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RitZViLLe — Republican Sen. 
Mark Schoesler was sworn in Friday, 
Jan. 8, in the adams county court-
house for his fifth term representing 
the Ninth Legislative District in the 
state Senate.

adams county District court 
Judge carolyn Benzel administered 
the oath of office. 

Schoesler said 
this was his first and 
only time taking the 
oath in his home-
town — and assuming 
things go back to “nor-
mal.”

the ability to 
take the oath here 
came as Gov. Jay in-
slee continued to shut-
down the state, citing 
the coronavirus. 

Meanwhile, lawmakers had to 
appear Monday in the capitol Build-
ing in olympia to vote on working re-
motely and generally shutting down 
all in-person access to legislative pro-
ceedings. (See story on Page 2.)

the session opened Monday, Jan. 
11, and is scheduled to adjourn april 
25.

But one benefit of being home, 
Schoesler said, was the opportunity 
to have his grandchildren witness the 
event.

“considering how many of the de-
cisions we make in the Legislature af-
fect the generations to come, i thought 
it was appropriate to have them with 
me,” Schoesler said. 

Surprise to Schoesler
the chance to honor the tradition 

from home actually came as a bit of a 
surprise. 

“it’s usually a big opening event, 
and only due to health concerns would 
someone be sworn in from home,” 
Shoesler said. “typically, a member 
of the state Supreme court visits the 
Senate and house chambers on the 

coLFaX — Schools 
Superintendent Jerry 
Pugh announced Monday 
that he intends for all 
students to be back for 
daily, in-person learning 
Feb. 1.

addressing the 
School Board – which 
will need to formally ap-
prove of the plan at its 
Jan. 25 meeting – Pugh 
noted the district’s ex-
perience with elemen-
tary students this fall, 
in-person full-time, new 
research and available 
data, discussions with 
interim county health 
Director chris Skidmore, 
the teachers’ union and 

more, all of which have 
led to a path to bring all 
students back.

“the No. 1 focus is 
first and foremost, the 
safety of students and 

staff,” Pugh said. 
Grades 7-12 returned 

to part-time, in-person 
learning in october. 

Pugh reiterated to 
the board of “one substan-
tial issue” with the virus 
this fall with one sport’s 
practices, after which the 
program was stopped.

he noted that after 
thanksgiving, little-to-no 
change occurred regard-
ing the virus and after 

christmas now, up to 25 
students and adults are 
being tested and stay-
ing home, some of whom 
have tested positive.

in looking at how to 
bring back all students, 
high school Principal 
David Gibb and Mainte-
nance Superivor Mark 
Brown went around the 
building, measuring 
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PaLouSe — a small 
airplane overturned after 
touching down at 2:05 
p.m. Friday, Jan. 8, at a 
private airstrip two miles 
east of town.

two people — a flight 
instructor and presumed 
student pilot — were 
aboard the cessna 170 at 
the time of the crash at 
Schoepflin airport, 801 
Ringo Road, the Whit-
man county Sheriff’s of-
fice reported. 

at press time, the 

Gazette was still awaiting 
the release of the names 
of the flight instructor 
and student pilot. 

a spokesman at the 
airport said the plane was 
at the field “for instruc-
tional purposes,” but was 
unable to offer any details 
on those aboard the plane 
when it flipped over.

the aircraft, a 1955 
fixed-wing single engine 
plane, is registered to 
William cannan of Peta-
luma, calif., Faa records 
show.

a preliminary report 
from Whitman county 
undersheriff chris chap-
man said deputies deter-
mined a flight instructor 
and student were prac-
ticing landings just after 
2 p.m. in the cessna 170 

aircraft when the plane 
bounced on landing, went 
into an adjacent field and 
flipped onto its top. 

the two occupants 
received minor injuries 
and were transported to a 
local hospital in a private 
vehicle, the report said.

the Faa was con-
tacted and is investi-
gating the incident, the 
report said. the Faa in-
vestigator was unable to 
be reached for comment 
by press time.

Schoepflin airport 
has a paved, 2,200 foot 
runway with non-stan-
dard edge lighting, ac-
cording to Faa data 
available online. twenty-
one aircraft are based 
there, but not the crashed 
cessna 170.

By rogEr harNack
Gazette PuBliSher

oaKeSDaLe — an autopsy de-
termined that resident chester David 
hathaway’s death was the result of 
suicide.

Whitman county coroner annie 
Pillers released the autopsy findings in 
hathaway’s death thursday, Jan. 7.

hathaway, 82, died Dec. 26 at the 
home he shared with his wife after an 
attempted murder-suicide, according 
to initial reports. hathaway shot his 
wife, irene Louise hathaway, 83, and 
then himself at about 1:04 p.m.

“the cause of death was a self-
inflicted gunshot wound,” the coroner 
wrote in her findings. “the manner of 
death was suicided.

his intended victim and wife, 
irene hathaway, survived being shot 
twice.

“She got very lucky,” Whitman 
county Sheriff Brett Myers said. “Both 
bullets went through her mouth cav-
ity.”

the Sheriff’s office is handling 
the investigation.

according to an initial report by 
the Sheriff’s office, a man, later iden-
tified as chester hathaway, called 911 
and told dispatchers he had shot his 
wife. 

When deputies arrived, they found 
irene hathaway laying in the entry-
way of the couple’s east Bartlet Street 
home with two gunshot wounds to the 
face. 

the victim was able to tell depu-
ties she had been shot by her husband, 
whom she believed then shot and killed 
himself, Myers said. Deputies entered 
the home and found the husband de-
ceased from what appeared to be a self-
inflicted gunshot wound to the head. 

the sheriff confirmed chester 
hathaway had used a handgun that 
he owned, noting the shooter used the 
same gun on his wife and himself.

the Cessna crashed 
in a field near the 
Schoepflin airport

Perpetrator called emergency 
dispatch after first  
attempting to kill of his wife

Small aircraft crashes at Palouse airport

Whitman County Sheriff’S offiCe

the Cessna 170 rests upside down in a field near the Schoepflin airport after 
the Jan. 8 crash.

Session opens

Continued on Page 2

Autopsy shows 
shooter died  
of self-inflicted 
gunshot to head

Continued on Page 11

roGer harnaCk | the Gazette

the Capitol Building is off limits to the public as a crime scene tape, a 
chain link fence, the Washington national Guard and Washington State 
Patrol now protect the perimeter from incursion.

Sen. mark Schoesler sworn in 
for his fifth term at his home-
town of ritzville.


