
NEWPORT – The Pend 
Oreille Players Asso-
ciation (POPA) is saying 
goodbye to Executive 
Director Millie Brum-
baugh who is resigning 
from her duties after over 
a decade. Brumbaugh 
has served on the POPA 
Board in various posi-
tions, directed or run 
tech for many produc-
tions and brought the 
Spring Field Trip to the 
stage for local school 
children. Audience mem-
bers might know her 
best as Frick in Howard’s 
Follies, the imposing 
Lady Bramwell in The 
Importance of Being Ear-
nest, or as Truvy in Steel 
Magnolias, to name a 
few of her many onstage 
roles. 

“We honor Millie’s 
years of commitment to 
theater with POPA and 
know that her talents 
and generosity will 
continue to enrich this 
community far into the 
future,” Paulina Staab, 
President of the POPAZ 

Board, which is all vol-
unteer. 

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, POPA’s June 
musical, Something’s 
Afoot will be rescheduled 
for June 2021. 

“As we adjust to life as 
a small community the-
ater in the age of Corona-
virus we are hopeful that 
by July we will be able 
to resume our program 
schedule,” Staab said. 

The Playhouse’s next 
scheduled production 
will be the One Act Play 
Festival, July 24 and 25. 
POPA’s Annual Member-
ship meeting will be held 
in July, date to be deter-
mined. Interested parties 
should check POPA’s 
Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/PendOreil-
lePlayhouse, the website 
at www.pendoreilleplay-
ers.org and request to be 
put on the POPA emails 
for updates by emailing 
mail@pendoreilleplay-
ers.org. 

“Our curtains will 
open as soon as it is safe 

to gather for rehearsals 
to put on a show,” Staab 
said. “We hope you all 
remain safe and well. As 

always, we thank you all 
for your support of Pend 
Oreille Players Commu-
nity Theatre.”
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Calling All Poets 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SHARE YOUR POETRY WITH 
THE MINER NEWSPAPERS? EMAIL TYPED POEMS TO 
MINERNEWS@POVN.COM NO LATER THAN 5 P.M. ON 
FRIDAYS FOR POSSIBLE INCLUSION IN THE FOLLOWING 
WEEK’S NEWSPAPER. 

COURTESY PHOTO|ALEXANDRA PANAGOTACOS

Good morning, mom
Eric Zarling, Chattaroy, touches fingertips through the glass with Dorothy Jakle, his girlfriend’s mom, at her Spokane home 
Monday, March 20. “We’re only leaving the house when absolutely necessary, but seeing my mom is necessary,” Jakle’s 
daughter, Alexandra Panagotacos says. “Two panes of glass should be sufficient to protect her from our germs.” Have photos 
of how you’re dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic? Please send them to minernews@gmail.com. Include your first and last 
name and the names of any people in the pictures so we can properly identify them and give you credit.

Bird’s eye view
Sitting on a terrace
With a front row seat
Into the inner life of trees.

Leaves of different species,
Co-mingling
In an overhead canopy,
Creating shade and seclusion
For the busy inhabitants.

A perfect window
On the comings and goings
Of various small birds.
Black ones, tan, gray
Are all visible,
Busily engaged in their morning agenda.

A dove, twisting and pulling,
Trying hard to disengage
A tiny twig,
While performing a, “Flying Wallenda”
On a twig, about the
Diameter of the one she is trying to borrow.

Spring is in the air, 
As I become a visitor
Into the selection of building materials
And a construction site
Happening,
Under the protective green treetop canopy
While sitting on a terrace.

-- Nancy Eldridge

Blood drive scheduled for April 23
NEWPORT – Vitalant along with Newport Com-

munity Blood Drive volunteers led by Marty Rob-
inson will host a blood drive Thursday, April 23, 
12:30-3:15 p.m. at United Church of Christ, 430 W. 
Third in Newport. 

Vitalant is the sole blood provider to more than 
35 hospitals across the Inland Northwest and needs 
at least 200 donors each day to meet the needs of 
those patients.

A single donation can transform the lives of up to 
three people.

State Parks offers fun at-home 
activities for junior rangers 

OLYMPIA – Now that Gov. Inslee has issued the 
“Stay Home, Stay Healthy” order to help combat the 
spread of COVID-19, many parents or guardians are 
wondering how to keep their young ones busy and 
engaged. 

Washington State Parks staff has created a vari-
ety of activity sheets for children ages 4 and older 
to help them and their families discover the won-
ders of nature through fun exploration, games and 
creative activities. 

More than a dozen activity sheets are on the 
agency’s Junior Ranger webpage at www.parks.
state.wa.us/917/Junior-Ranger-Program, including 
an introduction to the Junior Ranger Program and 
activities to understand wacky weather and rain, 
explore constellations, craft a critter, learn about 
early explorers and more. 

Once a child completes all the age-appropriate ac-
tivity sheets, families can print off a certificate and 
have their very own ceremony celebrating their 
new Junior Ranger. 

Some of the activities can be done inside the 
home. Others can be done by exploring nature in 
one’s backyard, if that option is available.

Brumbaugh steps down 
from Playhouse

Summer musical canceled due to coronavirus

Millie Brumbaugh


