
DECEMBER 1, 2021 The Reflector   B1

Lifestyles Horse & Ranch

Brush Prairie resident continues 
childhood dream with her horse farm

SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com 

Brush Prairie resident Erica 
Trager is the owner of Stone Tem-
ple Farms, which is a horse riding 
and training facility that she has 
owned for nearly 20 years. 

The idea for the farm came to 
Trager when she was a teenager. 

“I grew up on a horse farm and 
always knew that horses were what 
I wanted to do growing up,” she 
said. “So at 19 years old, I came 
up with Stone Temple Farms be-
cause at the time, my favorite band 
was Stone Temple Pilots. I thought 
Stone Temple Farms sounded 
pretty good and it stuck.”

Trager’s first horse she could 
recall was a chestnut Morgan 
named Kenyatta.

When she first started, Trager 
said she dabbled in “a bit of every-
thing” in terms of horse services, 
including boarding. 

“I figured out boarding was not 
for me, although I still train and 
give lessons,” she said. “As of late, 
I’ve focused mostly on my breed-
ing program.”

Trager emphasized a black and 
white paint stallion named Rogue, 
who she has great admiration for. 
The horse breeds over a dozen 
foals a year. She also has a number 
of mares that she breeds as well. 

“When I say (Rogue) is an 
amazing horse, I’m not just saying 
that because he’s mine,” Trager 
said. “Just ask anyone in Clark 
County and they’d tell you the 
same thing. There’s a negative 
stigma that surrounds stallions, 
that they’re these fire-breathing 
dragons you have to be careful 
around, but Rogue is different.”

She said kids can ride Rogue, 
who is 13, and enter his enclosure 
to groom him without any fear of 
getting hurt because of his kind 
nature. 

“He has a heart of gold,” Trager 
said.

Trager got Rogue from a wom-
an who wanted to house him at 
the farm over 10 years ago back 
when she was still offering board-
ing services at Stone Temple. She 
said she didn’t know a lot about 
the paint horse breed, but she was 
familiar with stallions, so she was 
comfortable bringing another one 
in for boarding. 

“It didn’t take long before I fell 
in love with him,” Trager said. 
“I had a stallion before him who 
was kind of a jerk, but after seeing 
how Rogue was with the woman’s 

kids and with my kids and other 
horses, long story short I now own 
Rogue.”

She explained that paint breeds 
are a stockhorse and color breed, 
and they have to be of a quarter-
horse or thoroughbred origin to 
be considered for registration with 
the American Paint Horse Associ-
ation. Paint breeds excel more in 
the Western disciplines, like barrel 
racing, cutting and ranch pleasure. 
However, Trager said she grew 
up with Morgan and Saddlebred 
horse breeds, which she still owns. 

“Rogue just happened to be the 
one that captured my heart,” she 
said.

Despite the horse breeds ex-
celling in different areas, Trager 
describes Rogue as a “jack of all 
trades.” He does everything from 
gaming like barrel racing and pole 
bending, to trails and halters. 

When it comes to riding, Trager 
prefers Saddlebred horses because 
of their forward and exhilarating 
nature, particularly Biggs, who is 
a gelding. 

“It’s always a very exhilarating 
experience (with him). Biggs is go-
ing to be 16 years old,” she said. 

During the pandemic, Trag-
er slowed lessons down because 
COVID-19 was “unknown and 
scary,” but on the bright side, she 
said they were able to breed over 
20 mares during 2020.

For more information on the 
farm, visit their Facebook page at 
facebook.com/stonetemplefarms. 
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8401 NE 117th Ave., Vancouver

We Accept Recycling
We Have Drop Box Containers
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121 N Main Ave • Ridgefield, WA

360-513-6625

saturday night 
live music!

DEC 4 •  8:00 PM • Country 
Gary Bennet And The Cost Tail Riders

DEC 4 • 8:00 PM • Acoustic • Gabe Hess
DEC 11 • 8:00 PM • Country • Robert Henry
DEC 18 • 8:00 PM • Country/Rock • Strawberry Loan
DEC 25 • Closed

THURSDAY 
Line Dance Classes

FRIDAY
Karaoke  

SUNDAY  
 MORNINGS 

Breakfast 
9 am- 11 am CH
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ENCLOSED PERMITTED BUILDING ROOF ONLY FARM BUILDING

FOB: Hubbard
P.O. Box 407 • 3540 2nd Street 

Hubbard • OR • 97032
Fax: 503-982-2515*** Prices subject to change without notice ***

•
All prices subject to code requirements 
CCB #: OR 86204  -  WA PARKEB1071D6

Kit Contains: 
Galvanized roof based on 30 lb Snow LoadKit Contains: (1) 3’X6’-8” Entry Door, (1) 11’ Wide 

Slider Door, Galvanized Roof, Painted Walls & Trim
These buildings have Engineered Plans & Prices are based on 
30 lb Ground Snow Load, 135 mph Wind Load, “B” Exposure

Please Visit Our Website

To view our customizable 
Options & Prices

DIY KITS!
BUILDING MATERIAL 

SUPPLIER

SHOPS

RV STORAGE*

*
*

*

*
*

BARNS

www.parkerbuildings.com

1•800•331•0155 
503•981•0890

GARAGES

Providing Pole Buildings Since 1982

EAVE 10’ 12’ 14’ 16’
24 x 36 $9,716 $10,603 $11,372 $12,234 
30 x 36 $11,308 $12,237 $13,108 $14,041 
30 x 48 $13,490 $14,464 $15,522 $16,870 
36 x 36 $12,854 $13,802 $14,764 $15,896 
36 x 48 $15,387 $16,464 $17,547 $19,050 
40 x 48 $17,171 $18,180 $19,358 $21,075 
40 x 60 $19,802 $20,925 $22,289 $23,838

EAVE 10’ 12’ 14’ 16’
24 x 36 $4,857 $4,933 $5,073 $5,345 
30 x 36 $5,922 $6,029 $6,261 $6,513 
30 x 48 $7,364 $7,526 $7,749 $8,078 
36 x 36 $7,181 $7,349 $7,520 $7,880 
36 x 48 $8,905 $9,067 $9,290 $9,767 
40 x 48 $10,649 $10,918 $11,193 $12,029 
40 x 60 $12,717 $12,987 $13,286 $14,198
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

Jenna Kussman, Real Estate Broker

360-975-9513
Jkussman@bhhsnw.com

“Whether buying or selling, my passion is helping 
people achieve their homeownership dreams.”

Licensed agent in Washington and Oregon!

Find your way with Jenna K!

TOP

OF THE NETWORK

16%2020 Honor Society
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

COURTESY PHOTO

Erica Trager is pictured riding Biggs, a gelding. 

When I say 
(Rogue) is 

an amazing horse, 
I’m not just saying 
that because he’s 
mine. Just ask 
anyone in Clark 
County and they’d 
tell you the same 
thing. There’s a 
negative stigma 
that surrounds 
stallions, that 
they’re these fire-
breathing dragons 
you have to be 
careful around, but 
Rogue is different.”

— Erica Trager,
Owner of Stone Temple Farms


