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S t u d e n t s  f ro m 
Anaco r tes  and 
Cap Sante high 
schools donned 
the i r  caps and 
gowns,  decked 
out their cars and 
t r a v e l e d  d o w n 
Commercial Ave-
nue amidst a sea 
of honking and 
cheers from com-
munity members 
lining the street 
during a parade to 
honor the gradu-
ates Wednesday, 
June 17.

AHS seniors reflect on pandemic graduation

Community members cheer for 
high school seniors at parade
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Seniors had the chance to sign the purple bell, 
an AHS tradition, with family on graduation day.

District 
considers 
options for 
school in fall 
BY BRIANA ALZOLA
balzola@goanacortes.com

The last day of school 
this year is Friday for 
the Anacortes School 
District students, but the 
School Board is already 
looking to what school 
might look like in the fall.

S c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s 
received some guid-
ance from the state last 
week, but many questions 
remain as school leaders 
start exploring how to 
start a new school year 
during a pandemic.

“We have to plan for 
every scenario,” said 
incoming Superintendent 
Justin Irish, who takes 
over July 1. “We have to 
plan but stay flexible.”

There’s no guarantee 
which phase of Gov. Jay 
Inslee’s Safe Start plan 
the county will be in 
when school is set to start 
again, Irish said. A rise in 
COVID-19 cases could 
mean dropping back to a 
lower phase. The uncer-
tainty means the district 
must have several plans 
ready to move forward.

Last week, state edu-
cation Superintendent 
Chris Reykdal released 
guidance for the fall 
that includes require-

ments for masks, distanc-
ing between students 
and health screenings at 
entrances.

“We wi l l  do  th i s 
together, keeping student 
and staff safety and well-
being as our highest pri-
ority in the reopening,” 
Reykdal wrote in a letter 
to school leaders around 
the state. “To be very 
clear, it is my expectation 
that schools will open this 
fall for in-person instruc-
tion.”

The state is requiring 
districts to develop plans 
that encompass not only 
safety measures but also 
contingency plans in case 
of further school closures. 
Possibilities for schools to 
consider include split or 
rotating schedules and a 
phased reopening.

In his guidance, avail-
able on the Office of 
the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction web-
site, Reykdal talks about 
safety measures and how 
schools should prepare in 
case there is again a rapid 
change from in-person to 
at-home education.

The state guidance 
is specific in some areas 
and general in others, 
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Rows and rows of students, all decked out in pur-
ple gowns. Seats filled with teachers and administra-
tors. Bleachers bustling with the cheers of supporters.

The 169 graduating seniors at Anacortes High 
School didn’t have any of the normal elements of 
their graduation ceremony, but they still found a way 
to celebrate.

In a pre-recorded graduation video that aired 
Wednesday, July 17, the seniors had the chance to 
make speeches, see their principal and collect their 
diplomas.

The airing of the graduation ceremony followed 
photo opportunities around campus in the morning 
(with senior traditions like signing the big purple 
bell) and a celebratory parade through town for both 
AHS and Cap Sante High School.

More than 400 people tuned in on YouTube to 
watch the graduation ceremony as the district hon-
ored the seniors moving on to the next stage of their 
lives.

Each of the six AHS valedictorians took on a 
theme about certain senses in their speeches, but not 
senses like touch and smell.

Anna Prewitt talked about the sense of place. 
Everyone graduating spent at least part of their 
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It was on June 19, 
1865 — a day that came 
to be observed annually 
thereafter as Juneteenth 
— that enslaved African 
Americans were notified 
by Union Army Gen. 
Gordon Granger that 
they were free.

One hundred fifty five 
years later, Juneteenth 
observances across the 
nation brought together 
crowds of people calling 
for an end to institution-
al racism in America.

An est imated 150 
people gathered on June 
19 at Causland Park in 
Anacortes for a June-
teenth observance that 
followed weeks of local 
demonstrations calling 
for an end to institution-
al racism and changes in 
police use-of-force poli-
cies in the United States. 
The May 25 death of 
George Floyd in police 
custody in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, was the tip-
ping point, and at Caus-
land Park it was Floyd’s 
own words that had the 
most profound effect on 
listeners.

A n t h o n y  Yo u n g , 
to date the only Afri-
can American to serve 
on the Anacortes City 
Council, read “The Bit-
ter Poetry of America 
| Mama,” Floyd’s last 
words structured in poet-
ic form. Floyd repeatedly 
said he couldn’t breathe 

and pleaded for his life 
as a police officer held 
him to the ground with 
his knee on his neck. 
Floyd was pronounced 
dead at a local hospital.

L o c a l  Ju n e t e e n t h 
observance co-organizer 
Will McCracken said he 
has seen video footage 
of Floyd’s detainment by 
police “but I never saw 
a transcript of what he 
said. It was heartbreak-
ing to hear.”

Floyd said “please” 
some 14 times, telling 
the officer he couldn’t 
breathe. Leslie East-
wood, a citizen of the 
Samish Indian Nation, 
said she felt “profound 
sorrow that somebody 
would be so immune to 
that obvious suffering, 
begging for his life, hav-
ing that realization that 
he couldn’t breathe and 
that this was his final 
moment, and people 
lacking the compassion 
and humanity to change 
the course of the action.”

She added, “To hear 
his actual words was just 
beyond profound.”

Since Floyd’s death, 
several demonstrations 
have taken place on the 
corner of 12th Street and 
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