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Boat safety ...
From page 9

at bit.ly/3sZiJx9.
Even experienced boaters and 

old salts can learn a thing or two.
If you have completed your 

boater safety education course, 
you might want to refresh your 
skills as skipper by reviewing the 
Washington State Parks Adven-
tures in Boating Handbook on-
line at bit.ly/3t4dSuy. You might 
also consider signing up for a free 
dockside vessel safety check from 
the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. 
More information and a link to 
request a free inspection can be 
found at cgaux.org/vsc.

Before you head for the launch 
ramp or untie from the dock it’s a 
good idea to check your boating 
safety equipment including your 
life jackets. 

Life jackets, also referred to as 
PFDs (personal flotation devic-
es), are designed to help keep 
you afloat in the water while you 
wait for rescue or work on rescu-
ing yourself. Life jackets are de-
signed to work best when prop-
erly worn, and not used as a seat 
cushion or pillow. 

According to the Adventures in 
Boating Handbook, provided by 
the Washington State Parks Boat-
ing Program, all vessels (includ-
ing non-motorized watercraft) 
are required to have at least one 
U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) ap-
proved Type I, II, or III life jacket 
for each person on board. 

Washington state law requires 
that children 12 years old and 
younger must wear a USCG ap-
proved life jacket at all times 
when underway in a vessel less 
than 19 feet in length, unless in a 
fully enclosed area.

The Blaine Harbor Office par-
ticipates in the BoatUS Founda-
tion’s Life Jacket Loaner Program 
for Kids. The program makes 
loaner life jackets available to 
boating families that do not have 
enough properly fitting life jack-
ets aboard their boat for the day 
or weekend. Only a limited num-
ber of life jackets are available so 
please return the life jacket to the 
office as soon as possible for the 
next boater to use.

Wear Your Life Jacket to Work 
Day will be observed on Friday, 
May 21. Hosted by the National 
Safe Boating Council, this annu-
al event is a fun, educational way 
to heighten life jacket awareness 
and highlight the various styles 
just prior to the official launch of 
the 2021 Safe Boating Campaign. 
Wear your life jacket, snap a pic-
ture while at work and share on 
social media with the hashtag 
#lifejacketatwork or send it di-
rectly to the National Safe Boat-
ing Council at outreach@safe-
boatingcouncil.org.

For more information of boater 
safety, visit parks.state.wa.us/450/
Boater-Safety.

Wishing you a safe and memo-
rable boating adventure!

Andy Peterson is the harbormas-
ter for Blaine Marina.

More sunny days like this are on the way for Semiahmoo ... 

s Families enjoy a sunny weekend running through the sand and paddling in the Semiahmoo Spit waters in April.                         Photo by Ruth Lauman
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