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Restaurant Take-Out and Delivery Guide 
Starts on Page A-21

By Gordon Weeks
gordon@masoncounty.com

Growing up in Hoodsport during 
the 1960s, Jann Goodpaster 
remembers empty streets in 

winter.
“You could be rolling bowling balls 

down 101,” she said.
Six years ago, Goodpaster returned 

to live in her childhood home and 
found a more bustling town, even out-
side the summer tourist season. She’s 
helping to preserve its history, and 
the rest of the region, as the president 
of the board of directors of the Mason 
County Historical Society. She is also 
the newest member of the Mason 
County Preservation Committee.

Goodpaster was born in Shelton 
and grew up with two siblings in the 
North Hill area of Hoodsport. Her 
mother was the town’s postmaster 
and her father was the countywide 
superintendent of schools. Goodpaster 
attended Hoodsport School from kin-
dergarten through second grade, and 
then Lower Skokomish School. In the 
sixth grade, she started attending the 
new Hood Canal School.

At Shelton High School, Goodpas-
ter was a member of the French and 
science clubs. After graduating, she 
considered majoring in anthropology. 

Instead, she focused on history at the 
University of Washington. She spent 
her junior studying in Florence, Italy. 
“It was wonderful,” she recalled.

Goodpaster earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in history in 1976.

During the following years, Good-

paster worked for the iconic Portland 
retailer Meier & Frank. She worked 
in regulation for the state of Oregon 
while living in Salem. Then she 
worked for Pemco Insurance in Se-
attle.

For several years, she flew to the 

East Coast and back every weekend 
for consulting work. That meant mak-
ing flight connections and withstand-
ing the crush of bodies on Mondays 
and Fridays at airports.

“You never get used to that,” she 
said. “It’s terrible.”

After retiring, Goodpaster contin-
ued doing her “thing”: traveling. Her 
adventures over the years have taken 
her to the then-Soviet Union, the 
Middle East, Australia and all over 
Europe.

When Goodpaster’s mother died six 
years ago, she moved back into her 
childhood home.

A couple years ago, she attended a 
presentation on local moonshining by 
Union historian Mike Fredson at the 
distillery in Hoodsport. Fredson, who 
serves on the historical association’s 
board and is a past president, perked 
her interest in the museum.

Goodpaster started volunteer-
ing, taking over much of the data 
work that requires computer skills. 
One night, she filled in for the board 
secretary; after being called out of 
the room, she came back to discover 
they had elected her president of the 
board.

“I was very shocked,” she said.  

Jann Goodpaster grew up in Hoodsport and six years ago returned to live 
there. She is the president of the Mason County Historical Society Board 
of Directors, and the newest member of the Mason County Preservation 
Committee. Journal photo by Gordon Weeks

Hoodsport historian returns to roots
Community profile

Christmas treat
Isabel Kochheiser, 3, of DuPont opens wide for a freshly roasted marshmallow held by her dad at the 
Shelton Christmas Tree Maze on Saturday afternoon. The event was well-attended with a long line of 
people waiting to get in. See more photos on A-14 and A-15. Journal photo by Shawna Whelan

see HISTORIAN, page A-8

By Kirk Boxleitner
kboxleitner@masoncounty.com

Cpl. Tim Ripp II of the Mason County Sher-
iff’s Office recently became the second person 
to receive the Washington State Fraternal Or-
der of Police’s Life Saving Award, in recogni-
tion of his role in preventing the death of Ma-
son County Sheriff’s Deputy Sean Colpitts this 
August.

Ripp told the Shelton-Mason County Jour-
nal that he and Colpitts were engaged in stan-
dard summer safety exercises at the High Steel 
Bridge, the truss arch bridge that spans the 
south fork of the Skokomish River on National 
Forest Road 2340 in central Mason County, 
when Colpitts was struck in the face with a 
piece of debris that Ripp estimated to be the 
size of a bowling ball.

“Sean went over the side of the landing we 
were on, so I tried to grab him in a bear hug, 
and I went over the side with him,” Ripp said. 
“We fell about 15 feet, until I could catch his 
foot with one hand, and finally get a firm grip 
from clawing at the side of the cliff with my 
other hand.”

Unfortunately, Ripp’s hold on Colpitts’ foot 

Sheriff officer 
honored for 
saving life

see HONOR, page A-9
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