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Yelm Prairie Lanes 
bowling alley was on 
track to have one of 
its best years fi nan-

cially — but then COVID-19 
hit like a gutterball in the fi nal 
frame. 

After the most profi table two 
months ever for the business in 
January and February, state-
mandated business closures in 
March shuttered economic ac-
tivity, sending the beloved local 
entertainment establishment into 
hibernation. 

They didn’t think much of it 
at fi rst, but then weeks turned 
into months. 

“We thought when the weath-
er got warmer it would go away,” 
said owner Mickey Beadle, 66. 

After more than fi ve months 
of closure since the start of the 
pandemic, Prairie Lanes is look-
ing to reopen in early September 
to league play and food-drink 
service, thanks in part to new 
guidance on bowling alleys pub-
lished Aug. 20 by Gov. Jay In-
slee’s offi ce. 

Bowling alleys operating in 
counties in either Phase 2 or 3 of 
Inslee’s “Safe Start” plan will be 
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Thurston County Public 
Health and Social Services staff 
are currently investigating a 
confi rmed COVID-19 outbreak 
at the Thurston County Correc-
tions Center, the county con-
fi rmed last week.

After having tested 300 em-
ployees and inmates Wednesday, 
Aug. 19, the fi rst round of tests 
returned six positive diagnoses. 
Those who were tested for the 
virus were immediately put into 
quarantine.

Thurston County is currently 
investigating seven outbreaks at 
congregate care facilities, most-
ly at long-term health and well-
ness settings. 

“We expect to have more re-
sults in the coming days and plan 
to retest all inmates and employ-
ees next week,” Public Health 
Director Schelli Slaughter said 
in a prepared statement. 

Public Health investigators 
identifi ed the fi rst case at the jail 
as an inmate who was released 
from the facility on Monday, 
Aug. 17. The county says the 
person is currently isolating per 
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Mickey Beadle, 66, owner of Prairie Lanes bowling in Yelm, is enthusiastic about reopening the 
facility after it closed due to COVID-19.

Managers of McKenna Housing Facility Decry Misinformation
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Management with Fresh Start 
Housing LLC, a for-profi t tran-
sitional program that operates 
sober housing in fi ve counties, 
took questions from county coun-
cil members and one community 

member Wednesday morning, 
Aug. 19, during a presentation at 
the Pierce County Council’s Pub-
lic Safety Committee meeting.  

Questions poised by the com-
mittee and one critic of the pro-
gram’s planned facility in McK-
enna, Joni Jensen, 62, of Lake 
Lawrence, were limited to broad-
er discussion on the operation of 
sober living facilities and poten-
tial public risks during the video 
conferencing meeting.

Fresh Start Housing is look-
ing to open a transitional sober-

living facility in McKenna in the 
old Nisqually Valley Care Center 
building located on the corner of 
95th Avenue and 357th Street. 

The 140-bed facility is ex-
pected to open sometime this fall. 
Tenants will pay around $500 
a month for services and be re-
quired to stay sober as they tran-
sition back into regular society. 

Tim Timmer, managing mem-
ber of Fresh Start, said their goal 
of attending the meeting was to 
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Yelm Bowling Alley 
Eyes September 
Reopening 
Under New State 
Guidelines

Transitional Housing 
Program Leaders 
Answer Questions From 
Pierce County Council

Fresh Start managing members John Green, left, and Tim Timmer 
appear Aug. 19 at an online Pierce County Public Safety Committee 
meeting to answer questions. 

The interior of Yelm’s Prairie Lanes bowling alley sports multiple televisions, a rotating light show 
and other amenities for patrons.■ SEE BOWL, PAGE A9 

■ SEE FACILITY, PAGE A9 


