Glass
Quest
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People search for cam-
ouflaged plastic clue balls
hidden throughout the area
with the help from hints by
participating area business-
es and organizations.

Kim Thompson, a resi-
dent from the Stanwood-
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Camano area, said a new
tradition is taking shape
this year in picking up trash
with her family while out
searching.

“Gotta love the places
we quest or we won’t have
them!” Thompson said.
“(When you walk) through
the parks looking for quest
balls, there is so much trash
that catches the eye that
you think is a ball. My kids
and I thought we could
bring a trash bag with us
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and start picking it up.”

For some people, Glass
Quest has become an event
associated with remember-
ing their loved ones.

In 2017, resident Lisa
Wilcox’s husband died in a
motorcycle accident. Since
then, she and her children
volunteer to hide clue balls
in honor of her husband’s
birthday, which always
coincides with the event on
Feb. 18.

“It’s kind of crazy how it
started. My husband passed
away and then in January
2018, I got an email asking
if I wanted to hide clue
balls,” Wilcox said. “So I
thought, ‘OK, what a great
way to just do something
and remember something
on his birthday.””

Every year, they hide the
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balls when no one is look-
ing, then go out to dinner.
Wilcox said they change
their approach to the balls
every year and are dedicat-
ed to never doing the same
thing twice. One year, they
camouflaged the clue balls
with leaves. Another year,
she used magnets to hide
one under a bench.
“Several years ago, my
husband and I and a couple
other couples went out
to Glass Quest,” Wilcox
said. “But now it’s turned
into something that my
sons and I love to do in
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honor of their father and his
memory.”

Dawn Connor, a former
Stanwood resident who
now lives seven hours
away in Newport, said
she plans to travel to the
area this week to celebrate
with her late mother’s
best friends. She has been
participating for four years,
and the event holds special
significance for her.

“I started in 2018, how-
ever, the year (my mother)
passed away, in 2019, 1
found my ball at Kayak
Park. I’ve also lost my fa-
ther, and as I walked down
the hill, two deer passed by
and I really had this sense
that they were there,” Con-
nor said.

She found the ball about
10 minutes later.
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“I was so excited,” she
said. “And then when they
gave me the (glass) ball, I
thought, ‘this is the ball my
mom and dad wanted me
to have.” It was opal-white
and my birthstone is opal.”

When she and her
husband moved to New-
port last year, her husband
bought three balls and hid
them on their 17-acre prop-
erty as a way to bring some
semblance of Glass Quest
to them.

This year, she is excited
to stay with her mother’s
best friends on Camano
Island and quest with them.

“I’'m looking forward to
seeing them, it was some-
thing that was unexpected,”
Connor said. “I’m sure we
will do a lot of reminiscing
and thinking about her.”
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