
Page 12Thursday, September 10, 2020
Cheney Free Press

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

TAWNI
mckinney

Real Estate Broker

Your West Plains Real Estate Specialist!

•Safeguards In Place with Gloves and Sanitizer 
•Appointment-Only Showings & Open Houses •Virtual Tours & Photography

•Limited Risk Exposure (1-2 Persons at a Time) •Live Video Home Tours  
•Extensive Social Media Advertising •Electronic Document Signings

509.768.4440
   homesoldbytawni@gmail.com

Is your agent prepared to market your home during COVID-19?
IT’S A SELLER’S MARKET NOW MORE THAN EVER. Take advantage of your equity position and call me to list today!

Marie Meyer Schlomer, 
70 year Cheney resident 
turns 100!

Born September 12, 1920, Marie 
graduated from Sacred Heart 
nursing school in 1942. Lifelong 
member of the German hall and 
German choir. Loves visiting 
with family and friends as well 
as bird watching. There will be a 
gathering at Sutton park, Cheney, 
WA. September 12th from 1-3 pm, 
social distancing standards apply.

Cards may be sent to PO Box 315, 
Four Lakes, WA 99014. 
Happy birthday Marie!

We love you!

Marie Schlomer
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Your Autocare Center

14024 W. Hwy. 2 Airway Heights, WA 99001

509-244-3768

• Suspension/Brake
• Electrical Specialist
• Engine Diagnostic
• Transmission & Drive Train
• Air Conditioning
• Lube Oil & Filter
• Alignments
• Factory Scheduled Maintenance

All Makes and Models Welcome
1 Year 12,000 Warranty on every repair

We Accept Aftermarket Warranties

INLAND
SALES & SERVICE

By Jana Mathia
Whitman County Gazette

COLFAX — A fast-
moving brush fire here 
destroyed two houses 
and a shop Monday, Sept. 
7.

Fire crews were dis-
patched at 10:40 a.m. for a 
fire on the hill west of the 
city where flames were 
reported between Crom-
well and West streets.

The blaze  spread 
across the hillside and 
destroyed the Garcia fam-
ily home on Cromwell 
street and the Pugh fam-
ily home on Crestview 
Drive, officials said. The 
garage belonged to an-
other family. 

Much of the hillside 
was burned, as well.

Another fire call went 
out at 10:51 a.m. for what 
is now known as the Man-
ning Fire. 

The fire was report-
ed in the area of Green 
H o l l o w  R o a d ,  n e a r 
the Manning Bridge 
just west of the city. 
Burning in dry fuel and 
propelled by wind gusts 
of up to 45 mph, the blaze 
spread at an alarming 
rate, officials said.

Whitman County 
Emergency Manager Bill 
Tensfeld set up the inci-
dent command and re-
quested state assistance 
with managing the fires. 

The Manning Fire spread 
across the Palouse River 
and canyon west of town 
to the Morley Road area. 

I t  progressed far 
enough to jump Endi-
cott Road, but was put 
out immediately and 
held at Endicott Road, 
Whitman County Sher-
iff Brett Meyer said. 
A few structures were 
destroyed in the Manning 
Fire, including the Man-
ning Bridge which was 
believed to be one of the 
last covered rail bridges 
in the state, although the 
rail line has long been 
inactive.

Cause of the Man-
ning Fire is unknown. 
According to the South-
east Washington Incident 
Management Team, fire 
acres were burned in the 
Colfax fire and it has been 
100% contained. 

The Manning Fire 
burned approximately 
2,000 acres and is 0% 
contained, officials said. 
Fire crews were still ac-
tively working on the 
Colfax fire scene until 
sunset. Mop up efforts 
and heavy monitoring 
were continuing at press 
time due to the concern 
over continued winds. 
Units are believed to have 
come from every district 
in county. Once state mo-
bilization was called in, 

outside help arrived as 
well, including from Spo-
kane and Tri-Cities. 

What units exactly 
responded to which fire 
is difficult to say due to 
the overlap of response 
and need for resources. 
The Colfax Eagles hosted 
a free meal last night for 
firefighters, volunteers 
and anyone else who 
needed it. They were able 
to donate 10 cases of wa-
ter, 200 bowls of soup, 

100 brats, 48 cookies and 
50 bags of chips to fire-
fighters, volunteers and 
displaced families. 

The Eagles is collect-
ing donations for the fire 
victims this week, every 
day from 5 p.m. to clos-
ing. Household dona-
tions needed include lin-
ens, food, baby formula, 
diapers, clothes for men, 
women and children and 
personal hygiene prod-
ucts.

Garth Meyer/Whitman County Gazette
A Colfax house burns in the fast-moving Manning Fire in Whitman County.

Manning Fire destroys two homes




