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Up to 1,000 people marched 
through downtown Edmonds 
June 12 in an event promoted as 

a peaceful, silent march to support Black 
Lives Matter.

The march was one of more than 35 rec-
ognized by Black Lives Matter Seattle-King 
County. Ilana Balint organized the event.

“I kept going to the Westgate protests 
every day,” said Balint before the march, 
referring to recent demonstrations on the 
corner of Edmonds Way and 100th Avenue 
West. “I thought maybe it wasn’t enough.”

Balint saw that the Seattle Black Lives 
Matter chapter made a call to the public 
to organize in their hometowns. So she 
organized one in Edmonds.

After the march, Balint – who is white 
and an event planner by trade – received 
some criticism on social media for the lack 
of black representation in planning the 
event.

“I am saddened that the conversation has 
turned from the purpose and the cause of 
this march into something else,” she said.

“Number one is, I tried, and it was such a 
rapidly evolving event. It was only an-
nounced two days ago. Not that that’s an excuse, but I should 
have. But this was really piggybacking on the Black Lives Mat-
ter Seattle event. It was really just a replication of that event 

here in Edmonds.
“The cause was still the same. How I got 

there maybe was a little bit flawed, and 
that’s my bad. But we’re still saying the 
same things.”

Before the march, held under drizzly 
conditions, Councilmember Vivian Olson 
spoke to the gathered marchers. She said 
she was there as the voice of Edmonds’ 
elected officials, who are “120 percent in 
caring about this issue.”

“We’re a nation in mourning today,” she 
continued. “Wearing black today not only 
for the Black Lives Matter movement and 
for the symbolism of that. We’re mourning, 
and truly jarred by a string of heartbreaks 
and confronting racism and injustice, 
which has long plagued our country.

“We are gathered here today … because 
the citizens care and recognize their duty 
to stand up to hate, to prejudice, to racism. 
The Rev. King famously said that injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. 
We cannot, will not, rest until there is 
liberty and justice for all.”

The march began at Civic Park and con-
tinued west on Edmonds Street, north on 
Second Avenue North and then south on 
Sunset Avenue North. It then proceeded 
east on Bell Street, south on Second and 
up Main Street.

Edmond Police were on hand to direct 
traffic.
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Edmonds Police Cpl. Ryan Speer listens as a Black Lives Matter marcher speaks with him during the peaceful march through town.

Black Lives Matters supporters of all 
ages attended the Edmonds march.
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Black Lives Matter silent  
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Marching 
for justice
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The nationwide conversation 
on race and inequality has 

not skipped over Edmonds, which 
has seen Black Lives Matters ral-
lies and marches, questions about 
racism at a local business, and 
heated rhetoric on social media, 
including the Beacon’s Facebook 
page.

The conversation, of course, has 
mostly centered on the police, 
following the suffocating death of 
George Floyd at the hands – and 
knee – of a Minneapolis police 
officer on May 26.

Now, questions about “defund-
ing” the police, providing more 
transparency in the form of police 
body cameras, and increased 
police accountability have dom-

Police chief says body 
cameras may become 
reality if funding secured

An incident at Main Street 
Nails in Edmonds has 

become a flashpoint for heated 
comments on social media during 
a time of rising tension after the 
death of George Floyd, a black 
man, at the hands of four white 
police officers in Minneapolis.

The incident concerned an 
African American couple and 
two employees, Trinh Le and Tin 
Nguyen of Lynnwood.

According to Edmonds Police 
Sgt. Josh McClure, at about 1:28 
p.m. Tuesday, June 9, an officer 
was dispatched to a 911 hang-up 
at 220 Main St. As the officer 

Nail salon 
and customers  
are subject of  
‘disagreement’

BY BRIAN SOERGEL
EDMONDSEDITOR@YOURBEACON.NET

BY BRIAN SOERGEL
EDMONDSEDITOR@YOURBEACON.NET

see POLICE POLICIES page 19  u

see NAIL SALON page 15  u

For more Black Lives Matter  March  
photos, go The Beacon’s Facebook page


