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By Justin Johnson
justin@masoncounty.com

Shelton High School football coach Mark Smith 
has a philosophy that a team should be playing its 
best football at the end of the season.

Consider it mission accomplished for the 
Highclimbers.

Led by six touchdowns from senior running back 
Gavin Gould, Shelton trounced Port Angeles 63-6 
on March 18 at Jack Stark Field at Highclimber 
Stadium. 

Gould’s six touchdowns, which are believed to be 
a Climber school record, came on the heels of a five-
touchdown effort March 12, giving the senior 15 dur-
ing Shelton’s six-game season.

“Coach Smith brought in a new system, both  
offense and defense, and it took us a few weeks to 
get it figured out and to get the players all moved to 
their best position for their skill set,” Gould wrote 
in an email. “I’m happy with the way we played the 
last few games. I wish we had a couple more games. 
It certainly was a good way to end my high school 
career.”

Shelton used a balanced offensive attack against 

By Justin Johnson
justin@masoncounty.com

Alli Sachs came off the blocks so quickly during the 
100-yard butterfly, she forgot to breathe during the first 
50 yards. 

Still, the Shelton High School junior blazed her way to 
a 3.6-second victory in the race, followed by a sub-6 min-
ute victory in the 500-yard freestyle and then anchored the 
200-yard relay team’s win a short while later.

Those three finishes, combined with wins by Made-
line Allred and Kaylin Mutoli — both freshmen — in the 
100-yard freestyle and 100-yard backstroke, respectively, 
keyed the Highclimber girls swim and dive team to the Ev-
ergreen Conference championship Saturday at the Shelton 
High pool. It was Shelton’s first league title in 20 years.

“Doing the fly and 500 are not races you normally would 
do,” wrote Shelton co-head coach Chad Youngquist in an 
email about a short pep talk/strategy session with Sachs 
between the events. “Alli swam her fly very fast going out, 
but did not breathe much on the first 50. It must have hurt 
finishing that race. I wanted her to know that how she felt 
was caused by her breathing and nothing else. The 500 is 
a long race and I wanted her to know that she was ready 

and would do well once she warmed down.”
Sachs finished the grueling 500-yard race with a time 

of 5 minutes, 56.89 seconds, winning by nearly 10 seconds 
over Black Hills’ Jessica Adams. 

“Alli is a great person,” Youngquist wrote. “I appreciate 
her talent, but she combines that with a fun and friendly 
personality. The girls like her. She is a great person for 
them to look up to.”

Mutoli’s win in the backstroke with a time of 1:09.85 
was one of the closest finishes of the meet — she beat Tum-
water’s Milynda Johnston by 0.27 seconds. Mutoli also 
swam the opening leg of the winning 200 relay team.

“I feel like in the 200 relay we did very well because as 
a whole everyone gave it their all,” Mutoli wrote in a text 
message. “We were able to get each other motivated and 
excited to swim our hearts out. Overall, I think team spirit  
really helped with our relay. With my 100 backstroke, 
I think what made the difference on that was having  
supportive coaches, teammates and parents. I was also ea-
ger to have my good friend, Abbi Sachs, swimming in that 
event as well. With her and another fast swimmer on one 
of the other teams in the lane next to me motivated me to 

Shelton High School senior running back Gavin Gould scores a first-half touchdown against Port Angeles on March 18 at Jack Stark Field at High-
climber Stadium. Gould scored six touchdowns in the game, which is believed to be a Highclimber school record. Journal photo by Justin Johnson

Running wildRunning wild
Gould scores 6 TDs in big Highclimber win

see FOOTBALL, page A-28

Shelton swimmers claim title

Shelton High School’s Madeline Allred 
stands on the winners podium after 
winning the 100-yard freestyle during 
the Evergreen Conference champion-
ship meet Saturday in Shelton. Journal 
photo by Justin Johnson see SWIM, page A-28
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