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InsIde today

Kitesurfing the canal
20-knot winds pulled Chuck Howard of Olympia across Hood Canal south of Hood-
sport on Monday afternoon. Howard and more than a dozen wind and kite-
surfing enthusiasts gathered at Potlatch State Park to ride the strong norther-
ly winds. Howard, who was joined by his wife, has been windsurfing since 1985.  
Journal photo by Lloyd Mullen

By Gordon Weeks
gordon@masoncounty.com

A fourth Mason County resident has died from 
the coronavirus.

Mason County Public Health reported the death 
Sept. 24. In a news release posted at 4 p.m. Tues-
day, Mason County Public Health stated the county 
has 430 confirmed cases of the coronavirus. Twen-
ty-seven of the cases are active. The number of tests 
performed is 10,544.

The age range in the cases are 74 people up to 
age 19; 178 people between the ages of 20 and 39; 
105 people between 40 and 59; 58 between 60 and 
79; and 15 people 80 and older.

To reduce the spread of the coronavirus, the 
agency encourages everyone to wash their hands 
often and avoid close contact with others; cover 
your mouth and nose with a mask around others 
and always cover your coughs and sneezes, and 
monitor your health daily and stay home if you are 
sick or experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms.
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Community profile:

By Gordon Weeks
gordon@masoncounty.com

In 1946, mutual friends 
paired Bob Puhn and Thel-
ma Horton on a blind date 
to dine and dance at the Old 
Mill restaurant in Hood-
sport.

An Elma native who grew 
up in Simpson Lumber Co. 
Camp 3, Bob was a 23-year-
old U.S. Navy veteran back 
from World War II working 
as a Simpson “bull bucker.” 

Thelma, 19, had recently 
moved to Shelton from her 
hometown of Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.

“I thought she was beau-
tiful, and she had the most 
perfect hair I’d ever seen,” 
Bob recalled.

“He was nice and polite 
and oh boy, a good dancer,” 
Thelma said. “And a good 
singer.”

On Sunday, the couple 
celebrated 73 years of mar-
riage. Their church, Faith 
Lutheran in the Mountain 
View neighborhood in Shel-
ton, hosted a drive-by con-
gratulatory parade in its 
parking lot.

73 years of wedded bliss
Arcadia couple  
celebrate 
anniversary

Arcadia residents Bob and Thelma Puhn celebrated their 73rd wed-
ding anniversary Sunday with a drive-by parade in the parking lot of 
their church, Faith Lutheran in Shelton. In the courtesy photo at right 
is the couple on their wedding day. Journal photo by Gordon Weeks
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So what’s their key to staying 
together for 73 years?

“Work, work, work,” said Thel-
ma, 92. She added, “You’ve got to 
have a good sense of humor.”

“I just need two words: ‘Yes, 
dear,’ ” said Bob, 96.

The couple dated for about a 
year and a half before marrying 
Sept. 27, 1947, in Shelton.

“My folks liked him right away,” 
Thelma said. “That helped.”

The couple lived in Klamath, 
California, for five years, long 

enough to endure two floods. In 
the late 1950s, they bought heav-
ily wooded property on the shore of 
Hammersley Inlet in the Arcadia 
area, where Bob built an expan-
sive house and back deck. That’s 
where they continue to live.

The couple had two sons, David 
and Scott. David built a home next 
to theirs about nine years ago.

After almost 40 years with 
Simpson, Bob retired as the super-
intendent of Camp Govey. Thelma 
retired from her job as the secre-

tary at Faith Lutheran. The 
couple traveled extensive-
ly throughout the United 
States, visiting national 
parks. They joined the Shel-
ton Yacht Club and explored 
the West Coast. They meld-
ed their names when dub-
bing their boat Theebo.

The boat was sold, and 
neither drives anymore. 
Their sons, grandkids and 
great-grandkids are fre-
quent guests. Visitors enjoy 
the clean air, the views and 
the clamming.

“This is a great place to 
raise a couple boys,” Thelma 
said. She added, “I hope to 
be here a lot longer.”
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