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Wheeler’s Deli Wheeler’s  
Smoke-N-Gas
7453 Sunnyside-Mabton Hwy

Mabton, WA 98935
509-894-4080

Operation hours 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

is now serving

Fish and Chips and Clam Chowder 
plus

CHINESE FOOD: Orange Chicken and Fried Rice

- CEVICHE is served all weekend, every weekend! -
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SHS Sophomore Mateo Armandariz makes full contact with senior Preston Erwin during the Grizzlies’ first practice with pads and helmets on 
Friday, Feb. 19.
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Maricela Escobar, Victor Ramos’ mother grieves for her 28-year-old son after she, along with family and friends 
said goodbye outside Smith Funeral Home in Sunnyside on Thursday, Feb. 11.

Sunnyside FFA chapter’s new greenhouse flourishes with excitement

SHS students go 
hybrid Monday

Victor Ramos crosses � nish 
line in racing reverence Alexa Allen nurtures 

yak pack’s native 
character

■ JULIA HART
Reporter 

With a new chapter year 
comes new projects and, 
with luck, the grand opening 
of the new Sunnyside 

High School 2,100 square 
greenhouse in May.

After going a year without a 
greenhouse operation, things 
like landscaping design and, 
more importantly, the filling 
of the interior space with 

tender young plants is an 
exciting time for FFA Chapter 
Advisor and SHS Agriculture 
instructor Jared Ziegler. 

Now in his fourth year 
at SHS, he had hoped that 
2020 would be his breakout 

year with larger chapter 
members recruitments and 
more focus on leadership 
projects along with all things 
agri-business-related. 

The greenhouse is a 
big part of the chapter’s 

and horticulture business 
component, he admits and 
plus the hands-on feel for 
working with the plants, 
scheduling, and tending 
as well as the business of 
marketing the ‘crop.’

The state-of-the-art 2,100 
square foot building was built 
during the past years and is 
now ready for students. 

“We are receiving new 

■ JULIA HART 
Reporter

As the parents attended a 
virtual community forum to 
learn of the Sunnyside High 
School reopening plans 
on Monday, March 1, the 
school board have its stamp 
of approval on Monday, 
Feb. 22 in the high school 
auditorium.

While the public 
participation was small at its 
board’s first open meeting 
held since March 2020, 
with only about six people, 
more than 47 listened in via 
the zoom platform.

“We’re very excited to 
get students back in the 
classroom,” SHS Principal 
Ryan Maxwell said Monday, 
noting that 1,400 students 
declared they want to take 
part in the hybrid learning 
program, out of the school’s 
enrollment of more than 
2,000 students. 

The learning model will 
look different with students 

having their computers in 
one classroom with virtual 
instruction, similar to how 
district instruction is being 
done in the K-8 grades, 
Maxwell explained. 

Having 12 students in 
classrooms will further 
minimize movement in 
the halls, but Maxwell 
said they will still have the 
opportunity to socialize and 
study together.

The freshmen will be on 
campus Monday, March 
1 and Tuesday, March 
2, to get oriented to the 
system. Thursday, March 
4 and Friday, March 5, 
the remaining sophomore, 
junior and senior classes will 
be on campus. 

Maxwell announced the 
hybrid schedule will be fully 
implemented by March 8.

“We have had 250 seniors 
in class for the past month 
and it has worked well,” 
Maxwell remarked. 

■PATRICK SHELBY
Managing Editor

Victor Ramos was 
affectionately called, ‘little 
big brother’ by his four 
sisters because he acted like 
the oldest and helped take 
care of them all, Erica Serfin 
voiced while remaining 
hopeful justice will be served.

“Put yourself in our shoes. 
You would want justice for 
your family as much as we 
want justice for our brother. 
We would like closure. To 
find out who did this and 
be able to ask why,” Serfin 
expressed during an interview 
on Monday, Feb. 22.

She urged the public 
to assist the Sunnyside 
Police Department with the 
homicide investigation of 
28-year-old Ramos. He was 
shot at 2100 Roosevelt Court, 
approximately 4:13 p.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 31.

Witnesses reported shots 
were fired from a black sedan 
which immediately fled the 

■PATRICK SHELBY
Managing Editor

With an extremely dense 
and woolly undercoat of 
insulation entwined in 

the long black and white 
fur that hangs down over 
Betty’s stocky domestic 
yak frame, just past her 
thick belly: the older 

diva’s dark smooth horns 
extend out from the sides 
of her broad head, gently 
curving upright with strict 
principles.

Her candid and winter 
character is 
brilliantly 
expressed in 
the pasture 
with the rest 
of the active 
herd. Betty, 
a 600 pound 
heifer, Royal 
colored yak, 
aggressively 
swings her 
head and 
forces Duke, 
an inquisitive 
18-month-old 

bull in training to swiftly 
move out of her way.

“They love the snow. 

area. Detectives informed the 
family that the investigation 
is moving forward at a steady 
pace, the oldest sibling said.

According to Serfin, her 
family remains optimistically 
hopeful that the Sunnyside 

Police Department will be 
able to see the case through to 
the very end. She recognizes 
there are other families who 
share similar experiences 
of heartbreaking loss and 
some of those cases remain 

unsolved or have gone cold.
“It’s been hard. Because 

it’s always the why,” Serfin 
stated. “Why did they do this 
to him. We’re never going to 
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Betty, Sassy and Duke are part of the seven yak 
herd, owned by Alexa Allen and her husband 
Ryan Hernandez of Sunnyside.
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BIG CAT, ONE�ON�ONE DRILL


