
Lee also explained that 
all agencies that operate 
“Health Care Settings” — a 
designation that includes 
mobile clinics or other 
vehicles where health care 
is delivered, such as the 
kinds operated by VIFR 
— must enforce compli-
ance with the vaccination 
requirement.

Krimmert is one of 
Vashon’s most visible and 
highly paid public servants, 
with an annual base salary 
of $162,750.

Notably, as VIFR’s chief, 
Krimmert has served as 
Incident Commander of 
Vashon’s response to the 
pandemic. In that capacity, 
he has overseen the efforts 
of the island’s Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) 
Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) 
and Medical Reserve 
Corps (MRC), includ-
ing the standing up of the 
island’s COVID vaccination 
and testing sites. The EOC 
and MRC have repeatedly 
urged all eligible island-
ers to become vaccinated, 
citing the efficacy and 
safety of the vaccines and 
the public health benefits 
of vaccination.

Currently,  83% of 
islanders 12 and older are 
fully vaccinated against 
the virus, and 93% have 
received one dose of the 
vaccine.

Mandate also 
impacts local 
healthcare, long-
term care providers

Kerry Barnes, who is the 
health care administrator 
at Vashon’s Sea Mar clinic, 
said that most but not 
all of the clinic’s workers 
are currently vaccinated. 
However, she added that 
all those who are currently 
unvaccinated have now 
agreed to get the shots in 
time to meet the mandate’s 
deadline.

Wendy Kleppe, execu-
tive director of Vashon 

Community Care, also 
said that VCC’s staff was 
mostly but not 100% vacci-
nated; she declined to give 
a number of unvaccinated 
workers.

“We’re working really 
hard to educate our staff 
on the benefits of staff and 
residents being fully vacci-
nated,” Kleppe said, adding 
that VCC has strong proto-
cols in place including 
routine testing and PPE 
requirements for all staff 
members.

She also said she 
expected that the union 
representing VCC’s work-
ers, Service Employ-
ees International Union 
(SEIU), would play a role 
in discussions with work-
ers regarding vaccine 
mandates.

Kleppe expressed deep 
gratitude to islanders 
who had supported VCC 
throughout the pandemic 
and said that Vashon’s 
MRC had played an espe-
cially important role in 
supporting her organiza-
tion. Vashon’s overall high 
vaccination rates, she said, 
had protected VCC staff 
and residents, and VCC 
had, in turn, worked cease-
lessly to keep staff and resi-
dents safe as well.

“We know the vaccine 
has been a critical factor 
in keeping our commu-
nity healthy,” she said. “So 
taking the next step and 
making vaccinations a 
condition of employment 
just makes sense.”

T h e  v a c c i n a t i o n 
campaign for the island, 
she said, began at VCC.

“We were the first ones 
on the island putting shots 
in arms,” she said.

Vashon Natural Medi-
cine will not be impacted 
by  the  vaccinat ion 
mandate, said Dr. Kelly 
Wright, who is the founder 
of the clinic.

“Our entire staff is vacci-
nated, and has been since 
the moment the COVID 
vaccine was available,” she 
said. “We are all exceed-
ingly thankful that the 
COVID vaccine exists, and 
believe it is imperative for 
all health care workers to 

be vaccinated. Everyone 
who can, should be vacci-
nated for themselves and 
the safety of others.”

Vaccination policies 
at other local 
businesses

Other employers on 
Vashon are also deal-
ing with the issue of staff 
vaccinations, even though 
their businesses are not 
included in the governor’s 
mandate.

Vashon Center for the 
Arts, which employs more 
than a dozen staff members 
as well as hires numerous 
local artists and educa-
tors on a contract basis, 
last week announced that 
all VCA employees, board 
members and volunteers 
who work in VCA build-
ings must be vaccinated 
by Sept. 6 or provide docu-
mentation for an excep-
tion on medical or religious 
grounds. Those who 
receive those exemptions 
will need to present a nega-
tive COVID test on a weekly 
basis to the arts center.

Several members of 
VCA’s staff are affected by 
the decision.

Allison Halstead Reid, 
VCA’s executive direc-
tor, said that the potential 
departure of these staff 
members would be diffi-
cult for VCA’s entire, close-
knit TEAM. She said that 
the affected employees had 
been diligent about follow-
ing safety protocols in their 
work, including masking.

“There is no ‘win’ in this 
situation,” Halstead Reid 
said. “The loss to VCA will 
be felt deeply if we have to 
scramble to fill their roles, 
not to mention the loss for 
them in not having wages.”

Halstead Reid explained 
that calculations for perfor-
mance venues were rapidly 
evolving throughout the 
county and in Seattle. 
Some major performance 
venues in Seattle, includ-
ing Seattle Theatre Group, 
have recently announced 
policies that audience 
members must show proof 
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THANK YOU TO 
MY CLIENTS FOR A 
GREAT FIRST YEAR 
WITH COMPASS!

24 Years Serving Vashon Island

Vax
From Page 1

See VAX, Page 5

Vashon
Mini Storage

Inside Storage

Call 206-463-9253
8am-8pm

Vashon
Mini Storage

Inside Storage

Call 206-463-9253

Daystar offers optimal senior living choices.  
Parkview 62+ apartments • Independent living • Assisted living 

Summer savings 
are in full swing!

Move in by August 31st and save big.

OFF FIRST MONTH'S RENT
Independent or Assisted Living

$2,000$1,000OFF FIRST MONTH'S RENT
Parkview Senior Residence

OR

2615 SW Barton St., Seattle, WA 98126 

www.powellseniorcommunities.com

It’s so Good to be Home!

206.937.6122

 Take advantage of our special Summer savings opportunities!

All in a beautiful park-like setting that is situated close to       
       many amenities. Life the lifestyle you deserve at 

Daystar. Call today to learn more.

Hurry! Time is running out to save!

It’s that time 
of year again!
Everything is growing, 
—including blackberry 
bushes—around your 

Beachcomber 
newspaper tube!

Don’t forget to trim 
them back!




