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MALDEN — Almost 
wherever one travels on 
the streets of Malden, 
piles of ash and rubble 
are all that remain fol-
lowing the Babb Road 
Fire that raced through 
the community on Labor 
Day.

Even the Mason’s 
Hall was reduced to just 
ashes and a few small 
artifacts that volunteers 
found as they sifted 
through the basement 
on Sept. 16, a little over 
a week after the wind-
driven blaze torched 
some 18,000 acres with 
the nearby community of 
Pine City also feeling its 
effects.

While the rest of the 

town and surrounding 
area has been slowly try-
ing to figure out the way 
forward, the Masons, a 
magnet of community 
involvement, seemed to 
be engaged in overdrive 
to rebuild their hall and 
get back to being helping 
hands to all that ask.

Dozens of Masons 
from the surrounding 
area descended on the pit 
and old rock foundation 
that once supported the 
hall. At first they care-
fully picked through the 
ashes, finding burnt re-
minders of not only Mal-
den’s Masonic past, but 
also from upwards of a 
dozen or more other chap-
ters that are no more.

Malden’s chapter 
had become the reposito-
ry for what was left from 
clubs like Ewan, Garfield, 

Oaksdale, Pullman, Ro-
salia, Sprague, St. John 
and others — some 14 in 
all.

Notable among the 
salvage was a charred 
star logo, the stair rail 
from the hall, an offi-
cial stamp machine and 
miscellaneous glassware 
displayed by Charlene 
Jacobs on a table. 

Jacobs, 75, is as close 
to a lifelong resident of 
the area as is possible. 
The former Charlene 
Hodgen came to Malden 
in 1952 and started school 
there in second grade. 
She vividly recalled both 
the school building and 
post office that was gut-
ted — with red, white 
and blue paint on the the 
walls that still stand.

Jacobs would later 
marry a Rosalia-area 

farmer, never straying 
too far from Whitman 
County.

Jacobs spoke to the 
importance of the Ma-
sons and the work they 
do and have done — and 
will do in helping resur-
rect this one-time district 
headquarters for the Mil-
waukee Road railroad.

“This is what we 
lost,” Jacobs said, mo-
tioning to the foundation 
of the building. But it was 
more than just a build-
ing. “It’s hard to explain 
what this chapter does,” 
she said.

Other than to give, 
give, give.

Surprisingly, the 
Malden Masons boast a 
membership of some 200, 
many who no longer live 
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M A L D E N — T h e 
smoke has pretty much 
subsided, and with fall of-
ficially in the books and 
winter ahead, the victims 
of the Babb Road Fire 
gathered Sept. 23 to learn 
what the path ahead looks 
like.

Meeting in open-air 
tents behind the make-
shift city hall which is 
housed in a mobile office 
structure, many masked 
— and some not — area 
residents heard from a 
variety of government of-
ficials. They outlined the 
steps necessary to first 
clean up and then re-
build following the Labor 
Day fire that blackened 
nearly 20,000 acres and 
destroyed an estimated 
80% of the structures in 
Malden.

Gerry Bozarth from 
Spokane County Emer-
gency Services moderated 
the event that attracted 
dozens of people from 
Malden, Pine City and the 
surrounding area and also 
featured presentations 
from Whitman County 
Sheriff Brett Myers and 
Whitman County Public 
Health Deputy Director 
Chris Skidmore.

The cleanup effort 
is tough and complex, 
Bozarth told the audi-
ence. Efforts are under-
way through the state 
of Washington to have a 
disaster declaration on a 
national level which will 
allow FEMA to help with 

WhitMAn County

GAZette
Thursday, October 1, 2020

 $1.00                       • VOL. 143, NO. 40 •             COLFAX, WA 99111

SINCE 

1877

INDEX

INSIDE

Shoot benefits 
fire victim

PAGE 10

Kirkpatrick 
retires

PAGE 5

Classifieds                        8
Editorial                             4

Legals                              7
Letters                              4

Obituaries                        6
Records              6

Sports              10
Trivia                                 7

Masons likely to play important role in Malden recovery

continued on Page 10

Giraffe migration

continued on Page 9

continued on Page 10

Not Tekoa, 
Pullman:

In-class 
okay 
for all 

grades
By JANA MAthIA, 

GArth MEyEr
GAZette stAFF

COLFAX–The Whit-
man County Public Health 
Department has updates 
its recommendation for 
in-person classes. The 
department announced 
today it now supports hy-
brid or in-person learning 
for all schools and grades 
within Whitman Coun-
ty expect Pullman and 
Tekoa. Previously, Public 
Health had recommend 
all middle and high school 
classes be hybrid for coun-
ty schools. All schools are 
required to follow State 
DOH and OSPI guidance, 
including but not limited 
to, the use of face cover-
ings and social distancing 
requirements, stated pub-
lic health. 

As with the original 
back to school plan, the 
different schools had been 
following up on the rec-
ommendation in various 
ways and time frames. 

The recommendation 
did not include Tekoa be-
cause two people at the 
high school have tested 
positive for COVID-19 
recently. Public health 
deployed the WSU mobile 
health clinic to the Tekoa 
City Hall Tuesday to pro-
vide testing for anyone 
who wanted it. 

Colfax: Colfax 
will begin a hybrid model 
Oct. 5, dividing middle 
and high school students 
by last name. Those in 
the first half of the al-
phabet will attend school 
on Monday and Tuesday, 
followed by online for ev-
eryone Wednesday while 

Dale Flanigen displays what’s left of the Mason’s 
star that hung on the wall of the hall. Photo by Paul 
Delaney.

Top: Austin Storm 
points the way as he 
and helpers move Leif 
the taxidermy giraffe to 
his new home in the Fair 
building. Leif’s reloca-
tion was one of the final  
phases in moving Bully 
for You to its new loca-
tion. Right: Austin and 
Leif are joined by Laura 
Storm, at his left, and 
the masked crowd that 
helped parade Leif to his 
new home. 


