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By Ken Stern

No fooling, the national cen-
sus, the Constitutionally man-
dated every 10 years count of 
every person n the United States, 
kicked off April 1st. Because we 
all count, it is critical that we all 
get counted. Federal funds for our 

communities and our state, and 
districting boundaries for state 
and national legislative seats are 
shaped by census results. If folks 
are missed, don’t get counted, ev-
eryone loses.

Door-to-door canvassing is 
limited by the COVID-19 virus 
pandemic. Your patriotic duty is 

to complete the census, for your 
good and the support of your 
neighbors and your community.

Spread the word and get every-
one you know counted, so they 
count.

Complete the census with a 
phone call, toll free, 844-330-
2020, or via 2020census.gov. 

Census count on now

By Bill Reynolds

The COVID-19 pandemic that 
led to a statewide Stay Home or-
der has been brutal on local busi-
ness owners and employees alike.

It has also been tough on those 
who gladly work for free.

La Conner area volunteers who 
log hours for service clubs, char-
itable organizations and a host of 
community-based programs and 
projects have had to adapt in real 
time with daily life being shut 
down to stem spread of the coro-
navirus.

“COVID-19 has done a fine job 
of slowing down almost all vol-
unteering,” lamented Town Parks 
Commissioner Ollie Iversen, also 
a La Conner Rotarian who in nor-
mal times is a regular behind the 
counter at the Chamber of Com-
merce Visitors Center.

But these aren’t normal times.
The Friends of the Library 

closed its thrift store in mid-
March and won’t re-open until 
it becomes safe for volunteers to 
return to work.

“How ironic,” mused Friends 
of the Library President Joan 
Scarboro, “that we had spent the 
first two months of the year assur-
ing the public that we were still 

open and seeking donations and 
now to be putting up signs saying 
‘closed, no donations, please.’”

That’s not all.
Friends of the Library has 

nixed its monthly meetings until 
more than 10 people can gather in 
one place, Scarboro said.

“When that happens,” she 
vowed, “we look forward to wel-
coming Jared Fair, the new Li-
brary Director, with a party.”

That could be awhile, howev-
er, longtime La Conner volunteer 
Peter Goldfarb acknowledged.

“The ‘Stay at Home’ quarantine 
is the only way to slow down this 
persistent virus. We are all vul-
nerable,” said Goldfarb, whose 
ties to the La Conner Chamber 
extend back a generation.

“As Cindy Verge at the Tulip 
Festival said,” Goldfarb add-
ed, “most of the volunteers she 
depends on are in their 70s and 
80s, the very vulnerable ages, so 
(they) should not be exposed to 
the virus or flu.”

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank, 
which is officially and emotion-
ally an essential business, has 
implemented enhanced public 
health safety measures during the 
virus outbreak – a period that has 
seen increased demand for its ser-

vices.
The La Conner pantry, manned 

by volunteers, has launched a 
curbside pickup system to assure 
social distancing during food dis-
tribution.

Such practices are vital, said 
food bank director and La Conner 
Weekly News General Manager 
Michelle Havist.

“The reality is, at this time, 
we don’t know who’s a carrier 
of this virus,” Havist told food 
bank volunteers. “And if one of 
us contracts COVID-19, we will 
all probably have to isolate for 14 
days, which means the food bank 
closes, too.”

Some volunteers, with Havist’s 
blessing, have opted to remain 
home during the virus crisis.

“Kitchen volunteers and every-
one else who is staying home, we 
miss you terribly,” Havist said, 
“but we are all happy that you 
continue to stay home and stay 
well.”

The La Conner chapter of So-
roptimist International has had 
to temporarily close its Vintage 
Store at Third and Morris and 
cancel the group’s annual awards 
banquet.

Volunteers put out of work by virus crisis

By Ken Stern
March was unusually cold, 

though not as cold as 2019, the 
century’s coldest March. The av-
erage low of 35.5 degrees was 
two degrees above last year’s. But 
2020’s average high of 50.5 was 
four degrees lower than 2019’s, 
dropping the average daily tem-
perature to 42.4 degrees, 2.5 de-
grees below the century’s average 
daily average. The average low 
of 36 degrees was pulled down 
by 13 mornings of frost, includ-
ing the week of 14-20, with 26 
degrees March 17 the coldest day.

The average high was 51 de-
grees. It never reached 60 de-
grees; 59 degrees on the 20th was 
the month’s high.

Skagit farm fields were able 

to dry out in March. Rainfall to-
taled 2.84”. Most of the rain came 
at the beginning and end of the 
month: The 1.2” of rain March 
3-5 and the inch on the 29-31 was 
over three-quarters of the month’s 
precipitation, with 0.80” the 30th 
28% of the month’s total. 

There were 16 days of no rain 
and less than one-tenth inch fell 
eight times In the 25 days be-
tween the 5th and 29th, less than 
an inch of rain fell and it didn’t 
rain the 11 days between the 12th 
and 22nd. 

March’s rain was almost 10% 
below the century’s average, 
though it was more than twice 
2019’s record low rainfall. These 
last three years have been unusu-
ally cold and dry for this century.

March cold and dry overall
Rain Report:

MARCH
Rain last week, March 29-April 
  4: 1.17
Rainfall in March: 2.84
Number of rain days: 16
Least rain, one day: 0.01,
  March 27
Most rain, one day: 0.79,
  March 30
Least rain: 1.35, 2019
Most rain: 5.01, 2017
Average rainfall, 2000-2021:
  3.14
Rainfall last month, Feb.: 4.82

All totals in inches. Data from 
WSU Mount Vernon.

By Ken Stern
Business owners, get online now and apply for federal funds 

now. All area businesses, self-employed persons and nonprofits are 
eligible.

The Weekly News has already applied for the Economic Injury 
Disaster Advance Loan. Run by the Small Business Administration, 
it provides up to $10,000 and becomes a grant: It does not have to 
be repaid when program requirments are met. 

The SBA webpage reads: 
“In response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, small 

business owners in all U.S. states, Washington D.C., and territories 
are eligible to apply for an Economic Injury Disaster Loan advance 
of up to $10,000.

“This advance will provide economic relief to businesses that are 
currently experiencing a temporary loss of revenue. Funds will be 
made available within three days of a successful application. This 
loan advance will not have to be repaid.”

It took 15 minutes to apply. Needed are the legal business name, 
your EIN, Employer Identification Number, and your gross income 
and Cost of Goods Sold, COGS, for Jan. 31, 2019-Jan. 31, 2020. 
All website urls are below.

The Paycheck Protection Program is a second loan program 
from the CARES Act passed by Congress and signed by President 
Trump. It is a nearly $350-billion program intended to provide 
American small businesses with eight weeks of cash-flow assis-
tance through 100 percent federally guaranteed loans.

This loan has a maturity of two years and an interest rate of 1%.
SBA will forgive loans if all employees are kept on the payroll 

for eight weeks and the money is used for payroll, rent, mortgage 
interest or utilities. The loan covers expenses from Feb. 15-June 30, 
2020. There is no cost to apply.

Forgiveness is based on the employer maintaining or quickly 
rehiring employees and maintaining salary levels. 

Apply through banks authorized to handle SBA loans. The web-
site listed hundreds of nearby branches.

Download a four page form: There are two pages to fill out and 
two pages of instructions and conditions. Use Adobe Reader to type 
answers and for initials and signatures. It took 25 minutes to fill 
out. Needed are the business’ legal name, EIN and average monthly 
payroll numbers.

Businesses: Apply NOW 
for Disaster Loans

By Anne Basye

“Expected Returns on Most Northwest Ag Commodities Level-
ing Up” was the optimistic headline of Northwest Farm Credit’s 
quarterly Market Snapshot in January.

The April 2 Snapshot says that in sector after sector, forecasts 
now range from “variable profitability” to “unprofitable returns”.

“It’s all so new and changing so fast, it’s hard to get a clear 
picture,” said Don McMoran, director of the Washington State Uni-
versity Skagit County Extension. “It’s super clear that people are 
not buying flowers, bulbs or coming to the Tulip Festival, which is 
having a huge impact.

“If you are a food producer and you are not dealing with the 
export market, those kinds of crops will be trending upward. If you 
produce commodities that are not shelf stable, like the dairy indus-
try, you are taking a big hit.”

Milk prices had been forecasted to increase 50 cents per hundred 
pounds in 2020 after hovering just above break-even through 2019.

“We thought we’d have a decent year, and then prices were cut 
across the board.” said Jason Vander Kooy of Harmony Dairy on 
Beaver Marsh Road.

Shuttered restaurants and schools have depressed demand for 
milk just as grass starts growing and production goes up. Product is 
sitting in warehouses. Plants set up to produce 40-pound blocks of 
cheese and 55-pound barrels of sour cream for institutional clients 
like Pizza Hut and Domino’s can’t retool for the consumer market, 
where milk is still in great demand.

About 40 percent of the powdered milk produced by Darigold’s 
Lynden plant is exported. With ports closed, sales have slowed. 
“There are no shipping containers in Seattle because no vessels are 

Dairies and growers alike

Farmers facing COVID-19 impacts

EVERYBODY COUNTS --The sign above, located in Swinomish Village near Rainbow Bridge, is a remind-
er of how important it is to stand up and be counted for the 2020 Census. Conducted every 10 years, the 
Census helps establish levels of federal funding for communities, schools, hospitals, roads and other key 
services and programs. It also serves as the basis for determining political representation. 
                                                                                                                                          – Photo by Ken Stern

AND THEN THERE WERE FIVE – Last week The Slider Café and 
Santo Coyote closed. Open are COA, Nell Thorn, Oyster & Thistle 
and Seeds. Once again the La Conner Tavern is open Fridays. The 
list of closed eateries is, sadly, much longer.            – Photo by Ken Stern
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Complete the census with a 
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community-based programs and 
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time with daily life being shut 
down to stem spread of the coro-
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of slowing down almost all vol-
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a La Conner Rotarian who in nor-
mal times is a regular behind the 
counter at the Chamber of Com-
merce Visitors Center.

But these aren’t normal times.
The Friends of the Library 

closed its thrift store in mid-
March and won’t re-open until 
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“How ironic,” mused Friends 
of the Library President Joan 
Scarboro, “that we had spent the 
first two months of the year assur-
ing the public that we were still 

open and seeking donations and 
now to be putting up signs saying 
‘closed, no donations, please.’”

That’s not all.
Friends of the Library has 

nixed its monthly meetings until 
more than 10 people can gather in 
one place, Scarboro said.

“When that happens,” she 
vowed, “we look forward to wel-
coming Jared Fair, the new Li-
brary Director, with a party.”

That could be awhile, howev-
er, longtime La Conner volunteer 
Peter Goldfarb acknowledged.

“The ‘Stay at Home’ quarantine 
is the only way to slow down this 
persistent virus. We are all vul-
nerable,” said Goldfarb, whose 
ties to the La Conner Chamber 
extend back a generation.

“As Cindy Verge at the Tulip 
Festival said,” Goldfarb add-
ed, “most of the volunteers she 
depends on are in their 70s and 
80s, the very vulnerable ages, so 
(they) should not be exposed to 
the virus or flu.”

La Conner Sunrise Food Bank, 
which is officially and emotion-
ally an essential business, has 
implemented enhanced public 
health safety measures during the 
virus outbreak – a period that has 
seen increased demand for its ser-

vices.
The La Conner pantry, manned 

by volunteers, has launched a 
curbside pickup system to assure 
social distancing during food dis-
tribution.

Such practices are vital, said 
food bank director and La Conner 
Weekly News General Manager 
Michelle Havist.

“The reality is, at this time, 
we don’t know who’s a carrier 
of this virus,” Havist told food 
bank volunteers. “And if one of 
us contracts COVID-19, we will 
all probably have to isolate for 14 
days, which means the food bank 
closes, too.”

Some volunteers, with Havist’s 
blessing, have opted to remain 
home during the virus crisis.

“Kitchen volunteers and every-
one else who is staying home, we 
miss you terribly,” Havist said, 
“but we are all happy that you 
continue to stay home and stay 
well.”

The La Conner chapter of So-
roptimist International has had 
to temporarily close its Vintage 
Store at Third and Morris and 
cancel the group’s annual awards 
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over three-quarters of the month’s 
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There were 16 days of no rain 
and less than one-tenth inch fell 
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an inch of rain fell and it didn’t 
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March’s rain was almost 10% 
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though it was more than twice 
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RICH STEWART

MARK LUNDSTEN

By Bill Reynolds

Rich Stewart is no stranger to 
La Conner, having visited here 
several times during a long ca-
reer in public schools marked 
by stops all over Washington 
state. 

He was hired last week to 
serve as interim superintendent 
of La Conner Schools, filling a 
role that has defined much of 
his more than four decades in 
public education. 

“Being an interim superin-
tendent has been a good thing 
for me,” Stewart, who enjoys 
a statewide reputation, told the 
Weekly News on Thursday. 

“I hope I can help with La 
Conner,” he stressed. 

The La Conner School Board 

RON WESEN

moved quickly to agree on con-
tract terms with Stewart, who 
succeeds Dr. Whitney Meis-
sner. Meissner stepped down 
June 30 after what was some-
times a stormy three-year ten-
ure here to take a top adminis-

Rich Stewart interim school superintendent
trative post with the large Lake 
Washington School District. 

“We’re fortunate to have 
found such a strong candidate,” 
board president Susie Gardner 
Deyo said prior to Stewart be-
ing sworn into office at a brief 
July 10 video-conferenced spe-
cial session, one marked by a 
noticeably light mood. 

“We mobilized quickly,” 
Deyo said, “to find a top, tal-
ented person to lead our school 
district. He will be a tremen-
dous asset.” 

Board member John Agen 
concurred. 

“We’re excited to work with 
him,” Agen said, “and look for-
ward to his leadership.” 

The Skagit County is award-
ing grant of up to $25,000 
to small businesses, with 
$750,000 funding from the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act 
(CARES). This Skagit County 
Small Business Grant Program 
supports small businesses and 
nonprofits adversely impacted 
by COVID-19. This is the sec-
ond funding round.

Basic eligibility require-

In Skagit County, the Board of County Commissioners is the legislative authority 
and administrators of several County operations. They adopt the annual budget, levy 
taxes and set five department budgets: emergency services, health parks, planning and 
roads. They legislate ordinances “concerning the general welfare of the County.” They 
also have quasi-judicial duties.

The Commissioners are partisan elected officials. Candidates are nominated in the 

Lundsten seeks Wesen’s county commissioner seat
primary election, by ballots cast only their home district. All county voters vote in the 
general election.

District No. 1 encompasses Anacortes and Fidalgo Island, La Conner, Bayview, Bow, 
Edison, and north to the Whatcom County line. 

Salary is $124,140.25. The 2020 annual budget is some $63 million.
Source: Skagit County government

July 26 deadline

Apply for small business
grants from Skagit County

ments include: businesses must 
employ no more than 25 FTE 
(full-time equivalents), have 
had a reduction in business rev-
enue greater than 25 percent 
due to COVID-19, and be in 
Skagit County.

Nonprofits specializing in 
food distribution, childcare and 
basic needs are eligible, and 
will be evaluated separately 
from for-profit businesses. 

The full list of eligibility cri-

teria is included on the applica-
tion and at Skagit.org.

EDASC (Economic Develop-
ment Alliance of Skagit Coun-
ty) administers the program.

The first round of grants, over 
$160,000, went to 30 Skagit 
County small businesses that 
EDASC previously recom-
mended to receive a State De-
partment of Commerce Work-
ing Washington Small Business 

Long term County public health role for the coronavi-
rus pandemic? 

Skagit County’s primary role in the pandemic is to 
realistically assess it and act accordingly, not to play 
politics. We need to continue to coordinate our efforts 
with the state’s and then, along with other counties and 
the state, work with our newly elected federal officials 
to establish a national strategy of testing, contact trac-
ing, and then an effective vaccination program.

County response for the long-term economic impact, 
both expenditures and tax revenues? 

As we endure the inevitable budget effects of COVID, 
we need clear priorities – to keep our staff employed and 

Mark Lundsten on the issues Ron Wesen on the issues
Long term County public health role for the coronavi-

rus pandemic? 
Skagit County will continue to have our drive-through 

testing site available to our residents. Skagit County 
Health Department will continue to follow up with the 
positive cases doing contact tracing of individuals who 
have had contact with the positive cases. 

If isolation is not able to take place in their home, a 
hotel has been contracted to allow people to stay there. 

County response for the long-term economic impact, 
both expenditures and tax revenues? 

Property tax is the main tax revenue to the county. The 
county can only increase that by 1% per year without voter 

Vote now!
Deadline Aug. 4
Ballots were mailed today. 
Help get all ballots counted 

quickly:
• Vote and return your ballot now
• Sign your ballot envelope
• Mail your ballot by July 31
Election drop boxes nearby:
La Conner Regional Library, 614 

Morris Street.
Swinomish Indian Tribal Commu-

nity Social Services Building, 17337 
Reservation Road.

Ballots must be in drop boxes by 8 
p.m. Aug. 4.

You can register to vote on 
election day.

Voting information and register to 
vote at VoteWa.gov.

Skagit County Elections: 360-416-
1702, scelections@co.skagit.wa.us.

CAPTURING HISTORY IN THE MAKING – The Comet Neowise, discovered in March, comes closest to 
the Earth July 22. Monday night it was photographed from the Guemes Trail park overlooking the Ana-
cortes ferry terminal between 11 p.m.-12 a.m. The hint of color is a bit of aurora borealis. It is named for 
the telescope used to find it: Near-Earth Object Wide-Field Infrared Survey Explorer.  

– Photo by Nancy Crowell 

By Ken Stern

Twenty-five cases of the coronavirus at the Mira Vista Care Center 
in Mount Vernon, first reported July 1, lead the 100 cases of the coro-
navirus confirmed in Skagit County in the June 28-July 11 period. 
The Mira Vista cases included one death, raising to 16 the number of 
Skagit County deaths linked to COVID-19 infections since tracking 
began in February. 

Fourteen residents and 11 staff there have the virus, Director of 
Public Health Jennifer Johnson told the County Board of Health 
Friday at its bi-weekly meeting. Public Health staff report that the 
Center has implemented state mandated care protocols for presump-
tive positive cases.

The 20 cases confirmed July 4 boosted that week’s case total to 50. 
Twenty-nine cases were confirmed July 11, part of a second week of 
50 cases. Another 17 cases were confirmed Sunday and Monday.

Johnson reported the County is “over double the metric” at 51.9 
cases per 100,000 residents per two weeks. For the County’s 130,000 
residents, 25 cases is the limit for the state’s risk assessment dash-
board. “As a community we have some work to do,” she told the 
Board. The testing metric of under 2% cannot be met given the high 
rate of confirmed cases. Now it is 3.2%. 

“We have seen an increase of cases and increased likelihood of ex-
posure. The more cases we have the more probability of risk at some 
locations,” she said, naming workplaces, childcare and long-term 
care. Her staff have a strong employer outreach effort: “Our goal is to 
help businesses open and stay open,” she said. “We know we need a 
strong economy and we need to have schools and businesses open.”

Over 2,000 people were tested at the public site at Skagit Valley 
College last week, with 505 tested July 6. The public health pro-
gram is strong, she said. Residents need to do their part to contain 
the spread and repeated the mantra: “We must social distance; wear 
a mask in public at all times; wash your hands; if you are sick stay 
home and self-quarantine. These measures will make a very big 
difference,” she stressed, saying “we have to work together to reduce 
our numbers if we want to move to Phase 3” 

County Commissioner Lisa Janeki asked about a schedule for 
reaching Phase 4, but the only metric the county has met since enter-
ing Phase 2 June 5 is the minimum three-week time period. Achiev-
ing Phase 3 in 2020 will be difficult given the treends Johnson cited.

Johnson noted that the state has paused all counties being approved 
for advancing to another Phase.

Too many people are gathering together and too many people are 
traveling, County Public Health Officer Dr. Howard Leibrand said. 
He also stressed that everyone must limit their interactions to five 
people the entire week who are not part of their household.

“The problem is we have increased number of people being 
exposed,” he said, citing seven of 12 cases connected to travel to Ari-
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zona. Another 25 cases are from 
workplace transmission he said. 
“A lot of spread of disease at 
workplaces is from not masking 
or social distancing.”

Contract tracing analysis 
finds people with the virus have 
multiple contact, up to 25, he 
said. These cases are of people 
not wearing masks and being in 
roomfuls of people. 

“It is important to do ev-
erything we can to reduce that 
spread,” he told the Board. 
Testing is not the problem and 
more testing allows public health 
to do its job.

“I would like to be optimistic 
now that we are on the right 
track, but I am concerned with 
increasing numbers, pretty much 
100 cases in last 14 days,” he 
emphasized.

The Board will next meet July 
23.




