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LONG BEACH PENIN-
SULA — In mid-March, 
Gov. Jay Inslee closed 

schools and many businesses, 
banned large gatherings and 
asked people to stay home when 
at all possible in an attempt to 
slow the spread of covid-19.

Since then, about 500 people 
in Washington have died from 
the disease, out of more than 
10,000 confirmed cases. Amer-
icans have filed more than 22 
million initial unemployment 
claims over the past four weeks, 
a record-setting number with no 
historical equal.

In Pacific County, dozens of 
local restaurants have closed, 
while others have shifted to take 
out only. Pacific County set up 
mobile testing sites to try and 
track the disease. And a team 
of 35 or so quilters and sewers 
are working to make sure every 
person who needs one can have 
a cloth mask when they go out 
in public. Food banks are report-
ing people stopping and donating 
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World War I, what was known at 
the time as the Great War, began in 
Europe in 1914. In spring of 1917 
the United States entered that con-
flict, and in November 1918 it con-
cluded. As soldiers returned to their 
homelands they were accompanied 
by a new deadly flu, the “Spanish” 
influenza, which soon spread to the 
rest of the world.

Wartime censorship, lack of 
expert medical knowledge and 
other factors meant the great influ-
enza pandemic of 1918-19 was far 
less reported by the news media 
of that era than is true of covid-19 
today.

In hindsight, the pandemic a 
century ago was one of the worst 

calamities in human memory. “The 
1918 influenza pandemic was the 

most severe pandemic in recent 
history,” the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control says. “It was caused 
by an H1N1 virus with genes of 
avian origin. Although there is 
not universal consensus regard-
ing where the virus originated, it 
spread worldwide during 1918-
1919. In the United States, it was 
first identified in military personnel 
in spring 1918.

“It is estimated that about 500 
million people or one-third of 
the world’s population became 
infected with this virus. The num-
ber of deaths was estimated to be 
at least 50 million worldwide with 
about 675,000 occurring in the 
United States.”

This death toll far exceeded that 
of World War I. Multiple waves of 
infection swept the nation and the 

world, eventually reaching into 
every secluded backwater. It is 
partly with this lesson in mind that 
such efforts are being taken to slow 
the spread of the new coronavirus. 
Although influenza and coronavi-
rus are entirely different at a genetic 
level, both are respiratory diseases. 
And as was the case with H1N1 flu 
in 1918, covid-19 is a virus newly 
adapted to infecting humans, mean-
ing that we lack any immunity to it.

Flu touchs Lower Columbia

While influenza’s many impacts 
were rarely reported with big head-
lines on page 1, news of the health-
care disaster was conveyed in more 
subtle ways. Here is a summary of 
what appeared in local newspapers 
— primarily the Chinook Observer:

“On the Sandridge road last 

Sunday automobiles crowded with
soldiers from Ft. Stevens and Ft.
Canby kept the road dusty with 
autos speeding to Ilwaco with gun-
nysacks loaded with sphagnum
moss gathered on the Dr. Paul cran-
berry marsh and other places, to be 
shipped to Seattle and packed in
hospital bandages, and later to be 
forwarded by the Red Cross orga-
nization to the western front in 
France.”

— April 26, 1918, The Chinook
Observer

“Fort Canby [now part of Cape 
Disappointment State Park] quar-
antined. Spanish Influenza, the
disease that is causing no end of 
trouble and apprehension through-
out the country, is making itself
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A coordinated effort among Pacific County public health nurses, Department of Public Works, Pacific County Sheriff’s Office and Pacific County Health and Human Services has allowed the mobile 

testing to go smoothy.
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Cheryl Cochran sits on her doorstep with her laptop in hand . Cochran is a special education 

teacher in Ilwaco and has spent the past few weeks working to set up online education for 

her students. ‘I just want to be around my kids,’ she said. ‘I want to be watching them grow.’
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A lone woman walks through an empty downtown Long Beach on Saturday, April 11. Under 

normal circumstances the streets would be filled with locals and tourists celebrating the annual 

Razor Clam Festival which has been postponed until fall amid the coronavirus outbreak.
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From left, Jan Turkmen, Lila Turkmen, Blake 

Turkmen, Liam Turkmen and Arielle Stewart peek 

through the window of their home in Long Beach 

in early April. ‘It’s brought us a lot closer together. 

We’ve really enjoyed each other’s company,’ 

Stewart said. ‘We’re only two weeks in. Ask me 

again in six weeks.’

BLESSINGS ARISE 
FROM CATASTROPHE

Confronting covid with courage, generosity, intelligence and creativity

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE

An old magazine ad touts bed 

rest and attentive care as the best 

strategy for overcoming influenza 

and chicken pox.

See Blessings, Page B10

See Flu, Page B4
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food and locals in the area 
have arranged to adopt senior 
students to help them be cel-
ebrated despite not having 
graduation ceremonies.

In an April 16 interview 
with Pacific County Pub-
lic Health Officer Steven 
Krager, he said it is still not 
clear when businesses will 
begin to reopen. But even 
when it happens, it will be 
with enhanced precautions 
to avoid seeing another 
spike in covid-19 cases.

Here are some images 
from our communities as 
they have moved together 
through the covid-19 pan-
demic: Heroic healthcare 
workers, volunteers mak-
ing face masks to keep oth-
ers safe, residents keeping 
themselves and our commu-
nities out of harm’s way.

Even the momentous 
events eventually fade away 
into history, but it’s certain 
this coronavirus pandemic 
will be long remembered. 
It’s up to each of us to ensure 
it’s recalled as a bad time 
that we survived, in which 
we came together as neigh-
bors and came out stronger.

Blessings: This coronavirus pandemic will be long remembered
Continued from Page B1
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Pacific County Public Health Nurse Amanda Berube puts on personal protective equipment prior

to starting mobile testing Thursday, April 9 in Long Beach.
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Pacific County Public 

Heath Nurse Lori 

Craig Ashley assists 

fellow nurse Amanda 

Berube put on personal 

protective equipment 

prior to the start of 

mobile testing Thursday, 

April 9 in Long Beach.
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Cecile LeFevre, 58, watches as Dixie Cooper makes a face mask at her 

sewing machine on April 9. LeFevre has sewed more than 500 masks 

since March 27 when Cooper helped spearhead a group of peninsula

residents to make and distribute the masks.

LUKE WHITTAKER

Public Health and Human Services employee Jenny Weyl adjusts her

mask prior to the start of mobile testing for covid-19 on April 9 in 

Long Beach.
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Lisa Smith reads from her tablet from her living room window, facing out to the expansive Willapa Bay from her home in Long Beach. ‘It’s been my Groundhog Day,’ Lisa said. ‘It’s the same thing every 

day. It’s tedious and peaceful.’
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From left, Chandy Gaub, Cameron Katelnikoff, Tristan Katel-

nikoff, Kaylie Gaub and Micah Denby stand on the deck of their 

100-year-old home in Seaview. Kaylie and Micah are expecting 

their first child. ‘Not being able to have any sort of income right 

now is probably the hardest part of all this,’ Kaylie said.

Pacific County 

Sheriff’s Office 

Program Coordi-

nator Volunteer 

Howard Chang 

helps coor-

dinate the mobile 

testing site in 

Long Beach.
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H.G. ‘Buzz’ Bissinger sits on a chair with his dog, ‘Casie,’ 

curled up on his lap at his home off of Willapa Bay.
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Dan, left, and Eve Lee stand on the porch of their home and art studio, Hobo Junction, in Long Beach. Since the closure, the 

couple continues to make art from their salvaged goods. Dan is learning to carve wooden figures, while Eve is welding figu-

rines from scrap metal.
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