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Eunice Brezicha made 
sure she pet each 
horse.

“This is just such 
a joyful thing for all of us,” the 
Warm Beach Senior Commu-
nity resident said Friday. “This 
just makes our day.”

Three horses from the 
neighboring Warm Beach 
Horsemanship Program toured 
around the 22-acre facility, vis-
iting many of the 325 residents 
either in person or through 
windows. 

The community has been on 
lockdown since 
March 6, a week 
before Gov. Jay 
Inslee’s stay-
home order. 
There have been 
no confi rmed 
COVID-19 
cases there, but 
the staff is help-
ing residents 
battle cabin 
fever, Executive 
Director Gary 
Dewhirst said. 

“Every week 
we try to do something,” he 
said, such as dropping goodie 
bags on doorsteps. “We partner 
with the Warm Beach horse 
camp when we can. Right now 
we can’t bring the residents to 
the horses, so we brought the 
horses to the residents.”

Warm Beach Horsemanship 
director Lisa Tremain, volun-
teer coordinator Pam Whims 
and instructor Rachel Tilgner 
deftly rode their horses through 
the community, sometimes 
guiding the gentle animals 
right up to residents’ windows 
for a close-up connection.

“This was a special hug 
when we can’t actually hug 
them,” Dewhirst said. “There 
were some wonderful moments 
today. It really touched a lot of 
our residents.”

The equine visits plucked 
special heartstrings with some 
residents who were clearly 
moved by the gesture.

 ■ SEE PONIES, A11

Inslee 
eases 
some 
limits

A parade of horses brings joy to Warm Beach Senior Community 
where residents have been on lockdown since early March

Playing with ponies

By EVAN CALDWELL
ecaldwell@scnews.com

On a typical Tuesday, about 700 
people walk through the doors at the 
Stanwood Camano YMCA.

Nowadays, giggles from upward of 
20 kids are the only noises echoing off 
the now-empty corners of the com-
munity hub. Since the governor’s stay-
home order on March 13, the YMCA 
morphed into a child care center for 
kids of frontline workers.

“It’s a quiet place now,” said Dan 
Powell, Stanwood Camano YMCA 
branch executive director. “But if the 
community didn’t build this place, 
there wouldn’t be a place to have this 
childcare option. It’s amazing to have 
kids still in the building.”

During the afternoon on Tuesday, 
April 21, nine of the 32 children 
signed up for the program were 

 ■ SEE YMCA, A9

YMCA transforms into child care 
center for local frontline workers
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Construction, 
State Parks, 
 fishing, golf 
slowly resuming
By EVAN CALDWELL
ecaldwell@scnews.com

State parks, boat launches 
and golf courses will be the 
fi rst recreational activities to 
restart starting May 5.

Gov. Jay Inslee announced 
Monday afternoon that state 
parks, state boat ramps and 
golf courses can slowly start 
reopening. The news comes a 
few days after Inslee allowed 
some construction projects 

to resume, 
marking the 
fi rst easing of 
the governor’s 
stay-home 
order.

“We do 
think some 
small chang-
ing of that dial 
is appropriate, 
but we are 
so far from 
being able to 
turn this off 
like a light 
switch, that is 
just way too 
dangerous,” 

Inslee said in a Monday news 
conference.

The reopening applies to state-
managed parks, such as Camano 
Island State Park and Camano 
Beach State Park, in addition 
to wildlife areas, recreation 
land, boat launches, and natural 
areas. Camping and other 
overnight accommodations will 
remain closed. DNR recreation 
sites will be opened up as soon 
as possible beginning May 5. 
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ONLINE: See more photos from the event at SCnews.com
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Above: Though 
separated by a 

glass window, Phyl-
lis Busse interacts 

with Ebon on Friday 
Warm Beach Senior 
Community during 
a visit from horses 

and riders from the 
neighboring Warm 
Beach Horseman-
ship program. At 

right: Marian Har-
lander, in purple, 

reaches out to pet 
Caelum, who is be-
ing ridden by Pam 

Whims, at right.

EVAN CALDWELL / STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

The Stanwood Camano YMCA now hosts 32 kids of front-line work-
ers, such as police offi cers, fi refi ghters, teachers, nurses and doctors. 
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Island County 
opens Camano 
drive-thru site 
to all residents

By EVAN CALDWELL
ecaldwell@scnews.com

One by one, drivers 
eased their vehicles up to a 
tent and rolled down their 
windows to be tested for 
COVID-19.

The drive-thru testing 
Wednesday and Thursday 
at Utsalady Elementary 
School on Camano Island 
was one of several sites 
throughout Island County.

More than 5,000 people 
signed up for the test via 
an online survey. Of those, 
about 3,000 people were ran-
domly selected to represent 

the area’s demographics, said 
Keith Higman, Island Coun-
ty public health director.

“Due to an overwhelm-
ing response to the testing 
survey Island County will 

open COVID-19 testing 
(this week) to all Island 
County residents 18 years 
of age or older, regardless 
of survey completion or 
pre-registration status,” 

health offi cials said in a 
news release last week.

The Utsalady Elementary 
drive-thru site — Camano’s 
lone testing location — will 
be open 3-8 p.m. Wednesday. 
County health offi cials also 
set up a drive-thru at Oak 
Harbor High School and in 
South Whidbey Island.

Higman said results will 
help health offi cials under-
stand how much disease 
might be in the population. 
Test results from last week 
were not available by press 
time. 

The health department said 
there will be no out-of-pocket 
cost for this viral polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR) test, but 
insurance information will be 
collected if available. Health 
offi cials said people wishing 
to be tested should bring 
identifi cation. 

 ■ SEE COVID-19, A14

COVID-19 testing expands

THE LOST SEASON
Spartan seniors talk heartbreak and hope after an early end to their prep careers

Police .....................A2
Weather .................A3

Views .....................A4 
Obituaries ..............A6

Sports ....................A8
Classifi eds ............ A11

Puzzles ................. A14

LISTEN 
TO MORE
TCSN Sports 
Radio talked to 
more Spartan 
senior spring 
athletes. 
Listen to the 
interviews at 
TCSNsports.
com

INSIDE
t Stanwood 
graduation 
will look 
different 
this year, 
Page A3

WIAA 
changes 
playoff 
seeding and 
asks fans to 
take survey, 
Page A8

By EVAN CALDWELL
ecaldwell@scnews.com

I t wasn’t supposed to end 
like this.

Years of dedication, 
countless hours of prac-
tice and methodically 

climbing the ranks to the fi nal 
varsity season typically fi nishes 
in glory or heartbreak. Along the 
way, athletes accumulate lifelong 
memories from long bus rides 
with teammates, improbable 
feats and storybook endings.

Instead, 56 Stanwood High 
senior spring athletes watched 
helplessly as their seasons ended 
with a whimper.

These young competitors are 
used to adversity. There are bad 
calls, tough losses and seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles. This 
was different.

The global shutdown in 
response to the coronavirus pan-
demic halted everything before 
it even started. After just seven 
or eight practices, Spartan spring 
athletes were done. Season over. 

And, for many of the seniors, 
careers ended without making 
one last stand in the spotlight of 
prep sports.

The Stanwood Camano News 
reached out to some Stanwood 
coaches and senior athletes to 
refl ect on their young careers 
and what lies ahead. Some will 
continue at the college level, but 
for others, their time in orga-
nized sports is over.

u See their stories, starting on 
Page A6.
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Spartan senior spring athletes pose for photos from a safe distance at their homes. See more photos and read their stories on Pages A6 and A7.

EVAN CALDWELL / STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

Renee Canady, a public health nurse with Island 
County Public Health, tests Camano Island resi-
dents for COVID-19 at a drive-thru in the Utsala-
dy Elementary School parking lot on Wednesday. 
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It’s been a wild ride.
Many of the 289 Stanwood High gradu-

ates culminated their high school careers 
Friday by gathering in living rooms 
watching their prerecorded commence-

ment ceremony on televisions and laptops.
It was the latest in a long string of 

fi rsts for the Class of 2020 — fi rst to 
adjust to remote learning, fi rst to hold 
a virtual prom, fi rst to hold drive-thru 
celebrations and fi rst to not walk across 
a stage on graduation day.

“But that’s life isn’t it? Twists and 

turns taking us places we never thought 
we’d be,” Glory Brooks, one of Stan-
wood High’s eight valedictorian, said in 
her recorded speech. “If there’s one thing 
these past months have taught me, it’s 
that life doesn’t always go the way we 
planned. But I believe there is truth in 
the saying, ‘life is what you make of it.’”

Stanwood High Principal Christine 
Del Pozo said the graduates were quick 
to embrace the change. 

 ■ SEE GRADUATE, A3

By PEGGY WENDEL
pwendel@scnews.com

About 240 people quietly 
walked through downtown 
Stanwood as part of a state-
wide day of action to push for 
racial justice and equality.

The Black Lives Mat-
ter silent march weaved 
from Heritage Park through 
downtown Stanwood and 
back, capped with speeches at 
Heritage Park.

The signs carried by dem-
onstrators echoed sentiments 
of people worldwide who 
have stood up against in-
equality since George Floyd, 
an unarmed black man, was 
killed by a police offi cer in 
Minnesota in May. The march 
was part of a widespread ef-
fort that saw quiet demonstra-
tions occur in communities 
large and small.

 ■ SEE MARCH, A8

By PEGGY WENDEL
pwendel@scnews.com

While protests have taken 
place across the country 
against police brutality, local 
residents are mostly com-
plimenting Stanwood police 
offi cers. Meanwhile, local 
county and law enforcement 
leaders issued statements 
saying they will address 
concerns of racism.

Stanwood Chief Rob Mar-

tin said the local police force 
supports the peaceful protest-
ers who are exercising their 
First Amendment Rights. 

Stanwood Mayor Leon-
ard Kelley reported to the 
City Council that senti-
ments of gratitude for local 
police have been coming 
from the community, offer-
ing them more doughnuts 
than they can eat.

 ■ SEE POLICE, A9

‘Resilient’ Spartans graduate

‘I STAND WITH YOU’
Silent march in Stanwood starts a local conversation on racial justice and equality

Downtown parade, virtual commencement 
honor Stanwood High Class of 2020 

By EVAN CALDWELL
ecaldwell@scnews.com

Washington’s schools chief said he 
expects districts to return to in-person 
learning next school year as long as 
they adhere to an array of require-
ments and public health guidelines.

However, Stanwood-Camano 
school offi cials said it seems unlikely 
at current enrollment levels that the 
district can meet the requirements to 
allow full-time, in-person school in 
the fall.

On Thursday, Chris Reykdal, state 
superintendent of public instruction, 
released a 55-page planning guide for 
reopening schools across the state. It 
requires that 6 feet of social distance 

is maintained all 
school day, that 
everyone wear 
masks, that daily 
health screenings 
are given upon en-
tering schools and 
that the number of 
students gathering 
for meals and as-
semblies is limited.

“Parents are 
going to have 
to be patient,” 

Stanwood-Camano superintendent 
Jean Shumate said Friday. “This is just 
a start, and we have lots of work to do 
to fi nd out what school in the fall will 
look like.”

According to the planning guide, 
districts unable to meet the new 
requirements can build on three op-
tions: Split or rotating schedules with 
continuous remote learning; phased-
in opening with continuous remote 
learning or 100% remote learning.

“If you just do the math, you can’t 
physically maintain the social distanc-
ing requirements in our buildings,” said 
Maurene Stanton, district executive 
director of human resources. “We don’t 
believe we would be able to have all 
kids come back at once. I think we’d 
have to do a hybrid option of some in-
person and some remote learning.”

Reykdal and Gov. Jay Inslee said 
the hope is to open schools in the fall 
to in-person learning.

“It is not a guarantee and will not 
look the same in every school,” Inslee 
messaged via Twitter.

 ■ SEE SCHOOL, A10
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From left, Olivia Harvey, Mercedes Gonzales and Alejandra Flatto lead the Black Lives Matter silent march on Friday through downtown Stanwood. 
About 240 people took part in the quiet and peaceful march featuring people of all ages. See more photos at SCnews.com.

EVAN CALDWELL / SC NEWS

Stanwood 
High grad-

uates wave 
to onlook-
ers during 

a parade 
through 

downtown 
on Friday. 
See more 

photos 
from the 
event at 
SCnews.

com

Local offi cials support protesters, 
propose actions to fi ght racism

‘I’m going to do my part 
 to make this place better’

District unlikely to meet new requirements 
for in-person classes; hybrid option possible

Jean 
Shumate
Stanwood-
Camano 
superintendent

STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS
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ANCHOR OF HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH
PO Box 764, Stanwood • 425-320-8273
(A Church of the Lutheran Brethren)

Meeting at the Stanwood Sons of Norway Hall
next to Wells Fargo Bank

9:30-10:15 a.m. Bible Class • 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Russ Krause, Pastor

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
8313 Park Dr. Stanwood • 360-629-2252

Steven Casteel Pastor
Sunday School - 10 a.m. • Morning Service - 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service - 6 p.m. • Wed. Bible Study - 7 p.m.

CAMANO CHAPEL
867 S. West Camano Dr., Camano Island • 360-387-7202

Pastor Kris Kramer
Camano Chapel’s Summer Services

8:30 a.m. Indoor Traditional Service in Heritage Hall,
9:00 a.m. Indoor Contemporary Service in the Worship Center,

Mask Required at all Services except Drive-In
10:30 a.m. Contemporary Outdoor & Drive-In

(Weather Permitting)
View Online: www.camanochapel.org

CAMANO LUTHERAN
Highway 532 at Heichel Rd. Camano Island

360-629-4592 Church • 360-629-2253 Child Care
Pastor Scott Brents

Online Worship 9:30 a.m.
Drive-in Worship 10 a.m.

10:00 a.m. Adult Education
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.

www.camanolutheranchurch.org

CEDARHOME BAPTIST CHURCH
29000 68th Ave. NW, Stanwood • 360-629-9771

Dan Hallock, Lead Pastor
Dylan McFadden, Worship Director
Janna Dyck, Cedarhome Kids Director

Julie Olson, Nursery Director
All-Ages Sunday School - 8:45 a.m.

Worship Service - 10 a.m.
MOPS - 1st/3rd Tuesdays (Call for more info.)
Youth Group (Grades 6-12) - Thurs. 6:30 p.m.

www.cedarhome.org

CEDARHOME SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

28505 68th Ave, NW, Stanwood
360-629-2441

Pastor Don Bryan
Saturday Worship 10:45 a.m.
Saturday Bible Study 9:30 a.m.

www.StanwoodSDA.org

CHRIST THE KING COMMUNITY CHURCH
321108 67th Ave. NE. Arlington • 888-421-4285, ext. 813

Sunday - 10 a.m.
For small groups in Stanwood-Camano

www.ctkonline.com

MABANA CHAPEL

3871 South Camano Drive., Camano Island • 360-387-6431
Greg Summers, Pastor

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service - 11 a.m.
Mon. Bible Study - 7 p.m.
www.mabanachapel.org

NEW VIEW CHURCH
8028 272nd St. NW, Stanwood - 360-629-2600
SUN - 10:00 a.m. & Dinner Church 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday Youth Gathering - 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

newviewchurch.com

OUR SAVIOUR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Stanwood WA 98292
360-629-3767

Mark A. Bankson, Pastor
Alex Abdallah, Director of Student and Family Ministries

Sunday Drive-In Worship, at 9:45 AM

27201 99th Ave. NW Parking Lot
(Signal limited to area surrounding church building)

(Stay in your car, windows up, one family per car, engine off)
or

Virtual Service Videos at:

OSLC StanwoodWA - YouTube

www.oursaviourschurch.org

RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
606 Arrowhead Road, Camano Island • 360-387-2600

Meets at Stanwood Middle School
Worship Service - 10 a.m.
Sunday School (grades k-5)

Nursery and Children’s Sunday School
Home groups, call or check out our website for time & location

www.riveroflife.cc

ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1318 SR 532, Camano Island • 360-629-3969

Vicar Drew Foisie
Sunday Service - 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.

Child Care 9 a.m. - Noon & Adult Forum 9:20 - 9:50 a.m.
Wednesday Eucharist 10 a.m.
www.staidancamanoisland.org

ST. CECILIA CATHOLIC CHURCH
26900 78th Ave. N.W, Stanwood
P.O. Box 1002 • 360-629-3737
Father Raymond Bueno, O.C.D.

secretary@saintccc.org
www.stceciliastanwood.org
Saturday Vigil Mass - 5 p.m.

Sunday Mass - 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Faith Formation Office - 360-629-4425

ST. PATRICK ORTHODOx CHURCH
Call for Directions 206-304-0716
Rev. Fr. Theodore Andreivitch

Sat. Vespers 5 p.m.
Sun. Matins 9 a.m.
Sun. Mass 10 a.m.

AWestern Rite Church of the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia

Fr.TheodoreAndreivitch@gmail.com

TIDELANDS
A New Worshipping Community

of the Presbyterian Church
10101 271st St. NW, Stanwood • 360-654-4760

Sunday - 10 a.m.
www.stanwoodtidelands.org
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SkagitRegionalHealth.org

Your health is essential. This includes medical
visits for check-ups, routine care, screenings and
emergencies. We have increased our already
strict safety and cleanliness standards and our
team is ready to provide safe, expert care
for you. Welcome back.

We are here. We are ready.

Welcome
back.

By Evan CaldwEll
ecaldwell@scnews.com

For the third consecutive 
week, the COvId-19 infec-
tions rate has decreased in 
Snohomish County.

“Things appear to be 
turning around,” dr. Chris 
Spitters, chief health officer 
for the Snohomish Health 
district, said in a news 
conference last week.

Spitters said the com-
munity’s efforts to reduce 
gathering sizes, wearing the 
face masks and distancing 
ourselves from one another 
in public are playing a ma-
jor role in the decrease.

The county’s rate of 
infection has fallen slightly 
to 81.7 cases per 100,000 
residents, according to the 
state department of Health. 
However, the state’s goal 
to advance phases is fewer 
than 25 cases per 100,000 
people. 

Snohomish County re-
mains in Phase 2. 

In Island County, which 
is in Phase 3, the rate is 

down to 14.1 infections per 
100,000 residents. 

Camano Island — which 
has recorded 51 total COv-
Id-19 cases since March — 
has seen 10 new confirmed 
infections in the last month, 
according to Island County 
Public Health data.  

Stanwood —which has 
had 172 total cases — re-
corded 31 new infections in 
the past month, according to 
Snohomish Health district 
data.

“we’ve had over 200 
fatalities in Snohomish 
County and many other 
families have had to deal 
with members who have 
been gravely ill,” Snohom-
ish County Executive dave 
Somers said in the  online 
news conference last week. 
“Many others, people have 
lost their jobs and really 
seeing their lives change and 
some of their dreams vanish. 
we have major manufactur-
ers severely affected all the 
way down to mom and pop 
stores and restaurants and 
service workers.

“Really, nobody’s un-
touched by the economic 
downturn that we’re facing,” 
he continued. “So it’s been 
an extended shock to our 
community. again, there’s 
only two ways out. Readily 
available and effective vac-
cine or the widespread use 
of masks and social distanc-
ing. So there really are no 
shortcuts, there are no cheats 
or easy solutions.”

Statewide, cases seem 
to be plateauing, health of-
ficials said. 

The latest statewide 
situation report released 
last week shows the virus’ 
reproductive number — the 
estimated number of new 
people each COvId-19 
patient will infect —  in 
washington was about 0.97. 
The goal is a reproductive 
number well below one, 
which would mean the 
number of people getting 
COvId-19 is declining, of-
ficials said.

“while this is encouraging 
news and a sign of our col-
lective efforts, we must not 

let our guard down,” state 
Secretary of Health John 
wiesman said. “Plateauing 
is not enough to keep this 
pandemic under control; we 
must transition to a state of 
sustained decline in new 
cases. It remains critical that 
we continue to stay home 
when possible, keep interac-
tions with others brief and 
wear face coverings.”

as of Sunday, state de-
partment of Health reported 
3,814 new cases in the past 
week for a total of 67,461 
confirmed cases. There 
have been 1,781 COvId-19 
deaths in washington. 

To compare, there have 
been 109 deaths from the 
seasonal flu since winter 
2019 in washington, accord-
ing to the health department.

Meanwhile, the Canada-
U.S. border will remain 
closed to nonessential 
travel through at least Sept. 
21, Canadian officials 
said Friday. a day earlier, 
Mexico announced a similar 
measure for its border with 
the United States.

Snohomish, Island counties 
see virus rates slowly fall

Up, up 
and away

John Hughes, 
35 of Camano 
Island, prac-

tices paragliding 
techniques in the 
wind at Heritage 

Park in Stanwood 
on Thursday, 

Aug. 13.

Photos by Evan CaldwEll / stanwood Camano nEws
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Our goal as a dental team is to provide you and your family with
state of the art

dental care in an environment that is both comfortable & caring.
New Patients Welcome!

360-629-4597
9628 271st N.W. • Stanwood

Family Dentistry

Tony Hewlett, DDS

We have taken many steps to improve the safety of our office to protect both you and us from
the virus. We feel safe here and confident that we are protecting you We have installed a central
HEPA filter to filter the air in our clinic.
• We have installed 2 UV sanitizers in the filtration system.
• We have installed a new high air flow furnace to increase the filtration of the office air.
• We have installed shields up front to protect you and the staff while checking in and out.
• We have installed a new system of check-in to minimize congestion while you wait to be
seated for your appointments.

• We have installed “source” vacuum units for each room to immediately remove aerosols
created during your appointment.

• We have installed HEPA air purifiers for each room to filter the air even before it gets filtered
centrally.

• We have staggered our patient flow to allow individual patient contact when checking in and
out of your appointments.

• We have secured enough quality masks and gloves for your and our protection.
• We spray and disinfect every area of the office regularly, several times a day. This is over and
above our regular surface disinfecting protocol.
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The Stanwood Camano News is pleased to offer local businesses
an opportunity to share the steps they are taking to ensure a safe
shopping or dining experience for customers. For an investment of
just $100, you can include photos of your facility and/or staff, list the
safety steps you’ve implemented, and offer customers something
special to visit your establishment. This special promotion is
discounted by 90%.

To participate please call 360-629-2155

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute -home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card.
Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by MetalMan Roofing. Limit one per household. Company procures sells, and
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with
a life partner, both co-habitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have
a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members,
previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United
States Mail or e-mailed within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other
promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without
notice prior to reservation. Expires 9/30/2020. Metal ManWA license number pending

Receive a
$25 Lowe’s Gift Card
w/ FREE in-home

estimate!*

75%OFF
LABOR
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• ARCHITECTURAL AND DESIGN SUPPORT

• LIFE-TIME WARRANTY

(206) 479-9315

Timeless Protection Guaranteed!
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TUE 0% 55° 80°

WED 0% 56° 88°

THU 0% 56° 87°
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FRI 0% 52° 78° 

SAT 0% 51° 73°

SUN 0% 52° 75°

Students
 �From A1

Zill said he hopes in-person learn-
ing will return at some point this 
school year.

“It’d be cool to get to get into the 
new high school building this year,” 
he said.

During a School Board meeting 
Sept. 1, Liz Jamieson, construction 
manager for the Stanwood Camano 
School District, said the new high 
school is on budget and on schedule 
to be finished this fall. Crews have 
started work on the south parking lot 
and bus loop, she added.

“It’s going to start looking like  
the finished product very soon,” she 
said.

The $147.5 million campus con-
struction project also includes the 
new Church Creek Campus, a new 
maintenance and operations center, 
and stadium and field improvements.

It’s possible students will get to 
roam the new hallways this school 
year, district officials said.

The School Board and district plans 
to stick with remote learning through 
Nov. 1, but could move to a hybrid 
model after that if health officials see 
local coronavirus infection rates and 
other CoVID-19 metrics meeting 
state and federal guidelines.

Until then, fewer employees are 

needed without as many students in 
buildings.

As of Sept. 1, the district has 
furloughed four custodians and one 
security staff, said maurene Stanton, 
the district executive director of hu-
man resources.

Furloughs are different than 
layoffs because employees continue 
to receive benefits, such as medical 
coverage, and can be recalled to work 
when needed.

Forty-one classified staff members 
have requested voluntary furlough, 
she added. And as of Sept. 1, there 
were 26 paraeducators not yet as-
signed to a role for 17 open positions, 
Stanton said.

“We will be filling those in order 
of seniority,” she said. “When we 
move (to the in-person hybrid model) 
everyone will go back to their normal 
positions.”

The district has also created a few 
new daycare liaison positions for 
paraeducators to work with local day-
cares to make sure students there can 
access all the remote learning options, 
Stanton told the board.

Utsalady Elementary students 
posed with the eagle mascot 
while picking up supplies during 
a drive-by event Sept. 2.

pHoToS by EvAN CAlDWEll / STANWooD CAmANo NEWS

Stanwood High students line up 6 feet apart to pick up textbooks at a school supply event Sept. 2.



By Evan CaldwEll
ecaldwell@scnews.com

Turns out the smoke will 
hang around much longer 
than expected, forecasters 
said Monday.

The weak weather system 
that was expected to bring 
light rain and wind Monday 
to help push out the smoke 
won’t be strong enough to 
clear the air, according to 
the weather service.

“Smoke models have 
been forecasting decreasing 
smoke the last couple of 
days but this hasn’t panned 
out. Smoke seems certain 
to linger today and possibly 
further into the week with 
generally light winds and 
limited mixing,” forecast-
ers said Monday morning. 
“a weak frontal system 
will bring some showers 
later today and tonight. 

Models have been trending 
weaker and drier with this 
system and showers will 
be light and spotty at best. 
This seems unlikely to be 

enough to scour the smoke 
and poor air quality affect-
ing the area.”

The state department of 
Ecology said the “lackluster 

weather feature that won’t 
do much for us.”

air quality is expected to 
remain “unhealthy,” Ecolo-
gy officials said. Unhealthy 

air means that everyone 
should stay indoors, avoid 
strenuous activity, close 
windows and doors, set air 
conditioning to recirculate 
air, and use HEPA air filters 
if possible, according to the 
weather service.

“To add to our woes, 
light southerly winds will 
continue for another day at 
least, dragging more smoke 
directly from Oregon fires 
northward along the I-5 
corridor,” according to the 
Ecology smoke forecast. 
“So even if the ubiquitous 
smoke pool from offshore 
starts to erode a bit, a re-
placement is en route.” 

The next possible  
chance for wind to blow 
the smoke away is Friday 
when another weak system 
is forecast to slide through, 
according to the weather 
service.

Fires nearby
Firefighters quelled a 

3-acre brush fire Sept. 7 
east of Stanwood.

Crews from north 
County Fire & EMS and the 
state department of natural 
Resources contained the 
bulk of the blaze in a 
remote area south of lenz 
Enterprises and north of 
Pioneer Highway.

no structures were dam-
aged, and no firefighters 
were injured, north County 
chief John Cermak said 
Monday night.

The nearest wildfire, the 
Downey Creek Fire about 17 
miles east of darrington, has 
grown to more than 2,400 
acres as of Sunday, according 
to the U.S. Forest Service. 

an air quality burn ban 
— which means campfires 
or fire pits — for the region 
remains in effect.
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HOW TO PLAY :
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3
box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box
is outlined with a darker line. You already have a few num-
bers to get you started. Remember: You must not repeat the
numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column, or 3x3 box.
Below are the answers to last week’s puzzles:

ACROSS

1. Pretzel coating

5. Bro’s sib

8. Living room item

12. Frosting user

13. Big fuss

14. Startled

15. No charge

16. Ruby or opal

17. Depart

18. Gull-like bird

19. Actor Clark ____

21. Big truck fuel

23. Cleo’s serpent

26. In arrears

29. Type of tire

31. Twining plants

32. TV and radio

33. Panic

35. Rationally

36. Earlier than, in poems

37. Minimum

39. Fasten again

40. Emerald ____

44. Halt, to a horse

47. Find a sum

48. Kind of carpet

49. Yours and mine

50. Ball holder

51. Sharp flavor

52. Hold on to

53. Finish

54. “____ So Cold”

DOWN

1. Put through a sieve

2. Farm unit

3. Malicious look

4. More stylish

5. Drooped

6. Hunches

7. Gloomy

8. Umpire’s call

9. Nocturnal bird

10. Admission charge

11. Juicy thirst-quencher

20. South American
animals

22. Shoe part

23. Camp helper

24. Use a catamaran

25. Theater production

26. Morsel of food

27. Continuously

28. Employ

30. Tooth fixers

34. Turn

35. Sowed

38. Extend

39. Grate

41. Deposed Iranian ruler

42. Bowling area

43. Nest contents

44. Stir-fry pan

45. Color tone

46. Mined matter

360-926-8711 • 26477 72nd Ave. NW Stanwood

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am - 7 pm • Sunday 9 am - 6 pm

The store of prompt
friendly service!

20
33

15
4

WE ARE OPEN
AND READY TO HELP

Shop in person
Pickup in store

Free curbside pickup

Smoke here to stay this week 

Community Golf

Camaloch Ladies
• On Sept. 1, 40 golfers 

participated in the Monthly 
Medal competition.

Jessica Bowman shot a 82 
to earn the low Gross title, 
and Cindy nickels shot a 62 
to claim the low net victory.

Flight 1: Jane wells shot a 
67 to finish in first place. She 
was followed by Karla Frey 
(69) and Helen Maris (72).

Flight 2: Linda Duffield 
shot a 64 to finish atop the 
leaderboard. She was fol-
lowed by Ellen Falk (67) and 
Liz Fagan (72).

Flight 3: Margie wright 
won with a 66. She was fol-
lowed by Joan Haidle (68) 
and Barb Schustek (71).

Flight 4: Pat Ruse took the 
top spot with a 68. She was 
followed by Jan McCollough 
(70), Sunny Venegas (73) 
and Betty Thompson (73).

low putts: Cindy nickels 
led with 26 putts. She was 
followed by Jessica Bow-
man, Theone Holms, Jane 
wells and Meg lodolce 
each with 30 putts.

Chip-ins: Cindy nickels 
on Hole 3, Carolyn Bow-
man on Hole 13 and Meg 
lodolce on Hole 16.

• On Sept. 8, 35 golfers 
took part in a Stableford 
competition, where points 
are awarded on each hole.

Flight 1: Margo lane 
and liz Fagan tied for the 
victory with a score of 38. 
They were followed by Meg 
LoDolce (37) and Carolyn 
Bowman (37).

Flight 2: Peggy dixon 
scored 38 to earn the win. 
She was followed by Rose 
Seaburg (34) and linda 
Duffield (34).

Flight 3: Teri Swarner 
scored 41 to finish ahead of 
Teri Mattson (36) and Gini 
Henderson (36).

low putts: Helen Maris 
led with 28 putts. She was 
followed by Meg lodolce 
(31), liz Fagan (32), Joan 
Haidle (32) and Jane wells 
(32).

Chip-ins: Barb Schustek on 
Hole 2, Pat Ruse on Hole 9 
and Helen Maris on Hole 12.

Camaloch Lassies
• On Sept. 1, 39 golfers 

played a competition of Odd 
Even Partners on the Front 9.

The pairing of Helen 
Thayer and debbie Pladsen 
shot a 32.5 to finish atop the 
leaderboard. They were fol-
lowed by the teams of Bonita 
Stuns and Marion King (35), 
and Juanita Hamlin and 
nancy Bentley (35).              

less than 50: Bonita Stuns 
(49) and Patty lewis (48). 

Chip-ins: Irene Zook on 
Hole 4, Stacey learned on 
Hole 7 and Helen Thayer on 
Hole 9.

low Putts: Stacey learned 
(15), Juanita Hamlin (15) 
and Patty lewis (15).

Birdies: Pam Cramer on 
Hole 4, Helen Thayer on 
Hole 9 and debbie Pladsen 
on Hole 9.

• On Sept. 8, there were 
32 golfers in a low net 
competition. 

Flight 1: Hollie Caley, 
Pam Camer and Kathy 
nielsen each shot 36 to tie 
for first place.

Flight 2: nancy Bent-
ley shot a 31 to finish in 
first place, ahead of Cathy  
lofton-day (32) and Jackie 
Gerard (33)

Flight 3: debbie Holtman 
and Bonnie Restemayer each 
shot 35 to tie for the win. 
Sandy Simmons shot 36.

Camaloch Men’s Club
On aug. 26, there were 

104 golfers for a competition 
of low Gross and low net.

Flight 1: Jim Reece took 
the low Gross win with a 
74. Bill Dreyer shot a 66 to 
win the low net competi-
tion, followed by Steve He-
laas (69), Elwood Boehmer 
(70), Jason Hannum (70) and 
Jon Hamlin (70).

Flight 2: Glenn Case 

earned the low Gross victo-
ry by shooting an 81. Frank 
Kukuk shot a 66 to claim the 
low net title, followed by 
Jim Thayer (68) and doug 
Baker (70).

Flight 3: Mike nickels 
shot a 68 to claim the low 
Gross crown. Chuck akers 

shot 69 in the low net 
competition, edging Bill 
McGlashan (69) in the tie-
breaker. They were followed 
by dennis Tanji,  Bartlett 
Hooper amd Russ Schustek, 
who each shot 72.

Closest to the Pin, Hole 4: 
Jim vanHorn (11 feet).

Evan CaldwEll / Stanwood Camano nEwS

Matt Everett of Lynnwood fishes for cutthroat trout Saturday in the waters 
off Camano amid wildfire smoke that has turned the skies yellow-orange.
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NEWS FILES

Huge logs cut near Stanwood in 1910
Compiled by CAROL SCHMIDT
and SHARON BARTLETT

For the SC News

Nov. 22, 1910
Huge logs were being har-

vested around Stanwood and 
on Camano Island then shipped 
out on railroad cars from East 
Stanwood.

Nov. 16, 1920
The stage coach for Silvana, 

Norman and Florence left Stan-
wood Monday, Wednesday and 
Saturday at 3 p.m. with a fare of 
25 cents.

Nov. 18, 1930
Businesses in town closed 

for the annual football contest 
between the Stanwood Pirates 
and the Lincoln Lynx of East 
Stanwood. The Lynx won 13-6, 
with the help of a blocked punt 
returned for a touchdown.

Nov. 19, 1940
Would-be thieves used a 

large post as a battering ram to 

break a plate-glass window at 
Stanwood Hardware & Furni-
ture Co., but the noise caught 
the attention of Stanwood Police 
Chief Frank Obenhofer, who 
was nearby. The thieves ran 
away after seeing the chief.

Nov. 21, 1950
Burnway, now 271st Street, 

connected the towns of Stan-
wood and East Stanwood. For 
years, it was a dismal, bumpy 
highway at night, but the power 
company installed a lighting 
system of 200-watt, up-sweep 
globes with 14 lights about 200 
feet apart. Meanwhile, the State 
Highway Department covered 
the bumpy brick pavement with 
blacktopping, thus completing a 
speedway from the Great North-
ern Depot to the top of Land’s 
Hill on Camano.

Nov. 22, 1960
A new U.S. fl ag that once 

fl ew over the capital build-
ing in Washington, D.C., was 
acquired for the local VFW post 

by Congressman Jack Westland, 
to fl y over the post home in 
Stanwood.

Nov. 17, 1970
Stanwood’s newest store, 

Viking Variety, held its grand 
opening after replacing the for-
mer Giftland-Toyland at Viking 
Village.

Nov. 18, 1980
The new education build-

ing at Lakewood, south of 
Stanwood, became the offi cial 
Lakewood High School. The 
school board picked the name 
over “Seven Lakes High” and 
“English High.” A ninth-grade 
student won a drawing to 
receive a lifetime pass to all 
school events.

Nov. 20, 1990
Camano Island residents 

learned they would vote next 
March on incorporating the 
island into a city form of 
government. A citizens group 
gathered enough signatures to 

put the matter on the ballot. “It’s 
diffi cult for two areas that are 
different,” co-chairman of the 
incorporation movement Bob 
Cummings told the Stanwood 
Camano News, referring to 
how Island County offi cials’ 
decisions affect Whidbey and 
Camano islands.

Nov. 21, 2000
Cars traveling up Lands Hill 

on Camano were hit by gunfi re 
during afternoon and evening 
commutes over the course of 
several days. The shotgun and 
rifl e shots came from the north 
side of the highway. No one was 
injured.

Nov. 23, 2010
Snow made roads slick and 

snarled traffi c from Stanwood 
and Camano Island. Two tow 
trucks, each with a vehicle in 
tow, slid into the ditch on 
Camano Hill Road. At noon, 
vehicles were backed up for 
more than a mile on North 
Camano Drive.
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Guest Commentary

Local shops 
need you to 
shop local

The Stanwood and Camano 
Island Chambers of Com-
merce encourage residents 
to shop local and support 

the myriad businesses in the area 
this holiday season.  

Shopping local is always a good 
idea — but now, more than ever, 
our local small business owners 
need your support.

Supporting small businesses in 
our area not only strengthens our 
local economy, but is also a fun and 
immersive experience. You’ll likely 
be greeted by business owners who 
is passionate about the products 
they sell and dedicated to excellent 
customer service. 

Our unique local shops and res-
taurants are what give the Stan-

wood-Camano 
area character 
and small-town 
charm. Most of 
the time, if the 
business owners 
don’t already 
know your name, 
they will remem-
ber it the next 
time you come 
back to shop — 
probably greeting 
you with a smile 
and a friendly 
“how can I help 
you today?” 

How often do 
you get that kind 
of service at a 
large box store? 
The businesses 
in the Stanwood-
Camano com-
munity — from 
home improve-
ment services to 
healthcare to re-
tail and more — 
are the backbone 

of our community, and they rely on 
your support to thrive.  

The businesses in the Stanwood-
Camano area are working tire-
lessly to ensure your experience 
with them is not only safe but also 
enjoyable. From online shopping 
to curbside pick-up and even the 
ability to schedule private shop-
ping times, you can rest assured 
everything possible is being done 
to provide you with a safe and posi-
tive experience. 

There are many ways you can 
support these local establishments 
in addition to making an in-store 
purchase. 

Consider purchasing a gift card 
and introducing your friends or 
family members to your favor-
ite business. Leave great online 
reviews, tip generously, sign up for 
a membership, or take some photos 
of your favorite product or service 
and share on social media. 

Your dollars spent within the 
community not only support that 
local business but also the indepen-
dent suppliers, retailers and artists 
who create the merchandise. 

In addition, your tax dollars 
collected from shopping locally 
will also go toward schools, roads 
and parks, keeping our community 
vibrant and sustainable for years to 
come. Committing to shopping lo-
cally creates a win-win situation for 
everyone involved.  

The best gift you can give this 
holiday season is to shop and sup-
port Stanwood-Camano businesses. 
We thank you in advance for your 
support and wish you and your fam-
ilies a wonderful holiday season.

— Jessica McCready is the execu-
tive director of the Camano Island 

Chamber of Commerce, 
camanoisland.org. Elaine 

Traversi is the executive director 
of the Stanwood Chamber of 

Commerce, stanwoodchamber.org. 

HOW TO SUBMIT
A LETTER

We ask that letters for the 
Stanwood Camano News 
Viewpoint page voice opinions 
on local news issues, have 
one author and be 300 words 
or less. We give preference 
to local issues. We ask that 
you include sources for any 
information presented as 
facts, particularly numbers, 
to support your opinion. We 
try to publish letters received 
by noon Friday the follow-
ing week, as space permits. 
Send letters to our main email 
address: newsroom@scnews.
com or use our easy online 
form at SCnews.com/opinion. 

Thanks Letters also may 
have only one author and are 
limited to 200 words. They 
are meant to offer community 
organizations an opportunity 
to express gratitude for com-
munity participation in large 
events or large fundraising 
efforts. However, we do not 
publish thanks to individu-
als, businesses or sponsors in 
these letters.

Jessica 
McCready
Camano Island
Chamber of 
Commerce

Elaine 
Traversi
Stanwood
Chamber of 
Commerce
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SC NEWS FILE

Logs over 70 feet were cut at some of the local mills and transported to the Great Northern line at East Stanwood via 
the “dinky.” One such timber measured 54 inches by 54 inches by 72 feet shown here being added to the freight train. 
Background houses are on the “Brick Hill” east of the railroad crossing that is now 271st Street/Florence Drive.

EVAN CALDWELL / STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

Fighting a fi re
Camano Island Fire & Rescue fi refi ghters work together to extinguish a car fi re 
early afternoon on Nov. 17 on Highway 532 near the 2nd Chance Thrift Shop. 
The driver said she heard a clicking noise from her 1998 Toyota Camry and was 
headed to Camano Body Shop when it started smoking. The truck driver behind 
the Camry said he pulled over behind her and used a fi re extinguisher to keep 
the fl ames at bay so she could safely escape. No one was injured. The highway 
was closed for about 20 minutes as fi refi ghters put out the fi re.

Send along your photos of the Stanwood-Camano area to us anytime at 
newsroom@scnews.com.
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Creekside plans 
to add 60 units
By PEGGY WENDEL
pwendel@scnews.com

Stanwood planners are looking into 
a proposal to add another apartment 
building uptown.

Last week, Stanwood Planning 
Commissioners held a public meet-
ing to discuss Creekside Apartments 
Phase 3, which includes 60 multifam-
ily units south of Twin City Elemen-
tary. 

The project would be near at least 
126 apartment units going into the 
nearby Stanwood Camano Village 
shopping complex at 72nd Avenue and 
Highway 532 — where even more are 
expected in the coming years.

Joe Sievers, one of the Creekside 
owners, said the group purchased 
Maple Court with 108 apartment units 
already built on the corner of 72nd 

Avenue and Pioneer Highway in 2000. 
They bought adjacent property, built 
48 more units and changed the name 
to Creekside Apartments in 2018.

With the Phase 3 proposal, the total 
Creekside complex would total 216 
units.

The project requires a substantial 
development permit and is set back 40 
feet, since it borders on Church Creek, 
Stanwood Senior Planner Amy Rusko 
said.

According to the Critical Area 
Report prepared in January by The 
Watershed Co., the project requires 
a 25-foot setback from the top of the 
ravine plus a 15-foot building setback 
from the buffer.

The apartments are designed as a 
complex of four buildings bordering 
the ravine with Church Creek below. 
The project includes an expansion 
of an existing stormwater detention 
pond. It will add a sewage pump 
station and parking for 90 vehicles 
plus some small recreational vehicle 
spaces.

Stanwood code requires develop-
ments to have a certain amount of 
open space and offers a list of possible 
types, Rusko said at the meeting.

Open space requirements will be 
fi lled with a 5-foot-wide trail that 
winds through sitting areas, a P-Patch 
garden and a putting green. The trail 
will be open to the public and connect 
south to Pioneer Highway and north 
with an earlier phase Creekside Apart-
ment trail.
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Apartment boom continues
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End of an era
Crews tear down old Stanwood High buildings filled with memories

By EVAN CALDWELL
ecaldwell@scnews.com

Harry Taylor 
watched as 
equipment ripped 
through the 

bright red “Stanwood High 
School” sign and beige wall 
above the old main entrance.

Around the corner 
through what was formerly 
a hallway, another excavator 
tore down a wall of the gym.

“It’s a little challenging. 
There’s a lot of nostalgia 
here,” said Taylor, 64. “I’m 
tearing down where I made 
memories.”

Nearly 50 years earlier, 
Taylor was a part of the fi rst 
class to attend what was 
then the new high school. 

Until late 
1971, Stan-
wood High 
was at what is 
now Stan-
wood Middle 
School.

“I remem-
ber teachers had asked 
students with pickup trucks 
and trailers to help move 
items from the old school to 
the new school,” said Taylor, 
who as a freshman was one 
of about 30 students who 
pitched in to move desks, 
chairs and sports equipment. 
“Now I’m hauling stuff 
away again.”

Taylor, who owns Taylor’s 
Excavators, Inc. in Stanwood 
with three of his children 
who also attended Stanwood 
High, was hired to demolish 
their former school.

“We were the fi rst ones 
on the (new high school 
construction) site 3 1/2 years 
ago, and we’re going to 
be the last ones to leave,” 
Taylor said.

Taylor’s Excavators, also 
known as TayEx, were hired 
for several jobs associated 
with the new high school 
campus, including under-
ground work, leveling the 
new ballfi elds, and street, 
sidewalk and parking lot 
work.

 ■ SEE END, A10

Son arrested; 
woman also 
shot, injured
By EVAN CALDWELL
ecaldwell@scnews.com

A 21-year-old Camano Island 
man is accused of fatally shoot-
ing his father, trying to shoot 
his brother and wounding a 
roommate Sunday night in their 
Camano home, according to the 
Island County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

Dominic Taylor Wagstaff 
has been charged with second-
degree murder, second-degree 
attempted murder and fi rst-de-
gree assault. Each count carries 
a domestic violence allegation.

The shooting took place at 
8:38 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
Lakewood Drive in the Lost Lake 
neighborhood, according to the 
Island County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

A deputy responded to a 911 
call from Wagstaff’s brother re-
porting gunshots and two people 
wounded. The deputy found 
41-year-old Dean Wagstaff and 
the brother’s 23-year-old girl-
friend with wounds to the head, 
according to court records.

A deputy forced his way into 
a barricaded room and arrested 
Dominic Wagstaff, according 
to the Island County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce and court records. 

 ■ SEE SHOOTING, A8

Father 
dies in 
Camano 
shooting

ONLINE
For more 
photos, visit 
our gallery at 
SCnews.com

INSIDE
Stanwood City Council reaches 
settlement with crematory, A9

ONLINE
See a site plan for the Creekside 
apartment project with this article 
at SCnews.com

PHOTOS BY EVAN CALDWELL / STANWOOD CAMANO NEWS

At top, workers last month rip into the main entrance of the old Stanwood High School. 
Above left, Harry Taylor walks through the demolition site littered with metal, concrete 
and Spartan paraphernalia, such as the artwork above right. 

EVAN CALDWELL / SCN

Offi cers inspect the scene 
of a shooting late Sunday 
on Camano Island.
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Spartans make history

By Evan CaldwEll
ecaldwell@scnews.com

The Spartans are 1-0 on their 
brand-new court in their brand-
new high school.

In fact, Stanwood volleyball 
hasn’t even lost a set yet, top-

ping Marysville-Pilchuck 3-0 
(25-19, 25-18, 25-16) in their 
season-opener March 3.

“It was really fun being in 
there,” head coach Megan 
amundson said. “I know the 
girls were sad that it wasn’t a 
normal game environment, but 

it felt so good to be playing an 
actual competitive match in 
such an incredible new space.”

Though fans aren’t allowed at 
wesco league games this season, 
each squad’s C-team and Jv play-
ers’ cheers helped to fill the bright, 
shiny new gym for its debut. 

“There was definitely a void 
without fans, but it was still a 
cool moment,” amundson said.

	■ SEE vollEyBall, B2

Soccer  
focuses 
on growth

Setting the tone
Spartans 
dominate both 
sides of ball 
By Evan CaldwEll
ecaldwell@scnews.com

The Spartans didn’t show 
much rust, even though it 
had been 486 days between 
games.

Stanwood football kicked 
off the season by pushing 
Jackson High backward on 
the first three consecutive 
plays, culminating with 
the defense smothering the 
Timberwolves QB for a 
safety. 

The Spartans never 
looked back en route to a 
dominating 50-7 season-
opening victory Saturday at 
Everett Memorial Stadium.

“For only having 11 
practices, I thought they 

looked pretty good,” head 
coach Eric Keizer said. “we 
still have a lot of things to 
clean up, but that’s just due 
to not having enough time 
together yet.”

Though the Spartans’ 
first offensive possession 

stalled, Stanwood recovered 
the muffed punt and shifted 
into a higher gear.

Quarterback wyatt Custer 
hit Jake Cleary for the first 
of Custer’s five touchdown 
passes, tying a school 
record.

“wyatt Custer did some 
great things as a sophomore 
quarterback,” Keizer said. 
“you take his two miscues 
away, and he probably 
has the school record” for 
most touchdown passes in 
a game.

Then the Spartan defense 
again pushed the Timber-
wolves offense backward, 
forcing a punt that was 
mishandled and fell loose in 
the end zone. Carson Beckt 
recovered for the score.

“Beckt had a heck of a 
game,” Keizer said. “He had 
the one-handed interception 
— just an incredible recep-
tion — a fumble recovery 
for touchdown and he nearly 
had a pick-6.”

Stanwood defenders yet 
again pinned their ears 
back and forced Jackson to 
reverse into the end zone for 
another safety on the Tim-
berwolves’ next possession.

	■ SEE FooTBall, B2

Tennis, swimming, 
cross country also 
open their seasons
By Evan CaldwEll
ecaldwell@scnews.com

all 22 varsity girls soccer players 
saw minutes in games last week — a 
1-1 tie to Marysville-Pilchuck on 
wednesday and a 3-1 loss to Snohomish 
on Friday.

“we want to give the opportunity for 
all the kids to play,” head coach lori 
Stunz said. “Many haven’t played a 
soccer game since fall 2019, so we’re 
just trying to get them back in the 
game.”

The Spartans boast a young but deep 
C-team and Jv, in addition to a varsity 
team with an inflated roster.

“we’re trying to get a lot of kids out 
there and see how different combina-
tions of kids play together,” Stunz said. 

In the tie with the Tomahawks, the 
Spartans took the lead just after half-
time with a goal from lucy Soriano-
Sanchez.

“She just put her head down and de-
cided she’d go score,” Stunz said. “She 
went through three or four defenders 
and found the back of the net.”

	■ SEE RounduP, B2
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Barrett 
Anderson 
lofts the 
ball over 
a wall of 
defenders 
for a point 
during 
Stan-
wood’s 
3-0 win 
over 
Marys-
ville-Pil-
chuck on 
March 3.

PhotoS by Evan CaldwEll / Stanwood Camano nEwS

Quarterback Wyatt Custer stiff-arms a Jackson defender on a first-down run in the Spartans’ 50-7 season-
opening victory over the Timberwolves on Saturday at Everett Memorial Stadium.

Evan CaldwEll / Stanwood Camano nEwS

Emmalee Murry boots the ball 
upfield during Stanwood girls 
soccer’s 3-1 loss on Friday.

Volleyball wins first-ever varsity 
event in new high school gym
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Ryder Bumgarner attempts to haul in a pass.  
See more photos from the game at SCnews.com.
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Spartan swimmers make 
most of short season
By Evan CaldwEll
ecaldwell@scnews.com

Even without the kaleidoscope of thrills — 
fierce competition, deafening cheers, the lure 
of a state title — fueling a rush of adrenaline, 
Spartan swimmers made their mark.

Stanwood wrapped up its season Friday with 
55 best times — the most at a single event dur-
ing this COVID-shortened season.

For senior Anna Veazey — who swam four 
best times and came tantalizingly close to break-
ing a school record in the 100-yard butterfly — 
the limits on the season were almost too much.

“Part of me just wanted to keep the good memo-
ries from the past years and not swim this season,” 
said Veazey, who swam a school-record 50-yard 
freestyle time in the 200-yard freestyle relay at last 
season’s state swim championships. “But of course 
I’m going to do it, because I love swimming.”

That may be an understatement.

When COVID closed pools last spring, Veazey 
didn’t stop swimming. She and four other mem-
bers of her Mighty Marlins swim club bought 
wetsuits. Three days a week, from May into the 
fall, they swam the perimeter of Lake Ki.

“It’s very different than in the pool. It was 
cold. You cannot see the bottom,” said Veazey, 
who has been swimming since age 8. “All you 
could see once in a while were some sticks 
pointing out from the darkness. It was a little 
scary. But it’s a really funny experience to look 
back on.”

Veazey ended last season eyeing several goals 
for her senior campaign. In addition to shooting 
for podium spots at the state championships, she 
began the season within 2 seconds of breaking 
four Stanwood records: the 100-yard freestyle, 
100-yard backstroke, 100-yard butterfly and 
200-yard freestyle.

■■ See SWIM, A10
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MORE ONLINE
See our photo galleries from last week’s  
events at SCnews.com

Soccer, football end early

By Evan CaldwEll
ecaldwell@scnews.com

The Stanwood football and 
girls soccer seasons are done. 

“Due to multiple non-
school district functions 
over the past week in the 
community,” officials were 
forced to pull players off the 

pitch midway through the 
March 25 JV soccer game, 
according to a statement on 
the Stanwood High School 
website. “The varsity girls 
soccer game was canceled 
and (the March 26) varsity 
football game was cancelled 
related to COVID exposure.”

On Monday, school of-

ficials confirmed the soccer 
season finale on March 29 
and the football finale at 
Marysville-Pilchuck on april 
1 were also canceled. 

Stanwood isn’t alone. Sev-
eral other Wesco teams had 
their seasons cut short due to 
COVID exposures.

“It’s just disappointing,” 
football coach eric Keizer 
said. “But more than any-
thing, the kids got to get out 
and play three games, which 
is better than no games.”

Girls soccer coach lori 
Stunz agreed.

“It’s unfortunate,” she said 
of the premature ending. “But 
it’s surreal when you think 
back on the season at how 
many moving parts there 
were just to have the oppor-
tunity to play. I’m grateful for 
as many games as we did.”

The Spartans did log a 
game last week, a 4-0 home 
loss to Glacier Peak.  

■■ See enD, A10

By Evan CaldwEll
ecaldwell@scnews.com

The Spartans’ tough 
schedule might pay divi-
dends in the fall.

Stanwood volleyball 
faced four perennial 
playoff-bound 4A schools 
in its nine-game schedule. 

“I honestly feel like we 
played so well in nearly all 
of our losses,” head coach 
Megan Amundson said. 
“It’s hard to look back and 
be upset about it.” 

With a squad of 12 re-

turning in the fall — includ-
ing 11 seniors — Amund-
son said the Spartans used 
this season as an opportu-
nity to learn and get better. 

“They all really stepped 
into their own and took on 
new leadership positions,” 
she said. “This year is a 
really fancy preseason for 
fall 2021.”

Amundson said she could 
see her players’ confidence 
grow in their play and in 
their teammates. “They’re 
starting to play like upper-
classmen,” she said. 

Last week, the Spartans 
fell to Glacier Peak 1-3 (28-
26, 23-25, 23-25,14-25) on 
March 23. They were led by 
Barrett Anderson (eight kills, 
one block, four aces, 16 
digs), Lili Jones (seven kills, 
two aces), emma Floyd 
(seven kills, three aces, five 
digs), Olivia Rueckert (six 
kills, three blocks), Cailyn 
Conley (three kills, three 
blocks), Baylor Hezel (three 
kills, 11 digs), Mischa Kes-
sler (nine assists, three digs) 
and Grace Henken (two 
aces, seven digs, 21 assists).

On March 25, Jackson 
topped Stanwood 3-0 
(17-25, 16-25, 21-25). The 
Spartans were led by Mal-
lory Duffy (seven kills, one 
block), Floyd (seven kills, 
four digs, one ace), Ander-
son (two kills, 12 digs, two 
aces), Rueckert (four kills, 
one block), Jones (three 
kills, one ace), Hezel (11 
digs, four kills, one ace), 
Jayme Sabo (10 digs), Hen-
ken (14 assists) and Mischa 
Kessler (11 assists).

■■ See ROunDuP, A10

Spartans hope strong seasons 
carry over for success in fall
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Adapting on the fly

PhotoS by Evan CaldwEll / Stanwood Camano nEwS

Anna Veazey swims the 100-yard butterfly during the Stanwood girls swimming team’s season finale time trial event on Friday. 

Aleena Wiegand swims the 100-yard breast-
stroke on Friday during the Spartans’ season 
finale time trial event.

Evan CaldwEll / Stanwood Camano nEwS

Mallory Duffy sends the ball over the net during  
Stanwood’s 3-0 loss to Jackson High on Thursday, 
March 25.

Evan CaldwEll / Stanwood Camano nEwS

Emmalee Murry runs up to boot the ball  
during Stanwood’s 4-0 loss to Glacier Peak  
on Tuesday, March 23.

Multiple COVID exposures 
force seasons to be stopped


