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A storied place of care for local seniors will cease operations

Director says multiple factors
lead to decision to close VCC

BY ELIZABETH SHEPHERD
arts@vashonbeachcomber.com

Last week, Vashon Community
Care (VCC) announced its intent
to cease providing assisted living
and memory care services, with a

closure date sometime around the
end of the year.

Residents, families and employ-
eeswere notified of the decision on
Sept. 10; an email also went out later
that afternoon informing commu-
nity members.

In a press release and subse-
quent interview with The Beach-
comber, VCC'’s executive director,
Wendy Kleppe, and Jeff Slichta, an

executive vice president for Trans-
forming Age, the nonprofit organi-
zation that has owned VCC since
2017, explained the decision, saying
the VCC’s operations were no
longer sustainable due to anumber
of factors — all of which had been
exacerbated by the pandemic.
They also said that VCC and
Transforming Age had a deep
commitment to finding alternative

living arrangements for all resi-
dents, and provided some details
about efforts they have launched
to involve the broader Vashon
community in what will come next
for the building and grounds of the
assisted living facility.

The most significant factor in the
decision to cease operations, they
said, was a critical budget short-
fall caused by decreased demand

for assisted living services on the
island, and throughout the coun-
tryas well. Only 68% of VCC’s apart-
ments are now occupied, they said.

Kleppe and Slichta also cited a
more intensely local problem —an
insurmountable staffing shortage
at the care facility, which factored
importantly in the decision as well.

See CARE, Page 3
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The initial group who traveled to Indonesia — which included seven islanders — that kicked off the maleo conservation project on Aug. 1, 2006.

Recent study highlights local group’s conservation successes

BY JENNA DENNISON
Jjdennison@vashonbeachcomber.com

Vashon-based Alliance for
Tompotika Conservation (AlTo)
has recently been recognized for
its work in the Global Ecology and
Conservation (GECCO) Journal.

A study published in GECCO
highlights how AlTo’s commu-
nity-based conservation work has
effectively quadrupled the maleo
bird population in the Tompotika
region of Indonesia over the last 14
years.

Marcy Summers, the Director

of AlTo and one of the 15 authors
of the study, was initially sent to
Indonesia in the early 2000s as
part of her work at The Nature
Conservancy. While working for
them, she was sent to a remote
part of Sulawesi, an island within
Indonesia.

According to Summers, while
she was working in Sulawesi, she
was approached by locals who
invited her to help them find a
solution to prevent the extinction
of the maleo.

See STUDY, Page 9

Objection to mandate still clouds
fire chief’s future on Vashon

BY ELIZABETH SHEPHERD
arts@vashonbeachcomber.com

Almost one month after island-
ers learned that Charles Krim-
mert, the fire chief of Vashon Fire
& Rescue, is unvaccinated and
opposed to Gov. Jay Inslee’s vacci-
nation mandate for healthcare
workers, including firefighters
and Emergency Medical Techni-
cians (EMT), it is still unclear what
exactly will happen next in the
district.

The matter was made more
complex on Monday, when a
lawsuit was filed in Walla Walla
County Superior Court, saying the
constitutional rights of 93 plain-
tiffs including Washington State
Patrol troopers, firefighters and
other state and local government
employees had been violated by
Inslee’s mandate.

On Sept. 9, at a press conference,
Inslee defended the mandate as
necessary in the wake of spiking
case numbers and hospitaliza-
tion in the state, driven mainly by
unvaccinated people.

“I've heard some people say it’s
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an individual decision. That is just
so far from the truth,” Inslee said.
“The fact is when you make a deci-
sion to not be vaccinated, it is not
just about your health, it is about
the health of everyone around you.
We need people to stop thinking so
much about me, and start thinking
more about we.’

In mid-August, Krimmert
asked fire district commission-
ers to release him from his duty to
serve as an EMT, so that he could
continue to serve as fire chief. On
Sept. 1, the commissioners voted
not to change Krimmert’s job
description, closing the path for
him to keep his job if he remains
unvaccinated.

But the vote also meant that
Krimmert may still respond to fire
and aid calls until Oct. 19, when the
mandate is set to take effect. Two
commissioners, Brigitte Schran-
Brown and Camille Staczek,
voted no to the motion because it
allowed Krimmert to continue to
respond to aid calls in the interim.

In public meetings, Krimmert

See CHIEF, Page 5

Former tavern to transform
into a sweet spot for all ages

BY ELIZABETH SHEPHERD
arts@vashonbeachcomber.com

The bar area of the now-closed
Red Bicycle Bistro, in downtown
Vashon, will soon undergo a
dramatic transformation, with
shot glasses and pool tables
being replaced by scoops of the
flavorful, locally-produced ice
cream and an arcade filled with
vintage pinball machines and
video games.

Glass Bottle Creamery, a popu-
lar but tiny specialty grocery store
that now offers local raw milk,
eggs, cheese, and ice cream, will
bring all this into the space in
early 2021 after extensive renova-
tions of the old tavern take place.

Samantha Weigand, the
Creamery’s owner, said she was
excited about the expansion of
her business in the new space.
Weigand is also the owner of
Vashon Island Baking Company,
which she said would remain in
its present location.

Reached by phone in New

York as she prepared to drive a
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‘Mukai Way' is Vashon's newest road

A section of the road on which Vashon’s historic Mukai Farm &
Garden is located will be renamed as “Mukai Way,” with an honor-
ary re-naming ceremony taking place at 10:30 a.m. Friday, Sept. 17.

On Aug. 17, the King County Council unanimously approved the
designation. It also directed the Road Services Division to place
signage recognizing the section of the road, located off SW Bank
Road, where Mukai Farm & Garden is located.

A half-mile section of SW 107th Avenue SW will now display
the honorary road name designation, paying tribute to the Mukai
Family and the Japanese American immigrant community’s
contributions to the island in the 20th century. Founded by Issei
pioneer B.D. Mukai in 1926 as a strawberry farm, Mukai Farm &
Garden today is on the National Register of Historic places with
itsrare heritage home, Japanese garden, and barreling plant. Find
out more at mukaifarmandgarden.org.

A concert and light show coming to Open Space

“Liquid Light,” an outdoor sound and light show, will take place
at 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 16, at Open Space for Arts & Community.
At 4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 19, the Seattle band General Mojo’s will
play an outdoor show, closing Open Space’s Summer Stage series.
Visit openspacevashon.com for tickets and more information.

U-Haul truck full of her newly
purchased pinball machines and
video games across the country
back to Vashon, Weigand spoke
enthusiastically about her vision
for the new incarnation of Glass
Bottle Creamery.

“Our vision is that we're going
to have a cool, comfortable, all-
ages space,” she said, adding that
she was working with two local
artists to bring colorful surprises
to the interior of the shop. There
would also be Foosball and
bubble hockey tables inside in
the space, she said.

Glass Bottle Creamery, which
opened in 2015, isnowhoused in
a sliver of retail space on Vashon
Hwy., next door to the Voice of
Vashon.

The Creamery’s move across
the street is part of the overall
transformation of the property by
its new owners, married couple
Adam Chumas and Christina
McFadden.

The sale of the Red Bicycle

See OPEN, Page 5

School board
discusses
COVID-19
updates,
enrollment,
curriculum

BY JENNA DENNISON
Jjdennison@vashonbeachcomber.
com

Enrollment is up at Vashon
Island School District (VISD),
board members learned at a
school board meeting held
in-person on Sept 9, at Chau-
tauqua Elementary School.
Other topics on the agenda
included updates about COVID,
the district’s process for creating
anew strategic plan, and racial
equity measures.

The meeting was also broad-
cast live on YouTube and can
still be seen at tinyurl.com/
m9e7tf8x, though the sound
quality of the recording is poor
— a re-occurring problem at
recent board meetings that
McSheehy told The Beach-
comber would be fixed in future
broadcasts.

Enrollment

The district had projected a
total of 1,415 students for the
2021-2022 school year, which
turned out to be an undercount.

The official enrollment
number for this school year is
1,425 students. Overall, enroll-
ment is up at both McMurray
Middle School and Vashon
High School. But the number
of students has dropped at
Chautauqua Elementary, which
McSheehy cited as a trend
across theregion, as COVID-19
vaccines are notyet available to
elementary-age children.

COVID-19 update

McSheehy said that addi-
tional follow-up had taken
place following an incident of
possible COVID-19 exposure
at McMurray Middle School
earlier this month follow-
ing a confirmed infection in a
student.

Over Labor Day weekend, 19
people, including students and
school staff, were tested at the
school in a drive-through event
coordinated by the MRC and
School Nurse Pam Kirkpatrick.
All tested negative and were
able to immediately return to
work or the classroom.

McSheehy thanked Vashon’s
Medical Reserve Corps (MRC),

See SCHOOL, Page 4

New rent subsidy program to launch

Asaffordable housingforisland workers becomes harder to find, Vashon’s
Interfaith Council to Prevent Homelessness (IFCH) isresponding towhathas
become a crisis for some local families with a newlottery program.

The application process is simple: households will fill out a preliminary
application, and if they meet the program guidelines, theywill be entered
into a public lottery. Everyone who qualifies will get a number. The first
10 households will receive a rent grant of $500 a month for only one year,
amounting to $6,000 total. For every additional $6,000 raised, the next
household in line will receive similar assistance. All checks will be mailed

directly to the homeowners.

Once chosen, households will then submit proof of income, proof of
expenses and alandlord/tenant agreement.

Applicants mustlive in unsubsidized housing; be employed or living on
government fixed income; have ahousehold gross income is 250% or less
of the povertylevel; pay 50% or more of their household gross income for
rent, and live in a long-term rental unit with a lease, that is separate from

the residence of the homeowner.

“We believe our island workers and individuals receiving Social Secu-
rity should be able to live in their community,” said Hilary Emmer, who is
involved in the project. “Our hope is that this program will help to create
and preserve affordable housing opportunities. Please share with anyone

who might qualify”’

For an application, email Hilary Emmer athilonvashon@yahoo.com or
callher at206-463-7277. To donate to the program, send a check to IFCH,
with “rent program” in the memo line, and send to IFCH, P.O. Box 330,

Vashon, 98070.
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The island home experts.

TRISTAN CARBERY  Broke

Totally unique, pristine Mountain Retreat! Live fully and intentionally in a custom built Geodesic Dazzlrng sunlrtﬁeldsframethrs contemporary farmhouse' Builtin 2009 archrtecturally desrgned thrs
Dome on 1,900 feet of river frontage. This paradise is a shy 64 Acres of off-the-grid living at its finest. 1,728 sf home & “barage” (barn-garage) is thoughtful & fine in every detail. The place is horse ready!

MLS# 1837331 $990,000 MLS# 1812555 $1,125,000
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Enveloped in gardens, this home on 2 3/4 acres is three minutes from town and Seattle ferry, east of the ~ Enjoy one level living in this charming 3-bedroom, 2-bath home. Open ﬂoor pIan features a spacrous
Whispering Firs Land Trust property—extremely private and quiet. Includes a two-car finished garage.  kitchen with stainless steel appliances, butcher block counters, pantry, and large island with seating.

MLS# 1822253 $995,000 MLS# 1831775 $569,000
LINDA BIANCHI | 206-947-1763 /| NICOLE MARTIN | 206-259-1355 SOPHIA DE GROEN STEN DAHL Owner/ Broker | sophias@windermere.com |206 -992-4636

Weather Watch Ranch An archrtecturally designed NW contemporary home graciously sited on almost 7 sunny acres of pastoral south sIoprng meadows overlooking Puget Sound. The dramatrc main
floor features soaring ceilings and walls of windows that lead to fabulous outdoor entertainment spaces, including pizza oven and custom bocce ball court. The chef’s kitchen includes concrete counters.

MLS# 1824010 $1,810,000 (Price reflects sold price)
LINDA BIANCHI Broker | Ibranchr@wrndermere com |206 -947-1763

Beautiful West side home wrth amazing Sunset and Puget Sound views, this 3 bedroom and 3.5 bath home srts above the private beachfront 50 you can easily see boats, whales and other wildlife. Amenities include:
light and bright living with over 30 windows, skylights, 103 feet of Puget Sound waterfront, beach firepit, level beach frontage, large great room, sunroom, sitting room and recreation room all with views.

MLS# 1812621 $1,195,000 (Price reflects sold price)
MARY MARGARET BRIGGS Broker | mmbriggs@windermere.com |206 276 -2158 JR CRAWFORD Broker | jr@vashon.com | 206-954-9959

Sweet Vashon Island equestrian farm on 5 sun- frlled acres in Dockton. Open pastures surrounded by hundreds of acres of prrstrne public Iands spannrng from Quartermaster Harbor to Puget
Sound. Modern farmhouse and two-stall barn are set among specimen and fruit trees. Home has luminous interiors with open concept living, dining and kitchen, with two bedrooms on the main.

MLS# 1805399 950,000 (Price reflects sold price)

Investor Alert! There is so much potentral in this h|stor|c cottage on a quret residential street Beauty, location, serenity! Prrvate and serene settrng with exqursrte 6. 77 acres, Iarge meadow
in Dockton. Views from almost every window will remind you that the beach is very close. area, quiet sitting areas, walking trails, native plantings and a variety of mature trees. Perfection!

MLS# 1826584 $608,000 (Price reflects sold price) MLS# 1803055 $450,000 (Price reflects sold price)

Dick Linda Mary Margaret Heather Geoff Rita Tristan Sue JR Connie Cheryl
Bianchi Bianchi Briggs Brynn Bunch Bunch Carbery (arette Crawford Cunningham Dalton
206/714-3544 206/ 9471763  206/276-2158  206/979-4192  206/259-1551 206/484-4084  206/459-1043  206/351-7772 206/ 954-9959  206/853-5517 206/ 714-7281

WRE/Vashon-Maury Island, LLC 17429 Vashon Hwy SW, Vashon, WA 98070 206/ 463-9148 WindermereVashon.com




Care

From Page 1

The problem was also
described by VCC’s devel-
opment director, Anne
Atwell, in VCC'’s email to the
community, announcing the
decision to close.

"Due to the high cost of
living, lack of affordable
housing and challenges of
commuting by ferry, Vashon
is an incredibly difficult
place to hire, train and keep
employees,” Atwell wrote.

In her interview, Kleppe
further detailed how the
problem has worsened
during the pandemic, forc-
ing VCC to turn to the costly
practice of hiring shift work-
ers employed by four off-
island agencies. Kleppe said
that this practice did not
solve the problem. Agency
shift workers, she said, did
not feel a close connec-
tion to VCC, and frequently
didn’t show up for work, due
to ferry issues.

“We can’t find people to
work in our building,” she
said, noting that Vashon’s
own large network of home-
care providers was already
engaged in responding to
the increasing demand of
islanders who wanted to stay
athome and age in place.

“We know the island
community cares deeply for
VCC and our residents,” said
Slichta. “But these latest chal-
lenges have made it so that
VCC canno longer continue”’

The closure of the facil-
ity will displace some of
Vashon’s most vulnerable
residents.

Thirty-six residents
currently occupy the 56
available apartments in
VCC’s Aspiri Gardens
Assisted Living and Beards-
ley Memory Support sections
of VCC. All these residents
will now need to relocate,
an effort in which VCC will
provide support and assis-
tance, including paying the
cost of moving expenses, said
Kleppe and Slichta.

The efforts to assist resi-
dents and their families will
continue as long as needed,
they said — hence VCC’slack
of specificity in naming an
exact date for the closure of
the facility. This effort could
lastinto early 2022, they said.

“It’s really all about the
residents and finding appro-
priate placement for them,’
Slichta said. “That is our
number one priority and
concern””

Kleppe said she and Susan
Riemer, community relations
director of VCC, were now
working one-on-one with
residents and their fami-
lies to ensure that every-
one receives the help and
guidance they need going
forward.

[We're] developing a plan

STAFF PHOTO | VASHON-MAURY ISLAND BEACHCOMBER
Thirty-six residents currently occupy the 56 available
apartments in VCC's Aspiri Gardens Assisted Living and
Beardsley Memory Support sections of VCC. All these
residents will now need to relocate, an effort in which
VCC will provide support and assistance, said its executive
director, Wendy Kleppe.

and are in touch with fami-
lies just to determine what
theywant,” she said. “It's very
individualized”

Families who rely on
Medicaid, she said, will also
be assisted by a social worker
in their search for their new
care settings. Transforming
Age, Slichta added, would
also provide an additional
array of resources support
for VCC residents and their
families in their difficult
transitions.

Headquartered in
Bellevue, Washington,
Transforming Age owns
and operates 47 senior living
communities and has more
than 2,000 employees.

Kleppe acknowledged
the deeply emotional work
involved in this work with
residents and their families.

“These people who live
here — this is their home,”
she said.

VCC has also promised
to work with 42 current staff
members to help them find
new employment, includ-
ing ongoing resume and job
search support. In addition to
this, VCC will provide reten-
tion bonuses for employees
who stay through the end of
the year.

Only 36% of VCC’s current
employees reside on Vashon,
Kleppe said.

“We're going to do our
best to take care of our team
members and help them
during the transition,” said
Kleppe.

VCC has been losing
money for the last several
years and has relied on
Transforming Age to make
up operating losses. In
total, Transforming Age has
supported VCC with more

than $4 million since 2018,
according to Slichta.

In taking over the opera-
tion of VCC in 2017, Trans-
forming Age also assumed
ownership of VCC’s build-
ing, which came with an
outstanding $6 million loan
from the Department of
Housing and Development
(HUD) — a debt that Trans-
forming Age assumed and is
still making payments on.

The building is currently
assessed as being worth $6.5
million, according to prop-
erty records.

All viable options for
the building and grounds,
including sale or rental of
the property, are currently
on the table, Slichta said,
adding that it was a top prior-
ity for Transforming Age and
VCC to work with islanders
to find a way to maintain the
property as a resource to the
community.

VCC has already taken an
initial step toward this goal
by convening a task force
of community leaders to
explore housing and social
service needs and how the
building could be used.

The names of these island-
ers, and the agencies they are
affiliated with, will soon be
released, Kleppe said, prom-
ising to be open and trans-
parent about the work of the
group as it continues. At this
point, she said, member-
ship in the task force was still
somewhat fluid, as only two
meetings had been held.

With the closure of VCC,
islanders will once again
have a chance to reimag-
ine and rehabilitate the site
of a valuable and longtime
community resource — one
that they have fought before
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to save.

The facility has roots
dating back to 1928 when
Goodwill Industries
purchased the Ellsworth
Ranch and established a
working farm and board-
ing house for destitute men
and women from Seattle. It
was subsequently sold to
a couple who also ran the
farmhouse and grounds
as a rehabilitation site, and
then later as a nursinghome
astheir residents aged. Years
passed, and the property
changed hands again several
times but continued to be
operated as a care facility
until 1995, when the owners
atthat time announced their
intention to close the facil-
ity — a move that would
displace 36 residents.

But the community imme-
diatelyrallied to save the care
facility.

An effort led by Ted
Kutscher and Ted Clabaugh
brought together 30 island-
ers who pledged loans to
guarantee the lease of the
property. Within two weeks,
the activists organized a
nonprofit, Vashon Commu-
nity Care Center, to keep the
facility operating.

The group quickly discov-
ered that an entirely new
facility would be needed
within five years because of
the deteriorating state of the
original building and new
regulations for care centers.
The board of VCCtook on the
challenge and enlisted the
cooperation of Providence
Health System to purchase
the property and plan the
construction of a new facility.

The new building, with
a 40-apartment assisted
living facility, a 30-bed nurs-
ing home and a five-day-a-
week adult daycare program,
opened in August 2001,
managed by Providence
Mount St. Vincent.

The relationship with
Providence ended in 2017,
and VCC’s affiliation with
Transforming Age began.

In 2019, VCC announced
that it would close its skilled
nursing facility and began

a renovation project of that
wing of the facility, turning
the 16 residents’ rooms into
studio apartments for those
who need enhanced assisted
living services and memory
care.

According to Kleppe, the
move was made at the time
due to a perceived need for
memory care on the island,
as well as to alleviate previ-
ous staffing issues caused
by the need for qualified
professional nurses to staff
the facility.

At the same time, Trans-
forming Age announced
that VCC would launch a $3
million capital campaign to
pay for the renovation and
other building improve-
ments. That campaign,
Kleppe said in her interview
with The Beachcomber, did
not take place.

Both she and Slichta said,
while expressing deep grati-
tude for the philanthropic
gifts of many islanders for
many years, that VCC’s
sustainability issues had
become too deeply embed-
ded to solve by fundraising.

“The operation itself —
regardless of how much
money we put into it — the
demand is actually decreas-
ing on the island for the types
of services we were provid-
ing)” Slichta said.

Kleppe concurred, point-
ing again to the trends of
seniors aging in place, and
describing how this need
was being met on Vashon
by the successful efforts by
other agencies on the island,
including the Vashon Care
Network and the Senior
Center.

“The Senior Center does
incredible work, and the
new Villages concept they are
working on there is phenom-
enal,’ she said. “They provide
so many services and ways
for people to stay home [to a]
clientele thatwould typically
be moving into a commu-
nity setting in assisted living.
So those factors are the driver
on top of the financial short-
fall we've been experiencing
for a very long time”
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Chevron
station robbed,
employee held
at gunpoint

BY JENNA DENNISON
Jjdennison@
vashonbeachcomber.com

In the early morn-
ing hours of Aug. 21, an
unidentified male entered
the Chevron gas station
on 17803 Vashon Hwy SW
and robbed employee Nik
Stoddard at gunpoint.

Stoddard shared
surveillance footage
from the incident with
The Beachcomber,
which showed the heavily
masked thief entering the
store and pointing a gun
a Stoddard. He described
the thiefas awhite malein
his mid-20s.

Stoddard grabbed
the pellet gun the man
had pointed at him. The
thief made off with the
tray, which contained an
undisclosed amount of
money, within the register
but did not take anything
else from the store. Stod-
dard was not injured, but
described the encounter
asa “verynerve-wracking
experience.”

The King County Sher-
iff was called out to the
scene and Stoddard gave
a statement to police.
Stoddard said that police
did locate the stolen cash
register tray behind the
woods of Island Funeral
Service, and the tray was
taken in as evidence.
Chevron hasyettoreceive
the tray back from the
police.

According to Tim
Meyer, Media Relations
Officer for the King
County Sheriff’s Office,
the case remains open
and active with the King
County Sheriff’s Major
Crimes Unit. At this
time, no one has been
arrested.
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School

From Page 1

School Nurse Pam Kirkpat-
rick and McMurray prin-
cipal Greg Allison for their
work in the testing opera-
tion, and said that “after-
action reviews” by everyone
involved were taking place
and would include sugges-
tions for improvements in
the future.

During the incident, staff
had learned the importance
of requiring seating charts for
students, he said, and VISD
will now implement that
practice district-wide, he said.

“Small things like that will
greatly improve how we're
able to do contact tracing,’
he said.

McSheehy also reported
that VISD is getting closer
to implementing a test-
ing protocol for students
designed to keep students
and staff in school. Rapid
antigen tests are likely to be
used in this new system, he
said.

Curriculum Night at
the school, he said, had
been canceled due to the
pandemic.

He also detailed some
of the latest guidance from
Public Health - Seattle King
County (PHSKC) and itsrole
in helping to contact trace
cases of COVID in schools.
Currently, PHSKC inter-
venes and gives guidance to
districts only in cases where
two or more students in one
classroom are infected, he
said.

To help with the effort
to contact trace Vashon
students, the district will hire
an additional part-time LPN
nurse for the district, as well
as hire another person to fill
arole as “COVID safety and

coordinating contact.” Both
new hires will assist School
Nurse Kirkpatrick in her
work. Pandemic relief funds
received from the federal
government will fund these
positions, he said.

In other news pertaining
to COVID, McSheehy said
that Vashon High School
is now offering two lunch
periods, instead of one.
Long lines during the single
lunch period had prompted
the decision, he said.

McSheehy concluded
his COVID update with the
news that, out of approxi-
mately 300 school staff
members and school
contractors affected by
Gov. Jay Inslee’s vaccination
for K-12 school staff, only
five individuals affiliated
with the district have asked
for a medical or religious
exemption from getting the
vaccine. If those exemp-
tions are accepted, he said,
a process of determining
accommodations for the
employment of those indi-
viduals would follow.

In an email after the
meeting, McSheehy also
said that VISD would now
send a special notifica-
tion to parents of students
if their child’s classroom
experienced a positive case
of COVID-19. That practice
had not been in place, but
was requested by district
parents, he said.

Student Board
Representatives

The school board intro-
duced this year’s student
board representatives,
Vashon High School junior
Ava Stevenson and senior
Gwen Burwell.

Stevenson and Burwell
spoke about their reflec-
tions on coming back to
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The Vashon Island School Board met on Sept. 9, at Chautauqua Elementary School. From left to right: Spring Hecht, Bob Hennessey,

Superintendent Slade McSheehy, Board Chair Zabette Macomber, and Board Vice-Chair Toby Holmes.

school, and their thoughts
about upcoming homecom-
ing celebrations. Both said
that students were eager to
have a dance this year, but
expressed concerns about
safety, given social distanc-
ing requirements.

Strategic Plan

VISD has contracted the
Oakland, California-based
company Performance Fact,
Inc. to assist in the creation
of the new strategic plan, ata
cost of between $75,000 and
$85,000 to the district.

Mutiu Fagbayi, who is the
president and CEO of the
company, and has worked
with Washington school
districts in the past, will be
the lead facilitator for the
strategic plan.

It's been eight years since
VISD created its last strate-
gic plan in 2013. Accord-
ing to McSheehy, strategic
plans generally have a shelf
life “between five to seven
years.”

“It’s really time to revisit
thisidea of a shared purpose
in the district, and to kind of
reground ourselves in the
community’s values and
beliefs,” said McSheehy,
in an interview about the
plan. “What kind of skills
and future do we see for our

BROWN AGENCY

graduates walking across
that stage?”

The strategic plan will
involve input from several
different teams.

In emails to community
members, McSheehy invited
the participation of island-
ers and described the work
of each team.

A core planning team,
numbering between 70 to 80
people, will be made up of
students, teachers, parents,
community members,
and district staff. The team
will take the lead in setting
the direction for the stra-
tegic plan while simulta-
neously incorporating the
feedback of other teams
involved along the way, said
McSheehy.

Fifty percent of the group’s
membership will be made
up of parents and students.
The group will meet five
times between October and
December.

An instructional focus
team will examine profes-
sional practices and educa-
tional strategies within the
district, and be comprised
of VISD teachers, principals
and other administrators.

An alignment team —
focusing on how the plan
aligns with the greater goals
of the community — will
be made up of island stake-
holders who may or may
nothave children within the
district.

As part of the creation of
the strategic plan, the district
will also present a commu-
nity forum and conduct

surveys of island families
and community members.

The entire strategic plan-
ning process will take
place over the course of
five months, from Septem-
ber to January. It will begin
with data collection and
conclude with final board
approval at the second
school board meeting in
January 2022.

Curriculum and
racial equity

Board member Bob
Hennessey presented a
motion to the board regard-
ing VISD’s curriculum.

Hennessey’s motion
directed the board to have
McSheehy invite Dr. Steph-
anie Spencer, VISD Director
of Teaching and Learning,
to come to a board meeting
within the next six weeks
and give a briefing focused
on ways the high school
curriculum addresses the
effects of racism in Ameri-
can history.

The motion led to a long
discussion among the board
members.

Board chair Zabette
Macomber and member
Spring Hecht both expressed
their interest in having a
robust conversation about
broad racial equity work
being done in the district
and discussed different ways
the board could focus on the
issue. These ideas including
hearing from Spencer as
well as recently-hired racial
equity consultants hired by

VISD.

The discussion became
heated at times, as
Hennessey reminded the
board that he had asked to
know more about the history
curriculum at the previous
board meeting and whether
itincluded lessons about the
Tulsa Race Massacre. At that
meeting, he was directed to
meet with Spencer privately
— something he said would
only inform him and not
the greater public. At the
meeting, he said he thought
his narrow request to learn
more about the curriculum
in a regular board meet-
ing was appropriate, as the
school board was charged
with approving VISD’s
curriculum.

Hennessey’s motion
failed, with a vote of 2-2, with
Macomber and Hennessy
as the yes votes, and Toby
Holmes and Spring Hecht
voting no.

In an email to The Beach-
comber after the meeting,
Hennessey said, “I believe
the board, as aboard — and
the community — needs to
understand this stuff and ask
questions if we're going to be
abetter anti-racist organiza-
tion. The district may have a
perfect curriculum; we may
find glaring weaknesses.”

— Reporter Elizabeth
Shepherd contributed to the
reporting of this story.

IN THE CASE OF A NATURAL EVENT...

We need to make sure that everyone on the island is informed
and can be helped if needed.To achieve this task, we need
interpreters and translators that speak other languages
besides English. If you speak Spanish, Japanese, French,
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(206)567.4600 - Leeann@safesecuremoney.com Syrian, Dutch or any other language and have the time and

interest, your help will be greatly appreciated.

Please contact Dr. Lydia Aguilar at 206.383.7644

or by email af laguilarkir@gmail.com.
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I am working with Cascadia Rising 2022 to make sure EVERYONE gets help.
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by John McCoy

At age 3, Joe Bryan knew he was a scientist. He asked questions all the time.
He took apart appliances that his father, a mechanical engineer who became a
dairy farmer, brought home to repair. “ was good at fixing things,” he says. In
grade school, he built crystal radio sets. His father and mother,
a librarian, schooled their four children in learning.

Yet life on their 150-acre dairy farm near Slippery Rock, PA, was
hard. Joe milked two dozen cows and rode a bus an hour each
way to high school. There was little time for extracurriculars. He
delved into math and physics. At a reunion 50 years later, his
classmates remembered him as “the nerd.”

d."
He won a scholarship to the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute |(h , ‘
(RPI) in Troy, NY, where a night job as a hospital orderly led to i
training as a lab tech. He thought, “I'll be a doctor.” He completed his BS in
physics at RPl and won admission to a MD-PhD program at the University of
Pennsylvania. While in medical school he married for the first time, had a
daughter, and became convinced by a class in cell biology that he’d be a better
scientist than physician. “I'm a physical, mathematical,
quantitative guy,” Joe says. Adds Lydia Aguilar, his current
wife, “Joe cares more about molecules than people.”

etalCreature

Architectural Metal Fabrication

Lesson:
Do What

Post graduate work at the Woods Hole, UC Berkeley and the
UW Friday Harbor Laboratories followed. Joe returned to Penn
to teach cell and molecular biology before moving to the
Baylor College of Medicine in Houston in 1978 to work on cell division.

You Love

In 1979 he met Lydia, developing a lasting friendship that led to marriage in
1985 and a daughter in 1988. It proved a perfect professional match; Lydia was
a medical doctor with a PhD in genetic epidemiology. At Baylor, the two
immersed themselves in diabetes research identifying molecules important for
control of insulin secretion. In 2007, they moved to the Pacific Northwest
Diabetes Research Institute in Seattle. By the time they retired on Vashon in
2018, they had done more than 60 years of genetic research

oAON

on diabetes. Why? “Because we loved it,” Joe says.
Tor\
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From Page 1

Bistro building to McFad-
den’s and Chumas’
company, “Pop Pop Invest-
ments LLC,” for $630,000,
was recorded on July 1.
Shortly after the sale, the
couple announced plans to
transform the space into a
family-friendly hangout
taproom and teriyaki spot
called Pop Pop Bottle Shop.
Their restaurant will also
feature a wide selection of
non-alcoholic drinks.
Aspart of their announce-
ment, Chumas and McFad-
den said that Pop Pop Bottle
Shop will occupy only the
southern half of the build-
ing, where Red Bicycle

Bistro’s eatery and music
stage was located. The
northern half of the build-
ing, which housed the Red
Bicycle’s bar, would be
subleased to another busi-
ness — one that they said
they were not yet ready to
name — that had a similar
“community, hangout vibe”
as their establishment.

But now that the deal is
sealed, Chumas said that
all along, he and McFad-
den were in negotiations
with Weigland, who is a
close friend. Like Chumas
and McFadden, Weigand
and her husband are also
the parents of young chil-
dren, ages 9, 7 and 4.

“We're excited about the
partnership,” Chumas said,
in a phone interview. “It’s
going to round out the offer-
ings we have in the space

and help create more of that
family vibe”

Weigand, too, said she was
excited to work with Chumas
and McFadden, saying
that there would be access
for patrons to move easily
between Pop Pop Bottle
Shop and the Creamery,
enjoying the best of what the
sister businesses had to offer.

According to her bio,
posted online, Weigand is
a classically trained pastry
chef who got her start
working at Grand Central
Bakery in Seattle. After
moving to Washington,
DC, where she continued
her pastry education at
L'Academie de Cuisine, she
and her husband, Stephen
Weigand, found their
opportunity to return to the
Northwest when Samantha
purchased an iconic island

Vashon-Maury Island Beachcomber

business, Bob’s Bakery, in
2014, renaming it Vashon
Island Baking Company.

In 2015, Weigand opened
Glass Bottle Creamery in its
present location.

In the meantime,
Chumas said he and
McFadden were still hard
at work both inside and
outside of their newly
purchased space, making
much-needed renovations
to the interior and exterior
of the building, including
extensive roof repairs.

Soon, he said, island-
ers would see visible signs
of their progress: a freshly
repainted exterior, in
shades of white and very
dark blue, to complement
the building’s green roof.
These colors would give the
building a Cascadia theme,
he said.
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Glass Bottle Creamery, a small island store that sells ice
creams, milk, eggs and other items, is planning to move
across the street in Vashon's main town core, and occupy
a more expansive space next door to a new taproom and
teriyaki spot called Pop Pop Bottle Shop.

Chief

From Page 1

has said he rarely responds
to fire and aid calls, calling
it an insignificant portion
of his job. Last week, he
told The Beachcomber that
he had responded to eight
aid calls in the past 90 days,
including one call in mid-
July, when he helped carry
a patient up a long series of
steps to a waiting aid car.

Krimmert has stated that
he does not have a medical
or religious reason for not
being vaccinated, butrather,
that he “takes exception to
the governor making medi-
cal decisions for me.”

Andy Johnson, chair of
the commissioners, said in
aphone call on Sept. 13, that
he did not know if the chief
had changed his mind and
decided to become vacci-
nated before the mandate’s
deadline.

“I haven'’t heard of any
movement on his part,’
Johnson said. “I'd like to

Vashon
Mini Storage
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know what his choice is
going to be as well”

Krimmert could not
be reached for comment
as to whether or not he is
currently planning to be
vaccinated.

Four other staff members
in the district have said that
they will file for medical or
religious exemptions to the
mandate. One of these, a
career firefighter, is still, like
Krimmert, responding to
calls, because the mandate
has not yet taken effect.

The next regular meeting
of the commissioners will
take place on Sept. 29.

To meet the mandate’s
deadline, Krimmert would
have had to begin the two-
shot vaccination regimen
for the Moderna vaccine on
Sept. 6, or received the first
shot of the Pfizer vaccine by
Sept. 13. A third option, to
receive the one-shot John-
son and Johnson vaccine by
Oct. 4, still exists, though the
availability of that vaccine
has become limited in
recent months.

Ben Davidson,

VMI

YASHON-MAURY ISLAND
PROPERTY MAMAGEMENT

the

Jan Neutz, Property Manager
|neutzEymIpropertymanagement.cam

(206) 463-4864

president of Vashon’s fire-
fighter local 4189, said the
union is currently exploring
options, if any, that will exist
in terms of future duties for
firefighters who are granted
exemptions to the mandate.
But he said it does not
appear, at the present time,
that they will be able to
continue going on aid calls.

Davidson also said he had
seen a noticeable shift in the
public’s perception of the
district since islanders have
learned about Krimmert’s
vaccination stance.

“People are concerned
when we arrive and they ask
if we are vaccinated or not,’
he said. “I've been noticing
a change in the way people
look at us — it’s like, 'do I
trust you or not?”

Davidson said he wanted
islanders to understand that
local first responders under-
stood those fears.

“When you are some-
one who is compromised
medically, you don’t have
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Heating & Cooling
...an energy management team
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SEEKING: FULL TIME STAFF MEMBER

Windermere Real Estate Vashon is looking for a full-time

TRANSACTION COORDINATOR.

Bookkeeping and office administration experience preferred but not
required. Training will be provided.
This is an excellent opportunity for a team player who thrives in a culture fueled by
talented individuals dedicated to the highest level of business standards.

The Transaction Coordinator is a key member of the Windermere Vashon office
staff, providing a variety of tasks to assist Brokers with transaction processing.
Throughout the role, you must be able to complete projects, prioritize workload,
arrange numerous details, and maintain the highest level of confidentiality.

Email dkatz@windermere.com to inquire
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another choice other than
calling us, and if we are
going to show up and that’s
ascary scenario foryou, that
is something we're really
concerned about,” he said.
Overall, local reaction on
Vashon to the chief’s stance
has been overwhelmingly
critical. Johnson, chair of
the commissioners for the
fire district, told The Beach-
comber that letters received
by the district which were
critical of the chief, in
comparison to support-
ive letters, mirrored similar
percentages to the town’s
vaccination rate, which is
one of the highest of any
community in King County.
On Vashon, 84.5% of the
population aged 12 and
older are now fully vacci-
nated against COVID-19.
Notably, Krimmert
has served as incident
commander of Vashon'’s
strong pandemic response,
made up of volunteer
corps including its Medi-
cal Reserve Corps, which

helped coordinate the
island’s strong vaccination
campaign. Messaging of the
MRC and other volunteer
corps has repeatedly stated
that vaccinations are safe
and effective, and the deci-
sion to become vaccinated is
one that protects the entire
community.

At a recent public meet-
ing, Krimmert defended
his administration, saying
that he was a strong leader
and that his “standing up
and being heard” about
his objections to Inslee’s
mandate was an example of
that leadership.

A document, obtained
by The Beachcomber in
a public records request,
shows that Krimmert has
sought out at least one
opportunity to join with
other like-minded leaders
opposing the mandate.

He did so in an Aug. 23
letter to Gov. Jay Inslee, as
the only fire chief in King
County to sign onto a letter
from 11 firefighter unions

throughout Kitsap, King
and Pierce counties — a
group that did not include
Vashon’s own firefighter’s
union.

The letter acknowledged
that vaccination is an impor-
tant tool in the fight against
COVID-19, but in several
passages, it also defined
vaccination as a personal
“health matter” and indi-
vidual “medical decision,”
urging the governor to create
options including manda-
tory masking, weekly test-
ing and social distance
requirements for those who
did not choose to become
vaccinated.

In a related document
— an email to Allyson
Hinzman, president of
Tacoma Firefighter’s Local
31, Krimmert thanked
Hinzman for signing the
letter, but also indirectly
seemed to refer to public
reaction on Vashon to his
stance.

“I am ‘under siege’ here,’
he told her.
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Daystar is like a second home to me.
I love my residents and the staff is great!
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Who will make a
difference in your day?

When you love what you do, it shows. Each and every member of
- our team looks forward to making a difference in your day, every
day. At Daystar, we go the extra step, make the extra effort that
transforms our senior lifestyle community into a home. Come
experience the difference that a caring, committed staff makes.
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EDITORIAL
The closure of VCCis tied
to deep, systemic issues

he news that Vashon Community Care (VCC)

will cease operations at the end of the year is

heartbreaking and confusing to so many on
the island, but most especially to the 36 souls who
currently reside in the assisted living facility, as well
as their families and loved ones.

A difficult journey is ahead for them all.

But it also stings many others of us who thought of
VCC as something that would be there forever, if and
when we needed it.

For many years, VCC has been one of the island’s
most treasured institutions. If you've lived on
Vashon for any length of time, you've known elders
who resided there, as well as islanders who have
given time, talents and treasures to support the care
center’s mission.

Throughout the pandemic, and as it now contin-
ues, we have all held our breath as we saw, across the
country, nursing home and assisted living facilities
become sites of COVID outbreaks. Ours has not.

So now, itis very hard to hear what VCC'’s current
director, Wendy Kleppe, and an executive vice-pres-
ident of the nonprofit healthcare organization that
now owns VCC, Jeff Shichta, told The Beachcomber
and the community this week: that VCC’s opera-
tions have become unsustainable due to two intrac-
table problems: lack of demand for its services and
a persistent and unsolvable shortage of workers that
crippled operations and drove up expenses even
higher as agency workers from the mainland were
called upon to replace local ones.

Vashon'’s housing crisis is real — the island has
become completely unaffordable for many, so much
so that the Interfaith Council to Prevent Homeless-
ness (IFCH) has just announced a new project: a
lottery that will provide $500 dollars a month to 10
households, with more families in line to receive
similar assistance if enough money is raised.

While this new program is admirable and needed
on Vashon, is this what it has come to— a lottery to
keep working people and seniors on fixed incomes
from being tossed out of their homes?

We are deeply indebted to the islanders who are
involved in organizations including Vashon House-
hold, IFCH and St. John Vianney’s Society of St.
Vincent DePaul chapter; we applaud their efforts
to keep islanders in their homes and create more
affordable housing on Vashon. We acknowledge that
this work is complex, difficult and never-ending.

We need more solutions, new ideas, and we need
them now. Who will work in our shops, serve food in
our restaurants, care for our children and perform
so many other necessary jobs here, if people cannot
afford to live here? Where will seniors, many of
whom have lived on Vashon for decades, be able to
find safe and reasonably priced places to live?

So while we mourn the loss of VCC, we are still very
encouraged to hear that VCC and Transforming Age
have promised to work with island organizations and
community partners to find a use for the incredible
facility that faith, love and island dollars built as VCC.

The building itself is so lovely, filled with 56 bright,
small apartments, a commercial kitchen, light-filled
common spaces and outdoor gardens. It now must
be repurposed to continue to serve the community,
and what better purpose could be found for it than as
affordable housing for islanders of all generations?

As Verna Everitt points out in her commentary on
this page, the ground where VCC stands is sacred —
for more than 100 years, it has been the site of a resi-
dence for vulnerable islanders — a category which
now unfortunately includes many ordinary working
people on Vashon.

We all must hold VCC and Transforming Age to
their promise to keep the building and grounds of
VCC as a place of care for those who need it in our
community.
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VCC's sacred site remains, purposed to serve those in need

and disappointed to

hear the news that the
island’s only senior care
facility was closing.

For nearly one hundred
years the land on which
Vashon Community Care
sits has served, in one form
or another, as a home for
Vashon’s aging population
in need of care.

In 1928, Goodwill Indus-
tries purchased the property known
as the Ellsworth Ranch and estab-
lished a working farm and board-
ing house for homeless men. As the
men aged, they became more frail
and unable to care for themselves.
In stepped the ranch’s new owner,
Nell Herbert. From 1944 until 1957,
the farm was known as Herbert’s
Boarding House. Nell took the men
into the “big house,” made a home
for them and made them a promise
she would tend to their needs until
the day they died.

As the years went on, and Nell
eventually passed, the big house
still remained a home for island
seniors. Jim and Judy Alexander
carried on Nell’s good work, and in
1966, the old Ellis Ranch became
known as Island Manor. Inevitably,
as time moved forward, the house
truly wore itself out and the state
deemed it unfit to remain a proper
care facility.

That’s when a group of island
leaders stepped in with a vision and
a dream, to continue using the land
to care for Vashon'’s elderly popu-
lation. Attorneys Ted Clabaugh

Iwas deeply saddened

VERNA
EVERITT

and Ted Kutscher, together
with the Aspiris, the Beard-
sleys, and so many others,
got to work imagining how
they could build a modern
facility. These folks were

the original guarantors who
saved the day, and three days
before Christmas — with

the threat of those residents
being kicked out — the last
guarantor stepped in with
the funds needed to build a
better home. This became known
across the island as “The Christmas
Miracle.”

With a reprieve from the state,
Island Manor was still able to oper-
ate while the new building was
being built, and in 1995, Vashon
Community Care opened its doors
with 30 skilled nursing beds and a
remarkable home for 39 assisted
living residents.

For many years, Providence
Hospital administered VCC and
from the get-go, budget short-
falls were a reality. As Nell made
a promise to those destitute men,
Providence also allowed residents
who ran out of funds and had only
Medicare to rely on to stay on at
VCC. Money was raised to make up
the difference but it was never quite
enough.

In 2015, VCC formed the Vashon
Community Care Foundation to
exclusively focus on fundraising
for that shortfall. I was privileged
to serve as the foundation’s execu-
tive director from 2015 to 2018. In
my last year at the foundation, we
raised more than $600,000, and yet,

that was still not enough to cover
the gap. At the end of 2017, VCC
was acquired by Transforming Age.
With its best foot forward, Trans-
forming Age invested in much-
needed capital projects, reimagined
the business model — and still the
model was unsustainable.

So here we are today sitting with
this terrible news. VCC is clos-
ing yet the land remains, if you
will, sacred - purposed to carry on
the mission that began nearly one
hundred years ago.

I know there are many on Vashon
who have worked tirelessly for
affordable housing. It's now time to
bring them together with the guar-
antors of tomorrow to reimagine a
sustainable model. Perhaps a model
that includes intergenerational
housing where both young employ-
ees of Vashon’s many businesses
as well as seniors who desper-
ately need reduced rent, could live
together under one big roof.

Can VCC be used for such mixed
housing? Of course, it can. I also
believe with all the home care
options on the island, some of
the current VCC residents may be
able to stay. I might be dreaming
or I might be looking for another
Christmas miracle.

Verna Everitt, a third-generation
islander, now lives on Whidbey
Island, where she is the executive
director of Whidbey Island Center
for the Arts. She served as the execu-
tive director of the Vashon Commu-
nity Care Foundation from 2015 to
2018.
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Since Chief Krimmert’s refusal to get vaccinated, I real-
ized there are many things as a physician I don’t feel like
being told to do anymore. I expect many will defend me,
because, like the Chief, I have done a lot for this commu-
nity, including donating thousands of hours of patient
care over 20+ years. So in light of my contributions, I
want a pass on things I don’t want to do because I don’t
feel like it. For example, I am tired of sterilizing all of the
instruments in the office. And wearing gloves. Cleaning
surfaces all the time. Making sure my staff is current on
their licensing. Using clean needles. Just because those
things are proven to keep patients safe,  don’t need some
bureaucrat in Olympia telling me what to do.

Iam, of course, joking. I follow ALL of the rules and
regulations regarding our patient’s health because
I understand that our actions affect others. We are
morally and legally obligated to protect our patients at
all times. Still, it is liberating to know that even though
I am not paid by tax dollars like the chief, I too can
refuse to care about anyone but myself. I'll just call it
leadership.

Dr. Kelly Wright

Commissioners have one choice

Should we not agree that any job that is about caring
for and protecting the welfare of others ought to include
a COVID vaccination requirement? Public servants, in
other words: police, firemen and teachers, anyone in a
medical field as well.  wonder if the fire chief’s contract
stipulates that he is hired to serve and protect the
community? If yes, then the board has one choice only.
If no, why not?

Rondi Lightmark

As a supporter of the school district’s efforts to teach
effectively about race, I am trying to understand why
some community members are opposed.

1. White parents are afraid their children are taught
that being white makes them racist or “an oppressor.”
How do we simultaneously teach that individuals are
not responsible for the actions of our ancestors while
teaching that it is our responsibility to undo the results
of those actions? If kids of color need to feel empow-
ered by the resilience of their ancestors, don’t white
kids also need that same feeling, while acknowledg-
ing that those ancestors were complicit in some very
bad things? Reconciling these things can be done,
but it’s complicated, and we should acknowledge that
complexity.

2. Many people believe that focusing our attention
on race itself falls under the definition of racism. Those
who hold this point of view genuinely believe that kids
of color are being harmed by the narrative that they
are oppressed by society. This is an example of wanting
the same goal with opposite approaches for achieving
that goal, and looking at completely different metrics to
assess the success of those approaches. If we self-assess,
“how often am I thinking about race?,” in one camp an
increase in thinking about race indicates success, while
in the other it indicates failure.

We may never all agree on the right approach, but
engaging our children in tackling racism in the present
is preferable to telling them that it is all in the past. The
arguments over “critical race theory” (jargon used to
fire up opposition, not by educators) are distracting us
from a common goal: raising a generation of children
who are equipped to reduce the amount of racism in
the world.

Stephanie Gogarten

Keeping the character of home

at distinguishes one
community or neigh-
borhood from another?

Maybe a name - for example
“Little Italy” or the “International
District” Or maybe a street, “the
Champs-Elysee” or “Canal Street.”
The name immediately evokes an
area, a boulevard, a city, or the
experience one has had there.

Preserving the identity of a place
is not easy. Drive through the
Fremont neighborhood in Seat-
tle today, and it’s hard to find the
Troll or the statue of Lenin among
the banks and high-tech company
buildings lining the canal. Where
did the funky neighborhood with
the Greek restaurant and hippie
shops go?

Change is inevitable, whether

to this day.

preserved!

many other places on the
island that capture who we
once were, but still treasure

Many years ago, when
I'was a child, my mother
worked with other island-
ers and the county to
retain existing historical
street names on Vashon.
This was when our rural
route addresses were being
replaced with King County
street grid addresses. Mother did
not want to turn our street into a
SW number instead of Cowan Rd.
She wanted to preserve what was
distinctive about the community
of Vashon Island - our history.

And what names were

young woman from Burton,
proposed naming the dock
after the Oklahoma city that
is the capital of the Chero-
kee Nation. She thought

the Cherokee word meant
“water view.” It doesn’t,

but the view is still beauti-
ful from Tahlequah, all the
same.

Now, Mukai Way will
honor the Japanese immi-
grant Mukai family, who
operated an enormously success-
ful strawberry farm and barreling
plant in the 1910s to 1950s. It is the
first honorary street designation
on Vashon to recognize the many
Japanese American fruit and vege-
table farm families who settled
here in the early 1900s, only to

KAY
LONGHI

or not it is progress. But the char-
acter of a place can be preserved
by making a conscious effort to
do so. The Friends of Mukai have
done this by working with the
King County Council to establish
“Mukai Way” to honor the Mukai
family. It recognizes the histori-
cally significant Mukai Farm &
Garden on 107th Ave SW. It joins

Lisabeula Rd. was named by a
Vashon postmaster named Brink,
for his two daughters, Eliza and
Beulah. Reddings Beach Rd. is
named for the Reddings family,
who settled there in 1884. And
who knew that the name Tahle-
quah was chosen in a 1920 naming
contest for the new South End ferry
dock? The winner of the contest, a

be exiled and imprisoned during
World War II.

They deserve recognition for
their cultural and economic
contribution to the place called
Vashon Island.

Kay Longhi is a member of the
Friends of Mukai board of directors
and was raised on the island.



Editor’s note: Green
Briefs are a regular series of
commentaries by eco-lead-
ers on Vashon, presented in
The Beachcomber in part-
nership with The Whole
Vashon Project.

ow to care about
something you
can’t even see?

How about sparking the
imagination with a good
story?

About 33 years ago, on
Mother’s Day, Vashon
resident Karlista Rick-
erson was invited by two
of her sons to join them
and wade into the waters
of Puget Sound down at
Sandy Shores on Maury.
They had already zipped
her into a big, rubber
diving suit, added a mask
and a regulator and so,
away they all went, down
under. Thus began a life-
long passion. It was a
night dive that really got
her hooked, when she
watched one son roll back-
ward off a railing, entering
black water that lit up his
outline with diamonds.

Rickerson’s fascination
with microscopic organ-
isms really took off when
she was underwater and
saw a big ball of “some-
thing” amorphous coming

her way. That actu-
ally happened
often, with visibility
pretty much wiped
out if she didn’t
swim sideways
first. “It was a big

photosynthesizing
with the energy of
the sun and making
more oxygen than
all of our tropi-

cal rain forests
combined.

bolus of plankton,” . One of the organ-
she explains. “They = isms is called
come in waves.” RONDI Prochlorococ-

It wasn’t long LIGHTMARK cus—500 can fit on
before she was the head of a pin.
collecting water The planet’s small-
samples and putting est photosynthesizing

them under a micro-
scope, camera attached. A
wonderful world mani-
fested as she kept identi-
fying a wealth of different
organisms, with tongue-
twisting names such

as Coscinodiscus and
Akashiwo sanguinea.

She came to know, over
the years, a whole differ-
ent reality that is also
part of Vashon — vital,
in fact, to human health
and well-being — but
mostly unknown and
underappreciated.

Visualize the waters
around Vashon teeming
with microscopic plants —
an incredibly vast field, in
fact. The plants are called
phytoplankton. Extend
your imagination to
oceans around the world:
fields vibrant with life,

machine — estimates are
that it alone generates 5%
of the oxygen we breathe.
Production of oxygen esti-
mates from all plankton is
around 50-70%. No plank-
ton, no us.

What grazes on these
microscopic plants?
Microscopic “animals”—
and some not so tiny as
well, such as fish eggs,
jellyfish, crustaceans and
mollusks. These are the
zooplankton, and on up
the food chain, larger
organisms progressively
feeding and thriving to
breed and reproduce.

And thus: no plankton,
no whales.

When I asked Rickerson
how things look in Vashon's
underwater neighborhood
these days, her answer
was, “not good.” On the

Vashon-Maury Island Beachcomber

west side of Vashon, the
big kelp beds have disap-
peared. Backin 2008, a
water sample under the
microscope was over-
crowded with organisms
with tremendous variation.
Today: one species.

“What happened to
everything else?” she
wondered.

“What upsets me,” said
Rickerson, “is that every-
one is agitating about
saving the salmon and the
orca. But if you don’t focus
on the very basis of the
entire aquatic food chain,
you're not going to get
anywhere!”

According to the Wash-
ington State Puget Sound
information website
(vitalsigns.pugetsound-
info.wa.gov), waters in the
sound have been continu-
ally deteriorating over the
past 20 years. They are
warmer, more acidic and
polluted; there is a decline
in phytoplankton and
thus, a decline in numbers
of fish. Discharges from
wastewater treatment
plants and industries, plus
erosion and stormwater
runoff are major factors.
Two modern Catch-22s
are also major threats:
pharmaceuticals and

personal care products
dissolved in sewage and
fire retardant in runoff
from forest fires.

There is the naive
mindset, “Flush and it’s
gone!” It is not, because
we are talking about living
systems. Bottom line:
many substances used by
humans impact the life of
our waters, even down to
the microscopic level.

But what can our small
community do? We can
collect the right data and
take the results seriously,
for starters.

Tag Gornall, a retired
marine mammal veteri-
narian, has the dream to
make Vashon an epicen-
ter of plankton aware-
ness. The more we are able
to “see” and understand
what we need to treasure,
the greater chance there
will be positive action to
stringently monitor and
mitigate harm in every-
thing that enters our local
waters.

With a stretch of imagi-
nation, education, inspira-
tion, and science, we can
create a different end to
this story.

Be sure not to miss
Rickerson’s huge, color-
ful, plankton photographs
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COURTESY PHOTO
Long-time island diver,
Karlista Rickerson, explores
the waters beneath Tramp
Harbor.

at Puget Sound Coopera-
tive Credit Union (PSCCU)
in September and Octo-
ber, plus a painting of

the aquatic web of life

by Mexican artist Hodari
Nundu, mounted on a
“plankton fabric” designed
by Gornall.

Coming in October to
Vashon Center for the
Arts: extraordinary, three-
dimensional sculptures of
plankton, created by Port
Townshend artist Rebecca
Welti.

Rondi Lightmark is
the founder of The Whole
Vashon Project. Visit bit.
ly/3hqd5Bi to see a Whole
Vashon Project YouTube
video about plankton.

A gift for the

oday, a child was
I born, tiny hands
curling and unfurl-

ing with the startled shock
of cool air on wet skin,
oxygen flooding into
newly-opened lungs as
she cries upon entering
this strange new world.

This child will likely
live to see 2100. The date
hangs, inconceivable,
futuristic, but now within
the span of a single life-
time. The child will be
older by then, close to
80. She will have lived
through every dire climate
prediction modeled by
modernity’s soothsay-
ers, the scientists. She will
have seen the full weight
of our failures in the times
she was too young to
remember, these next few
years when an immediate
transition away from fossil
fuels is an imperative for
the survival of humanity.

I hope she remem-
bers the story about to
unfold, a story that began

decades ago and is rapidly
approaching the climax of
its epic, the story in which
billions of human beings
rise up for their shared love
of this Earth. Like thwart-
ing monsters of old, we will
wrestle fossil fuels back into
the ground, dethrone the
titans of industry, and stop
the headlong plunge into
the hell realms of the Sixth
Mass Extinction. These
times are the star-stuff of
legends, if we survive long
enough.

If we don’t turn this
story around, the tiny
newborn arriving today
will grow up in the great-
est tragedy ever to hit our
species, the catastrophic
collapse of all we know
and love. As an 80-year-
old grandmother, she will
see the dawn of a new,
bleak century, awash in
the wreckage of nuclear
waste, plastic pollution,
ruined cities, dust bowls
of barren farmlands.

Hers will not be the Silent

uture,

Spring of which Rachel
Carson warned. It will be
the Silent Century.

She will be tough, this
old woman in 2100. She
will have survived decades
of horrors: heat waves
roasting the corn on the
stalk and melting the
onions in the fields, super-
storms that slam the coast-
lines and flatten cities,
torrential flooding that
sweeps whole towns away,
vanishing ice caps, rising
seas that swallow Flor-
ida in a gulp, early frosts
thatlead to crop failures
and empty grocery store
shelves, desperate wars
fought for water amidst
unrelenting droughts.

It reads like a Biblical
curse. We are the ones
hurling it in her fragile,
newborn face. We are the
wicked fairy godmothers
hovering over her cradle,
poised to ruin her life. But
we don’t have to be.

In these next few years,
as she learns to crawl,

speak, count, walk,
we still have time
to change the
story of her life.

As an 80-year-old
in 2100, she may

career in restoring
ecosystems along-
side so many of her
generation. She will
have seen upheav-
als, yes, and the

be abletotella | lingering instabil-
vastly different tale 7;/ ity of our damage
than the apoca- — to the Earth, but
lyptic tragedy that RIVERA shewillbe able to
awaits. But, before SUN speak with hope
she even learns to and pride.

read, we must take The newborn in

immediate action. We
must declare a climate
emergency, demand a
swift transition away from
fossil fuels, defund pollut-
ing industries, invent in
and deploy clean renew-
able energies, overhaul
destructive agricultural
practices, and more.

If we do all this with
vision and conviction, as
a grandmother in the new
century, she will speak of
our courage and sacrifice.
She will tell her grand-
children how everything
changed as she grew
up. She will speak of her

her parents’ arms today
will live to see the birds
return in vast flocks.

She will see the whales
rebound in great prolifer-
ating pods that sing across
the slowly cooling seas.
The aerial photo maps of
her world will change color
as she supports global
reforestation projects to
reverse desertification. She
will taste the harvest from
her local farms and know
the journey her water took
to reach her. She will have
a hope that seems impos-
sible to us today. She will
have hope because of us.

or a child born today

And that is what we can
do with our lives, right
here and right now, to
bless this child and all the
others entering the world
today, tomorrow, and
the next day. We can take
action for climate justice
and give the young ones
a gift unparalleled by any
fairy godmother.

We can lift the curse that
sits upon them. We can
give them cause for hope,
instead.

Joy for this child or
misery for this child. To
choose joy is to commit to
action.

Rivera Sun, syndicated
by PeaceVoice, has written
numerous books, includ-
ing The Dandelion Insur-
rection. She is the editor
of Nonviolence News and
a nationwide trainer in
strategy for nonviolent
campaigns. Find out more
about PeaceVoice, based
in Portland, Oregon, at
peacevoice.info.

COMPASS

Serving your real estate needs on Vashon & Greater Puget Sound

Connie Sorensen 206.819.7669 conniesorensen@compass.com 12310 SW 151st St -+ VASHON

Another pending sale! The
Fall market is in full swing!
Look out for my upcom-
ing home on acreage with a
barn! It’s a great time to list
and buy! I'd love to help you!!

* 3.5 acres

* 4-Stall Barn

* Fenced Pastures

* Shops & Guest Cottage MLS# 1821747 | $ 825,000

Mike and Sarah Schosboek 206.595.6764 4412 SW Luana Beach Rd *« VASHON

mike.schosboek@compass.com
Rarely available wonderful

Maury
property. 2 bedroom, 1 bath
no bank waterfront home

(built 1916) on 1/3+ acre
level lot with 96 feet of wa-

Island  waterfront

terfront. Park like grounds
and featuring a huge view
deck and a large separate 2
car garage.

MLS# 1800209 | $886,000
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Vashon High School’s girls’ soccer team warmed up for their first home game on Sept. 13, coming off of back-to-back wins in their first two away games.

Two wins come back to back in season openers for girls” soccer

LICENSED BATH
REMODEL
CONTRACTORS
WANTED

vEarn *3K+ weekly
v/'Sign-on bonus up to *5K

APPLY TODAY 800-215-5680

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
888-674-7053

F R E E 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!
Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

BY JENNI WILKE
For The Beachcomber

The Vashon High School
Girls’ soccer team opened
their season with a friendly
away game, playing the
Eatonville Cruisers on
Monday, Sept. 6.

Coming off of a second-
place finish in the league,
and only losing two seniors,
there has been a lot of opti-
mism about this season.

And it turns out, that
optimism is warranted.
Just three minutes into the
game, sophomore Olivia
Boyes scored from the top
of the box as an attacking
midfielder. Vashon contin-
ued to dominate the game,
both in possession and
shots on goal. After senior
outside mid and co-captain
Phoebe Wilke won a
corner kick, her fellow
captain, sophomore Linnea
Heuschert, expertly sent it
in, bending into the goal.

A few minutes after
that, Boyes saw another
opportunity for along shot,
shooting the ball sailing
over the goalie’s head. Not
to be outdone, Heuschert
sent in her own long shot,
only to have it bounce
off the crossbar. She had
to settle for scoring off of
another set-piece, this time
a free-kick, in the thirty-
third minute. Heading into
the half with a 4-0lead,
Vashon'’s defensive line
had not seen much action
from Eatonville, mostly
only touching the ball
when their own teammates
passed back to set up plays.

The team continued to
maintain heavy posses-
sion of the ball and was
relentless in taking shots
on the goal. After a few
unsuccessful attempts,

o\, [VASHON
A HERITAGE
MUSEUM

brought from the mainland.

NEXT IN AN ON-GOING SERIES ABOUT ISLAND HISTORY
MUSEUM HOURS:
WEDNESDAY — SUNDAY 1-4PM
206 463 7808
VASHONHERITAGE.ORG
10105 sw BANK ROAD
VASHON WA 98070

It’s Your History September 16, 2021

Vashon’s Moonshine Still
By Bruce Haulman and Mike Sudduth

Vashon was a center for prohibitionists from the days of the early non-Native
settlers. The Volstad Act, which made producing alcohol illegal, was well received
on Vashon, but not by everyone. The April 30, 1931 Vashon Island News-Record
included the following about the discovery of a large still on Cove Road.

After several weeks of determined sleuthing by Deputy Sheriff Shattuck, a monster
still, with elaborate paraphernalia for manufacturing moonshine, was unearthed
... about 1 1-2 miles west of the pavement on the Cove road. There were three
large stills, equipped with the latest and best type of gas burners; they were
stripped of all copper which was sent into the county office. Evidence that they
had no inkling that the place had been discovered, the owners of the property left
behind 118 gallons of raw moonshine, which when diluted meant four times that
amount for “the trade,” also two gallons of first class grain alcohol. There were two
1500-gallon and one 500-gallon vats filled, and a fourth of 250 gallon capacity
that had apparently been emptied several days before. On Tuesday, Mr. Shattuck
superintended the destruction of about two thousand dollars worth of equipment
consisting of barrels, vats, huge jugs, crocks, etc., as well as a considerable amount
of grain. Apparently engaged in moving furniture on and off the Island, the truck
the operators had used had been almost filled first with moonshine packed in
large cartons, then the balance of the space had been filled with furniture which
furnished an excellent camouflage. In like manner the grain and sugar had been

You can purchase Bruce Haulman’s A Brief History of Vashon Island
at the Heritage Museum and at the Vashon Bookshop.

This Feature Proudly Sponsored by: Tyler - Vashon Pharmacy
Norm - Vashon Thriftway ¢ Earl - Island Home Center and Lumber

junior attacking midfielder,
Hanifa Khidr, cut into the
box and took a strong shot
only to have it blocked by
the goalie. Khidr immedi-
ately followed, sending it
back into the net, increas-
ing Vashon'’s lead to 5-0.

Not ten minutes later,
sophomore attacking mid,
Mallory Keenan, sent a ball
through to freshman center
forward, Besa Hruska, who
scored from justinside the
box. This seemed to light
afire under Eatonville’s
offensive line, who finally
managed to bring a ball
down the field to take their
first shot on goal. Unfor-
tunately for them, sopho-
more goalie Ivy Staczek
was there to make the save.
With Eatonville’s defensive
line suddenly higher up on
the field, Hruska was able
to dribble pastthem on a
breakaway, claiming her
own second goal of the night.

Despite holding a 7-0
lead, Vashon continued to
play at a high level, looking
for passes and setting up
plays. One standout exam-
ple of this was the give-and-
go play executed by junior
Vera Moses and senior
Phoebe Wilke. Trading
passes with Moses between
Eatonville’s midfield and
defenders, Wilke found
herselfin the box and able
to send in a low shot past
the goalie to the outside
corner.

Eatonville rallied again,
desperate to get on the
board, trying to score off of
a free-kick with just three
minutes left. Luck was not
on their side and the ball
bounced off the crossbar.
Shortly after that, Eatonville
managed to get around the
Vashon defenders for the
first time off of a throw-in.

PLEASE
HELP

ME FIND

(NO CELL PHONE)

DONNA

Staczek boldly met their
forward at the top of the
box, sliding in to make a
dramatic save.

In the final minute of the
game, Vashon found the
back of the net again with
senior Cait Jeffcoat, neatly
passing the ball to senior,
Nikki Becker, making the
final score 9-0.

Just three days later,
Vashon faced last season’s
Nisqually League Cham-
pions, Bellevue Christian,
on Thursday, Sept. 9. On
the way to the field, play-
ers were feeling nervous
and excited on the bus.
Knowing Bellevue’s lead
scorer had graduated,
Vashon felt they had a
chance to log their first
conference win.

Vashon won the kick-off
and maintained posses-
sion from the start, firing
off a few shots in the first
twenty minutes. At about
30 minutes, freshman
Besa Hruska subbed in as
center forward. Shortly
after, center defender,
freshman Meah MclIner-
ney sent a through ball
to Besa, who successfully
scored from just inside
the left corner of the box.
Despite a strategic header
off a corner kick, Bellevue
was unable to equalize
before the half, with Stac-
zek leaping backward just
in time to make the save.
During half-time, play-
ers decided to focus on
keeping up the intensity
on offense and preparing
for Bellevue to come out
strong in the second half.

But both teams were
unable to create any
chances until attacking
midfielder and sophomore,
Olivia Boyes, scored from
the top of the box off ofa

JENNI WILKE PHOTO

cross from junior Hanifa
Khidr.

Vashon did not enjoy
their comfortable 2-0 lead
for long. Bellevue finally
found an opportunity to
score. Taking a free-kick
perfectly placed between
the box and midfield, the
ball sailed in just below the
crossbar and was too high
for sophomore goalie, Zoe
Nowicki, to reach.

With the score at 2-1
both teams continued to
battle for the win. Bellev-
ue’s offense was continu-
ally frustrated by Vashon’s
defensive line: sophomore
Alana Bass; junior Leah
Gross; freshman Meah
McInverney and Wilke
called back to play sweeper.
In stoppage time, sopho-
more attacking midfielder,
Mallory Keenan, managed
to guarantee the win,
cutting in and dribbling the
ball into the box, slicing the
ball into the goal from the
six-yard line.

The team celebrated
their 3-1 win on the bus,
FaceTiming last year’s
co-captain and goalie,
Tamsen Henry.

From her position as
sweeper, co-captainWilke
observed, “Watching from
the backline, you can tell
that this team really wants
the league title this year
and to do well in the play-
offs. Even though we are
ayoung team, no one is
backing away from the
physicality needed to play
against older girls”

Vashon hosts two home
games on Monday, Sept.
20, vs. Annie Wright and
Wednesday, Sept. 22,
vs. East Jefferson (Port
Townsend and Chimacum
combined). The kick-off is
at 5:45 pm for both games.

Donna is an elderly lady my
family and I met at the Tahlequah

Ferry Dock on Friday afternoon,

August 27th.

I would like to communicate
further with her.

6030 Electra Lane, Pensacola FL. 32507
dob2339@yahoo.com

Impeccable Window Cleaning & Exterior Home Maintenance!
High efficiency, Low rates
Pressure washing: decks, driveways, & patios

Transparent [\

Call 206-909-0950

transparent108@gmail.com e Licensed & Insured

Serving Vashon for 33 Years!



Study

From Page 1

The maleo, a bird about
the size of a chicken, lives
on Sulawesi. Maleo lay a
single, grapefruit-sized egg
in the warm sands of their
nesting grounds, cover their
egg with sand, and leave.
However, these eggs have
been targeted by poach-
ers, who sell the eggs on the
black market for the equiva-
lent of $2 to $3 each.

When Summers returned
to Vashon after her time in
Indonesia, she was speaking
atan Audubon presentation.

“I mentioned that there
was a village in Indonesia
that had asked for help to
prevent the extinction of
their endangered, iconic
bird and people just came
forward and said, ‘how can
I help?” said Summers. “A
small group organized here
on the island to raise some
funds. That was in June
2006, and that was our seed
money to get started, and
then we launched the field
activities in August of that
same year, so just a month
or two later”

The group headed back to
Sulawesi, but specifically to
Tompotika, a peninsula of
the eastern tip of Sulawesi’s
central arm.

Summers and her group
met with villagers around
the region to launch part-
nerships to save the maleos.

Under the new part-
nership, former poachers
could now guard and collect

PHOTO COURTESY OF KEVIN SCHAFER/ALTO

A picture of the maleo. These birds live on the island of
Sulawesi in Indonesia and have been the focus of Vashon-
based Alliance for Tompotika Conservation's (AlTo) work for

over a decade.

data at the maleo nesting
grounds. According to the
study, they were paid the
local minimum wage, which
was the equivalent of $5.50
a day. Because the maleo
population had dropped
so significantly, they would
earn more guarding than
poaching.

AlTo also focused
resources on education, as
they have done outreach
projects and have visited
all 115 Tompotika primary,
middle and high schools at
least once.

As more than 14 years
have passed, Summers
looks back to the initial trip
the group took to Indonesia
to where the group is now.

“Working together on
this incredibly worthy proj-
ect over time has built a
tremendous friendship
and tremendous trust and
enriched everyone’s lives,’

said Summers. “So, we not
only have brought back
the maleo but we've had
windows into one another’s
lives and cultures that have
only enriched us all”

The study published in
GECCO attributes work
done by AlTo for increasing
maleo numbers four-fold
after 14 years. The Zoologi-
cal Society of London has
also named the maleo as the
19th most important bird for
conservation on its Evolu-
tionarily Distinct and Glob-
ally Endangered (EDGE) list.

“I think this is an exam-
ple of a beautiful Vashon
project,” said Summers.
“It’s a project that islanders
have gotten going from the
beginning, islanders have
sustained over time, and
although it’'s much bigger
than Vashon now, islanders
are still at the core of it

RYAN PEDERSON

Real Estate Broker

Vashon | Tacoma | West Seattle
206.898.9992
www.RyanSPederson.com

’ rsp_realestate ryanpedersonhomes

COMPASS

Timeless Protection Guaranteed!
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-CALL TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE!

(206) 479-9092

_ ROOFING

Since 1909
2 * .
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BACKED
BY THE SEAL

amazon

Receive a
$25 Amazon Gift
Card w/ FREE

in-home estimate!”

* ARCHITECTURAL AND DESIGN SUPPORT
o LIFE-TIME WARRANTY

FREE
Install

DOES NOT INCLUDE
COST OF MATERIAL.
EXPIRES 9/30/2021.

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card.
Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by MetalMan Roof i ng. Limit one per household. Company procures, lls, and
installs metal roof i ng.This of f er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved
with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants
must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following
persons are not eligible for this of f er: employees of Company or af f i liated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months
and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that
Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the
participant via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid
in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Of f er not sponsored or promoted by
Amazon and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 9/30/2021.Metal Man operates as
Metal Man of Seattle in Washington under Lic. #604624879
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United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promation form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without notice prior
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REGIONAL NEWS

Vashon-Maury Island Beachcomber

King County braces for more wildtires

By CONOR WILSON
cwilson@soundpublishing.com

Although King County
has seen wildfire smoke for
the last several summers,
ithas largely avoided the
impacts of devastating wild-
fires seen on the eastern
side of the state.

However, county officials
suspect that could change.
Most of the county remains
at moderate risk of wild-
fire, but fires are expected
to become more common,
particularly in the heavily
forested and rural areas.

These areas — including
parts of Snoqualmie, North
Bend and Fall City — sitin
what the county describes
as the Wild Urban Inter-
face (WUI), an area of land
where urban development
mixes with rural wildlands.

Parts of Enumclaw, Auburn
and Issaquah also sit within
the WUL

The county govern-
ment has become increas-
ingly concerned about
an increase in wildfires
in these areas, said Lara
Whitely Binder, a climate
preparedness program
manager for the county.

“The potential for a large
fire is low in Western Wash-
ington compared to any
other part of the state,” she
said. “But we know that we
are not prepared in King
County. We have largely
thought of wildfires as a
problem for other parts of
the state”

In the lastyear, the
amount of time county fire-
fighters have spent fighting
fires has nearly quadru-
pled, according to Jordan

Simmonds, a captain with
Eastside Fire & Rescue, who
also trains firefighters in
fighting wildland fires.

In an average year, county
firefighters spend 266 hours
fighting fires. This year, they
have spent 953 hours.

The number of fires in
the county is also up 44%
compared to the aver-
age year. In Fire District 1,
which includes the north
and east parts of King
County, the number of fires
isup 46%.

“I've been fighting fires
for 23 years, and in that
time I can certainly tell
you from personal experi-
ence we have seen a huge
increase in local wildfires,”
Simmonds said. “We’re
seeing fires get bigger and
grow faster”

This year, county

firefighters have already
responded to a number of
large fires, including the
Cedar Hills fire in Issaquah,
the Royal Hills fire in
Renton and the Green
Valley fire in Auburn.

Until recently, Simmonds
said the county did not have
much of the heavy equip-
ment or resources needed
to fight these fires, making
containment even more
difficult.

That is beginning to
change. Recently, the
county has begun working
alongside fire districts and
communities to acquire
more resources and intro-
duce the county’s first wild-
fire risk reduction strategy.

The strategy is looking
at three pillars of wildfire
reduction: what can be
done in forest landscapes,
what can be done in the
WUI communities, and
what can be done to quickly
and effectively respond to
fires.

Even if the county does
everything right, wild-
fires will still be seen in
the future due to climate
change increasing the
potential for favorable
conditions, Whitely Binder
said.

“Projections for lower
snowpack, higher summer
temperatures and dryer
summer conditions all set
the stage for fires, ” she said.

CONOR WILSON PHOTO

Matt Axe, the wildfire and forest resiliency coordinator with
the King Conservation District, speaks to homeowner Anita
Kissee-Wilder about fire reduction strategies at her home in

North Bend on Aug. 24.

ground around their home,
there are times we're not
able to save it”

‘Right down the I-90
corridor’

Matt Axe, the wildfire and
forest resiliency coordinator
with the King Conservation
District, helps homeown-
ers prepare. He offers a free
service for county residents,
where he will inspect their
property and make sugges-
tions for fire resiliency
improvements.

“When we start at a

The valley s also in close
proximity to wildfires in
Eastern Washington.

“If we have conditions
like we did this year and we
have an easterly wind event,
that wildfire is expected to
go right down the I-90 corri-
dor” Axe said.

When he looks at homes,
Axe said he checks if they
have the correct fire-resis-
tant building materials,
including an asphalt or
metal roof, as well as igni-
tion-resistant siding.

Wildfires in King County ~ home, we work out and He also looks to see that
_ Wa S h a d d ry have typically stayed we create this defensible there are no pine needles
. low to the ground, rarely space,” he said. “The first or other debris around
8 ‘im b rising above the treeline, 30 feetis how we get the the home or in its gutters.
s I n Simmonds said. Although biggest bang for your buck Plants with oily leaves or
county fire behavior could in reducing fire damage to needles and bark around
Iﬁl n ﬂte s ' change to more resemble your home.” the home also pose big risks
the eastern portion of the Axe said preparing your to ignition.
A L.. & S = state, ground fires often property for a fire is particu- “We can never say with
. Lt .' allow firefighters to save larlyimportantin the heav-  everything we do that your
nghthouseLaundry .biz homes if owners take the ily forested areas of the home will survive a wild-
e proper precautions. Snoqualmie Valley. fire,” Axe said. “What we
l lg O us e La lm “It makes all the differ- Forested areas naturally can do is improve your
ence in the world,’ have a higher risk for fire, chances”
5738 N 26th s’ Tacoma ¢ westgate S. Mall I\é‘aitf{_‘?‘g Simmons said. “Ifahome-  notincluding the increased To request wildﬁre N
N . N : owner hasnotbeenontop  chance of human-caused preparedness service, visit:
< Only 5 minutes from Ferry < of it, not maintaining the fires due to development. bit.ly/3yBTPGx.
VI S I I E LX2610SUHSD
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September 3rd - 26th

Come out to see Jennings Equipment
and their line of Kubotas!

TAT

BX23S

¢ 21.6 Gross HP,’ 3-Cylinder
Kubota Diesel Engine

¢ Fully Integrated
Tractor/Loader/Backhoe

¢ Swift-Tach Loader System

¢ Swift-Connect Backhoe

¢ Heavy-Duty Reinforced Frame

¢ Foldable ROPS

Z231KH-48

dl ¢ 21 Gross HP;f Gasoline,
Air-Cooled V-Twin Engine

* 48” Welded Mower Deck

¢ Sliding High-Back Seat

¢ Ultrascaper Z Rear Tires

¢ Standard LED Headlights

Jennings Equipment
1030 River Road ¢ Puyallup, WA
253-845-8801 ° jenningsequipment.com

* 4WD

* © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. Offer valid for residents within states of CA, AZ, NV, UT, WY, ID, OR, MT and WA only. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 84 months on purchases of select new Kubota L, L60 and LX Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory
is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 financed. Offer expires 12/31/21. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only.
Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your local Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com/offers. 1 For complete warranty, safety
and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices. K1109-04-145852-4

® 24.8 Gross HP,' E-TVCS,
Liquid-Cooled, 3-Cylinder
Kubota Diesel Engine

e Standard Rear PTO

¢ 3-Range Hydrostatic
(HST) Transmission

® Performance-Matched
Implements Available

L2501HST

w/Loader
¢ 24.8 Gross HP,t 3-Cylinder
Kubota Diesel Engine

¢ Hydrostatic
Transmission (HST)

® Performance-Matched
Implements Available

® 40.4 Gross HP' Kubota
Diesel Engine

® Spacious Operator
Station Designed For
Greater Comfort

# ¢ Dual Adjustable Seat

¢ LED Working Lights




(Jenna Dennis

on Photo) Victoria Hunter, the owner of Vashon

Island Framery, works on a frame in her shop.

Local photographer, artist
opens framing business

BY JENNA DENNISON
jdennison@
vashonbeachcomber.com

If you pass by Parker
Plaza, you'll notice a new
business. Vashon Island
Framery, owned by local
artist and photogra-
pher Victoria Hunter, has
recently opened its doors.

“There was no frame
shop on the island for the
last year, and I know there
is a bigneed for one,” said
Hunter. “So I felt that it was
agood time to start one.”

Hunter, who has lived
on Vashon for the last eight
years, had always been
interested in framing.

“Ilearned basic matting
through my studies at
the Photographic Center
Northwest over in Seattle,”
said Hunter.

She then went on to
study with professional

framer Sandra Landes in
Dorena, Oregon, who has
been framing for “decades
and decades.”

“Ilove being able to help
preserve people’s art or
special objects, or what-
ever they want to frame,”
said Hunter. “I like that
it's going to be taken care
of for the next decades to
come.”

Hunter also uses conser-
vation methods in her
framing work to ensure
her customer’s work is
protected. For example,

Hunter’s materials are acid-

free, use UV blocking glass
and reversible mounting
techniques.

Vashon Island Framery
is currently open by
appointment only and is
located at 17232 Vashon
Hwy SW. For additional
details, visit vashonisland-
framery.com.

Note: The Beachcomber
partners with Vashon
Island Visual Artists
(ViVA) to publish regu-
lar profiles of members of
Vashon's vibrant visual
arts scene. Below, we hear

from photographer Ed
Holmes, in his own words,
about his work and what
inspires it.

The creative voice is
present within all of us.

It is just a matter of
finding ways to unlock,
dislodge, access and give
form to that spirit. For me,
itis visual. For as long as
I can remember, I had
a camera. Later in life, I
attended many semi-
nars and workshops,set

i i W
ED HOLMES PHOTOGRAP
Ed Holmes' recent
photographs capture
flowers frozen in
different liquid mediums.

HY

VoV Is Your
Island Gonnection

Make Us Part of Your Day!

101.9FM - VoV-TV - VoiceOfVashon.org + VoV App + 1650AM Alerts

AT YOUR SERVICE
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Our Town: Local photographer
learns new language of artmaking

up a darkroom in my
house, developed film

and enjoyed printing

my own work. That was
another era. AsI celebrate
my 50th year on Vashon,
I'm reflecting on all the
changes I've seen and
experienced both here and
in Latin America.

I have always been
drawn to the old and
crumbly, the hidden
chamber, the newly-
discovered archeological
wonder, the visual remind-
ers of how life was in
another era — not better,
just different.

As the COVID era has

clamped down on usual
patterns of behavior, I have
not made my yearly trips
to South America. Instead,
I have focused on learning
another language, picking
up my guitar and explor-
ing etching, stippling and
more “hands-on” art. In
that vein, the accompany-
ing photo is an example
of play in an unfamiliar
venue — flowers frozen in
different liquid mediums.

You can only influence
the outcome, not control
it. Doesn’t that sound like
life? — Ed Holmes

To find out more

URTESY PHOTO
Island photographer Ed Holmes

about ViVA, including

its program, “ViVA Art

by Appointment: Your
Personal Path to Island
Artists,” visit vivartists.
com or pick up a copy of a
brochure about the studio-
visit program, available at
most island retail stores.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & LEASING

BUYER AND SELLER REPRESENTATION

VASHON ISLAND & SEATTLE TACOMA METRO

WINTERBROOK REALTY, INC.
206-463-5333

(www.winterbrookrealty.com)

VASHON PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
(www.rentvashon.com)

Member: Northwest Multiple Listing Service il

Cats Looking for Forever Homes

Vashon Island Pet Protectors

Please inquire at: cats(@vipp.org.

Go to: vipp.org to fill out an adoption application.

Hera and Freya: DSH and DMH Black Female
Hera, the Greek Queen of Heaven and her sister Freya, the Goddess of
Love, are looking for their chariot to carry them off to their new home.
These two girls are well socialized and have been around dogs. They
are looking to be adopted together in a home where they can live
indoors and be honored and adored by their humans.

These two lovelies came to VIPP on 8/26/21.

-

s. Born 7/21.

To place an ad in the Service Directory, call The Beachcomber
206.304.6355. Deadline for ad placement is Friday at 1pm.

Advertise
your service

This size only 217

Call
206.304.6355

HERE ..

yoga Space

Private & Group
Classes
In-person & Zoom

Target
your
customers
for only

Law Offices of WE ARE OPEN FOR
Jon W. Knudson EMERGENCY SERVICES
Concerning Heat & Hot Water
PERSONAL INJURY
MALPRACTICE Heating & Co;ling
BANKRUPTCY ...an energy management team
463-1777
FAMILY LAW www.VashonHeating.com

206.463.6711

CONT.LIC# BETTERC052DT

A

WA Lic #VASHOHC8917F
and #VASHOHC891PF

BETTER

ROOFING

COMPANY
4126 Airport Way South * Seattle, WA 98108

Michael Kennicott
Island Resident

E L T RN

www.abetterroofing.com

206-935-1575

Advertise Your Business or Service

HERE!
This space only $33%°

(such a deal!)

Call 206.304.6355

T e e e T T

To place an ad in the Service Directory, call The Beachcomber 206.304.6355.

Deadline for ad placement is Friday at 1pm.
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RAYMOND E. MIELBRECHT

AUGUST 13,1934 - APRIL 19, 2021

Vashon-Maury Island Beachcomber

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT:
Nash Lande Sandvig

Ray Mielbrecht, the first of five sons, Gary Sandvig and Mallory
was born in Brooklyn, New York, to McGuirk announce the birth
of their son Nash Lande

Josephine and Raymond Mielbrecht.
Both Ray and his future wife, Carol,
grew up in New Jersey but never met
until they both moved to California.
After serving in The US. Army as
a radio operator in Austria, Ray
attended the University of California,
Berkeley, where he met his bride-
to-be. Upon graduating from San
Francisco University with degrees
in Geology and Computer Science
he embarked on a journey to the
Pacific Northwest. His career path

Sandvig, born Aug. 26, 2021,
in Silverdale. He weighed 8
pounds, 13 ounces.

He is welcomed by his
sister Kaia, brother Pres-
ley, maternal grandmother
Jill Mosher of Port Orchard,
maternal grandfather Mike
McGuirk of Tacoma, great-
grandmother Hazel Nelson,
and great-grandparents Bob
and Darlene Lande. Nash'’s
other family members, now
deceased, include paternal
grandparents Warren Sand-
vig and Debbie Lande, great-

brought him to the Boeing Aerospace grandfather Carl Nelson,
Company and a room rental in a gfea;gfandfaﬂler Mick
house on a small island called Vashon. Mosher, great-grandparents
} . ; ) Mac and Jessie McGuirk,
After moving his family to Vashon in and great-grandmother COURTESY PHOTO
1967, he proceeded to teach himself Mary Ann Lande. Nash Lande Sandvig

to build, wire, and plumb a house on
o g

acreage in Lisabuela. He raised and
Hatlyn “Rate” Unn Smith

butchered his own livestock and, with Carol and the kids, froze, canned and
DECEMBER 19, 1960 - SEPTEMBER 8, 2021

pickled produce from their large garden and apple orchard. With the hard work
of the entire family he achieved a mostly sustainable lifestyle, before there was
such a term.

Ray had a homesteading spirit, lifelong curiosity and thirst for knowledge. He
loved math for its predictability and science for its insistence on “proofs” He
was a deep thinker with a profound appreciation for and fascination with the
natural world.

- oo

Lifelong resident of Washington.
Ray was especially dedicated to: The American Legion Post no. 159, Vashon
Eagles F.O.E. #3144 and the Vashon Cribbage Club, the Vashon Library, the
Vashon-Maury Land Trust, and Vashon's sheep and goat 4-H groups.

Active in PE.O. Presbyterian Church,
her community, and a fan of the Mariners.

He was a longtime member of the Sporstmen's Club where he taught gun safety
and marksmanship classes. He once proudly declared his best students at that
time were 6th grade girls from the Harbor School.

Survived by brother, Kurt (Peggy)
and niece, Kelsey (Austin).

Ray is survived by his four brothers, Richard, Robert, Ronald and Russell
Mielbrecht; his four children, Karrin (Fearey), Sharon, Mark and Cheryl; and
numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, grandchildren and two great-grandchildren
spread from California to New York.

Preceded in death by her parents
Janet and Denman.

Kate will be sadly missed by all

Raymond was buried at the Vashon Cemetery on May Ist in a small ceremony who knew and loved her.

of family and friends because of COVID-19 concerns. The family expresses their
deep and lasting appreciation for the love and support Ray and Carol found on
their long adventure in the Vashon Island Community. Look for the flower bed y SR y

just NW of the flagpole, there they rest, in peace and tranquility. r &
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| Members of the Vashon

Social Service Network
Pl a C e S O f WO r S hl I DOVE Domestic violence & sexual assault advocacy:
on our Island

www.vashondoveproject.org ® 206-462-0911

Interfaith Council to Prevent Homelessness
(IFCH)
www.ifchvashon.org ® 206-643-5169

Burton Catholic Church Vashon_Island
Community Church St. John Vianney Unitarian Fellowship
. . mmunity, Diversity, Fr .
ALL ARE WELCOME Mass Sacurdays at 5:00 pm “Belief, Enrichment of Spirit St Vincent de Paul ¢ 206-450-7577

Sundays 9:00 am

Pastor: Fr. David Mayovsky
16100 115th Avenue SW,

Sunday services are being held virtually at 11am
The Zoom Link for all Sunday Services:
https://www.viuf.org/sunday/

Kindness, Gratitude, Love

and Community!
If you are prompted to use a password, it is 2020

Worship via Zoom at 11:00 am Vashon WA 98070 Lewis Hall VARSA Reducing youth alcohol & substance use:
Phone 463-9977 for details omce 206-567-4149 (Behm%%lérst({?asckfggnﬁilﬁtsy\ghm}\) www.varsanetwork.org ® 206-567-2647

www.burtonchurch.org www.stjohnvianneyvashon.com Info: www.VIUF.org

Bethel Church
14736 Bethel Lane SW
10:00 am Sunday Service

Vashon Friends Vashon Care Network
Worship Group

(Quakers)

Episcopal Church of
the Holy Spirit
Now open for worship on Sundays.
First service, Rite 1 is at 8 am

www.vashoncarenetwork.org ® 206-604-3253

You're Invited!

We have mid-week groups
for kids (AWANA), teens and adults

www.bethel-efc.org

Office: (206) 567-4255

Vashon Island

Community Church
9318 SW Cemetery Road
Worship Service 10:00 am

(Children welcome, nursery available)

Midweek groups for adults, youth, women & men
Office Phone 463-3940
Pastors:

Mike lvaska and Tyler Winters

For more info: www.vashonchurch.com

Vashon Presbyterian

Church
Sunday Worship 10:00 am
17708 Vashon Hwy (center of town)
Pastor Leigh Weber
Church Office Hours:

Monday — Thursday 9:00 am — 1:00 pm

463-2010

www.vashonpreschurch.org

10 am Meeting for Silent Worship

in members’ homes.

Cudll for Location
567-5279 463-5255

Vashon Havurah

Serving Vashon’s Jewish community

Torah study is on Zoom: 9:30 am

Saturday mornings. Link on website.

15401 Westside Highway SW
PO Box 89, Vashon 98070

www.vashonhavurah.org

Calvary Full Gospel
Church at Lisabeula
13107 SW 220th St.

Worship 10:30 am — Evening Worship TBD
Thursday Bible Study 7:00 pm
Cudll for location
Saturday Prayer 7:30 pm
Pastor Steve Sears
463-2567

Second service, Rite 2 is now at 9:30 am.
We are following all the protocols at our
services for Covid-19.

Still live streaming Facebook at 9:30 am for
congregants who cannot attend.

15420 Vashon Hwy SW

Vashon Lutheran
Church
God’s love is inclusive, abundant and
to be lived and shared.

YOU ARE WELCOME
Rew. Dr. Joel Kutzke
463-2655
18623 Vashon Hwy. SW
www.vashonluthernchurch.org

Vashon United
Methodist Church
Rewv. Dr. Mark Wagner

Meeting in Person and on Zoom
10:00am on Sundays
Sundays 10 am Worship & Kids’ Zoom
Tues 10 am Men’s Coffee ® Wed 10:30am Bible Study
ZOOM via FB or Contact VUMC
office@vashonmethodist.org
www.vashonmethodist.org

(206) 463-9804

COwy Vastion Jstand Cammumty

Vashon Community Care

www.vashoncommunitycare.org ® 206-567-4421

Vashon HouseHold

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| www.vashonhousehold.org ® 206-463-6454
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
L

Vashon-Maury Community Food Bank
(VMCFB)
www.vashonfoodbank.org ® 206-463-6332

Vashon-Maury Senior Center

www.vashonseniorcenter.org ® 206-463-5173

Vashon Youth and Family Services (VYFS)
www.vyfs.org ® 206-463-5511

Also call 211. King County 211 provides the
most comprehensive information on health and
human services available to King County residents.
The information and referral specialists are experts
in understanding eligibility requirements of many
human service systems. Mon-Fri 8am-6pm.

CLIP AND SAVE
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Save $750 I

EXPERIENCE A SHOWER YOU’LL LOVE
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY.

— all with the quality you expect from the brand you trust.

Love your shower or bath again.
Transform your space

with a complete system of LuxStone walls,

faucets, and accessories,

CALL NOW FOR A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

© (206)312-2017
KOHLER

LuxStone.

D

*ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 09/30/2021, Available on NEW orders only.
Other Restrictions May Apply. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Visit
Pacificbath.com for complete details. OR#213202 | WA#PACIFBC810JJ4

MarketPlace!

click! www.soundclassifieds.com email! classified@soundpublishing.com call toll free! 1.888.399.3999 or 1.800.388.2527
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206-483-0120

announcements

transportation

S .

Announcements

Employment
General

Vehicles Wanted

Legal Notices

ADVERTISE STATE-
WIDE with a $325 clas-
sified listing or $1,575
for a display ad. Call this
newspaper or
360-344-2938 for de-
tails.

Classifieds - We've got you
covered -1-800-388-2527

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-888-360-
1582.

FREON WANTED: We
pay $$$ for cylinders
and cans. R12 R500
R11 R113 R114. Con-
venient. Certified Profes-
sionals. Call 312-291-
9169 or visit Refrigerant-
Finders.com

GENERAC Standby
Generators provide
backup power during
utility power outages, so
your home and family
stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!).
Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional
terms and conditions.
1-888-674-7053.

LONG DISTANCE MOV-
ING. Call today for a
FREE QUOTE from
America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us
take the stress out of
moving! Call to speak to
a Relocation Specialist,
855-337-8535.

Reach the readers
the dailies miss. The
Northwest’s largest
classified network
in print and online.
Go online to
www.SoundClassifieds.com
24/7 to find what you
need or to place an ad.
Call: 1-800-388-2527
Monday-Friday
8am-5pm, to speak with
a sales representative

WANTED: Licensed
bath remodel contractor
looking for more busi-
ness. Team with Ameri-
can Standard. Earn
$3,000+ weekly. Sign-on
bonus up to $5,000.
Contact us now:
800-215-5680

Building Materials
& Supplies

L.S. CEDAR CO. has
top quality cedar lumber.
We carry all sizes and
grades at competitive
prices. Yard located at
center. Open Mon-Fri,
8-5.206-463-5535

DONATE YOUR CAR
TO CHARITY. Receive
maximum value of write
off for your taxes. Run-
ning or not!
All conditions accepted.
Free pickup. Call for de-
tails, 855-635-4229.

Need
Cash?

Selling in the
classifieds
is easy!

Call us today..

1-800-388-2527

email: classified @
soundpublishing.com

SoundClassifieds.com

NOTICE OF
VENDOR LIST
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that Vashon Is-
land Fire and Rescue
(KCFPD 13) is creating
a Vendor List for parties
interested in contracting
with the District for the
sale of materials, equip-
ment, supplies or servic-
es, when the amount of
the sale is projected to
be between $10,000 and
$50,000. The District is
accepting applications
from qualified parties to
be placed on the Vendor
List. A notice, substan-
tially in the form of this
notice, will be published
semi-annually in a news-
paper of general circula-
tion, advertising the exis-
tence of the vendor list,
and soliciting the names
of vendors for the list.
Such Vendor List will be
used instead of formal
sealed bidding proce-
dures when the estimat-
ed contract price is be-

Legal Notices

tween $10,000 and
$50,000. For eligible
purchases, the District
staff will solicit at least
three quotations from
vendors on the list,
whenever reasonably
possible. Minority and
women-owned business-
es are encouraged to
apply. Send application
to be placed on the Ven-
dor List, including your
address, telephone num-
ber, and other pertinent
contact information to
Vashon Island Fire &
Rescue, Attn: Facilities
Manager P.O. Box 1150
Vashon WA. 98070.
Qualified vendors will be
added to the Vendor List
on a continual basis.
Dated this 22th day of
September 2021
Published in the Vash-
on-Maury Island Beach-
comber September 23,
2021.

(V1B938118)

Reach the readers
the dailies miss. The
Northwest’s largest
classified network
in print and online.
Go online to
www.SoundClassifieds.com
24/7 to find what you
need or to place an ad.
Call: 1-800-388-2527
Monday-Friday
8am-5pm, to speak with
a sales representative

We’re Hiring!

3 Day Weekends
and subsidized ferry fare!

Shipper/Receiver-
Day Shift5:30am.-3:30p.m.M-Th
Startingat$17.50/hr (DOE)
¢ Production Assodates-
Day Shift5:30a.m.-3:30p.m.M-Th
Swing Shift 3:45p.m.- 1:45am.M-Th
Startingat $16.00-$1900/hr +
$2.50/hr Shift Differential for Swing Shift
Forfulljob desariptions and application instructions, visitour
websiteat WWW.sawbones.com/careers

AWBONES

Relax,
we will do the
work for you!

Advertise today
in the Sound
Classifieds!

SOUND classifieds

SOUNDCLASSIFIEDS.COM 1.800.388.2527
classifieds@soundpublishing.com

Service Directory

Home Services
Landscape Services

A-1 SHEER
GARDENING &
LANDSCAPING

* Cleanup * Trim
*Weed * Prune * Sod
* Seed * Bark
* Retaining Wall
* Backhoe * Patios
425-226-3911 Ofc
206-226-3345 Cell

Lic# A1SHEGL034JM

The Classifieds:
Part of the largest
suburban newspaper
group in western
Washington.

Go online
24 hours a day:
www.SoundClassifieds.com
or call us today:
1-800-388-2527 for
more information.

Reach your goals,
Advertise today!

Over 85 percent of our community
newspaper readers check the
classified ads, and 73 percent of
customers report an excellent
respononse to a classified ad.

SOUNDCLASSIFIEDS.COM
1.800.388.2527 - Classifieds@soundpublishing.com

Measuring up to
your expectations
one ad at a time.

Put Sound Classifieds to work for you, and inch even closer to your goals !

SOUND classifieds - in Print & Online

Are you searching for a better job or a more reliable car? Have you outgrown your apartment? Are you looking to get rid of
that old couch and chair sitting in the garage? Whether you're buying or selling, Sound Classifieds has it all. From automobiles
and employment to real estate and household goods, you'll find everything you need in the Sound Classifieds.

visit soundclassifieds.com - call toll free 1-800-388-2527 - email classifieds@soundpublishing.com
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JUST LISTED |

Ashley
Lisenby
(206) 290-7106

HIGH BANK WATERFRONT ON COVETED CRESCENT DRIVE

Whimsical 4.5 acres ideal for wedding venue or simplistic country lifestyle! Original & modern
features collide to make a timeless, one-of-a-kind feel. The main house is 4 beds, 2.25 baths, w/
office, studio, living & family rooms, & gorgeous views of Colvos Passage & the Olympics. 4-stall
barn w/ tackroom & hayloft, blacksmith shop & 2-bay shop. Guest house w/ 2 beds, 1 bath, &
full kitchen. Easy path to waterfront w/ level lawn atop bulkhead. MLS #1836567 $1,800,000

Ashley
Lisenby
(206) 290-7106 {5 < el

WEST SEATTLE - CREATIVE OPPORTUNITY AWAITS!

Ready for your updates & personal touches, located in desirable West Seattle neighborhood.
Open floor plan & daylight basement provides plenty of space for all. Spacious garage. Schools,
shopping, beach & parks nearby. Sizable yard w/ mature landscaping. Zoned RS 7200 & a double
lot makes this property loaded w/ potential & possible sub-division. MLS #1783870 $599,000

Julie
Hempton 20
(360) 460-8080 e

TWO TRANQUIL WATER VIEW LOTS!

Once in a lifetime opportunity to purchase quiet, peaceful and beautiful water
front property, not listed for 80 years! Two forested parcels, close to 3.5 acres
combined, expansive views of Mt Rainer & Commencement Bay. Build your dream
home with timber from the property! Pending Feasibility. MLS #1799036 $175,000

JOHNL_S‘ZO'I:T
Communit

VASHON
THEAYRE

A
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Limont
(206) 679-2145

GIG HARBOR - A RESORT-LIKE RETREAT ON 5 ACRES

20 minutes from Gig Harbor lies this 5 acre property w/ stunningly renovated home.
3 beds, 2.5 baths, luxury vinyl tiled floors, built-in bar area, & generous deck. Two
bridges over creek flowing through garden, converted garage ADU w/ kitchen &
laundry, separate studio/office building w/ yoga studio. Thoughtfully curated with
plenty of space for living, working & entertaining. MLS #1837573 $995.000

(206) 641-5027

ISLAND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!

Excellent commercial kitchen & chance to own Island restaurant. Great investment
for someone interested in joining Vashon's renowned food culture. In-town wy/ fully
equipped commercial kitchen & sizeable open dining space w/ dedicated off-street
parking. Great landlord & zoned for community business. MLS #1835881 $120,000

David
Knight
(206) 388-9670

SOLD REPRESENTING BUYER

Private & serene setting w/ exquisite 6.77 acres, large meadow area, quiet sitting
areas, walking trails, native plantings & a variety of mature trees. Walk the trails &
experience the beauty of nature with the many birds & wildlife. Property has been
surveyed & comes w/ a paid Heights water share. Offered at $369,000

iPlease wear a mask when entering
ithe building or moving around.

* Please buy your favorite Theatre Concessions
online in advance to enjoy with your movie.

p + We also have Carryout Hours
- : Friday - Sunday : 4:30pm - 7pm
Carryout Pre-Orders are accepted until 6:20pm
for Same-Day Pick-up.

Check our website for showing times and more
Vashon Theatre information about Night Light

P

Drive-In and other coming events.
vashontheatre.com

- . e

NOW SHOWING MOVIES ON THE WEEKENDS!

) > u

John L Scott Vashon (206) 567-1600 | Nancy Sipple (206) 465-2361
Marjon McDermott (206) 817-7437 | David Knight (206) 388-9670 | Jim Marsh
Nancy Wolff (206) 300-7392 | Heidi Grimsley (206) 660-6871 | Deb Cain

Julie Hempton

(360) 460-8080 | Ken Zaglin
(206) 641-5027 | Diane Stoffer
(206) 930-5650 | Hilary Limont

(206) 419-3661
(206) 300-7594

Crist Granum
Len Wolff

(206) 650-6210

(206) 940-4244
(206) 679-2145




