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CHINOOK — Rhett’s Ranch is 
a place Anne Mattson’s son would 
have never wanted to leave.

The property in Chinook is 
part of what used to be her grand-
father’s cattle farm. The ranch 
is still a work in progress, but by 
August, Mattson envisions it will 
be a place where families can play 
with animals, tire playgrounds and 
yard games and take tractor rides 
and explore the surrounding “fairy 
forest.”

Mattson came up with the idea 
earlier this year as a way to memo-
rialize her 1-year-old son, Rhett, 
who died last July after climb-
ing over a fence and falling into a 
pond. He died after several days on 
life support.

‘Gone at any moment’

She said her two biggest fears
since her son died are forgetting
the memories they shared together
and others forgetting he existed.
She wants Rhett’s Ranch to be
a place where children and their
families can relax, play and enjoy
time together.

“I don’t have that anymore,
and I miss it a lot,” she said. “And
I want people to realize, it can be
gone at any moment — you never
know.”

Mattson, a single mother,
moved back to the peninsula from
Bend in 2019 to be with family
after Rhett was born. She said she
had tried to get pregnant through a
clinic for years.

$2.00 118th Year — No. 32 Wednesday, July 8, 2020CHINOOKOBSERVER.COM

7

294674 0 0 0 1 6 6

 Anne Mattson’s son, Rhett.

 Anne Mattson at Rhett’s Ranch in Chinook.

PENINSULA LIFE: EXPLORE THE RICH
HISTORY OF MCGOWAN, FISHING
VILLAGE ON THE EDGE OF MEMORY

By ASHLEY NERBOVIG
Chinook Observer

L
ONG BEACH PENINSULA — 
Hazy from smoke and smelling 
of sulfur, the Long Beach Pen-

insula’s Independence Day celebra-
tions were not dampened by fears of 
covid-19.

Earlier in the week, officials wor-
ried the holiday would be exceptional 
rowdy, due to July 4 landing on a Sat-
urday. But it was a pretty typical year, 
and the festivities weren’t over the top, 
said Flint Wright, police chief for the 
Long Beach Police Department.

“It was a good Fourth,” Wright said.
Cars did seem to be spread farther 

up the beach than in years past, which 
could be due to people trying to keep 
some distance between groups, he 
said.

There was a constant stream of traf-
fic through the beach approaches and 
cars filled the parking lots. People left 
their faces uncovered for the most part 
and discarded masks littered the beach 
along with the remains of mortars and 
cakes.

Tate Seals, 47, and Heather Seals, 
46, said they came from Longview, 
Washington to perform a great show 
and mark the holiday with their core 
group of friends.

“We’re so glad they left the beach 
open,” Heather Seals said.

The couple got married outside the 
Chautauqua Lodge 25 years ago and 
have spent the July Fourth at the beach 
for the past two decades. This year, the 
couple spent $2,020 on fireworks for 
their personal display, which seemed 
fitting, Heather Seals said.

By BRANDON CLINE
Chinook Observer

LONG BEACH PENINSULA — 
As local officials expected, communi-
ties on the peninsula were overflowing 
during the Fourth of July weekend, even 
as newly confirmed cases of covid-19 
reached record highs in Washington and 
the cities of Long Beach and Ilwaco can-
celed popular Independence Day fire-
work shows.

Gov. Jay Inslee’s statewide public 
facemask order was largely observed 
when people flocked to grocery stores 
to meet their holiday weekend needs. An 
Observer analysis, conducted on July 4 
and 5 at Sid’s Supermarket in Seaview 
and Jack’s Country Store and Okie’s 
Thriftway Market in Ocean Park, found 
that about 90% of shoppers wore masks 
while inside the stores when the observa-
tions occurred.

Each grocery store had signage posted 
inside and outside their buildings implor-
ing shoppers to wear masks. Karen Gove, 
front-end manager for Okie’s, estimated 
that about 98% of all customers she 
observed on Monday, July 6, following 
the weekend rush, were wearing masks. 
Overall, she said she has been pleased 
with how shoppers have adhered to the 
order.

Chuck Winn, manager of Sid’s, said 
the store requires its customers to wear 
masks. If a shopper does not have a 
mask, he said the store will supply them 
with one. While Sid’s was predictably 
busy over the weekend, he said the store 
was able to maintain social distance and 
health measures.

The statewide mandatory mask order 
went into effect on June 26, although 
local law enforcement agencies said they 
would not arrest people for not wearing a 
mask. Long Beach Chief of Police Flint 
Wright said businesses could call police 
if a person refuses to wear a mask in the 
business after being asked to, at which 
point he said it would become a trespass-
ing issue. Pacific County Sheriff Robin 
Souvenir said his office is focused on 
education.

Peninsula 
shoppers 
buy in to 
statewide 
mask order

July 4 passes without major incident

LUKE WHITTAKER

Spectators watch as fi reworks explode celebrating Independence Day on Saturday, July 4 in Long Beach.

ASHLEY NERBOVIG

Thousands of people gathered on the beach to watch fi reworks on Saturday, July 4. 

With so many individual displays, the beach was hazy with smoke and smelled of sulfur.

ASHLEY NERBOVIG

Tate Seals, 47, and Heather Seals, 46, spent $2,020 on their fi reworks display this year, 

which “seemed fi tting,” Heather said. The couple married 25 years ago in front of the 

Chautauqua Lodge in Long Beach and have come to the peninsula for the Fourth of July 

almost every year since.

CROWDED BUT NOT ROWDY
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Beaches avoid trash catastrophe • A11
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See Masks, Page A8

‘WE’RE DOING THIS 
BECAUSE OF THE 

VERY TROUBLESOME 
SPIKE IN THE NUMBER 

OF CASES WE ARE
EXPERIENCING 

ACROSS THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON.’

Gov. Jay Inslee
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A car powers through deep rivets left in the sand on their way to 

a spot on the beach on Saturday, July 4 in Long Beach.

LUKE WHITTAKER

Signs reminding people to socially distance were placed at 

entrances to beach approaches.

LUKE WHITTAKER

The Bolstad beach approach was bustling at sunset on Saturday, July 4.

ASHLEY NERBOVIG

As the sun set at about 9 p.m. on Saturday, July 4, people visiting the Long Beach Peninsula began to set off fireworks in earnest and 

many continued into the morning of Sunday, July 5.

“It’s something the fam-
ily loves to do together so 
it’s worth it,” she said.

The Seals bought whole-
sale, and estimated the retail 
cost for their display to be 
closer to $5,000.

Another group of about 
10 people from Vancou-
ver, Washington woke up at 
5:30 a.m. to secure the first 
picnic table near the entrance 
of the Bolstand Avenue 
beach approach. The group 
was made up of two fami-
lies who spent a combined 
$1,700 on their fireworks.

“We’ve been coming to 
this same spot six or seven 
years,” said Matt Mohagen.

One group said they came 
from Zillah, Washington, in 
Yakima County. One group 
said they came up from Port-
land. Another traveled down 
from Tacoma.

The Washington State 
Department of Transpor-
tation maintains a network 
of 100 permanent traffic 
recorders within the state. 
Two are in Pacific County: 
One is near the county’s 
south end, at the intersection 
of U.S. Highway 101 and 
state Route 401, just north of 
the Astoria-Megler Bridge; 
the other is near Nemah, at 
the intersection of U.S. 101 
and state Route 4.

Both highways showed a 
spike in traffic leading up to 
the holiday.

To measure traffic flow 
changes from year to year, 
the Transportation Depart-
ment compares traffic counts 
to the average amount of traf-
fic per the day of the week 
for the previous month and 

year. So, to compare traffic 
from Thursday, July 2, to the 
previous year’s traffic data, 
analysts average the amount 
of traffic recorded for each 
Thursday in July 2019.

On Thursday, July 2, the 
recorder north of the Astoria 
bridge reported about 18.3% 
more vehicles compared to 
July 2019. The next day, Fri-
day, July 3, traffic was up by 
13.2%. In total for those two 
days, the recorders counted 
more than 22,000 vehi-
cles traveling through the 
intersection.

Traffic near Nemah 
also swelled, with a 9.3% 
increase on Thursday and 
a 6.3% increase on Friday, 
with a total count of more 
than 9,000 vehicles.

Washington State Patrol 
Sgt. Bradley Moon said it 
was obvious more cars were 
on the road. Patrol assisted 
other agencies in making 
about seven DUI arrests 
during the weekend.

Pacific County Fire Dis-
trict No. 1 Chief Jacob 
Brundage said his district 
responded to about 40 inci-
dents from July 3 to July 5. 
This included dumpster fires 
as well as grass and building 
fires.

“The Fourth of July is 
always busy for the fire 
department,” Brundage said 
in an email to the Observer 
Monday, July 6.

The amount of activity 
was consistent with previous 
years, Brundage said.

Fireworks began in ear-
nest at about 9 p.m. Satur-
day, with massive sky high 
explosions up and down the 
beach. Things calmed down 
near the time they were sup-
posed to, at about midnight, 
Wright said.

July 4
Continued from Page A1

PHOTOS BY LUKE WHITTAKER

LEFT: Left to right: Gabe Short, of Renton, and Gabe Huber, of Independence, Or., ride a Coleman minibike down Bolstad Avenue toward the beach on Saturday, July 4 in Long Beach. RIGHT: Thousands 

descended on the Long Beach Peninsula over the Independence Day weekend, including a majority along the Bolstad beach approach, pictured.
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Spectators gather on the sand dunes at sunset before the start of 

fireworks on Saturday, July 4 in Long Beach.

LUKE WHITTAKER

Volunteers from Pacific County Fire District #1 douse a dune grass fire north of the Bolstad beach

approach on Friday, July 3. The department responded to more than 40 incidents over the holiday

weekend, including three grass fires.

ASHLEY NERBOVIG

Matt May, 31, and Sarah May, 34, kiss while the sunsets on the 

Long Beach Peninsula during Saturday’s Fourth of July festiv-

ities. The couple was just in town for the evening and planned to 

head back to Portland Sunday, July 5.

LUKE WHITTAKER

Vancouver resident Matt Mohagen prepares dinner on the grill 

for family and friends at the site they secured at 5:30 a.m. “We’ve 

been coming to this spot for 6 or 7 years,” said Mohagen.
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A boy smiles as he rides in the bed of a pickup truck on their way 

to watch the fireworks on Saturday, July 4 in Long Beach.

FOURTH OF JULY BY THE NUMBERS

By ASHLEY NERBOVIG
Chinook Observer

122 
incidents reported to Pacific County Sheriff’s Office on July 
3 and July 4

40 
number of incidents Pacific County Fire District No. 1 re-
sponded to between July 3 and July 5.

26
EMS related calls out of the 40 incidents

4
dumpster fires

3
grass and brush fires

11 
Fireworks complaints responded to by Long Beach Police 
Department between July 3 and July 5.

By BRANDON CLINE
Chinook Observer

LONG BEACH PEN-
INSULA — With no orga-
nized post-Fourth of July 
beach cleanup taking place 
this year because of con-
cerns over covid-19, city 
and community officials 
relied on smaller groups 
of volunteers, educating 
beachgoers and enacting 
preventative measures to 
try and keep the peninsu-
la’s beaches clean.

On June 23, Grassroots 
Garbage Gang announced 
that they would not be 
organizing the usual July 
5 beach cleanup this year 
due to the threat and con-
straints of the coronavi-
rus. The group urged visi-
tors and residents alike to 
volunteer and form smaller 
groups to clean an area 
of the beach, while also 
working with the city of 
Long Beach and Wash-
ington State Parks to raise 
awareness about keeping 
the beaches clean on July 
4.

At the Sid Snyder and 
Bolstad approaches on 
July 4, city employees 
handed bags to beachgoers 
and posted dumpsters for 
people to throw away their 
trash as they left the beach 
later in the evening. Dump-
sters were also posted at 
approaches on Cranberry 
Road and in Klipsan Beach 
and Ocean Park. Peninsula 
Sanitation Service said 
it was still collecting its 
dumpsters from the vari-
ous locations on the penin-
sula and would not have a 
figure for how much trash 
was disposed of until later 
this week.

Washington CoastSav-
ers, an alliance of volun-
teers, nonprofits, civic 

organizations and govern-
ment agencies dedicated 
to keeping Washington’s 
beaches clean, said it had 
several hundred volunteers 
in Long Beach on July 5 
to help the beach cleanup 
efforts. The group was 
founded in 2007 and has 
removed over 1 million 
pounds of debris from over 
60 coastal beaches.

Wendy Murry, Adopt-
a-Beach coordinator for 
Grassroots Garbage Gang, 
said while the aftermath 
on July 5 could have been 
much worse, there was and 
still is much work needed 
to be done to keep the 
beaches as clean as they 
should be.

“I live where I can just 
look over the dunes and 
see in Long Beach what’s 
going on, and my stomach 
was hurting when I went 
over on the Fourth to look, 
because I was like ‘there’s 
no way, this is just going 
to be so bad,’” said Murry. 
“When I went down the 
next morning, it was bad. 
People should be shocked, 
it’s horrible what happens 
to our beach — but it was 
not as bad as it could have 
been.”

Murry said she had an 
eye on several of the larger 
groups on the beach on the 
Fourth of July, but said she 
was impressed how many 
took the “pack it in, pack 
it out” motto to heart. In 
some cases, though, the 
message may have needed 
to be “truck it in, truck it 
out” due to the massive 
footprint of some groups.

“It’s a fine line of giv-
ing kudos to all of the good 
work done, but also to keep 
pushing the wheel. We can 
always do better, that’s just 
the way life is,” Murry 
said.

LUKE WHITTAKER

Spent fireworks litter the beach on Sunday, July 5 in Seaview.
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A volunteer prepares to toss a bag of debris in a dumpster 

near the Bolstad beach approach on Sunday, June 5 in Long 

Beach.
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A good samaritan in a truck helps free a stuck minivan ahead of an rising surf on Friday, July 3 in Seaview. The truck was able to free 

the mini van in time.
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After arriving at 5:30 to secure a special spot, Chris Schoonmaker 

rests under a mountain of fireworks. Schoonmaker, along with

10 other family and friends, spent nearly $2,000 combined in 

fireworks to celebrate Independence Day.
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