the North-
west, 227  F reew ay Drive, Suite 
A, Mount Vernon, WA 9827 3 .

You may off er your condolenc-
es and share memories of  Boyd’s 
f amily online at www. kernf uner-
alhome. com.

Arrangements are under the 
care of  Kern F uneral home of  
Mount Vernon.

B y  B rian C lad oosb y
Dear F riends and Neighbors –
I am pleased to be able to share a f ew thoughts about the 

current activities of  the Swinomish Tribe.
Swinomish has grown in the past 20 years f rom approx i-

mately 5 00 to 1,000 tribal citiz ens.  Our governing body, the 
Swinomish Senate, continues to be committed to improving 
the lives and well-being of  our tribal members by providing 
the very best governmental services we can, including health 
and social programs, aff ordable housing, fi nancial services, 
cultural programs, education ( f rom early childhood through 
higher education) , job placement, economic development, 
environmental programs and natural resource protection.  Our 
economic ventures support much of  this work, while the jobs 
we create make us one of  the largest employers in the Skagit 
Valley.

At this time, I want to f ocus on just one area of  consid-
erable attention f or the Swinomish Tribe in 2020: housing.  
Like other governments, Swinomish continues to invest in 
housing options f or our growing population.  F or over 4 5  years 
f ederal government housing programs required materials and 
architectural designs that do not fi t our environmental condi-
tions or way of  lif e.  F or instance, a f ew years ago our tribal 
environmental air program discovered that much of  our tribal 
housing had a serious black mold problem, causing dangerous 
health conditions f or our community members.  Our Senators 
responded quickly to ensure the health of  our citiz ens.

With the growth of  our community and limitations on 
federal funding, we have had to take it upon ourselves to fi ll 
the housing needs of  our tribal community.  We built necessary 
inf rastructure and assessed our diverse housing needs.  Over 
the past f ew years the Senate has invested tribal revenues into 
drug and alcohol-f ree, single-f amily homes.  The Swinomish 
Housing Authority is developing aff ordable housing intended 
to accommodate more individual f amily units, people with 
physical disabilities, recovery homes and housing f or single 
adults.  The Swinomish Tribe is deeply committed to providing 
safe, aff ordable and local housing for all of its members.

Swinomish is a small tribe, but even so we are responsible 
f or all government services, just as the local, county, state and 
f ederal governments are.  We must invest our limited resourc-
es prudently. We have invested to build long term fi nancial 
stability and have partnered with other governments and 
organiz ations to address situations that range f rom the opioid 
and addiction epidemic, early education and higher education, 
inf rastructure ex pansion and jobs, as well as health and dental 
care f or tribal and non-tribal citiz ens.

Our Tribal Senate is mindf ul that our tribal citiz ens have the 
same needs, hopes and dreams as all communities throughout 
the world.  We want our f amilies and our homes to be healthy.  
We want high-quality education f or our children and loving 
care f or our elders.  We want saf e neighborhoods and a clean 
environment.  We want to preserve our traditions, culture, lan-
guage and our way of  lif e.  As a community we work together 
to sustain our values and f urther our hopes and dreams f or 
generations to come.

Thank you f or taking a f ew minutes to learn more about the 
Swinomish Tribe and the work of  our government.  We look 
f orward to working together with all of  our f riends and neigh-
bors to ensure that this beautif ul place we call home continues 
to thrive.
Brian Cladoos by
Kel Kahlt Soot
Chairman

State of the T rib e — 

Dreams, hopes, needs and
programs at Swinomish

The drama playing out in the other Washington –  the third 
impeachment trial in our nation’ s history,  though the second 
in 2 0 years –  is being done for us,  by our elected representa-
tives. When the House of R epresentatives impeached President 
Trump in D ecember,  one person in our congressional district,  
U.S. R ep. R ick Larsen,  voted. Larsen determined the president 
was not  t to hold offi  ce. Larsen udged that Trump’s disdain for 
the concept of citiz enship through his trash talking against four 
women congressional representatives was a high crime against 
the Constitution.

N ow it is the turn of U.S. Senators M aria Cantwell and Patty 
urray. They have the obligation to sit as impartial urors, hear-

ing the two charges of impeachment brought by the House. They 
will vote to convict or acq uit based on the evidence they hear.

We have, besides high drama, a civics lesson. Our offi  cials 
elected to federal offi  ce have responsibilities. We, the people, 
as citiz ens,  also have responsibilities. We are obligated to pay 
attention,  not only to our federal representatives,  including Pres-
ident Trump,  but also to the process.

This is a time of crisis. N ow,  as in every crisis,  we have to each 
decide what it means to be a nation. I s the Constitution a game,  
with the rules twisted to the goal of winning? I f we are patriots 
and decide the House process was a sham while defending a 
president who has not followed the rules,  what does that mean 
for the Constitution and all of us who follow the rules?

I f we are patriots and do not adhere to the Constitution,  what 
are we patriotic about? What foundation do we protect as pa-
triots if we are standing on a shredded document? What is our 
future if we have stomped on our founders’  words?

The eclaration of Independence’s  rst paragraph ends with 
“ a decent respect to the opinions of mankind req uires that they 
should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.”  
“ They”  are the F ounding F athers and they are telling the world 
that they are compelled to make their case before all “ the pow-
ers of the Earth.”  I n today’ s vernacular,  they were putting their 
cards on the table.

M uch more than impeachment,  the current moment is a test of 
our Constitution and therefore our country. D ecry the D emocrats 
as partisan and rushed,  but they have crossed their “ t-s”  and 
dotted their “ i-s.”  Y ou might not like the D emocrats’  intent,  but 
they are playing by the Constitution’ s rules.

B luster,  bullying and stonewalling are poker game tactics. Our 
F ounding F athers did not create our collective future around a 
poker table. 

Calling the process a sham is not a good response. N ot sub-
mitting documents or witnesses dishonors the process. Worse,  
that response creates an article of impeachment,  for obstruction 
of Congress. That strategy earned R ichard N ix on the same im-
peachment charge.

The president and his allies do not help their cause,  not in this 
present moment,  not in history and not for any attempt to build a 
bridge toward being together as a common culture and toward 
we,  the people.

I  am not from M issouri,  but show me. I f the process is a sham,  
respond to the articles of impeachment. Lay out in detail the 
ways President Trump did not abuse power. M ake the case that 
he did not obstruct Congress.

The president and his allies call the impeachment process 
rigged. N ow the Senate trial smells in its own right. This is no 
high road,  but a short cut avoiding the issue. Y es,  President 
Trump is innocent until proven guilty,  but he has to address the 
charge that he abused power and ex plain why his denying doc-
uments and witnesses is not obstruction of Congress. Claiming 
the evidence is partisan is not a defense of the actions showing 
abuse of power.

All sides must meet on the  eld of the Constitution.
This is not about the D emocratic versus the R epublican Par-

ties. I t is not about the President versus the House. The Presi-
dent,  the House and the Senate must advance and defend their 
positions based on the Constitution. I f the President has not 
abused the powers of his offi  ce, he has to make his case. Calling 
the case weak does not address the evidence.

Until mid-J uly 1 9 7 4 ,  three weeks before his resignation,  barely 
a ma ority of the American public were on the side of Ni on’s 
removal from offi  ce. Hard evidence brought his presidency to 
an end.

Conversely,  if President Trump is innocent,  bring forth the hard 
evidence that will pave his way to reelection.

If the epublican ma ority in the Senate rushes to udgement, 
they will forever taint the Trump presidency. They will not have 
acq uitted him fairly. A rushed trial smells of a rump trial. I t will 
not make re-election easier but will weigh the president and his 
candidacy down as people wonder if the only thing the president 
succeeded at was stacking the deck,  bullying R epublican sena-
tors. N o,  if senators protect the president,  it leaves us citiz ens to 
wonder about his honor and the senators’  honor as well.

Eq ually,  in 2 02 0 or 2 0 years from now with perfect hindsight 
our children and history will wonder where our sacred honor lies.

                                                                                 – ken stern
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Se e Le tters o n P age 6LA CONNER TOWN
COUNCIL AGENDA
Tues. , Jan.  28 - 6  p. m.

1.  Call to Order
2.  Pledge of  Allegiance
3 .  Public Comments
4 .  Presentations
5 .  Consent Agenda
6 .  Reports
7. Unfi nished Business
  a.  Ordinance - Amend
      2020 Budget
8.  New Business
  a.  Interlocal Agreement -
      Skagit County TPA
  b.  Agreement - F rontline
      Cleaning
  c.  Agreement - Andrea’s
      Cleaning
  d.  2020 Tribal Sewer Rates
9.  Mayor Roundtable
10.  Ex ecutive Session

Musings – on the editor’s mind

Planning . . .
( Continued from Page 3 )
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RO B E RT B I B E A U
2/ 2/ 1934 – 3/ 15/ 2020

Robert Bibeau, a long-time res-
ident of  Shelter Bay, died in Bur-
lington, WA, on March 15, 2020.  
H e was born in Somerset, MA on 
F ebruary 2, 1934.  Robert went 
on to have a successf ul career as 
an aeronautical engineer working 
in F lorida, U tah and Washington 
State.  H e was proud of  working 
on the fi rst space program while 
in F lorida and with the Green 
River Space Program in U tah.  
Bob completed his career work-
ing f or Boeing until his retire-
ment in 1990.  In 1991, he built 
a home in Shelter Bay and lived 
there f or the remainder of  his lif e. 
Bob thoroughly enjoyed hunting 
and fi shing.  He loved to joke 
around and enjoyed speaking and 
singing in F rench.

H e was preceded in death by 
his wif e, Mary.  Bob is survived 
by his wife, Ann; his fi ve chil-
dren, Bill Kosanke, Tom Kosan-
ke, Cathy Pitts, Greg Kosanke, 
and Angela Stewart; his three 
step-children, Mich elle Parmel-
ee, Rick Chorpenning and Deidri 
Heniff ; and many grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

You may off er your condolenc-
es and share memories of  Bob 
with his f amily online at www.
kernf uneralhome.c om. Arrange-
ments are through Kern F uneral 
H ome, Mount Vernon.

Saturday N ikki Hamilton,  a friend of mine from church,  died 
of the COV I D -1 9  virus. She was a member of the Skagit V alley 
Chorale,  which made the decision to practice earlier in M arch. 
That decision was based on public health guidelines. N ow the 
group of 6 0 is a “ cluster”  and Skagit County Public Health has 
found thta “ more than half of attendees who were at this gather-
ing are now con  rmed or probable cases of CO I -1 .

Sunday folks from at least Seattle and Everett were shopping 
on F irst Street and picnicking at the pocket parks on the board-
walk. K now what? Without te sting,  no one knows who is healthy 
and who is carrying the virus. As much as merchants want –  
need –  their business,  we don’ t want out of towners here. 

Our rural Skagit County has the fourth highest number of cas-
es in the state as of Tuesday. The young nurse in Shelter B ay 
under self-isolation this past week-plus was one of the  rst four 
in the County and the  rst La Conner case. Several members of 
the Skagit Chorale are greater La Connerites. Who have they 
hugged or even walked too closely to on a trail in the past two 
weeks?

Two weeks. On M arch 1 0th the Skagit County commissioner 
declared a public health emergency. The  rst CO I -1  case in 
the County was also announced that day. There were four cases 
that week,  seven a week later and 1 8  cases M arch 1 9 . I t was up 
to 8 cases by the 1st. The  4  cases and the  rst death listed 
Tuesday are only yesterday’ s totals. The numbers will continue 
to climb.

CO I -1  is here and, as the Town of La Conner stated on its 
website: “ We must act now to mitigate the spread of this danger-
ous disease.”

Every day is day one. Every day we are at ground ze ro. This 
is a real life version of a bad “ G round Hog D ay”  movie. I t is a 
nightmare. It will get worse. ou can be safe, or your coff ee buy-
ing customer can be safe today,  and tomorrow either of you may 
have gotten too close to someone who is carrying the virus. Any 
person might be infected.

We are told to hunker down. Washington,  folloiwng other 
states,  has now mandated that people “ Stay home,  Stay safe” .

How long is hunker down? When the B ritish hunkered down 
in London’s subways for safety against the German air attacks 
in 1 9 4 0,  that B attle of B ritain lasted almost four months. Prime 
M inister Winston Churchill famously said,  “ we shall defend our 
Island, whatever the cost may be, we shall  ght on the beaches, 
we shall  ght on the landing grounds, we shall  ght in the  elds 
and in the streets, we shall  ght in the hills  we shall never sur-
render.”

The duration is j ust that: until the end. This community has 
pulled together in defense of our restaurants. The duration might 
be too long and our population too small to pull all our locally 
owned businesses through. We need to –  and will –  keep or-
dering take out,  but our resolve may be larger than the dollars 
needed for owners to pay their bills. This week,  next  week,  as 
long as they are open,  call them up and place your order. And 
then do it again with another meal at another place.

This is, literally, a world de  ning moment. All of a sudden, this 
is our time. D efending our Town means defending ourselves. 
This moment is not merely a moment,  it isn’ t only going to be a 
month and the length of the season isn’t now known. Our  ght 
is going to last longer than we want,  perhaps longer than we 
believe possible. We are only at the start. We are nowhere near 
the middle. D on’ t believe the end is in sight. That is whistling in 
the dark.

N ikki Hamilton loved to see her name in print. She will not 
read this,  of course. How many more Skagit County names will 
be printed as fatalities,  victims of this virus? Working to minimize  
the spread is the work of every citize n.                     – ken stern

Timothy Eagan wrote a book 
titled “The Worst H ard Time.”  I 
have been thinking of  my moth-
er’s journey and the hard times 
that shaped her.

My mom, born in 1920, would 
have been 100 in May. She was 
nine in 1929 and a child of  the 
Great Depression and, at 20, not 
old enough to vote f or Roosevelt 
in the 1940 e lection. 

But more than that, she was 
10 0 percent Lithuanian. All f our 

of  her grandparents were born in 
Lithuania. My mom grew up in 
the ghetto in Brooklyn and didn’t 
speak English until she started 
school.

All of  that, more than I know 
or can surmise, went into making 
her my mother. She went into the 
grocery store with an envelope 
f ull of  coupons she clipped and 
saved. We only bought clothes 
f rom the sales rack. Best were the 
clearance sale bargains, as if  she 
won the lottery.

She bought not only toilet pa-
per but tissues and all soaps: bar, 
dish and laundry detergent, on 
sale. We had stockpiles bef ore 
stockpiles were needed or f ash-
ionable.

My mom saved cottage cheese 
and yogurt containers once tech-
nology made them plastic. She 
saved egg cartons long af ter her 
fi ve children were out of school 
and her parent volunteering days 
were past. This was bef ore anyone 
conceived of  a f ood bank, where 
eggs come in by the caseload, and 
poverty was more hidden.

I have always, f or decades now, 
defi ned myself as a child of a 
child of  the Depression. As every 
parent and household does, my 

F low ers and  other support
Letter to Editor:

My name is Connie F unk and 
I f eel so blessed to be a part of  
this amaz ing community. Like 
everyone else in this current time 
of  challenge, I am looking f or 
ways I can be of  service to oth-
ers and helping to create positive 
connections. As a long time gar-
dener and mosaic artist, I have 
created a table out on the road in 
f ront of  our home with f ree bou-
quets and damaged china, which 
is the mainstay of  my mosaic art 
f orm. We are located near the 
Rexvi lle store on Dodge Valley 
Road-13973 Dodge Valley Road- 
Mount Vernon 98273

I have more than enough china 
and tiles and would love to share 
with others who now have time 
to practice at home with children. 
I will replenish the table daily, 
so bring your own box and take 
what you would like. There are 
many YouTube videos of  how to 
get started with mosaic projects – 
take precautions with adhesives, 
sharp materials, etc.

I have f acilitated projects with 
children over the years and they 
are super creative and enjoy the 
process.

I will also happily send you a 
complimentary class outline f or 
mosaics as well as off er a guided 
PSYCH -K( tm)  session over the 
phone at no cost to help reduce 
stress associated with the cur-
rent uncertainties. You can search  
www.psych-k.com to fi nd out in-
f ormation to see if  yo u have an 
interest.

If  you would like a compli-
mentary phone session, contact 
me at: constancef unk@ gmail.
com and we can set up a time to 
connect – as it has been said, this 
is a time f or physical distancing, 
but socially we can remain con-
nected in many ways.

Counting and sending blessings,
Connie F unk, Pleasant Ridge

( Continued on Page 7 )

When I started writing this col-
umn in my head two weeks ago, 
it was a lighthearted approach to a 
potentially serious problem. I was 
telling everyone I ran into that it’s 
time to really take the Melbow 
seriously.

I invented the Melbow years 
ago and it became the offi  cial 
handshake of  La Conner thanks 
to Mayor Ramon H ayes, who 
agreed with me that when some-
one off ers you a bare hand, you 
have no idea where that hand 
might have been or what cooties 
it could be passing around.

When the COVID-19 virus 
started to become something to 
be taken very seriously, I actually 
called our Governor, Jay Inslee, 
and lef t him a phone message ad-
vocating the Melbow as the offi  -
cial handshake of  the whole state 
of  Washington. I didn’t hear back 
f rom him but I’m guessing he has 
some more important matters to 
deal with right now.

And truth be told, the Melbow 
is no longer the right way to say 
hello or greet a new acquaintance. 
Things have gotten so serious that 
we are encouraged to stay at least 
six f eet apart and you would have 
to have very long arms to still be 
able to rub elbows.

This kind of  a lockdown is a 
tremendous challenge f or people 
like me who love to be on the go 
interacting with people all of  the 
time. No karaoke, no dancing at 
the Old Edison and, on a more 
serious note, no trip to U ganda 
where I was supposed to be fi lm-
ing a documentary right as you 
read this.

My wif e is teaching f rom home 
in Calif ornia, my kids are doing 
their jobs online and we are ba-
sically being sentenced to volun-
tary confi nement. Voluntary for 
now, unless people keep crowd-
ing beaches in Los Angeles and 
parks in Manhattan, in which 
case the National Guard is likely 
to step in.

There are many people who are 
not taking this seriously and per-
haps they are right that this is be-
ing blown out of  proportion. But 
this is a case in which you have to 
err on the side of  caution. Luckily, 
we live in one of  the most beauti-
f ul places in the world, with some 
many incredible trails and quiet 
and peacef ul places to expl ore.

The isolation is ext remely 
challenging to me, and it is iron-
ic, but also awf ul, that the Jews 
of  Skagit will not be having our 
Passover Seder this year because 
of  a Plague.

Whatever your normal activ-
ities are – playing or watching 
sports, hanging out with buddies, 
working amongst others, dinner 
parties, f amily celebrations – they 
have all been put on hold because 
fi nally, the people who are run-

ning our country and our state and 
our towns and cities have fi nally 
come to their senses and are tak-
ing this very seriously and I ap-
plaud them f or that.

If  I am wrong, sorry f or the in-
convenience. If  the doubters are 
wrong, who knows what kind of  
damage they might have done to 
f riends and f amily and strangers. 
And, ultimately to themselves.

So, let’s be smart and ext reme-
ly cautious and f ollow what our 
leaders are asking us to do. And 
when this, God willing, eventual-
ly runs its course, we can take the 
Melbow a lot more seriously!

• On April 11, 1814, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, emperor of France, abdi-
cates the throne and is banished to the 
Mediterranean island of Elba. Napo-
leon is credited with reforms that had 
a lasting impact on European society, 
including rights for all men and the 
end of feudalism.

• On April 7, 1891, American 
showman Phineas T. Barnum dies in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, at age 81. 
Barnum had requested that a New 
York paper run his obituary before he 
died so he could enjoy reading it, and 
the paper obliged.

• On April 12, 1908, a fire at the Bos-
ton Blacking Company in Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, leaves 12 dead, 85 miss-
ing and presumed dead and more than 
17,000 homeless. Due to high winds, a 
good portion of the city burned.

• On April 6, 1917, the U.S House 
of Representatives endorses a Senate 
declaration of war against Germany, 
and America formally enters World 
War I. Some 50,000 American soldiers 
would lose their lives before the war 
ended on Nov. 11, 1918.

• On April 10, 1933, President Frank-
lin Roosevelt establishes the Civilian 
Conservation Corps to put thousands 
of Americans to work during the Great 
Depression. The CCC was open to 
unemployed, unmarried U.S. male cit-
izens between the ages of 18 and 26.

• On April 9, 1959, NASA introduces 
America’s first astronauts to the press: 
Scott Carpenter, Gordon Cooper Jr., 
John Glenn Jr., Virgil “Gus” Grissom, 
Walter Schirra Jr., Alan Shepard Jr. 
and Donald Slayton. The seven men, 
all military test pilots, were selected 
from a group of 32 candidates.

• On April 8, 2005, Eric Rudolph 
agrees to plead guilty to a series of 
bombings, including the fatal bombing 
at the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta, in order 
to avoid the death penalty. A 40-pound 
pipe bomb that exploded in Atlanta’s 
Centennial Olympic Park killed one 
woman and injured over 100 people.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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Town Councilmember Jo hn Leaver,  citize n R ick D ole are lead-
ing a group that gets an E for eff ort for their ad hoc rallying of 
merchants and residents to shop – and eat – locally and late 

riday, Sept. 4. Let’s rally around our merchants to kick-off  the 
Labor ay weekend. We can all take some of the monies we 
are not spending traveling and recreating and buy ourselves or 
families or friends a gift and treat ourselves to dinner out. ake 
it a weekend-long pleasure to walk irst and orris Streets and 
keep our local dollars local.

Let’s put on our local masks and keep our local germs in the 
community while visiting the tourist destination that makes our 
little town a must see for visitors throughout the state and region.

Gov. Inslee’s Safe Start reopening plan limits travel to essen-
tial trips. Our merchants know that every out of town tourist en-
tering their shops is essential to their economic health. Every 
Everett, Arlington, Bellevue, arysville or Seattle visitor believes 
their trip to La Conner is essential to their mental,  emotional and 
physical health. Their coming here obviously makes them happy 
even if their smiles are hidden by their masks.

The number of CO I -1  cases in the La Conner zip code 
has remained below 2 0 for months,  even after the seven cas-
es reported on the Swinomish eservation. Our residents are 
mostly masking up along with the tourists. aybe community 
members are refraining from large social gatherings,  even within 
families. We are even doing ok with social distancing, though it 
can’t be true that all the groups walking on irst Street or folks 
sitting at restaurant tables inside are all family members, as the 
Safe Start guidances re uire.

So wear your masks, make liberal use of the hand sanitizer 
when you enter a business, spend money and pray, if you think 
that helps, that our town, our county, our state and our nation 
will not  nd ourselves counting, or be part of the count of, new 
coronavirus cases come the end of September.

M ak ing tow n spark le
F ive f olks f rom each of  two 

service clubs in La Conner, led 
by Rotarian Marty Pease, met at 
Gilkey Square to wash the Town’s 
Park picnic tables, trash contain-
ers and benches Aug. 17. They 
were f rom our local Kiwanis and 
Rotary clubs who together saw a 
need and stepped up to make sure 
our town sparkles f or everyone 
here in town and f or people vis-
iting, especially on these warm 
weekends. 

Public Works Brian Lease and 
Todd Parks were a great help to 
make sure we had water and hos-
es with proper connections. When 
you see anyone f rom any local 
service club or Public Works, 
please take a moment to thank 
them f or their community service. 
After fi nishing this chore, the 
workers started looking f or other 
projects which would benefi t our 
town during these diffi  cult times, 
so more to come, and thanks to 
you all. 
Ollie Iversen

Trump “t ruly d ecent man”
My f riend said she is going to 

vote f or a decent man, Joe Biden. 
H e has been in national politics 
f or 47 years and has been a rac-
ist, voting against bussing and 
saying he did not want his kids to 
go to school in a jungle. H e had 
47 years in the Senate and as vice 
president to build America better 
and f ailed. If  decent is sex accu-
sations, there are plenty of  those 
in both parties. 

I plan to vote f or the truly de-
cent man, Donald Trump. H e op-
poses late term abortion, where a 
soon to be born child is cut into 
pieces in the womb. H is admin-
istration supports Israel, our Mid-
dle East ally, and brokered an 
historic peace agreement between 
them and U nited Arab Emirates. 
H e is ending our longest war in 
Af ghanistan. H e supports char-
ter schools that give the inner 
city poor in Democrat run cities 
with f ailing schools a chance at 
a good education. H e donates 
his presidential salary to support 
veterans causes. H e gave the U .S . 
universal prosperity and the low-
est unemployment rates in mod-
ern times f or people of  all races 
and ethnicities until the pandemic 
hit and stalled the progress. H e 
got us out of  NAF TA, started the 
USMCA, imposed tariff s to cor-
rect unf air practices and protect 
U .S . jobs. H e closed Russian em-
bassies and deported diplomats 
accused of  spying. H e opposes 
biological men competing in your 
f emale children’s sports. H e op-
poses riots and property destruc-
tion in our struggling cities, H e is 
endorsed by the National Asso-
ciation of Police Offi  cers, He is 
limiting illegal immigration that 
takes jobs f rom citiz ens. 

I could go on but do not have 
the space. Vote f or jobs and con-
tinued prosperity.
Mike Morrell
Shelter Bay

F or E lectoral C ollege
The Electoral College in our 

Constitution, Article 2, Section 
1. We voters need to be inf ormed 
why it exi sts and why it is still 
necessary. It gives the smaller 
and/ or less populated states a f air 
representation when voting f or 
our president and vice president. 
It makes it harder to steal an elec-
tion. It encourages the candidates 
to campaign nationally, in order 
to win every state, not just the 
heavily populated states. It pro-
tects Americans f rom the tyranny 
of  the majority. 

Our F ounding F athers were f ar 
more than what the word politi-
cian may bring to mind today. 
These were men of  integrity. Men 
who were wise because they were 
God f earing. M en who were will-
ing to sacrifi ce their all in order to 

Toxi c algae in Pass Lake means 
people should not swim, allow 
pets to access or drink the lake 
water until f urther notice. Avoid 
areas of  scum. Pass Lake contin-
ues to be a catch-and-release only 
lake. 

In recent weeks, Skagit Coun-
ty lakes have been showing evi-
dence of signifi cant blue green 
algae blooms. Water samples at 
Pass Lake show the presence of  
blue green algae toxi ns, includ-
ing Anatoxi n-a and Microcystin. 
Anatoxi n-a is an acute neurotoxi n 
and Microcystin can cause liver 
damage. 

F or inf ormation on cyanobac-
teria and their toxi ns see the U .S . 
EPA website: https:/ / www.e pa.
gov/ cyanohabs

For local monitoring eff orts, ex-
amples of  harmf ul algae blooms 
or to report a bloom: https:/ / www.
nwtoxi calgae.or g/ Def ault.a spx

Q uestions, call Skagit County 
Public H ealth: 360- 416- 1500.

Source: Sk agit County Publ ic 
Health

Toxic algae
now in
Pass Lake

President Donald Trump was 
re-nominated f or the 2020 elec-
tion by his Republican Party in 
Charlotte, North Carolina Mon-
day. M aybe that is because he:

Puts others fi rst.
Brings the nation together.
Brings other nations together.
Protects and promotes children.
H onors and def ends women.
Sacrifi ces his time and fortune.
H as a good word f or everyone.

Takes responsibility.
Inspires confi dence.
Respects the rule of  law.
Provides stability.
Plays f air.
Is kind.
Is reverent.
Is trusted.
Is trustworthy.
Is respected by his f oes.
Is quiet and self-eff acing.
Is humble and f ull of  humility.
Instills confi dence in his lead-

ership.
Steers the legislative ship of  

state with a sure hand.
This is a president of  whom we 

can say the buck stops with him.
What other characteristics of  

President Trump can you add to 
this list, traits that make us proud 
that he is our president?

Who would not want this man 
to represent our nation? And why 
only f our more years?

I am glad I can refl ect on all this 
about President Donald Trump.

My U ncle H arry Rosenf eld 
turned 91 years old this month. 

H is is a remarkable story that 
constantly reminds me why I val-
ue the message of  the Statue of  
Liberty so much. 

H arry was born in Berlin, Ger-
many in 1929 and is eight years 
younger than his sister, my moth-
er Rachel. Their f ather, Sam, was 
an uneducated Polish immigrant 
who became a very successf ul 
f urrier in Berlin. Af ter H itler 
came to power, Jews were not 
allowed to go to public school. 
Bef ore Krystallnacht happened 
in 1938, Sam was arrested in the 
middle of  the night and deported 
to Poland along with other Polish 
Jews living in Germany. 

The Rosenf elds had applied f or 
entry to the U .S . in 1934 but did 
not receive permission until fi ve 
years later. At that time, Sam was 
permitted to return to Berlin to 
accompany his f amily to America 
– shortly bef ore Germany’s attack 
on Poland started World War II. 

They came to New York City. 
Rachel, lacking a high school 
degree, worked in her parents’ 
new f ur shop right on the same 
block as Alexa nder’s Department 
store in the Bronx . H arry got to 
go to elementary, junior high and 
Stuyvesant H igh School. U pon 
graduation but bef ore going to 
Syracuse U niversity, H arry got 
his start in newspapering at the 
New York H erald Tribune, as a 
shipping clerk. 

H e worked there summers and 
some months af ter he graduated 
f rom Syracuse, and bef ore being 
draf ted and sent to Korea during 
the war. 

When he was discharged, he 
again returned to the Trib, work-
ing his way up f rom typist, to 
copy editor and then becoming 
managing editor of  the paper’s 
news service, the youngest ever 
to hold that job. In time, he be-
came the Trib’s f oreign editor. 

That led me to my second job in 
journalism – the fi rst being a pa-
perboy when I was 10 years old. 
During one summer when I was 
in college, U ncle H arry got me a 
job putting up signs on lampposts 
in Manhattan heralding Jimmy 
Breslin’s column. 

H arry worked f or the H er-
ald Tribune f or over 18 years if  
you subtract the f our he spent in 
college and the two years in the 
Army. When the paper f olded, he 
was hired by the Washington Post 
to help run their f oreign operation 
and he eventually became metro-
politan editor overseeing the local 
news. As an assistant managing 
editor, he oversaw Woodward 
and Bernstein during the Water-
gate investigation.  But there was 
no path to a promotion at the Post 
because Ben Bradlee was fi rmly 
ensconced as exe cutive editor, so 

H arry took a job as editor in chief  
of  the two Albany, New York 
daily newspapers, the af ternoon 
Knickerbocker News and the 
morning Times U nion.

And there he still sits. H e is 
emeritus and is a member of  the 
editorial board of  the surviving 
Times-U nion. H is mind is ex-
tremely active and he has written 
two great autobiographies, one 
about the years at the Trib and the 
Post and the other about the Alba-
ny years. 

I was headed across the country 
to surprise him f or his birthday 
but COVID-19 put the damper 
on that plan so we have to settle 
f or schmooz ing on the phone. My 
wonderf ul aunt Annie is also very 
healthy and they have three won-
derf ul daughters who have them 
surrounded, Susan in Boston, 
Stephanie in New York City and 
Amy in Chicago. 

Journalism is literally in my 
blood, thanks to H arry, and by 
hook or by crook, I am going to 
get myself  to Albany sooner rath-
er than later.

Ironically, commissioners sug-
gested COVID-19 might be spur-
ring the present demand f or local 
housing. Persons working f or Se-
attle area fi rms can now tele-com-
mute f rom homes here rather than 
fi ght daily traffi  c snarls on I-5, 
they noted. 

“People realiz e they can 
tele-commute,” commissioner 
Marna H anneman said. “That 
puts Skagit ( County)  in play.”  

With the housing market heat-
ing up, H anneman said there are 
also signs the business district is 
rebounding f rom the virus crisis. 
An avid walker, H anneman has 
seen evidence of  recovery as she 
laps the town. 

“I’m seeing a lot of  jockeying 
around,” she said. “There are new 
businesses coming into town re-
gardless of  COVID. The new 
businesses want to come in and 
be well-positioned.”  

Statistics confi rm sustained 
residential and commercial inter-
est in La Conner. 

A lot of stuff  is going to be 
happening in La Conner,” Man-
ville-Ailles said on Thursday. 
“We’ve passed the number of  
permits that we had this time last 
year, and last year was a busy 
year f or us.”

The William Cumming mural 
of  Skagit County agriculture and 
industry, now on display in Seat-
tle, will return to MoNA’s walls 
in September. 

Soon af ter, the 162- piece Barn 
Show will be unveiled. It show-
cases the 50- plus artists who par-
ticipated in Dick and Lavonne 
Newell Reim’s annual F ir Island 
show f rom 1986 t o 2003. 

U nf ortunately, the usual f estive 
wine-and-cheese opening is not 
possible under Inslee’s guidelines 
– which is why the H istorical Mu-
seum has postponed its planned 
exhi bit on the work of  artist Jesus 
Guillen to next  year. “We hope 
larger gatherings will be permit-
ted then,” said Wolf e. 

She believes Inslee’s new 
guidelines are the result of  some 
serious lobbying by members of  
the Washington Museum Associ-
ation and other trade groups. 

“They asked us to send emails 
to the governor telling our sto-
ry,” said Wolf e, who sent him an 
email about the H istorical Muse-
um. “I’m really pleased that Gov-
ernor Inslee listened to museum 
prof essionals and responded with 
this workable plan. 

“We’re all committed to f ol-
lowing the rules. We know if  one 
of  us screws up, we’ll all have to 
close again.”

MoNA . . .
Continued from age 1

SHOP LOCALLY,
SHOP LATE

FRIDAY,
SEPT. 4th
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E ditorial –  

Their impeachment
and our Constitution

TI M O TH Y  L E E  F I S H E R
Timothy Lee F isher, born 

March 7 , 196 6  in Anaheim, Cal-
if ornia passed away in his home 
in Sedro Woolley, on January 13 , 
2020.

Tim spent most of  his lif e in 
Southern Calif ornia and Las Ve-
gas.

H e spent most of  his lif e being 
a creative soul and trying his hand 
by opening several business-
es f rom landscaping, retail gif t 
shops and fl ipping houses.

H e moved to Skagit Valley in 
2016  with his partner Pat Ball 
and they opened The Slider Caf e 
when he f ell in love with La Con-
ner.

H e was happiest meeting and 
taking care of  many guests that 
with his wit, charm and snarky-
ness, turned them into regulars 
and f riends.

H e is loved and will be missed 
by many.  RIP Tim.

B O Y D  W .  Z I M M E RM A N
Boyd W.  Z immerman passed 

away Saturday, January 11, 2020 
at home surrounded by his f ami-
ly.  H e was born in Noonan, North 
Dakota to Edgar and Stella ( Kjos)  
Z immerman on October 14 , 
193 0.  The f amily moved to La 
Conner in 193 6 .  Boyd graduated 
f rom La Conner H igh School in 
194 9.  Shortly af ter graduation he 
married Donna Green, in 195 1.  
They were married f or six ty-eight 
years.  Donna preceded him in 
death in 2019.

Boyd began working at Z im-
merman’s Service Station in 
194 9.  H e worked with his Dad 
until his Dad retired, at which 
time he purchased the station in 
196 6  and worked until his retire-
ment in 1992.

Boyd is survived by his two 
children, Bob and wif e Joni Z im-
merman of  Mount Vernon and 
Susan H arris and husband Don 
of  Shelton, WA.  Boyd is also sur-
vived by f our grandchildren and 
f our great grandchildren; Brad-
ley Z immerman, wif e Candace 
and daughter, Madison; Marcie 
Roland, husband, Brandon and 
daughters, Payton and Anorah; 
Shannon Olivas and husband, 
Tony and son, Alijah; and Craig 
Z immerman and wif e, Amy.  Boyd 
loved his grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.  H e loved to have 
them come visit and always had 
a piece of  candy ready f or them.

Boyd enjoyed gardening, crab-
bing, and clam digging.  H e also 
enjoyed f eeding and watching the 
birds, which was his f avorite pas-
time in his later years.

Boyd was a member of  the La 
Conner Volunteer F ire Depart-
ment f or thirty years and served 
as the chief  f rom 196 2-196 9.

A f amily celebration of  his lif e 
will be held at a later date.

Memorials in memory of  Boyd 
may be made to the La Conner 
Volunteer F iremen’s Association, 
P. O.  Box  4 00, La Conner, WA 
9825 7  or H ospice of  the North-
west, 227  F reew ay Drive, Suite 
A, Mount Vernon, WA 9827 3 .

You may off er your condolenc-
es and share memories of  Boyd’s 
f amily online at www. kernf uner-
alhome. com.

Arrangements are under the 
care of  Kern F uneral home of  
Mount Vernon.

B y  B rian C lad oosb y
Dear F riends and Neighbors –
I am pleased to be able to share a f ew thoughts about the 

current activities of  the Swinomish Tribe.
Swinomish has grown in the past 20 years f rom approx i-

mately 5 00 to 1,000 tribal citiz ens.  Our governing body, the 
Swinomish Senate, continues to be committed to improving 
the lives and well-being of  our tribal members by providing 
the very best governmental services we can, including health 
and social programs, aff ordable housing, fi nancial services, 
cultural programs, education ( f rom early childhood through 
higher education) , job placement, economic development, 
environmental programs and natural resource protection.  Our 
economic ventures support much of  this work, while the jobs 
we create make us one of  the largest employers in the Skagit 
Valley.

At this time, I want to f ocus on just one area of  consid-
erable attention f or the Swinomish Tribe in 2020: housing.  
Like other governments, Swinomish continues to invest in 
housing options f or our growing population.  F or over 4 5  years 
f ederal government housing programs required materials and 
architectural designs that do not fi t our environmental condi-
tions or way of  lif e.  F or instance, a f ew years ago our tribal 
environmental air program discovered that much of  our tribal 
housing had a serious black mold problem, causing dangerous 
health conditions f or our community members.  Our Senators 
responded quickly to ensure the health of  our citiz ens.

With the growth of  our community and limitations on 
federal funding, we have had to take it upon ourselves to fi ll 
the housing needs of  our tribal community.  We built necessary 
inf rastructure and assessed our diverse housing needs.  Over 
the past f ew years the Senate has invested tribal revenues into 
drug and alcohol-f ree, single-f amily homes.  The Swinomish 
Housing Authority is developing aff ordable housing intended 
to accommodate more individual f amily units, people with 
physical disabilities, recovery homes and housing f or single 
adults.  The Swinomish Tribe is deeply committed to providing 
safe, aff ordable and local housing for all of its members.

Swinomish is a small tribe, but even so we are responsible 
f or all government services, just as the local, county, state and 
f ederal governments are.  We must invest our limited resourc-
es prudently. We have invested to build long term fi nancial 
stability and have partnered with other governments and 
organiz ations to address situations that range f rom the opioid 
and addiction epidemic, early education and higher education, 
inf rastructure ex pansion and jobs, as well as health and dental 
care f or tribal and non-tribal citiz ens.

Our Tribal Senate is mindf ul that our tribal citiz ens have the 
same needs, hopes and dreams as all communities throughout 
the world.  We want our f amilies and our homes to be healthy.  
We want high-quality education f or our children and loving 
care f or our elders.  We want saf e neighborhoods and a clean 
environment.  We want to preserve our traditions, culture, lan-
guage and our way of  lif e.  As a community we work together 
to sustain our values and f urther our hopes and dreams f or 
generations to come.

Thank you f or taking a f ew minutes to learn more about the 
Swinomish Tribe and the work of  our government.  We look 
f orward to working together with all of  our f riends and neigh-
bors to ensure that this beautif ul place we call home continues 
to thrive.
Brian Cladoos by
Kel Kahlt Soot
Chairman

State of the T rib e — 

Dreams, hopes, needs and
programs at Swinomish

The drama playing out in the other Washington –  the third 
impeachment trial in our nation’ s history,  though the second 
in 2 0 years –  is being done for us,  by our elected representa-
tives. When the House of R epresentatives impeached President 
Trump in D ecember,  one person in our congressional district,  
U.S. R ep. R ick Larsen,  voted. Larsen determined the president 
was not  t to hold offi  ce. Larsen udged that Trump’s disdain for 
the concept of citiz enship through his trash talking against four 
women congressional representatives was a high crime against 
the Constitution.

N ow it is the turn of U.S. Senators M aria Cantwell and Patty 
urray. They have the obligation to sit as impartial urors, hear-

ing the two charges of impeachment brought by the House. They 
will vote to convict or acq uit based on the evidence they hear.

We have, besides high drama, a civics lesson. Our offi  cials 
elected to federal offi  ce have responsibilities. We, the people, 
as citiz ens,  also have responsibilities. We are obligated to pay 
attention,  not only to our federal representatives,  including Pres-
ident Trump,  but also to the process.

This is a time of crisis. N ow,  as in every crisis,  we have to each 
decide what it means to be a nation. I s the Constitution a game,  
with the rules twisted to the goal of winning? I f we are patriots 
and decide the House process was a sham while defending a 
president who has not followed the rules,  what does that mean 
for the Constitution and all of us who follow the rules?

I f we are patriots and do not adhere to the Constitution,  what 
are we patriotic about? What foundation do we protect as pa-
triots if we are standing on a shredded document? What is our 
future if we have stomped on our founders’  words?

The eclaration of Independence’s  rst paragraph ends with 
“ a decent respect to the opinions of mankind req uires that they 
should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.”  
“ They”  are the F ounding F athers and they are telling the world 
that they are compelled to make their case before all “ the pow-
ers of the Earth.”  I n today’ s vernacular,  they were putting their 
cards on the table.

M uch more than impeachment,  the current moment is a test of 
our Constitution and therefore our country. D ecry the D emocrats 
as partisan and rushed,  but they have crossed their “ t-s”  and 
dotted their “ i-s.”  Y ou might not like the D emocrats’  intent,  but 
they are playing by the Constitution’ s rules.

B luster,  bullying and stonewalling are poker game tactics. Our 
F ounding F athers did not create our collective future around a 
poker table. 

Calling the process a sham is not a good response. N ot sub-
mitting documents or witnesses dishonors the process. Worse,  
that response creates an article of impeachment,  for obstruction 
of Congress. That strategy earned R ichard N ix on the same im-
peachment charge.

The president and his allies do not help their cause,  not in this 
present moment,  not in history and not for any attempt to build a 
bridge toward being together as a common culture and toward 
we,  the people.

I  am not from M issouri,  but show me. I f the process is a sham,  
respond to the articles of impeachment. Lay out in detail the 
ways President Trump did not abuse power. M ake the case that 
he did not obstruct Congress.

The president and his allies call the impeachment process 
rigged. N ow the Senate trial smells in its own right. This is no 
high road,  but a short cut avoiding the issue. Y es,  President 
Trump is innocent until proven guilty,  but he has to address the 
charge that he abused power and ex plain why his denying doc-
uments and witnesses is not obstruction of Congress. Claiming 
the evidence is partisan is not a defense of the actions showing 
abuse of power.

All sides must meet on the  eld of the Constitution.
This is not about the D emocratic versus the R epublican Par-

ties. I t is not about the President versus the House. The Presi-
dent,  the House and the Senate must advance and defend their 
positions based on the Constitution. I f the President has not 
abused the powers of his offi  ce, he has to make his case. Calling 
the case weak does not address the evidence.

Until mid-J uly 1 9 7 4 ,  three weeks before his resignation,  barely 
a ma ority of the American public were on the side of Ni on’s 
removal from offi  ce. Hard evidence brought his presidency to 
an end.

Conversely,  if President Trump is innocent,  bring forth the hard 
evidence that will pave his way to reelection.

If the epublican ma ority in the Senate rushes to udgement, 
they will forever taint the Trump presidency. They will not have 
acq uitted him fairly. A rushed trial smells of a rump trial. I t will 
not make re-election easier but will weigh the president and his 
candidacy down as people wonder if the only thing the president 
succeeded at was stacking the deck,  bullying R epublican sena-
tors. N o,  if senators protect the president,  it leaves us citiz ens to 
wonder about his honor and the senators’  honor as well.

Eq ually,  in 2 02 0 or 2 0 years from now with perfect hindsight 
our children and history will wonder where our sacred honor lies.

                                                                                 – ken stern
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Se e Le tters o n P age 6LA CONNER TOWN
COUNCIL AGENDA
Tues. , Jan.  28 - 6  p. m.

1.  Call to Order
2.  Pledge of  Allegiance
3 .  Public Comments
4 .  Presentations
5 .  Consent Agenda
6 .  Reports
7. Unfi nished Business
  a.  Ordinance - Amend
      2020 Budget
8.  New Business
  a.  Interlocal Agreement -
      Skagit County TPA
  b.  Agreement - F rontline
      Cleaning
  c.  Agreement - Andrea’s
      Cleaning
  d.  2020 Tribal Sewer Rates
9.  Mayor Roundtable
10.  Ex ecutive Session
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From the editor —

Wrestling the old 
normal out the door

• LETTERS •

There is a new normal out there but that day is still to arrive. 
I t’ s dawn is not yet on the horiz on.

The old normal,  so much of the status q uo,  needs to spiral 
from crippled to life support. I t is the one thing that needs to die 
and get buried.

I t has taken a crisis of once a century proportions to reveal 
the weaknesses behind the rhetoric and the structures of this,  
the greatest country in the world. G reatness stands solid in the 
storm. Strength shows in the protection of those  rst and most 
battered by disaster. I nstead the winds and waves of crisis have 
blown and washed away words acting as a way too fragile safety 
net.

Think about it. La Conner’ s restaurant industry is brought to 
its knees. We the people are bailing them out with one take out 
order after another. There are not enough of us to carry the load. 

I n the fourth week since a public health emergency in Skagit 
County was declared,  their pain has only increased. Santo Coy-
ote and The Slider Cafe shuttered their doors last week. We 
could not sustain them.

Only COA,  N ell Thorn,  Oyster &  Thistle,  Seeds,  and La Con-
ner Pub &  Eatery stand open. With G overnor J ay I nslee’ s Stay 
Home order ex tended to M ay 4 th,  how will they make it?

We are all struggling. The crisis has revealed our health care 
system to be –  for the masses,  the general population –  a third 
world system. We are facing the reality that our  rst class health-
care system is really third rate when pushed to the limit. I t is the 
most ex pensive in the world but only the best for those who can 
aff ord it, healthcare metered by payments. It is underfunded and 
ineq uitable for the general population. 

I t was not built to serve all of us. And now we see it was ill pre-
pared,  indeed unprepared,  to withstand a national crisis where 
the general public needed to be served at will,  pushing aside the 
insurance company gatekeepers.

Count the systems that have failed: N eeding an employer to 
provide health care. D omestic and farmworkers,  and now gig 
workers not covered by unemployment and narrow categories of 
who gets bene  ts when obs are lost. No paid family or medical 
leave. Our sick leave policies are paper thin. And why is feeding 
the poor the function of volunteers and based on donations and 
grants?

The people,  as a whole,  have been sold a bill of goods.
The United States is only the greatest country in the world on 

the eve of the World Series or on Super B owl Sunday,  when ev-
erything is shiny and bright and a carnival atmosphere prevails.

B ut what Senator Hubert Humphrey said in 1 9 7 7  has always 
been true: “ The moral test of government is how that govern-
ment treats those who are in the dawn of life,  the children;  those 
who are in the twilight of life,  the elderly;  those who are in the 
shadows of life,  the sick,  the needy and the handicapped.”

We are the government. It refl ects us. The present national 
government,  do you believe it is protecting you,  acting in your 
and your family’ s interests?

Our old normal norms needing ettisoning. The idea of sending 
workers into their workplaces to cure the economy while sacri-
 cing those lives must be abandoned. No more canaries in the 
coal mine as our forefathers for centuries were condemned to 
asbestos mines,  coal mines,  uranium mines and more,  sent to 
work till they died.

The silver lining to this international tragedy is the very real 
 rst cracks in the old order being so obviously visible. We are 
all suff ering, a suff ering that has ust begun. Sadly, the pain will 
get worse.

Patricia B onacic  writes about the possibility of a new normal 
on this page. That new normal will be built out of the ashes and 
rubble of the old. 

There is a new normal to hope and work into ex istence,  but we 
are not nearly at the point or place where we can oin hands and 
dream and pray and sing it into reality. We will get there, but  rst 
we must carefully and conscientiously drive a stake through the 
heart of the old normal. We have had the blood sucked out of 
our families and neighbors for too many years,  indeed centuries.

The long period of waiting we are in off ers the opportunity to 
consider what is most important and refl ect on the structures we 
need to dream into our consciousness and then build that alter-
native future into ex istence.

B y  P atricia B onacic
Do we really want things to go back to normal? Are you sure?
One defi nition of normal is to be healthy in mind and body. Ahhh 
 that strikes a chord, doesn’t it? A global, unprecedented turn of 

events has focused the entire world’s attention away from life as 
normal. Now it’s on our collective health and its very personal impact 
as well as the dire, economic consequences to each individual on the 
planet when things go catastrophically awry.

The COVID-1  virus is very diff erent than anything we have ever 
faced before. It has certainly gotten our attention, hasn’t it? Talk 
about a teachable moment – a huge opportunity for learning, refl ec-
tion and potential change if we choose to grasp it. Isn’t it amazing 
that despite our collective need for the Earth’s resources to sustain 
us, including its unfortunate exploitation out of greed for profi t and 
self-enrichment, we are instead unwittingly healing damage to the 
planet despite ourselves! Air pollution in cities is disappearing due to 
lack of traffi  c and reductions in industry. Water is clearing in canals 
and bays with less marine commerce and runoff  from factories. With 
our recreational excursions into parks and preserves limited, plants 
and wildlife in these natural habitats are being allowed to thrive.

There are also humanitarian gains being made within local and state 
governments, businesses, education and communities everywhere. In 
this lies the potential for greater global cooperation and understanding 
of our reliance on this fragile planet and one another. Can we embrace 
the possibility that our often excessive and habitual approach to life 
is far less benefi cial than a leaner, more self-aware outlook with the 
fl exibility to maximize and conserve unique strengths and resources? 
By more realistically exploring and weighing the benefi ts and conse-
quences of our actions, putting the needs of the environment up there 
with our own as stewards of this planet, the resulting restoration and 
balance will ultimately support and protect us all!

Might we intentionally choose to continue this forward momentum 
when the COVID-19 virus has run its course? When will another 
chance like this allow us the extraordinary environmental and hu-
manitarian gains we have achieved to date and to come in the months 
ahead? Can we make preparations to reorient our personal lives, 
educational goals and business plans and deploy people back to work 
with new purpose and vision? 

What better time to make a vow to honor those taken by this virus 
as well as the many heroes who continue to put themselves selfl essly 
in harm’s way to benefi t us all  The opportunity to create a new nor-
mal is now if we choose to take it.

 Bonacic is a former college administrator who retired last year 
after 30 years managing student services programs. She moved from 
California one year ago and resides near Snee Oosh Point.

A citizen’s view — 

COVID-19: Return to 
normal – really?

Laughter is good
Dear editor:

A “musing” on my part led 
me to thoughts of words – words 
from paper mail, words from 
emails, words from twitter, words 
from articles and warnings on the 
internet, words from Facebook, 
words from texts. Our minds 
are overfl owing with words, and 
these days; they are mostly about 
Covid-1 . In the early days of 
social-distancing confi nement, I 
spent hours pouring over words 
that might help me keep the invis-
ible monster at bay. Some words 
were helpful; some were horri-
fying; some were infuriatingly 
false. Some of them were bless-
edly funny.

Thank you for your sense of hu-
mor in last week’s Weekly News. 
It gave us a chance to laugh and 
to balance our heavy hearts with 
gladness that we don’t have sas-
quatch or legislators taking over 
our bucolic berg.
Bobbi Krebs-McMullen
Pleasant Ridge

“Just come back”
Being members of the group 

likely to suff er the most from our 
current health crisis, Barb and I 
have been trying to practice “so-
cial distancing” during our day 
to day activities, and in most in-
stances we have succeeded.

Grocery shopping was when 
we felt vulnerable until we 
learned that Pioneer Market will-
ingly accepted phone orders with 
deliveries to the trunk of our car.

I ordered over thirty items, and 
slightly over an hour later they 
called that my order was ready 
for pickup. Except for a couple of 
out of stock items, all fresh and 
good quality groceries were de-
livered. When I off ered a gratuity, 
I was further rewarded with No 
thanks, just come back.
Gratefully, 
Barb and Brad Bradford
Shelter Bay

B y C ameron S heppard
WNPA News Service

Millions of N- 5 masks and 
other types of personal protective 
equipment are being delivered to 
Washington State as public health 
and emergency response offi  cials 
scramble to obtain the equipment 
needed to respond to the growing 
COVID-1  virus outbreak.

Jerrod Davis, assistant secre-
tary for disease control and health 
statistics at the Department of 
Health, said there is signifi cant 
global demand for these kinds of 
items and right now the state does 
not have enough to satisfy the 
needs of its communities.

Davis explained that the state’s 
joint operations team at Camp 
Murray, composed of the De-
partment of Enterprise Services, 
Department of Health, and Emer-
gency Management Division, 
is working collaboratively with 
many partners to procure the gear 
they need. He said health depart-
ments across the state report the 
quantity of equipment that they 
need and the joint operation team 
works to fulfi ll them.

Respirators, surgical masks, 
gowns, thermometers and sani-
tizing equipment have been de-
livered by the thousands. Linda 
Kent, public aff airs offi  cial for 
the Department of Enterprise Ser-
vices, said millions more have 
been requested, with the DES 
and other state agencies working 
creatively  to fulfi ll the critical 

need.
Davis said requests have been 

made for gear from the nation-
al stockpile, Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. Even pub-
lic equipment donations are being 

accepted.
Kent said the team is “leaving 

no stone unturned” as they reach 
out to private retailers and distrib-
utors for these products. They are 
working with manufacturers and 
urging them to “switch gears,” 
and join in the eff ort to supply 
lifesaving equipment.

Healthcare professionals are 
already having to take measures 
to conserve the increasingly valu-
able protective equipment.

Davis said the gear that is being 
obtained is being distributed to the 
most aff ected regions – including 
King County and nearby Western 
Washington counties where the 
virus is spreading quickly.

Kent said the need for person-
al protective equipment will be 

on-going as the healthcare com-
munity prepares for the long 
haul,  of this outbreak. As the 
coronavirus pandemic grows, 
Kent said there is “no way to pre-
dict what the need will be with 
great precision.

Department of Health: State does not have enough to address growing need

State scrambles for more
life-saving protective equipment

• LETTERS •

To the editor: 
For the fi rst time in Amer-

ican history we have not had 
a peaceful transfer of power 
after a presidential election. 
Because on Jan. 6, 2021, a 
career conman, who, to our 
lasting shame, happens to be 
president of the United States, 
attempted his biggest con – re-
versing the outcome of an elec-
tion he lost convincingly. Even 
with the help of his lap dogs in 
the administration and Con-
gress, with the endless stream 
of lies on Fox News, talk 
radio, and far-right websites, 
with the power of social media 
platforms to spread these lies 

A citizen’s view –

Trump-ed up: Assessing the president’s words and motives
far and wide, he failed. And 
when he couldn’t win in any 
state recount, or in any of the 
61 lawsuits he fi led, he turned 
to the streets, inciting a mob 
of supporters to march on the 
Capitol and force the election 
results to be thrown out. Here 
too he failed. But people died 
in his failed attempt at insur-
rection, and both our country 
and the idea of democracy 
itself have been diminished 
and stained by his actions. 

More than 74 million Amer-
icans voted for Donald Trump, 
including members of my own 
family. Most felt they had 
good reasons for doing so. But 

the events of last week should 
cause them to reconsider that 
decision. It is way past time to 
recognize that Donald Trump 
is and always has been a con-
man and wannabe mob boss. 
He cares exclusively about 
himself and getting away with 
his con of the moment. He 
doesn’t care about you or me 
or Mike Pence or the people 
he sent on the march to the 
Capitol. He doesn’t know or 
care about America. To benefi t 
himself, he simply makes 
promises to us marks with no 
thought of keeping them. Here 
are a few of the things the 
conman-in-chief promised: 

Jim Airy 
La Conner

• we’d get tired of all the winning 
• he’d build the wall, Mexico would pay for it 
• the Mexican children separated from their parents at the border would get great 
   treatment, like at summer camp 
• he’d bring back manufacturing, steelmaking, and coal mining 
• he’d spend trillions on infrastructure, creating more great jobs 
• he’d shut down North Korea’s nuclear bomb program 
• COVID was under control, only 15 people were infected, it would disappear like 
   magic, by Easter 
• COVID was a hoax by Democrats to hurt his re-election chances 
• hydroxychloroquine was a great treatment for COVID, bleach too 
• his big donor and new Postmaster General was making the Post Offi  ce more effi  cient 
   ahead of the election, although most mail-in ballots would be fraudulent 
• his election was stolen, the Republican governors and election offi  cials, and the scores 
  of Republican judges who rejected his lies were all corrupt weaklings 
• he’d march alongside his fellow patriots to the Capitol to take back the country 
• he’d take no responsibility at all. This promise he kept. 

Loyalty. What and who are we loyal to? The U.S. Constitution 
is the bedrock document upon which everything within the Unit-
ed State of America stands. Elected offi  cials, from the president, 
through the Congress, down to this and every district’s school 
board members, start their terms with an oath to the U.S. Con-
stitution. Our elected offi  cials serve us, in service to the Consti-
tution. Our government starts and ends with the Constitution.

Those loyal to President Trump over their nation are rev-
olutionaries against our government. They, as in every battle, 
showed their true colors. The insurrectionists storming the Cap-
itol Wednesday raised Trump and Confederate fl ags, so their 
America is not the United States. 

Their destruction starts with this fact: President Trump incited 
insurrection against the Constitution he took an oath to defend. 
Trump is a traitor to his oath and his country.

With two weeks left in his term he incited a mob that he had 
invited to the capital and instructed them to storm Congress, 
Congress’s crime? Their act for which Trump sent his hordes to 
attack? Congress was conducting its constitutional duty to certi-
fy the Electoral College ballots sent by the 50 states.

Trump has fought and denied our system of government. He 
had challenged state election systems and lost. He lost in the 
courts. Whether delusional as well as a denier of facts, he is a 
liar determined to break the system. Trump is loyal only to him-
self. He has again broken his oath.

On Wednesday Trump incited his minions to stop the actions 
of Congress. Government is a process. Trump’s process is to 
break democracy. He sent his mob that he called to gather, that 
he incited, that he instructed and that he then directed to march 
on the Capitol.

The last time the Capitol building was defaced, British troops 
did it in 1814. Until Wednesday, the Confederate battle fl ag – the 
fl ag of traitors, states that rose in rebellion against the United 
State – has never been carried into our nation’s Capitol. That is 
the fl ag of our nation’s sworn enemies.

In this Trump-created crisis, his supporters rioted against their 
government – our government. They used fl agpoles attached to 
the American fl ag to break windows and batter doors to break 
into the halls of Congress. They call themselves patriots, but the 
fl ags they carried read Trump and included the stars and bars of 
the Confederacy.

If we are patriots and do not adhere to the Constitution, what 
are we patriotic about? 

Some in the hordes claimed they were defending the Constitu-
tion, but they were as delusional and wrong and treasonous as 
Trump. They waved their fl ags. They pledged their allegiance. 
They are traitors all.

Now we, our neighbors and all our fellow citizens have to 
choose: will we be citizens of the United States or citizens of 
Trump world? Two fl ags waved over the Capitol last Wednes-
day. One was the American fl ag.

Are we loyal to the United States or to a president that has tak-
en his lies over the cliff  and is a traitor to his oath and country?

Who, and what are we loyal to? Loyalties don’t lie. Time to 
choose.

Trump’s life a long con
The Republican Party used to 

stand for strong American val-
ues. The character and morality 
of their candidates was important 
to voters. 

I ask you to compare John 
McCain to Donald Trump. John 
McCain was a war hero and an 
honest man. He understood po-
litical compromise as a necessity 
for functional government. John 
McCain and Joe Biden were best 
buddies even though they fought 
like cats and dogs on the fl oor 
of the Senate for their ideals and 
their constituents. 

Take a step back and look at the 
draft-dodger Trump. Which of 
the seven deadly sins does he not 
exhibit? Pride, greed, lust, envy, 
gluttony, wrath and sloth are on 
display for all to see. John Mc-
Cain devoted his life in service 
to his fellow Americans. Donald 
Trump serves only himself. 

Donald Trump is not a Repub-
lican. He is certainly not a con-
servative. He is not really even 
a politician. He is a con man and 
a charlatan, a life-long tax cheat, 
a sexual predator, a base and vile 
liar and a creature of Vladimir 
Putin. 

Yet 74 million Americans voted 
for him. This number terrifi es me. 

I believe that all Americans 
now live in the shadow of fascism 
and totalitarianism. Trump’s ef-
forts to overturn this election are 
unprecedented in American histo-
ry. Our constitutional safeguards 
stopped his naked power grab. 
But make no mistake this was an 
attempted coup d’état. 

The proper dwelling for Don-
ald Trump is not the White House 
or his garish faux palace Mar-a-
Lago, but a prison cell.
James Winchester
La Conner

Response to insurrection
Today I was asked to share my 

feelings about the events in our 
nation’s capital this past week. 
As I thought about the behavior 
of those involved in the move-
ment that led to the insurrection 
on what has always been a tra-
ditionally honorable event in 
our national election process, 
four words immediately came to 
mind: despicable, disgust, disap-
pointment and disgrace. 

I am extremely disappoint-
ed in the behavior of a number 
of citizens to be so degrading to 
such an important part of our na-
tion’s Capitol building, to force 
illegal entry with no respect for 
the historical sacredness of it. In 
addition to the physical damage, 
I cannot imagine the emotional 
trauma experienced by so many 
– the police and security offi  cers, 
reporters and the members of 
Congress and their staff . It must 
have been terrifying. 

The violent, deadly, shameful 
exhibit of so many sends shock, 
anger and worry to our citizens, 
as well as a confused and troubled 
message to the global community. 

At this time, to help heal the 
hearts of our nation, we need 
peace, hope and leadership. We 
will make it through this together 
if we stay positive and take a step 
closer to each other. 
Tricia Longworth 
La Conner 

A catechism is a set of, typical-
ly, religious instruction framed in 
the form of questions and answers 
to instruct the young, to win con-
verts, and to testify to the faith. A 
Trumpian catechism follows.

Why do you support President 
T rump?

The president puts America 
fi rst. He calls for law and order. 
He is against immigrants, social-
ists and homosexuals and criticiz-
es protesters who loot and riot.

How do you support the pres-
ident?

We follow him on Twitter. We 
organize, practice and prepare to 
follow his instructions. We stand 
down and stand by as he instructs. 
We vote. We gather before him. 
When he tells us to not be weak, 
we act, showing our strength.

Why did you come to the cap-
itol?

President Trump called us. He 
said the fraudulent election could 

not stand. We came to show we 
are patriots and to show our al-
legiance to the president. We 
brought a hangman’s noose and 
set up gallows for traitors to 
Trump.

Why did you march on the Cap-
itol?

President Trump told us to not 
show weakness. He said some 
Republicans and Vice President 
Pence needed encouragement to 
be bold. We showed our strength 
in our united, forceful action.

What did you do?
We raised our fl ag, the fl ag of 

President Trump. We raised the 
Confederate fl ag. We broke win-
dows and battered doors using 
fl agpoles holding the American 
fl ag. We called on the Capitol 
Police to join us and overpow-
ered them when they did not. We 
climbed the porticos and entered 
the halls of Congress to fi nd trai-
tors to President Trump.

What comes nex t?
We go home. We wait. We or-

ganize and recruit others. We plan 
and we train. We vote out weak 
Republicans not strong enough to 
support President Trump.

How do you k now the president 
supports you?

He told us he loves us and theat 
we are very special.

The gift of Jesus
I am remembering and refl ect-

ing on Christmas, 2020. There is 
only One whom I care to mention 
in this letter. He is Immanuel, 
God with us. I met Him person-
ally, that is I put my full trust in 
Him as my Savior and Lord at the 
age of 22. So He is my founda-
tion of truth. His word, the Bible, 
is my guide book in all aspects 
of my life; and I fi nd the truth of 
scripture will let me discern what 
is true and what is false in our 
world. 

I can recommend turning from 
one’s own way, to Him, not to a 
religion, but to a relationship, but 
to a living God, through Jesus, 
His only Son. He is the Forgiv-
er, Redeemer, Friend, Prince of 
Peace, the giver of life, the hope, 
the eternal God, and never have 
I regretted giving my life to Him 
56 years ago. 

He is our gift, fi rst in a man-
ger. He is our gift on a tree – the 
Cross, where He took our place. 
This is Jesus. He is Christmas.
Nancy Burlison
Shelter Bay




