
inside
this issue ...  

FRONT
Opinion Forum ......................................5
Community Record .......................14-15
Law & Justice .......................................6 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT/CLASSIFIEDS
Arts & Entertainment ....................16-19
Classifieds & Legal Notices .........11-13

INSERTS: Inside Real Estate

ptleader.com
20 

pages

IN DEPTH • IN TOUCH • INDEPENDENT • SINCE 1889 $1.50June 10, 2020  
Issue 23 / Vol. 131

CELEBRATING R2AK pg.8-9  •  FIRE CHIEF RESIGNING pg. 19  •  PT PEDDLER DELIVERS FRESH FOOD pg. 20

BRIAN KELLY AND LILY HAIGHT
BKELLY@PTLEADER.COM, 
LHAIGHT@PTLEADER.COM

It didn’t start with George Floyd. But 
those rallying against systematic racism 
and injustice jammed the streets of Port 
Townsend Friday in what some hoped marks 
the beginning of the end.

It was the fi fth rally in the past week 
in town following the death of Floyd, 46, 
who was killed by police in Minneapolis on 
May 25, and whose death has sparked two 
weeks of protests across the country and 
around the globe.

It was also the largest; the mammoth 
mass of people — estimated by some to 
number at least 300 — stopped traffi c as it 
slowly surged from its start near the Port 
Townsend Police Station to its fi nally rally-
ing point near Safeway.

The massive rally was organized on social 
media by Rosemary Crecca, a 15-year-old 
ninth-grader at Port Townsend High School.

She said she put the call out on Instagram: 

“Does anyone want to be in a group chat? We 
can plan a protest in Port Townsend.”

The idea found an eager audience, and the 
protest quickly came together with the help 
of other freshmen, sophomore and junior stu-
dents from Port Townsend High.

“We just felt like we still needed to do 
something; even though our community is 
small, we want to fi ght for the kind of world 
we want in our future,” Rosemary said.

“I think that youth action is really 
important,” added fellow organizer Matia 
S-Reimnitz, a ninth-grade PTHS and OCEAN 
student.

“I’m a big believer in we can make our own 
future. All the injustice I have been seeing in 
the news is really overwhelming and horrible, 
and I just wanted to collaborate with fellow 
youth with those opinions,” she said. “And 
make a protest that could hopefully make 
some difference.”

“This is the perfect time to start protest-
ing, I think,” Matia said.

Rosemary met with Port Townsend Police 
Chief Troy Surber just before the march got 

underway.
“It’s going to be a good day; it’s going to 

be a great day. And you’ve got a great com-
munity,” Surber told her.

“I’m glad you’re all here,” he added.
Rosemary said organizers had talked to 

police earlier about their plans for a peaceful 
protest.

Immediately before the march across 
town, she grabbed a bullhorn and asked dem-
onstrators to make sure things didn’t get out 
of hand. Rosemary noted that rumors had 
been spreading that so-called “anti-Antifa” 
protesters planned to attend the rally for 
justice.

“We fully intend to keep everything really 
peaceful,” Rosemary said. 

“Don’t engage. We want to keep every-
thing peaceful, safe,” she said. 

The message, she stressed, was a genera-
tional call for change.

“For every day of news, we don’t see 
another person of color murdered,” she said, 
and someone in the growing crowd shouted 
“Amen!” in response. 

“We don’t want to be scared at school 
because we can’t trust we are safe,” she 
added.

“Our generation wants change. We want 
to live in an America where when we pledge 
for freedom and justice for all, we are not 
lying. We must stand together as a commu-
nity to work for the future we need; a future 
where Black men and women are not mur-
dered because of their skin color, because 
they’re perceived as a threat,” Rosemary said.

She asked those gathered outside the 
police station to take a knee for a few 
moments of silence to remember those who 
have been victims of violence, and their fami-
lies, friends, and communities.

“Breonna Taylor — today would have been 
her birthday,” Rosemary said, noting the 
name of the 26-year-old African-American 
EMT who was shot and killed in March by 
Louisville Metro Police Department offi cers.

“Sean Reed, Tony McDade, Trayvon 
Martin, George Floyd. These are only a few 
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Demonstrators at last Friday’s rally against racial bias in policing lie in the street on Sims Way. Leader photo by Brian Kelly

Small town hopes for big change

Marchers block traffi c on Kearney Street as they make their way to Sims Way. Leader 
photo by Brian Kelly

A demonstrator raises a fi st salute in 
support of Black Lives Matter. Leader 
photo by Brian Kelly

A participant in last Friday’s rally for social justice holds a sign while laying in the street. 
Leader photo by Brian Kelly
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