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How did Auburn spend your taxes?

Auburn spent $17.8 
million during the first 
quarter of 2021 — $2.1 
million less than the city 
planned for in its budget.

The majority of the 

$17.8 million was spent 
on personnel, amounting 
to $11.2 million. Supplies 
and services were the 
second largest expenditure, 
accounting for $4.1 million, 
and “other expenditures” 
cost the city $2.5 million.

By far the largest expense 
during the first quarter 
was the Auburn Police 

Department. The police 
department cost the city 
$7.6 million during the 
first three months of 2021. 
If jail is included under 
the police umbrella, the 
number jumps to $8.7 
million, according to the 
city’s fiscal report.

More money was spent 
on the Auburn Police 

Department and jail than 
on the Parks, Arts and 
Recreation, Commu-
nity Development, Public 
Works, Human Resources, 
Community and Human 
Services and every other 
city department combined.

From Jan. 1 through 
March 31, 2021, Auburn 
brought in $13.7 million 
in revenue. This exceeded 
the city’s expected $13 

million in revenue. Of the 
$13.7 million, sales taxes 
accounted for the larg-
est chunk of the revenue 
at $5.8 million, and prop-
erty taxes accounted for 
just over $1.2 million of 
the total revenue. Other 
taxes, service fees and 
other revenues brought in 
a combined $6.7 million.

The largest expense during the first quarter was the Auburn Police Department.

By Henry 

Stewart-Wood 

henry.stewart-wood@ 

auburn-reporter.com

Auburn 
Schools 
names its 
employee  
of the year

By Henry 

Stewart-Wood 

henry.stewart-wood@ 

soundpublishing.com

Janis Campbell-Aikens, 
director of child nutrition at 
Auburn Public Schools, was 
recently named employee 
of the year by the Puget 
Sound Educational Service 
District. This means Camp-
bell-Aikens will be eligible 
for the Washington Educa-
tor of the Year award.

“I’m very 
humbled to 
receive this 
recognition, 
but I also 
want to say 
that the orig-
inal award 
was for the 
entire child 
nutrition 
department 
in recognition of the work 
they’ve done all through 
the pandemic,” Campbell-
Aikens said. “Really it’s in 
honor of the entire staff.”

Once the award went on 
to the regional level, it had 
to be narrowed down to a 
single employee. Campbell-
Aikens was chosen because 
she’s the director, she said.

Campbell-Aikens has 
been the director of child 
nutrition at the school 
district for about two and 
a half years. When the 
pandemic caused school 
closures, she had been the 
director for about a year.

Back in 2020, schools 
closed due to the pandemic 
on a Friday, and the follow-
ing Monday, child nutrition 
staff had bagged lunches 
and breakfasts ready to 
go, Campbell-Aikens said. 
The child nutrition staff 
members haven’t stopped 
preparing grab-and-go 
meals since schools first 
closed down, Campbell-
Aikens said.

“We were able to turn 
the program around really 
quickly, partly because 
the staff is very good at 
the summer food service 
program, so we had that 
foundation to build on,” 
Campbell-Aikens said.

Janis 
Campbell- 
Aikens

FIRE SWEEPS APARTMENT

Firefighters had to rescue two resi-
dents from the roof of an apartment 
building in downtown Auburn that 
burned late Friday night (July 23) and 
into early Saturday morning.

But in the end, all residents got 
out safely, according to the Valley 
Regional Fire Authority.

The VRFA responded to the 

two-alarm apartment fire at 115 
East Main St. at about 10 p.m. after 
witnesses called 911 to report smoke 
and flames visible at the top of the 
building.

Firefighters eventually brought the 
conflagration under control.

The building for decades housed 
the now closed Nelson’s Jewelry 
store on its southwest corner, and is 
presently home to a number of other 
businesses.

The VRFA reports that the 
second floor and roof of the build-
ing sustained heavy fire, smoke and 
water damage.

”We did receive a call from the 
property manager, who told us that 
all tenants are accounted for and 
were able to evacuate,” Auburn Police 
reported on Facebook.

The Red Cross set up a temporary 
shelter at Safeway for people who lost 
their homes.

The cause of the fire is under 
investigation.

It is not lost on Auburn residents 
that just across East Main Street is 
the now empty lot where the Heri-
tage Apartments Building stood for 
more than 90 years before succumb-
ing to a fire that began in the build-
ing’s laundry room and destroyed the 
structure on Dec. 26, 2017. The owner 
of that lot has filed plans with the city 
of Auburn to replace that building.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AUBURN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Fire inflicted heavy damage to the second floor and roof of the 2-story apartment-and ground-floor retail building at 115 East Main Street beginning late 
on the night of Friday, July 23, and continuing into early Saturday morning. The Valley Regional Fire Authority reports that all residents got out safely. 

All residents were able to escape the downtown Auburn building safely.

By Robert Whale

rwhale@soundpublishing.com

Local exterminator notices a big change in rats over the past 40 years

There’s a literal rat race 
happening right now in 
the Puget Sound region as 
rodents thrive alongside the 
growing human population.

Rats are not native to the 
region and are believed to 
have arrived with the earli-
est Northwest settlers. Rats 
are commensal creatures, 
which means they largely 
depend on living in close 
proximity to humans.

According to Kurt Trefts, 
co-founder of Cascade Pest 
Control and a rat expert by 
trade, rats likely came to the 
Puget Sound on the ships of 
some of Seattle, Tacoma and 
Olympia’s earliest settlers 
and traders.

Trefts called people great 
“enablers” of rats. The large 
warehouses, canneries and 
other industrial facilities that 
made the Puget Sound such 
an important region of ship-
ping and commerce proved 
to be more than sufficient 
shelter for rats to hide, eat 

scavengable scraps left by 
people and breed quickly.

Trefts said rats are adapt-
able scavengers that can 
sustain themselves on 
garbage waste and spilled 
grease, exploiting the sloppy 
habits of people living in a 
growing urban sprawl.

Trefts said as people 
continued to develop farms, 
towns and cities among the 
wooded forests surround-
ing the Puget Sound, rats 
have followed, enjoying 
the “bounty” that people 
provided for them.

Over the years, pest 
controllers began to notice 
the same thing.

Trefts has been working 
in pest control in the Puget 
Sound region for over 40 
years. Year-by-year, he has 
noticed the changing trends 
of pest populations and 
prevalence based on the 
kind of service calls he was 
responding to across the 
region.

“In the ‘70s and ‘80s, 
the primary problem was 
carpenter ants,” Trefts said. 
“Rats were usually pretty 

confined to the waterfront 
areas.”

Over time, he and other 
peers in his industry began 
to notice a change.

“We realized that control 
of rats was more intensive,” 
Trefts said. “It became the 
main thing. It was obvious 
that it was widespread.”

He said semi-rural 
communities, like Bellevue, 
in which suburban commu-
nities were built wall-to-wall 
next to one another, provided 
shelter and sustenance for 
the highly adaptable rodents.

Trefts said the newly 
built homes, with dark rat-
cozy spaces in the walls 
and crawl spaces, provided 
“perfect” nests for fami-
lies of rats. He said simple 
overlooked details like over-
filled birdfeeders and grease 
from barbecues were just 
enough for rats to sustain 
themselves.

Rats have even been 
noted as having eaten dog 
droppings from a residen-
tial lawn.

By Cameron Sheppard 

csheppard@ 

soundpublishing.com
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COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations are on the 
rise across Washington, 
according to a Washing-
ton State Department of 
Health.

Case counts and hospi-
talizations flattened at 
the end of June only to 
increase starting in the first 
week of July, according to 
the department’s July 27 
media release. Beginning 
July 8, hospitalizations 
increased among people 
ages 40-49 and ages 70-79. 
More recent reports show 
an increase in hospital-
izations across all age 
groups, according to the 

department. Case counts 
in King and Pierce counties 
have increased since July 8.

Cases among people 
ages 20-39 are increasing, 
while cases among other 
age groups are flattening, 
according to the Depart-
ment of Health.

The transmission rate 
also increased sharply 
around the end of June and 
beginning of July. This is 
likely due to the delta vari-
ant, which is more trans-
missible than the original 

COVID-19 virus and is 
now the dominant strain 
among people who have 
contracted the virus.

Projections suggest that 
on July 19, around 90% of 
all cases were attributed to 
the delta variant, accord-
ing to the Department of 
Health.

On July 2, the estimated 
reproductive number of 
the virus was 1.46, and in 
order for cases to decline, 
the reproductive rate 
has to be below 1.0 for a 

substantial period of time. 
The reproductive number 
determines how many 
people will likely contract 
the virus from a single case, 
according to the Depart-
ment of Health.

This announcement 
comes one day after several 
counties across Washing-
ton recommended that 
masks be worn at indoor 
public spaces by all people 
regardless of vaccination 
status due to the spread of 
the delta variant.
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COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations 
are on the rise again in the state

By Henry 

Stewart-Wood 

henry.stewart-wood@ 

soundpublishing.com

COURTESY OF THE WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

The staff have been serv-
ing meals throughout the 
year with few days off. They 
served meals during winter 
and spring breaks and are 
continuing throughout the 
summer, Campbell-Aikens 
said.

In addition to serving 
meals at the schools, child 
nutrition staff have also 
been serving meals via vans 
that drive along routes and 
stop at specific locations 

throughout the city, Camp-
bell-Aikens said.

“They have done an amaz-
ing job. They have served 
at this point over 2 million 
grab-and-go meals since we 
started,” Campbell-Aikens 
said. “The dedication of 
my staff to this community 
and to the kids, I think that’s 
what I’m most proud of.”

Things will start to return 
to normal when kids return 
to in-person school in fall. 
The USDA issued a waiver 
so all school-provided 
meals in Auburn Public 
Schools will be free during 
the next school year, 

Campbell-Aikens said.
Campbell-Aikens and her 

staff are looking forward to 
being able to serve meals 
to students in-person this 
coming fall.

“We work hard to provide 
really healthy meals and 
we’re working hard to 
provide meals that are 
culturally appropriate 
for our kids,” Campbell-
Aikens said. “We just want 
to continue working at that 
and get better and better at 
that and at providing the 
healthiest, freshest, tastiest 
food that we can for the kids 
of Auburn.”

Employee
From Page 1



The King County Coun-
cil is discussing a motion 
to establish standards for 
the removal of homeless 
encampments on public 
property in the county.

Councilmember Reagan 
Dunn sponsored the motion, 
noting the number of home-
less encampments in unin-
corporated areas of King 
County. The county does 
not currently have rules 
for removing homeless 
encampments, according to 
council staff.

Some cities, like Auburn, 
have adopted ordinances 
to prohibit public camping, 
but residents from around 
the county feel like their 
local governments are not 
doing enough to remove the 
encampments that neighbor 
their homes, businesses and 
parks.

Dunn’s motion seeks to 
have a number of factors 
considered when determin-
ing whether it is appropriate 
to remove an encampment 
or not, with safety being the 

number one priority.
The motion emphasizes 

the consideration of sani-
tation quality and risk of 
exposure to infections such 
as hepatitis, the risk of fire, 
the prevalence of crime and 
whether or not vandalism is 
occurring at the site of the 
encampment. Additionally 
whether or not the encamp-
ment is impeding public 
operations will be taken into 
account as well.

He also said that the avail-
ability of local shelter should 
be taken into consideration 
when determining if it would 
be appropriate to clear the 

site of the camp if no alterna-
tive housing resources were 
available.

He described it as a 
“balanced, yet assertive” 
approach to the issue. 
Removals would need to be 
“urgent” before they could 
be conducted.

Dunn said the motion 
comes following the coun-
ty’s acquisition of supportive 
housing facilities in Auburn, 
Redmond, and Renton as a 
part of the Health Through 
Housing initiative.

“In all, King County has 
spent nearly $1 billion on 
services for those experi-
encing homelessness since 
2015, and it is not unrea-
sonable to begin moving 
this population into County 
shelters and housing options 
that taxpayers have funded,” 
Dunn said via press release 
statement.

The motion also asks for 
the development of proce-
dures of the removals of 
encampments. The motion 
currently contains measures 
to allow for public notice and 
comment before conduct-
ing a removal, but it is still 

unclear which agencies will 
be directly involved in the 
removal.

King County Council-
member, Girmay Zahilay, 
raised questions regard-
ing what the “enforcement 
mechanism” of the removal 
would be, or if peace officers 
would be present. He raised 
questions about what would 
occur if people resisted the 
removal of the encamp-
ment or the referral of hous-
ing services.

The motion does not spec-
ify who would be trained to 
conduct the removal of the 
encampment.

It is also unclear how the 
new state laws limiting the 
situations in which police 
can use force will impact 
how encampments could 
be removed.

Dunn added that he 

had heard of encampment 
removals being met with 
armed resistance in isolated 
cases, and emphasized that 
it was important to avoid 
these kinds of risks.

The King County Execu-
tive would be part of deter-
mining the guidelines and 
enforcement terms as part 
of the motion, according to 
council staff.

Councilmember Joe 
McDermott raised concerns 
that the motion would be an 
“overlap” of the responsi-
bilities of the King County 
Regional Homelessness 
Authority, a governing body 
established to respond to all 
the nuances of the region’s 
homelessness crisis.

The motion has only been 
discussed currently, but 
will appear again before the 
council in the coming weeks.
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removal of encampments, Councilmember Reagan Dunn. 



T h e  Ki n g  C o u nt y 
L ibrar y  System has 
updated its safety guide-
lines to recommend all 
people ages 5 and older 
wear face coverings while 

in the libraries.
As of July 27, masks 

are required for unvacci-
nated people and recom-
mended for all patrons 
ages 5 and up, accord-
ing to the King County 
Library System.

The change was made 
after King County updated 
its mask guidance July 23 

after recommendations by 
Public Health – Seattle & 
King County to wear face 
coverings in indoor public 
settings due to an increase 
in COVID-19 cases.

“We’re asking everyone 
to wear a mask at all times 
while inside the library,” 
according to the state-
ment by the King County 

Library System. “This is 
regardless of vaccination 
status.”

The mask must cover 
your nose and mouth. 
Vented masks, bandanas 
and neck gaiters are not 
acceptable.

A l l  l i b r a r y  s t a f f 
members are required to 
wear a mask.

The following incidents 
are from Auburn’s police 
blotter from July 22-27. All 
told, there were 12 burglar-
ies, two catalytic converter 
thefts and 12 car thefts 
reported in Auburn between 
July 22- 27.

July 22

Car fire: Police assisted in 
the investigation of a vehi-
cle fire in the 800 block of B 
Street SE at about 11:30 p.m.

Gun theft: At around 2 
a.m., firearms were stolen 
during a burglary that 
occurred in the 1400 block 
of Outlet Collection Way SW.

Burglary: Between 6 
a.m. and noon, a residen-
tial burglary occurred in 
the 31600 block of 104th 

Avenue SE.

July 23

Assault on police: A man 
was arrested for assaulting a 
police officer and malicious 
mischief at 3:40 p.m. in the 
4900 block of D Street. The 
man was later released to 
the hospital.

Vehicle theft: A vehicle 
with a 9mm handgun was 
stolen from the Muckleshoot 
Casino between 3 p.m. and 
8 p.m.

July 24

Vehicle theft: A car was 
stolen in Auburn and then 
impounded in Kent between 
9 p.m. July 23 and 11 a.m. 
July 24.

Burglary: A residential 
burglary occurred in the 
2800 block of Riverwalk 
Drive SE between 5:15 p.m. 
and 8:30 p.m.

Assault: A man assaulted 

his mother in front of a child 
at around 12 a.m. 2400 block 
of N Street NE

July 25

Domestic violence: A 
domestic violence with a 
knife occurred on 37th Street 
NE at about 10:30 a.m. When 
police arrived, all parties 
were uncooperative.

Samurai sword: At around 
1:30 p.m., a father threat-
ened his daughter with a 
samurai sword in the 900 
block of East Main Street.

Organized retail theft: An 
employee at the Kate Spade 
store in the Outlet Collec-
tions of Seattle mall reported 
an organized theft at the 
store at around 2 p.m.

July 26

Taser: A woman report-
edly tased a man after he 
sexually assaulted her at 
901 Outlet Collection Way 

SW around 3:10 p.m.
Stabbing: A man was 

stabbed in South King 
County between 10:50 p.m. 
and 11:14 p.m. and called 
911 from the 5100 block of 
Auburn Way North.

Drugged: A woman called 
911 to report someone 
potentially slipping some-
thing in her drink at 2425 
Auburn Way N.

July 27 

Catalytic converter: Two 
catalytic converters were 
stolen from vehicles in the 
1900 block of Auburn Way 
North between 5 p.m. and 
8 a.m.

Firearm surrender: A 
person surrendered their 
firearm to police in the 300 
block of Main Street at 3:30 
p.m.

Hit and run: Occupants 
driving a stolen vehicle 
committed a hit and run on 
129th Avenue SE at 3:30 a.m.
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Six shots fired near 
Auburn police officers

Auburn police were 
recovering a stolen vehi-
cle in the area of 931 
18th Street NE in Auburn 
on July 27 when around 
six shots were fired 
from a different vehi-
cle a few blocks away, 
said Kolby Crossley, 

public information offi-
cer for Auburn Police 
Department.

The officers were unable 
to discern whether the 
shots were fired at them. 
No one was injured in the 
shooting, Crossley said.

Police are still inves-
tigating the incident, 
and there’s currently no 
description of the suspect 
or the vehicle they were 
driving, Crossley said.

Councilmember Yolanda Trout-Manuel is running for re-election

Meet Yolanda Trout-Manuel, the 
incumbent for Auburn City Coun-
cil’s Position 4.

Trout-Manuel has served as an 
Auburn council member since 
January 2014. During that time, she 
has been involved in numerous 
committees. She’s currently the 
chair of the finance committee and 
the Law Enforcement Officers and 
Firefighters Board. Trout-Manuel 
is also vice chair of the Domestic 

Violence Initia-
tive Regional 
Task Force and 
the Law Safety 
and Justice 
committee.

Trout-
Manuel said 
one of the 
biggest issues 
in Auburn is 
homelessness.

“As I’ve gone 
out doorbelling, just about every-
one I talk to, their biggest concern 
every day is the homeless issue,” 

Trout-Manuel said. “The homeless 
issue is the number one concern.”

If re-elected, Trout-Manuel will 
continue working to address the 
homelessness issue in Auburn. 
Trout-Manuel plans to support 
wraparound services for housing 
mental health and other services.

Trout-Manuel also wants to 
continue supporting Certificate 
Technical Education and other 
apprenticeship programs in 
Auburn schools if re-elected.

Trout-Manuel considered retir-
ing after this term, but over the 
past seven months, she’s received 

a lot of support from her constit-
uents asking her to run again, 
Trout-Manuel said.

Trout-Manuel said people 
should vote for her because she 
listens to her constituents and 
works for the people of Auburn 
as a whole, not a specific party.

“They can count on me when-
ever for anything. I’m very honest 
and transparent,” Trout-Manuel 
said. “I’m not a party person. This 
is a non-partisan position, so I 
work for everybody, not a party, 
not a group. I work for everyone. I 
want everyone to be heard.”

One fact about Trout-Manuel 
is that after her brother was 
killed by a drunk driver in 1993, 
she successfully lobbied the 
state government to add lanes 
to the highway he was driving 
on and erect signs in memory of 
people killed in drunk driving 
accidents.

Editor’s Note

A short profile on the other 
candidate in this race, Hanan 
Amer, ran in the July 16 edition 
of the Auburn Reporter.

By Henry Stewart-Wood 

henry.stewart-wood@ 

soundpublishing.com

Yolanda 

Trout-Manuel

By Henry 

Stewart-Wood 

henry.stewart-wood@ 

soundpublishing.com

Auburn’s sales tax is 
3.6%, and the state’s rate 
is 6.5%, so people in 

Auburn pay a 10.1% sales 
tax. Washington has the 
fourth-highest average 
sales tax rate in the coun-
try, and only Tennessee, 
Louisiana and Arkansas 
have higher sales taxes.

The city spent around 
$60,000 repairing local 
streets during the first 
quarter. The city spent 
an additional $625,000 
preserving arterial streets. 
Arterial street preserva-
tion is funded by local 
utility taxes such as 
garbage collection and 
electricity.

Auburn City Council is 
responsible for allocating 
funds to departments.

Taxes
From Page 1
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Massive reforestation effort needed in Washington and beyond

M
assive forest fires in 
the western parts of 
our country are not 

only choking us with layers 
of thick smoke, but are leav-
ing behind millions of acres 
of scorched hillsides, ridges 
and valleys.

Simply, there are not 
enough trees to absorb CO2 
and prevent erosion.

According to the Arbor 
Day Foundation, record 
wildfire seasons in recent 
years have destroyed 
millions of trees. Many 
forests have burned so 
severely that natural regen-
eration is not possible, which 
makes replanting necessary.

Unfortunately, much 
of the U.S. Forest Service 
budget is diverted to fighting 
massive fires with much less 
funding left for site prepara-
tion and replanting.

“This has left the Forest 
Service with a backlog of 
more than one million 

acres of forest land in need 
of replanting. Each year — 
with every wildfire, storm 
or insect epidemic — the 
backlog steadily increases,” 
according to the foundation.

What is needed is a 
massive salvage and replant-
ing effort such as the one 
undertaken by Weyer-
haeuser following the erup-
tion of Mount St. Helens on 
May 18, 1980. That morning, 
the mountain blasted side-
ways at 650 mph and devas-
tated almost 150,000 acres of 
state, national and privately 

owned forests.
Weyerhaeuser was the 

largest private landowner 
affected by the eruption. 
Nearly 68,000 acres (about 
14 percent) of its St. Helens 
Tree Farm was flattened. 
Trees were scattered across 
the landscape, resembling 
a massive game of pick up 
sticks.

Much of the downed 
timber was usable, but was 
at great risk of damage from 
insects and diseases. Over 
two years, Weyerhaeuser 
recovered 850 million board 
feet of timber — enough 
lumber to build 85,000 
three-bedroom homes. Tree 
removal prepared the land 
for replanting. By June 1987, 
Weyerhaeuser hand planted 
18.4 million trees on more 
than 45,500 acres. Today, a 
healthy forest thrives.

Meanwhile, in 1982, 
Congress set aside 110,000 
acres within the Gifford 

Pinchot National Forest for 
the National Volcanic Monu-
ment. There was no salvage 
logging or tree replanting 
within the blast zone.

The problem with 
denuded (stripped bare) 
forest lands is increasing. 
Overall in the U.S., 86 large 
fires have burned close to 
1.5 million acres in 12 states 
so far this year, according to 
the National Interagency Fire 
Center. Heavy smoke is again 
blanketing much of our 
western states and Canada.

Unfortunately, smoke 
from wildfires is overlapping 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) continues 
to warn that the smoke is a 
huge health risk.

“According to the scien-
tists, an additional 178 
positive COVID-19 cases 
reported between Aug. 
16 and Oct. 10 at Renown 
Regional Medical Center can 

be attributed to increased air 
pollution in the area due to 
wildfire smoke,” according 
to a July 16 story in the Reno 
Gazette-Journal. “The scien-
tists looked at confirmed 
COVID-19 cases at Renown 
over a 159-day study period 
when 8 percent of nearly 
36,000 people tested were 
positive.”

By September 2020, Cali-
fornia wildfires alone gener-
ated more than 91 million 
metric tons of CO2, accord-
ing to the Global Fire Emis-
sions Database (GFED). 
That was about 25 percent 
more than annual emissions 
from fossil fuels in the entire 
state.

A 2015 U.S. Forest Service 
study of federal forests in 
the Wenatchee area found 
that large wildfires can 
leave behind thousands of 
acres of fire-killed trees that 
eventually become fuels for 
future fires.

The growing number of 
wildfires across the planet 
are public health threats. 
Robbing them of their fuel 
is critical to controlling 
massive wildfires.

Salvage logging of 
burned-over lands makes 
sense. Milling charred trees 
creates thousands of jobs 
and makes new homes 
more affordable. Replanting 
seedlings replenishes the 
forests’ ability to covert CO2 
into life-giving oxygen.

The bottom line is that 
clearing dead trees and 
debris from the forest floor 
is urgently needed.

Don C. Brunell is a busi-
ness analyst, writer and 
columnist. He is a former 
president of the Association 
of Washington Business, 
the state’s oldest and larg-
est business organization, 
and now lives in Vancouver. 
Contact thebrunells@msn.
com.

King County primary election candidates to watch
W

ith the Aug. 3 
primary elec-
tion, the public 

will narrow the field to the 
finalists as only the top two 
advance in each position to 
the general election. Some 
are obvious, such as King 
County Executive, while 
others may be decided this 
weekend, including finalists 
for mayor of Seattle.

In the race for county 
executive, there hasn’t been 
much doubt that incum-
bent Dow Constantine and 
State Sen. Joe Nguyen would 
be facing each other in 
November. As the incum-
bent, Constantine can create 
news and recently received 
the endorsement of the 
Seattle Times. He has raised 
the most money with $1.5 
million. But this race will get 
a lot closer over the next few 
months as Nguyen starts 
to run to Constantine’s left. 
Nguyen will look for Seattle 
Democratic votes by draw-
ing attention to his view of 
Constantine’s record, as he 
recently did in a mailer.

The race for mayor of 
Seattle is harder to predict. 
Three candidates appear to 
have separated themselves 
from the field, according 
to polling: Bruce Harrell, 
a former council member 
who received the Seat-
tle Times endorsement, 
Council President Lorena 
Gonzalez, and former Chief 
Seattle Club director Colleen 
Echohawk. Each has raised 
around $400,000 and each 
has key endorsements. Two 
others who could surprise 
are former state Rep. Jessyn 
Farrell and Andrew Hous-
ton, who has raised the 
about the same amount as 
the front-runners.

City attorney is an elected 
position in Seattle. What 

are Seattle residents most 
concerned about? Home-
lessness or how the city has 
handled the police depart-
ment? City Attorney Pete 
Holmes could be in trouble. 
A poll showed him at 16% 
to either Anne Davison, 
who ran for Lt. Governor as 
a Republican last year, or 
Nicole Thomas-Kennedy, 
a public defender, both of 
whom were at 14%.

In King County Coun-
cil races, all of the incum-
bents have received a Times 
endorsement, but some 
races will become closer 
because the conservative 
wing of the county coun-
cil of has drawn several 
challengers.

In council District 3, Kathy 
Lambert is the incumbent 
and has over $200,000 to 
call upon for the campaign. 
Her likely November oppo-
nent is Sarah Perry, who 
owns a consulting firm 
and previously worked for 
Seattle University in devel-
opment. Joe Cohen is the 
third person in the race. 
He worked for Sen. Maria 
Cantwell and also for the 
Justice Department. A ques-
tion in this race is whether 
the district — one of the fast-
est growing — has changed 
enough from rural to urban 
to elect Perry? And can Perry 

make a case for “time for a 
change?”

Districts 1 and 5 have 
only two candidates and 
will be decided in Novem-
ber. District 5 incumbent 
Dave Upthegrove and his 
opponent Shukri Olow 
have raised about the 
same amount of money — 
$177,000 at this writing — in 
what insiders believe will be 
a close race in November.

In District 7, Pete von 
Reichbauer is the incum-
bent and has raised almost 
$200,000. Federal Way City 
Councilmember Lydia 
Assefa-Dawson appeared 
in good position to advance 
to the general. But some 
supporters wonder if she 
has taken the race seri-
ously? She has used signs 
with her first name that 
stand out, but they only 
recently started to surface 
in Auburn, which is a major 
part of the of the district. 
She missed free publicity by 
not responding to invita-
tions from the Seattle Times 
and Sound Publishing to 
interview with the Auburn 
Reporter and Federal Way 
Mirror about her candidacy. 
Saudia Abdullah knows 
King County, as she works 
as corrections director in 
adult/juvenile Detention 
and has raised more money 
than Assefa-Dawson. 
Abdullah now appears likely 
to advance to November.

In District 9, Reagan 
Dunn has raised $265,679 
and is expected to face 
Renton City Councilmem-
ber Kim-Khanh Van in 
November. However, it was 
discovered that another 
competitor, Ubax Gard-
heere, had been arrested 
several years ago for causing 
a disturbance on a children’s 
school bus during a mental 

health episode. That usually 
will result in the candidate 
being discounted. Dunn has 
acknowledged his own DUI 
issue previously and wished 
her well.

South King County 
races

Auburn City Council Posi-
tion 4 will likely see incum-
bent Yolanda Trout and 
challenger Hanan Amer 
both advance.

The race for mayor of 
Kent and Kent City Council 
Position 4 will be decided 
in November, as will mayor 
of Federal Way. In Position 
6 of the Kent City Council, 
incumbent Brenda Fincher 
is the front-runner.

Federal Way City Council 
Position 4 is held by Hoang 
Tran. He and Katherine 
Festa are most likely to 
advance. Festa has outraised 
the incumbent, but that will 
change closer to Novem-
ber. The third candidate, 
Daniel Miller, hasn’t raised 
any money. Federal Way 
City Council Position 5 
between incumbent Lean-
dra Craft and challenger Jack 
Walsh will be decided in 
November, as will Position 
2 between incumbent Greg 
Baruso and Erica Norton.

In Federal Way City Coun-
cil Position 6 are four candi-
dates: incumbent Martin 
Moore, who has raised the 
most money; former coun-
cilmember Jack Dovey, who 
was a councilmember when 
the city had the council-
manager form of govern-
ment; along with Adrienne 
Obregon and Renae Seam. 
Moore ran for the Legisla-
ture last year as an indepen-
dent Republican. Dovey has 
been endorsed by main-
stream Republicans. Moore 

and Dovey are the most well 
known of the group. Will 
both advance, or will they 
split the vote? If they split 
the vote, Renae Seam, who 
has been endorsed by King 
County Democrats, is the 
most likely to benefit.

In Renton City Council 
Position 1, Joe Todd and 
James Alberson are likely to 
advance to November. In 
Position 2 with four candi-
dates, incumbent Angelina 
Benedetti has raised $18,863 
with challenger Carmen 
Rivera at $23,050. Both 
appear to be the strongest 
and will advance.

School board races tend 
to be more low key than city 
races, but this year, both 
Federal Way and Kent have 
races worth following.

Kent School Board Posi-
tion 4 has four candidates, 
but no one has raised 
much money. Awale Farah 
is a board member of 
Communities in Schools, 
which positions him with 
knowledge of the district. 
In Position 5, Tim Clark is 
the front-runner and was 
formerly a Kent School 
Board member and Kent 
City Council member. He 
also served on the board of 
Green River College and was 
a teacher for many years.

Federal Way is going 
through a superintendent 
change from Tammy Camp-
bell to Danielle Pfeiffer, 
who has been the deputy 
superintendent for several 
years. She shares Campbell’s 
belief that every student has 
unlimited potential and that 
it is the board and super-
intendent’s job to create a 
welcoming, equitable and 
inclusive environment to 
ensure student success. 
They are committed to 
keeping students in the 

classrooms where they can 
learn.

Incumbent Federal Way 
School Board member 
Trudy Davis shares their 
commitment to student 
success. However, the other 
candidates in Position 4 
have caused some concern 
because they appear to 
have their own agendas. 
Janis Clark has run for the 
Legislature from Tacoma 
more than once, and from 
Federal Way, and now 
wants to be elected to the 
school board. The Tacoma 
News Tribune withdrew 
an endorsement of her 
for another board after it 
learned of her military legal 
problems. Jim Storvick has 
expressed his disagree-
ment with the school board 
for elevating Pfeiffer to 
superintendent. But the 
school board operates as a 
team with the superinten-
dent, and Storvick has been 
critical of the very board 
he wants to join, even 
though the board’s priority 
was to maintain continu-
ity of strong leadership 
and consistency for the 
district’s 23,000 students 
and 3,000 staff, rather than 
disrupt the system with a 
search for new superinten-
dent. Jenny Gallagher has 
also expressed disagree-
ment, but not her ideas for 
improvement.

Voters will find their mail-
box full of campaign litera-
ture in the closing days of 
the primary. Do your home-
work, voters. The health of 
your schools, city govern-
ment and special purpose 
districts depend on your 
choices.

Federal Way resident Bob 
Roegner is a former mayor of 
Auburn. Contact bjroegner@
comcast.net.

BOB ROEGNER

DON C. BRUNELL
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253-200-0846

$99PERMONTH

$99 INSTALLATION

$99DOWN

PLUS

253-200-0846

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

T

is the permanent, clog-free gutter solution!*
ara teed ot to loog f utte

YEARS BACKED

BY THE SEAL

16

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. 
Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by MetalMan Roofing. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and 
installs metal roofing. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life 
partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a 
photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 
eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, 
previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former 
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a 
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United 
States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other 
promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without 
notice prior to reservation. 8/31/2021.Metal Man operates as Metal Man of Seattle in Washington under Lic. 
#604624879

Receive a

$25 Amazon Gift

Cardw/ FREE

in-home estimate!*

FREE
Install
DOES NOT INCLUDE

COST OF MATERIAL.

EXPIRES 8/31/2021.

•ARCHITECTURAL AND DESIGN SUPPORT

• LIFE-TIME WARRANTY

Timeless Protection Guaranteed!

ROOFING

CALL TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE!

BACKED

BY THE SEAL
(253) 201-7764

10% OFF
ALL IN ONE

GUTTER SYSTEM

• Strong enough to withstand the PNW rain

• Will never clog or fill with debris

• Lifetime warranty

WA: PACIFGC809MA   OR: CCB#231981

CALL 

253-480-6822
FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE

OFFER EXPIRES 7/31/2021

Firearm violence in King 
County on upward trend

Firearm violence in King 
County appears to be on an 
upward trend over the past 
few years, according to data 
from the King County Pros-
ecuting Attorney’s Office - 
Crime Strategies Unit.

Data released this month 
shows that half-way through 
2021, law enforcement agen-
cies across the county have 
reported 580 collective inci-
dents in which gunshots were 
fired. The county recorded 
less than 450 shots-fired inci-
dents through the same point 
during 2020, 2019 and 2018.

While the number of shoot-
ing incidents is up around 
33 percent from the four-
year average, the number of 

shooting victims is up around 
61 percent from the four-year 
average.

With just under 200 shoot-
ing victims, 154 non-fatal 
and 42 homicides, the county 
has well surpassed Q1-Q2 
numbers from the last four 
years. Numbers of shooting 
victims from the first halves of 
the last four years have barely 
ever come close to surpassing 
140.

Of the 196 shooting victims, 
85 percent were male, 36 
percent were between the 
ages of 18-24 and 80 percent 
were people of color.

Similar to previous years, 
nearly half of shooting victims, 
both fatal and nonfatal, were 
Black, according to the Shots 
Fired Report. Black people 
make up less than 10 percent 
of the population in King 

County, according to U.S. 
Census data from recent years.

King County Prosecut-
ing Attorney, Dan Satterburg 
called the uptick in shooting 
a “public health crisis,” and 
said there is no single expla-
nation for the trend, but likely 
multiple contributing factors. 
He cited the pandemic, the 
protests and prevalence of 
firearms.

“The violence that has 
occurred has created a signif-
icant workload for the King 
County Superior Court and for 
the prosecutors in my office,” 
said Satterburg. “We now have 
over 250 open murder cases 
that we need to get to court.”

Satterburg said it will take 
some time for the court system 
to work through the backlog of 
cases, which he blamed on the 
pandemic.

Trefts and his peers began 
to notice they could work to 
keep the rats out of a home, 
but not the neighborhood, 
because they were “really 
well established.”

Trefts believes that the 
Puget Sound region has 
more rats per capita than 
New York City, mostly 
because New York has a 
higher population density 
and vertical skyrises that can 
shelter rats.

Near the end of 2020, 
national pest control 
company Orkin ranked Seat-
tle as the 12th rattiest city in 
the country.

Trefts knew that rats 
were rarer in more eastern 
inland urban communities 
like Spokane and Boise, so 
he wondered why the rat 
species in the Puget Sound 
were so pervasive. His 
theory was that the “unique” 
climate and geography of 

the Puget Sound offered 
ecosystems with food and 
shelter that allowed the rats 
to survive independent of 
people.

He believes that wetlands 
and greenbelts surrounding 
the pockets of human devel-
opment offer just “enough 
in the wild that they can live 
on,” breaking the commen-
sal mold in which rat popu-
lations and colonies were 
believed to be almost entirely 
dependent on people and 
their dwellings.

Trefts said even the 
marine intertidal zones of 
the Puget Sound offer great 
scavenging for rats with the 
kelp, dead animals and small 
marine creatures that can 
easily be found on the beach.

If rats have become an 
invasive species in Puget 
Sound ecosystems, how 
is it affecting other native 
species?

Dave Pehling, zoologist 
and researcher at Washing-
ton State University, said it 
is difficult to fully measure 
the extent to which rats 

have established them-
selves in native ecosystems 
because comprehensive 
population data does not 
exist. However, he did say it 
was more than possible for 
rat populations to disperse 
among woodlands and 
greenspaces.

He said wetlands and 
seashores can be rich in food 
for rats. He said rats can be a 
“huge problem” for wetland 
ecosystems in which they 
may prey on native species 
if needed.

He said roof rats have been 
known to get into birds’ nests 
to prey on them, and will 
even eat native mice.

“They can live on 
anything,” Pehling said.

Even though Pehling 
admitted to the possibility 
of widespread invasive rats 
establishing themselves in 
local ecosystems, he main-
tained that rat populations 
are largely a human-driven 
problem.

“Humans are sloppy. They 
throw away nearly half their 
food,” he said.

Rats
From Page 1

By Cameron Sheppard

csheppard@ 

soundpublishing.com
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Vote online @  

vote.auburn-reporter.com

or complete 

the ballot 

below

VOTE NOW  
for this years

BEST OF…

Please mail or bring your completed entry to Best Of... c/o Auburn Reporter: 1010 S. 
336th St., Suite 330, Federal Way 98003. Enter online at vote.auburn-reporter.com. One 
entry per person. All entries must be received by midnight Friday, August 27, 2021. No 
photo copies of ballot please. Faxes are not accepted. Nominee must be a business 
within the Auburn circulation area or licensed in Auburn to be eligible. Entry 
must be at least 50% completed to be counted and please print legibly. 

A U B U R N

REPORTER

Name       Phone   E-Mail 

Address        City     Zip   

ENTER TO WIN! 
Fill out this ballot or go online to

vote.auburn-reporter.com by August 27

People (if multiple locations please specify address)             
Accountant  ________________________________________

Attorney/Law Firm __________________________________

Chiropractor _______________________________________

Dentist  
(Name & Location) __________________________________

Doctor  
(Name & Location) __________________________________

Financial Advisor  
(Name & Location) __________________________________

Hair Salon/Barber Shop ______________________________

Insurance  
(Agent & Company) _________________________________

Medical Facility _____________________________________

Optical ____________________________________________

Orthodontist _______________________________________

Pet Groomer _______________________________________

Real Estate Agent & Company _________________________

Veterinarian Clinic  
(Name & Location) __________________________________

Volunteer __________________________________________

Shopping
Antique/Thrift Shop  _________________________________

Auto Dealership ____________________________________

Auto Supply Store ___________________________________

Gift Store __________________________________________

Grocery Store ______________________________________

Hardware Store _____________________________________

Nursery/Garden Shop ________________________________

Restaurants
Asian  ____________________________________________

Bakery/Desserts ____________________________________

Breakfast __________________________________________

Brewery/Distillery/Winery ____________________________

Burgers ___________________________________________

Catering  __________________________________________

Happy Hour________________________________________

Coffee Stand _______________________________________

Dinner ____________________________________________

Fast Food __________________________________________

Lunch ____________________________________________

Italian ____________________________________________

Mexican ___________________________________________

Pizza _____________________________________________

Services
Auto Service  _______________________________________

Bank  _____________________________________________

Casino  ___________________________________________

Cleaning Services ___________________________________

Computer Repair ____________________________________

Counseling Services  _________________________________

Early Learning/Daycare _______________________________

Family Friendly Entertainment _________________________

Fitness Center/Health Club ____________________________

Nail Salon _________________________________________

New Business (past year) ______________________________

Non-Profit Business _________________________________

Senior Living Community _____________________________

Spa Services _________________________________________

Caring for your pets since 1942

Eric Schneider, DVM
Heather Cullom, MRCVS, DVM

Kimo Jow, DVM
253-833-4510 718 Auburn Way N, Auburn

AuburnVeterinaryHospital.net

Auburn Veterinary Hospital

BRANNAN PARK

RETIREMENT

OF AUBURN

VILLAGE 

CONCEPTS

Thanks for voting us 

Auburn’s Best Senior 

Living Community!

253-736-2800

villageconcepts.com

Let us do the
work for you!

 merry
maids®

Relax. It’s Done.

253.833.6171

merrymaids@merrymaids346.com

Always Looking for New Talent

Visit our

new Auburn 

location at 

205 10th St. NE, 

Suite 119

Dedicated to providing 
sound legal advice and 
quality, cost-effective 

representation.

(253) 833-8855

www.SingletaryLawOffice.com

SINGLETARY

LAW OFFICE PLLC

Estate Planning 

and Probate

INSURANCE NORTHWEST

253-833-5140

leavitt.com/northwest

308 W Main St Auburn, WA 98001

253-833-0870
www.agrishopace.com

20% OFF 
Any One Regular 

Priced Item
Not valid on power equipment, tools or 

gift cards. Cannot be combined with other 

offers or coupons. Expires 8/31/2021

Serendipity
Spa & Wellness Center                          

Health Care

Acupuncture
Medical Massages
Relaxing Massages

Auto Accidents
Fast Sciatic Pain Relief

Reiki

Skin Care

European Facials
Anti-Aging Facials

Brow & Lash Tinting
Professional Peels

Dermaplaning
Acne Management

Microneedling
Brazilian Waxing

www.SerendipitySpa.net

Easy Online 
Booking 

NATURAL HEALTH & SKIN CARE

(253) 394-1466
Most Insurance Accepted

FREE Consultation | Family Owned 
Accepting New Patients

Member Based Medicine

4329 A St SE Ste F, Auburn

(253) 929-6413 • docereim.com

F
RUGALS

The Best Burger
(a little) Money Can Buy!

Get Your 
FRUGAL FIX Today!

Thank You 
for Your Votes!

legendarydoughnuts.com

Not your average doughnut.

One Grilled Panini
*One discount per customer. Expires 8/31/2021

50% OFF

 5 0 1  A U B U R N  W A Y  N .  

W A Y S C A R F F F O R D . C O M

2 5 3 . 8 3 3 . 1 5 0 0

BEST OF AUBURN

FOR THE LAST 11 YEARS!

112 East Main Street, 
Downtown Auburn 

(253) 833-1880

American &
Italian Food
Lounge &

Banquet Room

206-851-7182 
darcib@johnlscott.com

Genuine Care
Personal Service 
Taking Care of  

People for 25+ yrs

Dine in
Outdoor Dining

Drive-Thru  
(pre call orders)

1316 Outlet Collection Way, 
Auburn (by the Mall)
253-931-0015

LosCabosMexicanRestuarant.com

      

Auburn’s 

Best Locally 

Owned 

Grocery 

Store!
102 Cross St. SE

(253) 333-0442

groceryoutlet.com

Best of Auburn
Thanks for 

voting for us!

Our Business is 
Knowing Your Business

300 M Street NE, Auburn

253-939-8334
www.innovative-accounting.com

Formerly Rarey-Olson CPA’s

13,000 square feet of antiques 
and collectibles from over 

100 DEALERS.

7 days a week • 10 am - 6 pm

YourAntiqueMarketplace.com
(253) 397-4160 • 1809 Howard Rd

Former school nurse sentenced for sexual misconduct with a minor

A former school nurse in 
Federal Way has been found 
guilty of sexual misconduct 
with a minor and must regis-
ter as a sex offender, according 
to King County Superior Court 
documents.

Mark David Glenn, 52, of 
Auburn, was charged with 
third-degree child rape, second-
degree sexual misconduct with a 
minor and communication with 
a minor for immoral purposes 
on Jan. 8, 2020, in King County 
Superior Court.

On July 16, Glenn was 
sentenced for one count of 
second-degree sexual miscon-
duct with a minor, which is a 
gross misdemeanor in Washing-
ton state. He was also sentenced 
to 364 days in jail, which has 

been satisfied with electronic 
home detention, according to 
sentencing documents.

As a result of the verdict, 
Glenn must register as a sex 
offender for the next 10 years.

Glenn was employed by a 

third-party agency as a nurse 
with the Federal Way Public 
Schools district from Dec. 2018 
through Sept. 2019. During his 
time with the district, he worked 
at 20 different schools, including 
elementary and middle schools 

as well as four of the district’s 
high schools.

The school nurse’s office is 
where Glenn met with each of 
his three victims and where 
his alleged sexual misconduct 
occurred, charging documents 
stated.

In Oct. 2019, the district was 
made aware of Glenn’s sexual 
contact with a 15-year-old 
student that began the prior 
spring. In March 2019, Glenn 
began to spend time in the 
nurse’s office alone with the 
student, where she said he made 
sexual comments and compli-
mented her appearance, the 
documents state. On several 
occasions, Glenn allegedly 
touched the girl inappropriately, 
had her sit on his lap and asked 
if she could touch him.

While communicating with 
the girl on Kik, a messaging app, 
Glenn allegedly sent the victim a 
photo of his genitals and a video 
of him masturbating, asking for 
the girl to send him a sexually 
explicit video in return, to which 

she declined.
In the spring of 2019, Glenn 

picked up the girl and parked 
by a trailhead near a Federal 
Way water park. He then began 
to rape her while also touching 
himself, the charging documents 
stated.

While working at Todd Beamer 
High School, Glenn asked a 
second victim — a 17-year-old 
girl — inappropriate questions 
about her body and asked her 
to remove her pants while the 
girl was in the nurse’s office for 
a minor injury.

A 16-year-old girl, the third 
victim, also said Glenn touched 
her inappropriately multiple 
times.

Glenn pleaded not guilty on 
Jan. 23, 2020, but was placed 
back in custody on Feb. 29, 2020, 
after he allegedly threatened to 
carry out a mass shooting, the 
Mirror previously reported.

In Dec. 2020, Glenn lost his 
nursing license from the Wash-
ington State Department of 
Health.

Mark David Glenn, an 
Auburn resident, must 
register as a sex offender.

By Olivia Sullivan

osullivan@fedwaymirror.com

SOUND PUBLISHING FILE PHOTO

Mark David Glenn pleaded not guilty in January 2020 to charges of child 
rape and sexual misconduct involving three Todd Beamer High School 
students. 
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real estate
for rent - WA

Apartments for Rent 

King County

KENT

Scenic Vista
Senior 

Apartments
26404 104th Ave SE

Kent, WA 98030
 Beautiful 1 BR  
units available

$1287/mo. 
Full Size 

Washer/ Dryer
 in all units.

Section 8 accepted.
Income Limits Apply.

    

Call Susan 
253-520-9876

TDD: 711
    

This Institution is an Equal
Opportunity Provider and

Employer

real estate
rentals

Commercial Rentals

Office/Commercial

OFFICE FOR RENT -  
KENT

1-2 Person office(s)
$450 a month
In Quiet Senior 

Building
26404 104th Ave SE

Call Susan 
(253)520-9876

announcements

Announcements

A DV E RT I S E  S TAT E - 
WIDE with a $325 clas- 
sified listing or $1,575  
for a display ad. Call this  
newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for de- 
tails.

DO YOU OWE OVER  
$10k to the IRS in back  
taxes? Our firm works to  
reduce the tax bi l l  or  
zero it out completely  
FAST. Let us help! Call  
888-994-1405. (Hours:  
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm PDT).

G E N E R A C  S t a n d b y  
G e n e r a t o r s  p r o v i d e  
backup power dur ing  
utility power outages, so  
your home and family  
s t ay  s a fe  a n d  c o m - 
for table. Prepare now.  
Free 7-year extended  
warranty ($695 value!).  
Request a free quote to- 
day! Call for additional  
terms and conditions.  
1-888-674-7053.

POKER CHIPS WANT- 
ED. Collector searching  
fo r  r e a l  c h i p s  f r o m  
closed casinos and card  
rooms. Prefer sets of  
chips in quantity, not sin- 
gles. Contact. 

chipslyllc@gmail.com

SAVE UP TO 80% ON  
YOUR MEDICATION.  
Eliquis, Xarelto, Viagra,  
Cialis & more! Licensed  
& Certified. Lowest price  
guaranteed. Call 
877-446-0347 & get free  
shipping on your first or- 
der. (Open M-F)

legals

Legal Notices

Commercial Construc- 
tion & Maintenance Inc,  
Paul Pence, 3664 Guy- 
t o n  R d  H o o v e r ,  A L  
35244-4300, is  seeking  
c ove r a g e  u n d e r  t h e  
Washington State De- 
par tment of Ecology’s  
Construction Stormwater  
N P D E S   a n d  S t a t e  
Waste Discharge Gener- 
al Permit.   
The proposed project,  
Auburn Way Retail Cen- 
ter,  is located at 120  
49th St NE in Auburn in  
King county.   This pro- 
ject involves 1.96 acres  
of soil disturbance for  
commercial construction  
activities.   The receiving  
wa te rbody  i s  an  un- 
named stream adjacent  
to 86th Ave South.   
Any persons desiring to  
present their views to  
the Washington State  
Department of Ecology  
regarding  this Applica- 
t ion,  or  in terested in  
Ecology’s action on this  
Application, may notify  
Ecology in wr i t ing no   
later than 30 days of the  
last date of publication of  
this notice. Ecology re- 
views public comments  
and   considers whether  
discharges from this pro- 
ject would cause a mea- 
surable change in re- 
ceiving water  quality,  
and, if so, whether the  
project is necessary and  
in the overriding public  
interest according to Tier   
II anti-degradation re- 
quirements under WAC  
173-201A-320.   
Comments can be sub- 
mitted to:  
ecyrewqianoi@
ecy.wa.gov, or  
ATTN: Water  Qua l i t y  
Program, Construction  
Stormwater  
Washington State De- 
partment of Ecology  
P.O. Box 47696  
O lympia ,  WA 98504- 
7696 
#933590
7/30/21, 8/6/21

jobs

Employment

General

CARRIER  
ROUTES  

AVAILABLE

IN YOUR AREA

Call Today
253-872-6610

HELP WANTED. Must  
have open availability.  
We will train. Starts at  
$14/ hour. Apply in per- 
son at The Pie Goddess  
1100 Griffin Ave, Enum- 
claw or call (253)230- 
1235, leave message.

PA R T  T I M E  H E L P  
WANTED. W i l l  t ra i n .  
Robin Hood Pizza, Bon- 
ney  Lake. (253 )299- 
6500.

Employment

Recreation/Sports

 

The City of Kent is  
looking to fill multiple  
part-time positions  

within our Parks 
Department for kid  
and teen programs. 

You must apply online  
by accessing our

 website at 
www.kentwa.gov/jobs 
View each job posting  
for specific application  

and position 
requirements.

stuff

Appliances

NEW APPLIANCES
UP TO 70% OFF

All Manufacturer Small  
Ding’s, Dents, Scratches  

and Factory Imperfec- 
tions

 *Under Warranty*
For Inquiries, Call or Visit

Appliance Distributors @
14639 Tukwila Intl. Blvd.

206-244-6966

STAINLESS 
APPLIANCE 
PACKAGE

$1499
Refrigerator, Range &  

Dishwasher
*New Under Warranty*

Call Credit Dept.
206-244-6966

 Auctions/

Estate Sales

Auburn  -  Publ ic Auc- 
tion/Landlord Lien Fore- 
closure Sale - 8/11/21 at  
10:00 AM - 1968 STAX  
55CT X 20 mobile home  
VIN: S4947XU, Leisure  
Mano r  Mob i l e  Home  
Park #68  2302 R St SE  
(206) 941-1001

Auburn  -  Publ ic Auc- 
tion/Landlord Lien Fore- 
closure Sale - 8/12/21 at  
10:00 AM - 1974 KIRK  
51 X 12 mobile home  
VIN: 11805110, Forest  
Villa Manor #14  4205  
A u b u r n  W a y  S   
(206) 941-1001

garage sales - WA

Garage/Moving Sales

General

Covington
Mul t i -Fami ly  Cu l -De- 
Sac/ Garage Sale. Sat- 
urday,  Ju ly  31,  8AM- 
4PM. Four families par- 
ticipating. A variety of  
household goods such  
as a room heater, bike,  
golfing, furniture, paper  
crafting, clothing, books,  
etc. Cul-de-sac at SE  
261st Street

Enumclaw
Garage/ Craf t  Supply  
Sale. Semanski Farms,  
2751 Olie Ann Pl. Stam- 
pin Up stamps, scrap- 
booking paper and sup- 
plies, quilting fabric, kids  
toys, kids clothes, and  
household i tems. July  
30th to Aug 1st, 9AM- 
3PM

transportation

Auto Events/ 

Auctions

ABANDONED 
VEHICLE AUCTION
Wednesday, 8/4/21
Preview 9:00 AM
Auction 10:00 AM

A-Seattle Towing, LLC
13226 1st Ave S.

Burien
206-856-1388

www.aseattletowing.com

RICK’S Two Way  
Towing

Abandoned Vehicle  
Auction; Aug. 3, 2021
 Viewing @ 11:00am 
Auction @ 12:00pm  

3124 A ST SE 
AUBURN, WA 98002 

888-433-9007

Get the ball rolling...
Call 800-388-2527 today

Auto Events/ 

Auctions

AUCTION NOTICE
to be held on

Facebook LIVE
facebook.com/

auburnvalleytowing/
Due to Covid-19 the  

auction will be held on  
our Facebook page until  

further notice.
Auburn Valley Towing
3214 “A” Street SE
Auburn, WA 98002

Phone: 253-833-6662 
SALE: 8/3/2021 at 

12:00 pm
Inspection starting at:  

10:00 am

Miscellaneous Autos

ABANDONED
VEHICLE
AUCTION

Special Interest  
Towing

25923 78th Ave S. 
Kent, WA 98032

Every Tuesday
at 11 AM

Viewing at 10 AM

(253) 854-7240

Motorhomes

WANTED:
Motorhome or truck  

and trailer. Will consid- 
er any types or sizes.  
Will pay CASH. 360- 

434-3993

Vehicles Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR  
TO CHARITY. Receive  
maximum value of write  
off for your taxes. Run- 
n i n g  o r  n o t !  
All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup. Call for de- 
tails, 855-635-4229.

LOOKING FOR first &  
s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  
Dodge Ram and any  
other  new or  o lder  
diesel or gas trucks.  
Any make or model.  
Cash paid on the spot.  
(360)434-3993.

 PNW  MarketPlace!
click! www.nw-ads.com email! classifi ed@soundpublishing.com call toll free! 1.888.399.3999 or 1.800.388.2527click! www.soundclassifieds.com   email! classified@soundpublishing.com   call toll free! 1.888.399.3999 or 1.800.388.2527

Home Services

General Contractors

Kitchen, Bath 
Remodeling &  

Emergency  
Plumbing 

Custom Handmade  
Cabinets & Vanities,

Laminated 
Countertops,

Showers, Tubs, 
Toilets, Paint, 

Floors & More. 
Water Heater 
Replacement 

 Dan (253)370-6939
Daniel (253)448-9976
Lic # KBMASML823PW  

Bonded & Insured

KandBMasters.com
KandBMasters@gmail.com

Home Services

Handyperson

PUGET SOUND
 CONSTRUCTION

  Interior / Exterior 
Painting and 

Home Repairs
Build Wood Decks

 and Fences
Patio Covers

253-350-3231
#PUGETSC038KA

Home Services

Landscape Services

A-1 SHEER
GARDENING &  
LANDSCAPING

* Cleanup * Trim
 * Weed * Prune * Sod  

* Seed * Bark  
* Retaining Wall

* Backhoe * Patios
   425-226-3911 Ofc 
206-226-3345 Cell

  Lic# A1SHEGL034JM

Get the ball rolling...
Call 800-388-2527 today

Classifieds - We’ve got you 

covered - 1-800-388-2527

Find your perfect pet 
in the classifieds

www.SoundClassifieds.com

Find It. Buy It. Sell It.

Looking for the ride

of your life?

www.SoundClassifieds.com

Home Services

Landscape Services

HI MARK
LANDSCAPING &  

GARDENING

Special Spring

 Clean-up

 DTree Service  DHauling
 DWeeding  DPruning
 DHedge Trim  DFence
 DConcrete  DBark
 D New Sod & Seed 
 DBlock Retaining Wall
 DAerating & Thatching
 DRemodeling Kitchen &
 DBath & Painting
 *  Pressure Washing *

Senior Discount

FREE ESTIMATE

206-387-6100
Lic#HIMARML924JB

LATINO’S
LAWN & GARDEN

ALL LANDSCAPING
   Fence repair & new  

fence installation,
Blackberry Removal,   

Gutter & Roof Cleaning
 Retaining wall

AND MUCH MORE.

Check us out Online
www.latinoslawn
andgarden.com

www.latinoslawnandgarden.com 

CCLATINLG894P5
 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

LOWEST PRICE
Free Estimates
Senior Discount

Lic/Bonded/Insured

CALL JOSE
206-250-9073

Home Services

Tree/Shrub Care

TREE SERVICE

Tree Trimming
and Pruning

Medium size removal.
Stump Grinding. Roof  
and Gutter Cleaning.
Excavator Services.

ALL YARD WORK  
AND LANDSCAPING

  

CCLATINLG894P5
 

Satisfaction Guaranteed
LOWEST PRICE
Free Estimates
Senior Discount

Lic/Bonded/Insured

(206) 250-9705

Service Directory

Reach your goals,

Advertise today!
Over 85 percent of our community

newspaper readers check the 

classified ads, and 73 percent of 

customers report an excellent

respononse to a classified ad.

SOUNDCLASSIFIEDS.COM
1.800.388.2527 • Classifieds@soundpublishing.com

 Soundclassifieds.com •  1-800-388-2527 • 

ations 

visit soundclassifieds.com • call toll free 1-800-388-2527 • email classifieds@soundpublishing.comvisit soundclassifieds.com • call toll free 1-800-388-2527 • email classifieds@soundpublishing.comvisit soundclassifieds.com • call toll free 1-800-388-2527 • email classifieds@soundpublishing.com

Are you searching for a better job or a more reliable car? Have you outgrown your apartment? Are you looking  to get rid of 
that old couch and chair sitting in the garage? Whether you’re buying or selling, Sound Classifieds has it all. From automobiles 

and employment to real estate and household goods, you’ll find everything you need in the Sound Classifieds.

Measuring up to
your expectations
one ad at a time.

Put Sound Classifieds to work for you!

 Soundclassifieds.com •  1-800-388-2527 • visit soundclassifieds.com • call toll free 1-800-388-2527 • email classifieds@soundpublishing.comvisit soundclassifieds.com • call toll free 1-800-388-2527 • email classifieds@soundpublishing.com

our goals !

SOUND classifieds - in Print & Online
visit soundclassifieds.com • call toll free 1-800-388-2527 • email classifieds@soundpublishing.com

Are you searching for a better job or a more reliable car? Have you outgrown your apartment? Are you looking  to get rid of 
that old couch and chair sitting in the garage? Whether you’re buying or selling, Sound Classifieds has it all. From automobiles 

and employment to real estate and household goods, you’ll find everything you need in the Sound Classifieds.

 Soundclassifieds.com •  1-800-388-2527 • visit soundclassifieds.com • call toll free 1-800-388-2527 • email classifieds@soundpublishing.comvisit soundclassifieds.com • call toll free 1-800-388-2527 • email classifieds@soundpublishing.comvisit soundclassifieds.com • call toll free 1-800-388-2527 • email classifieds@soundpublishing.com

Are you searching for a better job or a more reliable car? Have you outgrown your apartment? Are you looking  to get rid of 
that old couch and chair sitting in the garage? Whether you’re buying or selling, Sound Classifieds has it all. From automobiles 

and employment to real estate and household goods, you’ll find everything you need in the Sound Classifieds.

Here’s a great idea!

Advertise with us!

SOUNDCLASSIFIEDS.COM

1-800-388-2527

email: classifieds@soundpublishing.com

Think Inside the Box

Advertise in your

local community

newspaper and on

the web with just

one phone call.

Call 800-388-2527

for more information.

Count on us to get

the word out

Reach thousands of

readers when you

advertise in your

local community

newspaper and online!

Call: 800-388-2527

Fax: 360-598-6800

E-mail:

classified@

soundpublishing.com

Go online:

www.SoundClassifieds.com

Reach readers the
daily newspapers miss

when you advertise
in the Classifi eds.
1-800-388-2527 or

www.SoundClassifi eds.com

Face covering recommendation in indoor public spaces expands

Several local health officers from 
across the Puget Sound region are 
joining together to recommend that 
everyone wear facial coverings when 
in indoor public settings where vacci-
nation status is unknown, according 
to a July 26 media release from Public 
Health – Seattle & King County.

The recommendation from 
several local health jurisdictions 
underscores that wearing a mask 
is an effective and simple measure 
that people can take to add an extra 
layer of protection for themselves 
and their community at a time when 
rates of COVID-19 are increasing in 
the region and around the country, 
according to the release.

In King County, similar to other 
parts of the region and country, 
COVID-19 rates are on the rise, 
largely due to the spread of the more 
contagious delta variant and increas-
ing activities as restrictions have been 
lifted.

King County Health Officer Dr. 

Jeffrey Duchin issued July 26 an 
updated health officer directive for 
King County to reflect the new guid-
ance that strongly recommends 
people wear masks in indoor public 
settings. Universal masking in indoor 
public spaces provides a more reli-
able way to ensure everyone is safer 
as we monitor the current increas-
ing disease trends. This extra layer 
of protection is intended for settings 
like grocery stores, restaurants, retail, 
theaters, and entertainment estab-
lishments, where people can’t be sure 
everyone is vaccinated.

The joint statement issued by 
several local health officers under-
scores the importance of masking as 
an extra layer of protection.

“The health officers of King, Pierce, 
Snohomish, Kitsap, Clallam, Jeffer-
son, San Juan and Grays Harbor 
counties have joined together to pass 
on their best public health advice to 
protect you, your family, and our 
communities,” according to the state-
ment. “We recommend all residents 
wear facial coverings when in indoor 
public settings where the vaccina-
tion status of those around you is 
unknown. This step will help reduce 
the risk of COVID-19 to the public, 
including customers and workers, 
help stem the increase in COVID-19 

cases and hospitalizations in many 
parts of the state, and decrease the 
spread of the highly contagious delta 
variant.

Vaccinations are our best defense 
against COVID-19 and are safe, effec-
tive, and readily available for every-
one age 12 and over. Please get yours 
immediately if you are not already 
vaccinated.”

Duchin said in his public briefing 
July 23 the reasons behind wearing 
face coverings.

“The delta variant presents a signif-
icant new threat, but we have great 
tools at our disposal to fight COVID-
19, most important, our vaccines, 
which continue to do an excellent 
job of what they’re intended to do – 
prevent serious illness,” Duchin said. 
“But, until we’re further down the 
road, and in a safer and more stable 
place, it makes sense to continue to 
take advantage of effective measures 
to reduce our risk.

“Wearing a mask in indoor public 
settings where not everyone is known 
to be vaccinated is easy and effective 
and provides an extra layer of protec-
tion for all and allows us to more 
safely get back to doing the things we 
want to do and need to do.”

Washington state already requires 
unvaccinated people to wear masks 

in indoor public settings, although in 
stores and other public spaces, there 
is no practical way to know who is 
vaccinated and who isn’t. For this 
reason, universal masking in indoor 
public spaces provides a more reli-
able way to ensure everyone is safer 
as we monitor the current increasing 
disease trends.

Masking in public spaces is also 
beneficial for those who are in close 
contact with someone at increased 
risk, to model mask-wearing for chil-
dren, and to protect from other respi-
ratory illnesses or allergens.

The vast majority of COVID-19 
cases, hospitalizations, and deaths 
occur in unvaccinated people, 
according to the media release. Vacci-
nation is the single most important 
thing people can do to protect them-
selves and those in the community. 
But no vaccine provides 100% protec-
tion; a small percentage of vaccinated 
people may develop COVID-19 
and be able to pass the infection to 
others, although this is much less 
likely than for unvaccinated people. 
When vaccinated people do become 
infected, their illness is typically not 
serious.

Wearing a mask in indoor public 
spaces helps protect us all, including 
those who are unable to be protected 

by the vaccine, such as the 300,000 
children in King County who aren’t 
able to get vaccinated yet, and the 
many thousands of people who have 
immune systems that are weakened 
or suppressed.

In addition to masking, improv-
ing airflow and ventilation in public 
spaces are critical steps to reduce the 
risk of COVID-19 indoors. COVID-19 
builds up in closed spaces as infected 
people breathe, and the risk increases 
where people are singing, shouting, 
or exercising, and with closer contact 
and longer exposure.

Windows and doors should 
be opened whenever possible to 
maximize the movement of air. 
Building and business owners 
should evaluate their HVAC 
systems to increase outside 
airflow, upgrade filtration where 
possible and consider the need 
for portable HEPA filtration.

Public Health – Seattle & King 
County also reminds the public that 
if you have even mild symptoms, 
whether or not you’re vaccinated, 
get a COVID-19 test and quarantine 
yourself away from others while you 
wait for your results. Information on 
where to get tested for COVID-19 is 
available at King County’s COVID-19 
testing webpage.

King County joins  
several counties on the 
new health directive.

By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com

STAY 
CONNECTED.

your local news, 
in print and online.
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Call today for a free quote

(253) 285-1473
ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 7/31/21 °New orders only. Other restrictions may apply. Cannot be 

combined with any other offers. VISIT WEBSITE FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 

OR#213202 | WA#PACIFBC810JJ | NV#0086030 | AZ#327444

Installed in as little as

A DAY OR TWO!

$1,000 OFF

JULY

OFFER

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the 

State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/area. Limitations and exclusions apply. 

© 2021 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Y0066_210113_052539_M CST32839

United healthcare Dual Complete plan includes many extra benefits at 

no extra cost to you. Benefits may include:

$3,000 for 
comprehensive 
dental services

uhccp.com/WAdual

There’s more for you. Call today. 

1-877-276-3413, TTY 711 
Sí, hablo su idioma.

Up to $1,180 yearly on a debit card to buy over-the-counter 

products at many retailers or for home delivery 

Routine hearing exam and $2,000 allowance toward hearing aids

0 copays on all tiers of generic and name brand medications

Single-use plastic bag ban 
begins Oct. 1 in Washington

Washingtonians will 
begin to see fewer plas-
tic bags littering the state’s 
roadsides, parks and 
streams beginning Oct. 1 
when the statewide plas-
tic bag ban goes into effect, 
prohibiting the distribution 
of single-use plastic carry-
out bags by restaurants, 
retail, small vendors and 
grocery stores.

The ban had been origi-
nally scheduled to begin Jan. 
1, 2021, but the limited avail-
ability of compliant bags 
prompted Gov. Jay Inslee to 
delay it through a proclama-
tion. The proclamation was 
recently rescinded.

“Single-use plastic bags 
are not easily recyclable, 
which makes managing 
them at the end of their lives 
almost impossible,” said 
Laurie Davies, manager of 
the Department of Ecology’s 
Solid Waste Management 
Program. “Reducing their 
use will protect our rivers 

and streams, and help our 
recycling system run more 
efficiently.”

Plastic bags are a common 
form of pollution that threat-
ens human health, wild-
life and the environment. 
Harmful chemicals are 
released when plastics are 
produced, used, inciner-
ated, or slowly disintegrate 
into microscopic particles. 
Plastic bags are also a major 
contaminant in Washing-
ton’s recycling system that 
clog sorting machines and 
put workers’ safety at risk.

Ecology recommends 
people invest in reusable 
bags for groceries or to carry 
out food from restaurants. 
Like any reusable item, reus-
able bags should be washed 
and properly stored after 
each use.

If customers choose to use 
compliant plastic or paper 
bags offered by a merchant, 
the law requires the busi-
ness to charge 8 cents per 
bag. That 8-cent charge is 
not a tax; it is a sale kept 

entirely by the merchant 
to provide an incentive for 
customers to bring their 
own bags and to recoup the 
costs for the more durable 
compliant bags.

Food banks and pantries, 
and individuals receiving 
food stamps, WIC, SNAP, 
or other government assis-
tance are not subject to the 
8-cent charge. Some single-
use plastic bags are exempt 
from the law, including 
plastics to wrap meats and 
produce, bags for prescrip-
tions, and newspaper or dry-
cleaning bags.

The Washington Legis-
lature has been focused on 
reducing the use of single-
use plastics in the state for 
several years. In 2021, a 
new law aimed at doing just 
that was passed. Ecology 
is implementing the new 
law. It will increase recy-
cled content in bottles and 
trash bags, and drive devel-
opment of new markets for 
Washington’s recyclable 
plastic.

Reporter Staff

PROTECT 
OUR 
PLANET...

RECYCLE THIS 
NEWSPAPER.
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