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Girl charged with second-degree murder in jogger’s death

A 15-year-old SeaTac girl alleg-
edly tried to bump a jogger with 
her vehicle to “scare him” on an 
early Sunday morning in July in 
Maple Valley when she reportedly 
struck the man and killed him.

King County prosecutors 
filed charges of second-degree 
murder and hit-and-run on Sept. 
14 against Kasama Z. Smith, who 
reportedly was driving a 2004 
Toyota Camry that hit and killed 

Gregory Moore, 53, of Maple 
Valley just after 6 a.m. on July 18 
in the 23800 block of Southeast 
216th Street.

“I’m going to scare him, I’m 
going to bump him,” Smith report-
edly told a friend riding with her 
in the car as they approached 
a man running on the side of 
the road, according to charging 
papers and an interview of the 
friend by a King County Sheriff’s 
Office detective.

Smith then reportedly hit 
Moore and left the scene, along 

with another vehicle traveling 
with her and behind her.

The friend in the other vehi-
cle told detectives that Smith 
had taken the Camry from her 
godmother and that she took 
her mom’s car and was driving it 
alone behind Smith. She said she 
heard a loud bang and saw some-
thing fly into the air. She estimated 
they were going about 50 mph (in 
a 35 mph zone).

She said the Camry swerved 
and straightened out and that 
they continued driving. They 

eventually made a right turn and 
stopped to look at the car.

“They were freaking out,” the 
friend said.

After Smith returned home, she 
reportedly told her godmother 
that she lives with in SeaTac that 
somebody had hit the Toyota 
Camry with a bat and that’s why 
it had damage. Smith did not 
have permission to use the car, 
but denied to her godmother that 
she drove it.

A relative of Smith told the 
godmother just over a week 

ago that Smith had reportedly 
hit somebody with the car. The 
godmother later watched a news 
video that showed the Toyota 
Camry detectives were looking for. 
The godmother contacted Smith’s 
father.

Smith reportedly admitted to 
her father that she hit the man 
with the car, according to charg-
ing documents.

Detectives used headlight frag-
ments found near the scene of the 

By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com

Kent’s West Hill water tower keeps on rising

An eventual 16-story water 
tower continues to grow taller 
on Kent’s West Hill.

Crews are busy building the 
$8.4 million reservoir at a former 
small city park at 24731 38th Ave. 
S., near Military Road South.

The project is scheduled to be 
completed by fall 2022, said city 
of Kent Public Works Director 
Chad Bieren in a Sept. 13 email.

“The steel will be erected 
throughout the fall/winter of 
2021/2022 and will be topped 
off in the spring of 2022,” 
Bieren said. “The reservoir 
will be cleaned, coated, filled 
and tested before putting into 
service.”

Construction began in March 
on the project by Anacortes-
based T Bailey Inc. The project 
will be paid for from the city’s 
water utility fund, covered by 
ratepayer fees.

The Kent City Council unani-
mously approved in November 
2019 the transfer of a 0.65 acre-
city park to the Public Works 
Department from the Parks 
Department to build the water 
storage tank near South 248th 
Street and Military Road South. 
Public Works paid the Parks 
Department $520,000 (set by 
an appraiser) for the land, with 
those funds to be used for park 
expansions, improvements or 
acquisitions on the West Hill.

The council in September 
2019 delayed a vote on the 
removal of the undeveloped 

Kronisch Park after several 
people testified they wanted city 
officials to find a different spot 
for the 165-foot tower in order 
to preserve the park and keep 
such a tall tower away from their 

business or home.
City staff said the 5-million 

gallon drinking water reser-
voir is needed to address a 
water storage and fire flow defi-
ciency in the West Hill water 

service area. The reservoir will 
ensure that residents and busi-
nesses have adequate water 
supply during peak demand 
and provide necessary fire flow 
storage for fighting fires.

”Completion of the tank will 
provide necessary storage for 
meeting demands of fire protec-
tion, along with the daily needs 
of customers for the next 50 
years,” Bieren said.

By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com

Kent City Council grants rent relief to Half Lion Public House

Half Lion Public House at the 
Riverbend Golf Complex will get a 
17-month rent waiver from the city 
of Kent to help keep the restaurant 
open amid the financial impact of 
COVID-19 on the business.

The Kent City Council approved 
the rent break of $3,000 per month 
(a total of $51,000) from March 2020 
through August 2021 at its Sept. 7 
meeting. Owners of the restaurant/
bar must start paying rent again this 
month.

”I think COVID impacted a lot 
of us,” Councilmember Bill Boyce 
said. “We’ve been through several 
restaurants there. Many walked 
away still owing the city. I don’t 
want to go there again. Half Lion 
was doing well prior to COVID.

“If we get them through COVID 
and get them sustained, it’ll be 
good in the long run for the city and 
for Half Lion, so I strongly support 
this.”

Sumner-based Half Lion opened 
in June 2019 at the city-owned 
Riverbend Golf Complex, 2019 W. 
Meeker St. The company agreed to 

a 10-year lease. But less than a year 
after opening, the pandemic struck.

City parks director Julie Para-
scondola told the council that state 
restrictions meant Half Lion for six 
months could have no customers 
inside, seven months at just 25% 
capacity and three months at 50%.

“It was not just about the capac-
ity. They also had limited hours,” 
she said.

City leaders also approved no 
monthly lease increases for Half 
Lion until 2023, so the monthly rate 
will remain at $3,000 until going to 
$3,090 in year five of the lease.

Half Lion also received a delay in 
paying utilities, although it will have 
to pay back the utilities owed over 
a five-year period with 8% interest.

“Half Lion is a new restaurant 
and still building their brand,” Para-
scondola said. “They were there 10 
months (before restrictions) and 
just rebuilt the whole interior and 
used their reserves for that.”

Parascondola said without the 
financial breaks Half Lion would 
close and the city would be left 
looking for a new tenant to run a 
restaurant.

“There is no market for 

restaurants, especially during 
COVID,” she said.

It also helps the city-owned golf 
course attract business if golfers 
have a restaurant/bar to go to after 
playing, Parascondola said. She 
added the city staff waited to make 
recommendations about the lease 
agreement due to the uncertainty of 
how long the pandemic would last.

“We made a false assumption 
that it would not last too long,” 
said Parascondola who added staff 
didn’t want to keep coming back to 
the council with adjustments to the 
contract.

Councilmember Marli Larimer 
said it makes sense for the city to 
help out a tenant because city lead-
ers have been asking other land-
lords to help out tenants during the 
pandemic.

“For many years we did not have 
a restaurant there, so it’s vital for 
the community to do this,” Larimer 
said.

City staff changed up the 
initial lease agreement with Half 
Lion two years ago to paying a 
straight monthly rate after more 

By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com

See DEATH, Page 4

Crews work on a 16-story water reservoir on the West Hill in Kent near Military Road South and South 248th Street.  COURTESY PHOTO, CITY OF KENT

COURTESY PHOTO, HALF LION

The Half Lion Public House at the city-owned Riverbend Golf Complex in 
Kent reached an agreement with city officials on a lease break due to the 
impact of COVID-19 on business. See COUNCIL, Page 4
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Animal Health Care Center
504 Renton Ctr. Wy. SW #3; Renton • 425-203-9000 • www.AHRenton.com

HAVE YOU HEARD?
We Offer Pet Adoption Discounts

A new and affordable 
way to care for your 
adopted pet

Available to:
• New Pets 

• Rescue/Shelter Pets

• Adoption Pets 

• Special Needs Pets

Receive these discounts 
on all services:
• 25% off First Year

• 20% off Second Year

• 20% off Third Year

Special additional 
discounts for 

Rescue Groups

 “A great deal isn’t just 

about what you pay 

It’s about what you get 

for what you pay.”

Quality & Compassionate care for your pet2010-2015, 

2019 & 2021

non-corporate, family owned business

To register for these free online classes, please email 

southseattle@comfortkeepers.com or call 253-945-1400

Join our Online Zoom classes

For Your Senior Care Needs

COMFORT KEEPERS, 
Essential In-Home Care

253-945-1400
www.ComfortKeepers.com  

Our Comfort Keepers® help keep 
minds, bodies and lives active, 

happy and healthy.

In-Home Companion Care  •  Personal Care 

Incidental Transportation  •  Meal Preparation

Swindling Seniors through Scams & Schemes • Zoom Wed, 9/8/2021 @ 10 am 
Presented by Greg Reith, Threat Intelligent Lead

What Are My Options When I Need a Caregiver?  
Zoom Wed, 9/15/2021 @ 10 am 
Presented by Sheila Goodfellow, CSA, & Dru Reith, Client Care Coordinator, 
Comfort Keepers

Walk On! - Living Well with Foot Pain  •  Zoom Thurs, 9/23/2021 @ 10 am 
Presented by Brett Neilson, DPT Physical Therapist, Outpatient Physical 
Therapy And Sports Rehabilitation

Estate Planning  •  Zoom Thurs, 9/30/2021 @ 10 am 
Presented by Eldercare Attorney Michelle Seibenaler

CARSTAR AT 272nd

HIGH QUALITY  

COLLISION REPAIR

CONTACT-FREE SERVICES

NATIONWIDE WARRANTY

24/7 ACCIDENT 

ASSISTANCE

SYNCHRONY FINANCING 

AVAILABLE

(206) 651-7816

27030 Pacific Hwy South, Kent

carstar.com/locations/WA/KENT-15528

INSURANCE CLAIMS ASSISTANCE

PICK UP AND DELIVERY (Repairs only)

Michael Holden, L.D., D.P.D. 

Denturist

(253) 813-8000 
25052 – 104th Ave SE  Suite G • Kent WA

East Kent Dental Complex Across from Red Robin

Call to schedule

a free consultation

Bring in this ad to receive

$100off
NEW DENTURES

Limited to one use per customer.

Dentures
www.lifelikedentureswa.com

Reline 
$225
Repairs 

starting at
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Metro offers new on-demand access to transit service in Kent

An on-demand access 
to transit hubs and work 
locations in the Kent Valley 
and parts of Kent’s East Hill 
arrived Sept. 14 with the 
launch of Ride Pingo to 
Transit.

People who live, work, 
or go to school within the 
specified service area can 
download the Ride Pingo 
app or call 855-233-6043 
to request an on-demand 
shared ride, according to a 
Sept. 13 King County Metro 
news release announcing 
the new service.

Trips must start or end 
at Kent Station or the Kent 
Valley Hub (South 212th 
Street and 64th Avenue 
South) and be within the 
designated service area. 
Riders can connect to 
Metro buses at both hubs, 
or to Sound Transit buses 
and the Sounder Train at 

Kent Station.
“As Kent grows - and 

grows quickly - its trans-
portation options must 
grow with it,” said King 
County Executive Dow 
Constantine. “The valley is 
becoming a major transit 
center, with both Sounder 
commuter rail and major 
bus routes, and with the 
Rapid Ride I line now 
under development. Ride 
Pingo to Transit will serve 
as an important link to the 
growth and development 
of Kent and all its dynamic, 
diverse communities.”

Service is available from 
5 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
to Friday and from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday. Ride Pingo to 
Transit is a pilot service 
that provides easier access 
to jobs, shopping, Kent 
community center, services 
and more.

The Ride Pingo to Tran-
sit app’s smart technology 

will also allow riders to 
select the bus or train they 
want to connect to and 
then match them with a 
vehicle to get them to their 
connection in time.

Ride Pingo to Transit 
will operate 14-passen-
ger vehicles with side-
deployed ramps. The cost 
for Ride Pingo to Tran-
sit is the same as riding 
the bus: $2.75 adult, $1.50 
ORCA LIFT and youth, $1 
Reduced Regional Fare 
Permit and free for chil-
dren 5 and under.

You can pay using your 
ORCA card, a Transit GO 
Ticket, cash, transfer, or 
paper ticket. Using an 
ORCA card lets you transfer 
fares between all buses and 
trains and Ride Pingo to 
Transit; other fare payment 
options allow fare transfers 
between Metro buses and 
Ride Pingo to Transit.

“ C o n n e c t i n g  o u r 
community with a diverse 

set of transit options 
continues to be a priority 
of ours at the City of Kent,” 
Kent Mayor Dana Ralph 
said. “Ride Pingo to Transit 
will provide much needed 
access to public transit 
for Kent residents that is 
affordable and flexible. 
This service will empower 
our residents to better 
access our transit hubs and 
work in the Kent Valley and 
beyond. I’m very excited 
about the launch of this 
new service and am look-
ing forward to trying it out 
myself!”

This service was devel-
oped through commu-
nity input, which began 
in 2018, as part of Metro’s 
Renton Kent Auburn Area 
Mobility Project, designed 
to provide greater mobil-
ity options to Black, Indig-
enous, and people of color 
(BIPOC) and underserved 
communities in south King 
County.

Metro reached out to 
residents, employers, and 
community-based orga-
nizations to understand 
their needs. The outreach 
indicated that access to 
swing and nightshift work 
at distribution centers 
in the Kent Valley was a 
primary entry point into 
the workforce for immi-
grant and refugee popula-
tions in the Kent East Hill 
neighborhoods.

Ride Pingo to Transit 
will serve communities 
where 57% of residents 
are Black, Indigenous, and 
other people of color, 34% 
were born abroad, and 43% 
speak a language other 
than English at home. The 
Ride Pingo app is avail-
able in Arabic, Chinese, 
Punjabi, Somali, Span-
ish, Swahili, Tagalog and 
Vietnamese.

Metro’s Mobility Frame-
work— which helps 
the agency adapt to the 

changing transportation 
landscape in an equita-
ble and sustainable way— 
identified these core 
neighborhoods as areas of 
opportunity due to their 
difficulty to be served with 
“fixed-route” bus and rail 
services, and the high 
unmet need for affordable 
access to public transit.

The $1.5 million Ride 
Pingo to Transit is made 
possible by the U.S. 
Department of Energy 
($350,000 grant in part-
nership with The Rout-
ing Company), Amazon 
($500,000 in Amazon 
ORCA business credit) 
and King County Metro 
($650,000 in local funds), 
according to Metro. The 
pilot is funded through 
December 2022.

For more information, 
visit  kingcounty.gov/
metro/RidePingo or down-
load the Ride Pingo app for 
Android or iPhone.

By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com



Westfield Southcenter 
and its retailers will offer a 
free job fair from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 25 
at Macy’s Court at the mall 
in Tukwila.

The fair will feature more 
than 20 shops and restau-
rants with a variety of posi-
tions available across all 
levels. The businesses are 
looking for more employ-
ees with a busy holiday 
season ahead.

Applicants will be able 
to meet and greet with the 
hiring managers with posi-
tions available from sales 
associates to team leads, 
line cooks to servers and 
merchandisers to shop 
managers. Participating 
retailers and restaurants, 
include:

Abercrombie & Fitch, 
Aeropostale, Amazon, 
Banter by Piercing Pagoda, 
Ben Bridge, Box Lunch, 
Braganza Tea,

Buckle, Build-A-Bear, 
Charley’s Philly Steaks, 
Charlotte Russe, Chipo-
tle, Container Store, Din 
Tai Fung, FORME, H&M, 
Hollister, Johnny Rock-
ets, Lolli & Pops, Lush, 
Kay Jewelers, Macy’s and 
others.

To attend, please RSVP 
at eventbrite.com/e/west-
field-southcenter-job-fair-
tickets-168781390683.

The Kent City Council 
agreed to repeal the city’s 
code for possession of drug 
paraphernalia because it 
conflicts with the new state 
law that decriminalizes the 
possession of drugs and 
paraphernalia for personal 
use.

City Attorney Pat Fitzpat-
rick explained the reasons 
for dropping the ordinance 
at the council’s Sept. 7 Oper-
ations and Public Safety 
Committee meeting. The 
council, which will officially 
approve to repeal the law 
on Sept. 21, has returned 
to committee meetings for 
specific topics rather than 
one large Committee of the 
Whole meeting that covered 
all topics.

A state Supreme Court 

ruling in February (on State 
vs. Blake) found the state 
statute unconstitutional 
that a person can be found 
guilty of possession with-
out proof that the defen-
dant knew they possessed 
the substance. There was 
no requirement to prove 
criminal intent, which the 
court ruled is a violation of 
due process.

The Legislature then 
passed ESB 5476 earlier 
this year that included an 
element of knowing they 
possessed the drugs, which 
made a stricter city of Kent 
code invalid because city 
laws cannot be stricter than 
state laws.

The new state law, which 
the city now follows, makes 
possession of drug para-
phernalia a misdemeanor 
only when a person 
possesses it with the intent 

to produce and distribute 
controlled substances.

“Before the new bill, it 
was illegal to possess a 
syringe,” Fitzpatrick said 
to the council. “Now it’s 
not illegal to do that or to 
have a crack pipe. It’s now 
legal to possess. It’s illegal 
to sell, but not to have in 
possession.”

Fitzpatrick said city pros-
ecutors had charged for 
decades under the city’s 
code for possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Other changes under 
the new state law requires 
police officers to offer drug 
referral program options to 
people they find in posses-
sion of small amounts of 
controlled substances, 
including heroin, metham-
phetamine and cocaine. If 
the person refuses a defer-
ral, the officer can arrest 

them.
Otherwise, a person gets 

at least two deferrals in the 
city before an arrest can be 
made.

“It they want to defer, 
we fill out a form and give 
them a list of places to go 
for treatment,” Fitzpatrick 
said. “And we take a copy 
for police records.”

Fitzpatrick said the city 
hasn’t had any deferral 
cases since the new law 
went on the books in late 
July.

“But if you get two defer-
rals under the statute, the 
third offense an officer can 
call records, if there are 
two prior deferrals, it’s up 
to an officer’s discretion 
about whether to arrest,” 
he said. “(If they arrest) We 
review the case and decide 
whether to file charges.”

The Legislature approved 

the changes in an effort to 
get people using drugs into 
treatment rather than toss-
ing them in jail.

Man with pipe walks 
away

Police Chief Rafael 
Padilla told the council it’s 
illegal to consume drugs in 
public but the deferral rule 
can be a challenge.

He shared a recent 
personal experience while 
he was in uniform and saw 
a man near Willis Street and 
Central Avenue South who 
appeared to be smoking a 
meth pipe. Padilla said he 
attempted to contact the 
man, but the man stuck 
the pipe in his pocket and 
walked away.

“I cannot book him in 
jail due to the law for defer-
ral,” Padilla said. “So I have 

to make a choice if I should 
use force to contain the 
person, but with the (state 
Legislature’s police reform) 
system saying don’t take 
physical actions in those 
situations, I let him walk 
away and not use force.”

Padilla said hopefully 
officers will get people to 
cooperate and do refer-
rals, but he said so far they 
didn’t have any such cases 
since the new law started on 
July 25.

Councilmember Bill 
Boyce asked Padilla if he 
would have tried to stop 
the man if he got into a car, 
possibly under the influ-
ence of drugs, and might 
have caused a major crash.

”At that point it’s more 
justifiable to use force,” 
Padilla said. “But this 
person was on foot and 
didn’t want to talk to me.”
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power outages with a 
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Kent City Council to repeal drug paraphernalia possession law
By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com

Westfield Southcenter to hold 
job fair Sept. 25 in Tukwila

By Reporter Staff
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Westfield Southcenter.



complicated leases with 
previous restaurants at the 
site backfired. The city took a 
cut of gross revenue in previ-
ous agreements.

Scotch and Vine closed in 
April 2017 after less than a 
year in business, Mick Kelly’s 
Irish Pub closed in June 2015 
after a five-year run and 

the Fire Creek Grill closed 
in 2010 after nine years. 
The city wrote off about 
$175,000 owed by those three 
restaurants.

“This is the right thing to 
do,” Council President Toni 
Troutner said. “Half Lion 
came into Kent for this part-
nership, providing space to 

service clubs. …we will come 
out on the other side and the 
partnership will continue. 
I am a frequent visitor and 
Councilmember (Brenda) 
Fincher is.”

City staff also approved 
space near the driving range 
where Half Lion can serve 
drinks and light food and 
will let the restaurant install 
dedicated parking spots near 
its entry doors.

Half Lion opened in 
Sumner in February 2016 
and its beer is on tap at loca-
tions from Seattle to Olym-
pia. The name comes not 
from a lion, but a Great Dane.
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Vinnie O’Connor
Born in Indianapolis, Indiana to Raymond 

J. O’Connor and Margaret Bohan O’Connor. 
Vinnie passed away peacefully surrounded by 
his loving family on August 18th. He was the 
husband of Mary Lee Campagna O’Connor 
for 53 years, father of Mary Beth Sheridan 
(Matthew) and David O’Connor (Lisa) and 
grandfather of Charlotte and Andrew Sheridan. 
Vinnie grew up in Milford, Connecticut with his 
brothers Raymond and Thomas. He is survived 
by Raymond O’Connor (Connie), nieces and 
nephews and his much loved extended family, the 
Campagnas.

Vinnie graduated from Fairfield Prep and attended 
college at St. Mary’s University in Baltimore. After college 
he taught English and coached basketball until he moved 
into his career of more than 30 years as a regional sales 
manager in the emergency and architectural lighting 
industry.

His time in Baltimore led to his passion for working 
with at risk families. Vinnie strongly believed in giving 
back to the community. He felt to whom much is given 
much is expected. He practiced this throughout his life 
as a volunteer with St. Vincent de Paul, Hospice and the 
Knights of Columbus.

In 2019 Vinnie was honored with the Knights 
of Columbus Family Award, “...who has served as an 
inspiration to our parish, community and council by 
supporting and strengthening Christian Family Life.” 
He was also instrumental in the establishment of New 
Connections, a community resource to facilitate inmates 
assimilation into the community

As much time as Vinnie spent in community 
outreach, volunteerism and social activism, he made 
time for activities he loved which began with family and 

friends. He enjoyed fishing, celebrating Taco 
Tuesday on Wednesday and harvesting clams 
and oysters off favorite beaches. Vinnie had a 
green thumb and raised beautiful dahlias and 
organic vegetables. He enjoyed watching and 
debating all sports and had an encyclopedic 
knowledge which was evidenced by his ability 
to discuss people, statistics and the backstory.

Vinnie had a love for all things Irish. His 
interest in Irish history and culture began at an 
early age when his parents and grandparents 

shared their stories. He was not only a St. Patrick’s Day 
Irishman but an Irishman all year. As an original member 
of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in Weymouth, 
Massachusetts, Vinnie was well versed in Irish politics.

Vinnie’s greatest pleasure was being Santa Claus. 
As Santa, Vinnie brought the spirit of Christmas to 
countless children and adults. He appeared at hundreds 
of events. Vinnie enjoyed 8+ years at the Kent Station’s 
Santa House. His role as Santa was not seasonal as he 
was recognized by his signature red cap, wardrobe and 
white beard. Vinnie was a proud member of the Fraternal 
Order of Real Bearded Santas, Norpac Santas and earned 
a BSC & MSC from the international University of Santa 
Claus.

A celebration of Vinnie’s life will be held on 
November 5, 2021 at Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 327 
Second Avenue, Kent, Washington 98032. The Knights 
of Columbus will lead the Rosary at noon followed by a 
funeral Mass at 1pm.

In lieu of flowers, gifts may be made to the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul at Holy Spirit Church, 310 3rd Avenue 
South, Kent, Washington 98032, St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105.

collision, along with video 
surveillance and other 
evidence, to determine they 
were looking for a Toyota 
Camry from 2002 to 2006 
and released a photo and 
information to the media.

After the release of 
that information, the 
godmother went to a 
SeaTac precinct and told 
detectives her goddaughter 
may be involved in the hit-
and-run that killed Moore. 
She gave a deputy the keys 
to her 2004 Camry.

A detective went to the 
house to look at the car and 
noticed that the missing 
headlight pieces matched 
what had been recovered 
at the scene. The detec-
tive also observed damage 
to the lower right bumper 
and a cracked windshield, 
consistent with a pedes-
trian collision and the inju-
ries suffered by Moore. The 
godmother gave the detec-
tive permission to remove 
the car off her property for 
evidence.

When Smith returned 
Sept. 7 to her godmother’s 
house, she saw the Camry 
was gone. She apparently 
got in an argument with her 
godmother, began to break 
things around the house 
and fled on foot. Her where-
abouts were unknown 
until her father turned her 
in Sept. 9 to SeaTac Police. 
Smith was taken into 
custody without incident 
and didn’t make any state-
ments to detectives.

Detectives tracked down 
video surveillance that 
showed a Toyota Camry 

and another vehicle trav-
eling that Sunday morning 
in July near where Moore 
was hit. The video showed 
the two cars going at a high 
rate of speed and speeding 
through a stop sign at an 
intersection. A witness also 
saw a car speed through the 
intersection.

Moore grew up in 
Issaquah lived in Maple 
Valley for over 25 years, 
according to information 
posted by his wife Michelle 
Moore on a gofundme.com 
account for Greg Moore 
started in July. The account 
had raised $38,885 as of 
Sept. 14.

Not charged as an 
adult

Smith’s case will remain 
in juvenile court because 
of her age. Youth who are 
16 can legally be charged 
as an adult if they are 
charged with a felony and 
if found guilty, face longer 
sentences.

“Because she was 15 at 
the time of the incident, she 
is not subject to automatic 
adult court jurisdiction,” 
said Casey McNerthney, 
spokesman for the King 
County Prosecuting Attor-
ney’s Office, in a Sept. 14 
email. “Any decision to 
transfer this matter to adult 
court would be up to a juve-
nile court judge. Given the 
facts of this investigation 
and the circumstances 
of this case, the law does 
not support transferring 
this case to adult court. 
Fifteen year olds accused 
of murder are presumed to 
be subject to juvenile court 
jurisdiction.”

M c N e r t h n e y  a l s o 
explained the second-degree 

murder charge rather than a 
first-degree murder charge.

“The facts in the (charg-
ing) documents do not 
support that charge,” he 
said about first-degree 
murder. “There is no 
evidence to establish that 
she premeditated the 
death of Mr. Moore, which 
is required for a first-degree 
murder charge. They were 
strangers to each other.

“She is charged with 
murder in the second 
degree under the felony 
murder theory. That is, 
in the attempt to commit 
a felony, she caused the 
death of another human 
being. Specifically, in this 
case, it is alleged that she 

intended to hit/bump the 
victim with a motor vehi-
cle (assault in the second 
degree), and this caused 
his death.”

McNerthney said pros-
ecutors know people will 
disagree with the charges.

“We understand that 
many people who knew 
and loved Mr. Moore find 
the legal remedies neither 
sufficient nor just,” he said. 
“We are sorry for his loss 
and this tragedy that should 
not have happened. We will 
do everything within our 
ability to hold this juvenile 
responsible for her actions 
and to support the family 
through the legal process, 
knowing that even guilty 

verdicts will not make up 
for this senseless crime.”

As of press time, Smith 

had not yet entered a plea in 
the case with another court 
hearing coming up Sept. 15.

Death
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Greg Moore and his family.  COURTESY PHOTO, GOFUNDME.COM
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This image was shared by the King County Sheriff’s Office 
in announcing they had identified the driver in the fatal hit-
and-run of a Maple Valley man.
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Linda L Bondhus (Kilbourn)
May 22, 1949 – Sept 5, 2021

Linda L Bondhus (Kilbourn), beloved and devoted wife, mother, 
and sister, was called home to our Lord on Sunday September 5, 
2021.

Raised in Kent, Linda graduated from Kent-Meridian High 
School and received her AA degree from Highline College. She 
met Roger Bondhus, from Minnesota, while he was stationed at 
McChord Air Force Base, and were married on October 16th, 1971. 
For the first years of their marriage, they lived in several states 
before returning to WA and settling down in Enumclaw, where they 
have resided for over 30 years. Over the years, Linda held various 

positions: Library assistant at the main Seattle Public Library; Nursing assistant first 
at Wesley Terrace, then at Highpoint; Director of Caravan Scouting Group at Auburn 
Nazarene Church; and Distribution Manager for the Courier-Herald of Enumclaw 
where she worked for many years, putting her strong leadership skills to good use.

Linda is survived by her husband Roger, who shared 50 years together, her children: 
Molly (Scott) Caskey, Debby Bondhus, and Jeff Bondhus; and her grandchildren: Kaylyn 
and Ian Caskey. She is also survived by sisters: Donna (Jim) Smith and Karen Allen 
(Larry) Hampton; as well as by brothers: Dennis (Martha) Kilbourn and Keith (Dixie) 
Kilbourn; along with numerous nieces and nephews who will all miss her warm smile 
and loving embrace.

Services are planned for 11:00 am September 18th at the Orting Community 
Baptist Church with reception following. Viewing will be available Friday the 
17th from 5:00 to 8:00 pm at Weeks Funeral Home in Buckley, WA. Private 
graveside services will be held later at the Tahoma National Cemetery. 

Jerry Edgar Brownell
Jerry Edgar Brownell, born 10-

29-1934 to Gordon and Emma in 
Donna, TX. Jerry spent his youth 
on a 60-acre farm in Amboy, 
WA, studied auto mechanics at Clark 
College, and enlisted in the USAF, 
stationed  4 yrs. in Hokkaido, 
Japan  as a  radio  transmission 
analyst with top secret security 
clearance and accepted Jesus as 
his Lord and Savior while serving 

his country. Jerry worked for the Kent School District 
as their Federal Funds Coordinator and was active at 
Grace Community, Band of Brothers, VCCA, and as a 
MOPS children’s attendant. He enjoyed his children’s 
and grandkid’s activities and loved backpacking. Jerry 
lived a full life with love, compassion, and honor and 
left this world on 8-23-2021. 

He is survived by his wife, Mary; sister Wilma 
Johnson (Bob); sons Jerald (Teri), and Scott; daughter 
Cari Taylor (Paul); and five grandchildren. 

Military graveside service at Tahoma National 
Cemetery on Monday, September 20th at 10 AM, 
followed by a memorial service, reception at Grace 
Community in Auburn at 11:30 AM. Live streaming 
services available, contact funeral home, 253-537-0253.



I
t is not surprising that 
COVID-19, which ravaged 
the world, was disastrous 

for our country’s economy. 
Millions died from COVID 
complications. Offices, 
stores and factories closed. 
And people were forced to 
quarantine at home.

The good news this past 
Labor Day is vaccines are 

working and readily avail-
able. As a result, our job 
market has dramatically 
improved. People are eating 
out, shopping and traveling. 
Our economy is healing.

Vaccines were devel-
oped and deployed at “warp 
speed” under President 
Donald Trump. Having 
Americans inoculated as 
quickly as possible is one 
of the few things in which 
presidents Trump and Joe 
Biden jointly deserve credit. 
It is not a political foot-
ball to be tossed back and 
forth. Proven vaccines are in 
everyone’s best interest.

Shots in arms started en 
masse as Biden took office. 
His administration rightly 
accelerated the pace. As 
a result, our unemploy-
ment rate dropped from 
almost 15 percent during the 
pandemic peak in April 2020 
to 5.4 percent in mid-August 
2021.

The progress continues. 
Wallethub.com reported 
much better job growth in 
July, exceeding researchers’ 
expectations: “The overall 
drop (in unemployment) 
can be attributed to a combi-
nation of vaccinations and 
states loosening restrictions.”

Wallethub.com credits 
vaccinations for the resur-
gence in people working. 
Now, just over half of all 
Americans are fully vacci-
nated and just over 6 in 10 
have received one shot. 
However, the vaccination 
rate needs to accelerate. The 
overwhelming number of 
patients with COVID in our 
overcrowded hospitals are 
unvaccinated.

The good news is nearly 
60 percent of all Washing-
tonians are completely 
immunized and two-thirds 
received one injection. Lack 
of vaccines is not an issue. 
Our state’s population is 7.8 
million, and 10.5 million 
shots have been delivered 
and 9.4 million shots have 
been administered.

Vaccinations are reflected 
in jobs numbers. Walle-
thub.com data shows three 
Washington cities rank 
among the cities “bounc-
ing back most.” Spokane 
is rated 16th best followed 
by Vancouver (27th) and 
Tacoma (32nd). To keep 
the economy moving, job 
vacancies need to be filled.

The number of unfilled 
jobs soared to nearly 15 
million by mid-March. April 

data from online job site 
ZipRecruiter found that 
discouraged, hesitant and 
fearful job seekers trans-
lates into many positions 
remaining vacant. Vaccina-
tions go a long way to allevi-
ating fear.

With millions of employ-
ers looking for workers, 
the emphasis is shifting to 
encourage people to seek 
work. Employers nation-
wide say the enhanced 
federal unemployment 
benefits will only add to 
workers’ reticence to fill the 
millions of open positions.

The U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce believes paying 
people not to work is damp-
ening what should be a 
stronger jobs market. As a 
remedy, some states, such 
as Montana, are rejecting 
the added $300 payment 
to unemployment checks. 
Gov. Greg Gianforte told 
the Associated Press extra 
federal unemployment 
benefits are doing more 
harm than good — “extra 
payments have served as an 
incentive for people to stay 
home, collect the money 
and not seek work.”

Instead, Montana insti-
tuted an incentive program 

where workers currently 
receiving unemployment 
payments can qualify for a 
one-time $1,200 bonus after 
they have completed four 
weeks in their new jobs. 
Montana also is among 
several states reinstating the 
work-search requirement.

Finally, lawmakers 
must find ways to gener-
ate revenue without further 
damaging our economy. In 
2020, the federal govern-
ment took in $3.42 trillion, 
but spent $6.5 trillion. Our 
national debt has soared 
by $28.5 trillion, accord-
ing to the Peter G. Peterson 
Foundation.

Vaccinations are key to 
putting people safely back 
to work. Working people 
sustain our economy and 
those workers and busi-
nesses pay the taxes needed 
to fund our government.

Don C. Brunell is a busi-
ness analyst, writer and 
columnist. He is a former 
president of the Association 
of Washington Business, 
the state’s oldest and larg-
est business organization, 
and now lives in Vancouver. 
Contact thebrunells@msn.
com.
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Firefighters vs. the governor’s vaccine mandate
W

e all thought we 
were in this fight 
with the coronavi-

rus together, based on what 
the experts have been telling 
us are the rewards of vacci-
nation for the greater good.

Apparently that was our 
misunderstanding. Over 
the last few weeks, we have 
learned that some teachers 
groups and state employ-
ees along with several fire-
fighter unions have come 
out in opposition to Gov. Jay 
Inslee’s mandate to get vacci-
nated by Oct. 18 or risk losing 
your job.

State employees recently 
settled their disagreement 
without a change in Inslee’s 
mandate. But it is teach-
ers and firefighters that we 
look to as heroes in these 
troubled times. Firefighters 
hold a special responsibil-
ity. They are the first on the 
scene when we need help. 
Because they are emergency 
medical technicians and 
receive paramedic training, 
they qualify as health work-
ers and fall under the gover-
nor’s criteria. Many of them 
don’t like the governor’s 
mandate and our disap-
pointment with their opposi-
tion is justified because their 

attitude is troubling when 
their first concern should be 
the community. But it isn’t 
complicated.

With public interest in 
the stories about the issue, 
one firefighter commented: 
“We’re going to be forced 
to decide whether to take 
the vaccine or seek alterna-
tives.” Some firefighters are 
considering looking for other 
jobs, moving out of state or 
retiring rather than comply-
ing with the mandate. They 
also point out that with 
wildfires and increased calls, 
it has been a difficult 18 
months and the work force 
has been stretched. Several 
fire departments in Pierce 
County worry how they will 
meet staffing requirements.

Aaron James, who repre-
sents 430 firefighters in 
Graham, Central Pierce, 
South Pierce and Orting, 
estimates that only 30% of 
his membership has not 
been vaccinated. Allyson 
Hinzman, president of the 
Tacoma firefighters with 412 
members, says the mandate 
took away the rights of fire-
fighters to choose the best 
option — and wants to see 
alternatives like frequent 
testing or masks.

The governor’s office 
has said several times that 
they listened to stakehold-
ers, engaged local leaders, 
and concluded vaccines are 
the most effective tool for 
workers and community 
members to fight the virus. 
Some of the smaller depart-
ments may have some diffi-
culty with staffing, but larger 
ones should be prepared. 
East Pierce Fire and Rescue 
Chief Jon Parkinson said the 
department will comply with 
the requirement: “We have a 
dynamic staffing plan, which 
is designed to accommodate 
issues such as weather, inju-
ries, illness and disasters.”

Others say the biggest 
problem for the firefighters 
is their perception of lack of 

respect. Going from being 
heroes to being required to 
get a vaccine to go to work 
may have been hard on their 
egos.

In Auburn, the union 
representing the Valley 
Regional Fire Authority, 
which represents employ-
ees in Auburn, Pacific and 
Algona, did not specifi-
cally oppose the governor’s 
mandate, but did oppose the 
governor’s deadline of Oct. 
18. VRFA is in the process 
of checking vaccination 
records. Recently, South 
King Fire and Rescue’s board 
of commissioners, which 
serves Federal Way and Des 
Moines, passed a new policy 
that would prohibit unvacci-
nated firefighters from work-
ing with patients despite 
opposition from many fire 
department employees 
who are against the gover-
nor’s mandate. Commis-
sioner Mark Thompson 
said: “If you don’t get the 
vaccine, you’re not going to 
deliver patient care. You’re 
not going to expose citizens 
that we’re supposed to be 
protecting to the virus.” SKFR 
Chief Vic Pennington will 
write a letter to the governor 
expressing the department’s 

and employees’ concerns. 
It is estimated that 74% of 
the uniformed SKFR staff 
is vaccinated. The union 
joined with 10 other unions 
to send a letter to the gover-
nor stating their reasoning 
— “to defend our members’ 
freedom of medical choice” 
— and said they felt like the 
SKFR Board was being disre-
spectful. Union president 
Ryan Herrera said the union 
is not against the vaccines, 
but is against the loss of 
personal freedom to make 
medical decisions as well as 
the deadline of Oct. 18.

This comes down to 
following orders. We all have 
bosses and the fire service 
is one where employees 
are trained to follow orders 
whether fighting a fire or 
following medical direction. 
Because to do otherwise 
could put someone’s life in 
jeopardy, which is exactly 
what is happening here.

Fire chiefs are supposed 
to be leaders and more is 
expected of them. However, 
Vashon Fire Chief Charles 
Krimmert has said he does 
not intend to get vaccinated 
and is placing his board of 
commissioners in a very 
difficult position regarding 

his continued employment 
— although the commis-
sioners did say they expect 
to be in compliance in Octo-
ber. Much of the firefight-
ing is done by volunteers 
in this small community 
with only two employees. 
The other one, a firefighter 
with an EMT license, is 
unvaccinated.

Patients and the public at 
large have a right to expect 
medical providers to be 
vaccinated.

The governor’s order is 
clear, as is the reasoning 
behind it, and if firefight-
ers continue to under-
mine their own position by 
choosing their ego over the 
communities they serve, 
it may not be as difficult to 
replace them as they seem 
to think. If we truly are all in 
this together, the firefighters 
need to show the leadership 
we expect from them and 
get vaccinated, rather than 
try to put political pressure 
on their commissioners and 
the governor to change his 
mandate.

Federal Way resident Bob 
Roegner is a former mayor of 
Auburn. Contact bjroegner@
comcast.net.

Vaccinations improve our health and employment numbers

BOB ROEGNER

DON C. BRUNELL
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COVID-19 closure strikes Kent classroom at Daniel Elementary

The Kent School District 
closed a classroom at 
Daniel Elementary School 
due to COVID-19, the first 
and only closure through 
Sept. 14 among its 43 
schools since in-person 
learning began Aug. 26.

The district reported the 
closure at Daniel Elemen-
tary, 11310 SE 248th St., 
on Sept. 8 on its COVID-10 
dashboard on the district 
website.

“As of Sept. 8, one (1) 
classroom is closed and 
offering remote synchro-
nous instruction,” accord-
ing to the dashboard 
summary. “Otherwise, the 
building is open and offer-
ing in-person instruction 
to students in the remain-
ing classrooms. The school 

is contacting all impacted 
families of the closed class-
room on Sept. 8. Close 
contacts have already been 
contacted by the school.”

District officials declined 
to disclose how many cases 
were in the classroom or 
the grade level of the class.

“Daniel is the first KSD 
school to have a classroom 
closure due to COVID-
19,” said Melissa Laramie, 
district executive director 
of communications and 
public affairs, in a Sept. 
10 email. “At this time, 
individual case counts for 
students and staff by school 
are not being posted, only 
classroom and school level 
closures. However, families 
will be contacted in case of 
potential exposure.”

Laramie said classroom 
closures are typically 14 
days.

“In Daniel Elementa-
ry’s case, the earliest the 
classroom would reopen 
is Sept. 20,” Laramie said. 
“If a classroom or school 
is closed due to COVID-
19, students will shift to 
the 100% remote model 
used during the 2020-2021 
school year for the duration 
of the quarantine. Sched-
ules will mirror current 
2021-2022 in-person 
schedules. KSD teach-
ers will have two days to 
transition to synchronous 
remote learning. Remote 
teach learning, with live 
instruction, will begin 
online fully by the third day 
for impacted classrooms.”

Laramie said the district 
is following state and 
federal health guidelines 
to reduce the number of 
cases, including face masks 
and social distancing.

“We have implemented 
layered prevention and 
mitigation strategies 
aligned to Washington 
State Department of Health 
and Centers for Disease 
Control guidelines district-
wide to help keep everyone 
healthy, especially those 
not yet able to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine,” Lara-
mie said.

The district’s guidelines 
for closure of a classroom 
after consultation with 
Public Health — Seat-
tle & King County will be 
considered when:
■ Two or more students 
or staff in the same room/
area test positive for 
COVID-19
■ The cases have symp-
toms that start within 14 
days of each other
■  A student or staff 
member has been in close 

contact (within 6 feet for 
15 minutes or more) with a 
person who has confirmed 
a positive test result
■ The cases are not asso-
ciated with one another 
in another setting (house-
hold, club, etc.)

If a full class needs to 
quarantine or a school 
is directed to temporar-
ily close in response to 
COVID-19 transmission, 
then:
■ Staff and families will be 
notified by phone, letter, 
and/or email of the class-
room closure
■ Students will shift to the 
100% remote model used 
during the 2020-2021 
school year
■ Schedules will mirror 
c u r r e n t  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2 
in-person schedules
■  Teachers will have 
two days to transition 

to synchronous remote 
learning, and learning 
will begin online fully by 
the third day for impacted 
classrooms

As far as returning to 
school after a positive 
COVID-19 test, if a person 
tests positive for SARS-
CoV-2 by a molecular 
or antigen test, they can 
return to school when the 
following criteria are met:
■ 10 days since symptom 
onset, or since positive 
test specimen collection 
date if no symptoms are 
present (up to 20 days for 
those who are severely ill 
or severely immunocom-
promised) and
■ 24 hours after fever 
resolves without the use 
of fever-reducing medica-
tions and
■  S y m p t o m s  h av e 
improved.

By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com

School Board extends 
Vela’s interim 
superintendent contract

The Kent School Board 
extended the interim super-
intendent contract for Israel 
Vela until it can find a new 
interim superintendent.

The board voted unani-
mously Sept. 9 to extend 
Vela’s interim contract after 
giving him a 30-day deal in 
August to fill in after Calvin 
Watts resigned as Kent 
School District superinten-
dent to become superinten-
dent of the Gwinnett County 
Public Schools in Georgia.

The district has advertised 
for an interim superinten-
dent and will review appli-
cations and select one of the 
candidates, according to the 
district website. No timeline 
has been announced for fill-
ing the position. The interim 
superintendent will finish out 
the 2021-2022 school year 
prior to a new superinten-
dent starting next summer.

“The board will focus on 
the permanent superinten-
dent search involving the 
public later this school year,” 
according to a district state-
ment. “Information will 
be shared on (the district’s 
website) and in open public 
meetings about the search 
process as the board moves 
forward.”

Vela is the Kent School 
District’s chief school opera-
tions and academic support 
officer. He was one of four 
lead administrators under 
Watts. Vela’s interim role 
started Aug. 2. The board 
voted unanimously to 
appoint Vela at a July 28 
special meeting, but only to 

a 30-day contract.
A search by the board for 

a new superintendent is 
expected to start in January 
after voters select two new 
members to the five-member 
board on the Nov. 2 general 
election ballot.

The board races are 
between Tim Clark and Sara 
Franklin for District No. 5 
director and Awale Farah and 
Bradley Kenning for District 
No. 4 director.

The terms of Denise 
Daniels and Maya Venga-
dasalam expire this year 
and neither ran for reelec-
tion. Board members Leslie 
Hamada and Michele 
Bettinger have two years 
remaining on their terms. Joe 
Bento is running unopposed 
in November for the seat the 
board appointed him to in 
February.

Prior to hiring Watts to 
replace Edward Vargas, the 
board appointed Tony Apos-
tle, a retired Puyallup School 
District superintendent, to 
serve as interim superin-
tendent during the 2014-
2015 school year. Vargas 
left in October 2014 and the 
board picked Apostle for the 
interim role the next month 
before hiring Watts in May 
2015.

By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com

Kentridge High cancels 
Sept. 9 football game 
due to COVID-19

The Kentridge High School 
football team canceled a 
game Sept. 9 against Liberty 
(of Renton) at French Field in 
Kent due to COVID-19.

“The Kentridge football 
team had a positive COVID 
case reported this week,” said 
Kent School District spokes-
person Melissa Laramie in a 
Sept. 10 email. “After review-
ing the close contacts with this 
individual, we have decided 
that the team did not have the 

numbers to field a team to play 
safely.”

Laramie said the district 
continues to work with the 
state Department of Health 
and follow the directives in 
response to any positive cases.

Laramie said she did not 
know of any other Kent sports 
teams that have had to cancel 
games.

Kentridge opened the 
season Sept. 3 with a 46-14 
loss to Auburn Mountainview. 
The Chargers are scheduled to 
play Sept. 17 at Eastlake High 
in Sammamish.

By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com

Israel Vela

COURTESY PHOTO, KENTRIDGE HIGH

Kentridge High football last spring.
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ROOFING

CALL TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE!

BACKED

BY THE SEAL
(253) 528-3081

*All participants who attend an estimated  60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a  $25 gift card. 
Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by MetalMan Roof  i  ng.  Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,  and 
installs metal roof  i  ng. This  of  f  er is valid for  homeowners over 18 years  of  age. If  married  or  involved
with a  life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and  complete presentation together. Participants 
must have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter  into  a  contract. The  following 
persons are not eligible for  this  of  f  er: employees of Company or af  f  i  liated  companies or entities, their 
immediate  family  members, previous participants in a  Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months 
and all current and former Company  customers. Gift may not  be extended, transferred, or substituted except that 
Company may substitute a  gift of equal or greater  value if it deems it necessary. Gift card  will be mailed to the 
participant via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form.  Not valid
in  conjunction with any other promotion  or  discount of  any kind. Of  f  er not sponsored or promoted by 
Amazon and is subject to  change without notice prior to reservation. 9/30/2021.Metal Man  operates as 
Metal Man of Seattle in Washington under Lic. #604624879

VCA COVINGTON ANIMAL HOSPITAL
27045 174th Pl. SE • Covington, WA 98042

253-631-8616  •  www.vcahospitals.com/covington

Monday thru Saturday 8am-6pm; Sunday Closed

VCA COVINGTON
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:

• Convenient monthly payments.

• Unlimited visits to your VCA® hospital each year.

• Doctor-recommended vaccines.

• Prevention and early detection tests of serious diseases.

• Routine dental care for your pet.

• Peace of mind knowing you are doing the best for your pet.

• After hours medical support (DVM)

CALL TO ENROLL TODAY!

VCA CareClub® is the pet healthcare solution for pet owners who want a 
comprehensive and affordable way to keep their cats and dogs as healthy 
and happy as possible through every stage of their lives.

Join the Club today to experience the value of having your cat or dog on 
the path to ideal wellness, and to enjoy access to our healthcare team all 
year-round.

WELLNESS PLAN for YOUR PET 
at EVERY STAGE of LIFE.

School Board approves return 
of deputy to Kentlake High

The Kent School Board 
voted 3-2 to approve a 
contract for the return of 
a King County Sheriff ’s 
Office deputy to serve as 
a school resource officer 
at Kentlake High and two 
elementary schools as 
well as adding two middle 
schools to his or her duties.

The Sheriff ’s Office 
covers the Kent School 
District schools in unin-
corporated King County. 
The board in August voted 
3-2 to return Kent Police 
officers to Kent-Meridian 
and Kentridge high schools 
as well as Mill Creek and 
Meridian middle schools, 
which are in the city of 
Kent.

Board directors Michele 
Bettinger and Joe Bento 
opposed the contract with 
the Sheriff’s Office at the 
Sept. 8 meeting for the 
same reason they were 
against the contract with 
Kent Police.

“We haven’t had public 
meetings for community or 
student involvement and 
we said we would,” Bento 
said prior to his no vote.

Bettinger voiced the 
same opinion.

“We promised meetings 
before any vote,” Bettinger 
said. “We didn’t have those 
meetings. We need to 
keep our promises to the 
community.”

Board President Denise 
Daniels and directors 
Maya Vengadasalam and 
Leslie Hamada voted 
to approve the contract 
with the Sheriff ’s Office, 
just as they did with Kent 
Police. Hamada said she 

supported the contract but 
agreed the board should 
have heard from resi-
dents. The district is trying 
to organize community 
meetings about the school 
resource officers to be held 
sometime in October.

“It’d be much better for 
the public if we had the 
educational piece before 
(the vote),” Hamada said. 
“I appreciate we are look-
ing at October but I think 
the public would’ve been 
more happy if we did it 
before.”

The district will pay 
$62,509 in 2021 and 
$88,528 in 2022 to the 
Sheriff’s Office to provide 
one deputy to patrol the 
five schools. The contract 
runs from August 2021 
through July 31, 2022.

The officer will split time 
among Kentlake, Grass 
Lake and Sawyer Woods 
elementary schools and 
Meeker and Northwood 
middle schools. The two 
middle schools were 
added this year to have a 
deputy spend time at the 
campuses.

The specific services 
to be provided include 
an officer presence on 
campus; staff training on 
topics such as gangs and 
violence intervention; 
classroom instruction 
about substance abuse 
prevention and criminal 
law; parent education on 
topics such as youth issues 
related to violence and the 
criminal justice system; 
building rapport with 
students to help students 
to see officers as a youth 
advocate whose primary 
concern is their safety and 
security.

Hamada said the district 
needs to get the message 
out about why police are 
in schools and changes 
to their role after police 
reform laws approved this 
year by the Legislature.

“Police in schools and 
their role includes major 
changes,” Hamada said. 
“Something the commu-
nity doesn’t have is the 
image is more of a commu-
nity policing and kids 
benefit from that. Society 
and policing are chang-
ing and school officers are 
taking on a different role.”

Bento said it’s confus-
ing to the community 
because the district has 
school security officers as 
well as school resource 
officers. School security is 
part of the district’s Safety 
Services Team that has 26 
members spread across 
the district.

“The education piece 
would be really important 
to talk about the differ-
ences between the two 
positions,” Bento said.

Bento also emphasized 
the importance to hear 
from youth about the 
program and in a commu-
nity meeting where they 
can meet with other youth 
to speak freely about 
the topic without adults 
involved.

“If an adult is in their 
space, youth will not 
speak or be their authen-
tic selves,” he said.

District staff has yet to 
present a contract to the 
board for a school resource 
officer at Kentwood High, 
which is in the city of 
Covington. Covington 
contracts with the Sheriff’s 
Office for police services.

By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com

PROTECT 
OUR 
PLANET...

RECYCLE THIS 

NEWSPAPER
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Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the 

State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/area. Limitations and exclusions apply. 

© 2021 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Y0066_210113_052539_M CST32839

United healthcare Dual Complete plan includes many extra benefits at 

no extra cost to you. Benefits may include:

$3,000 for 
comprehensive 
dental services

uhccp.com/WAdual

There’s more for you. Call today. 

1-877-276-3413, TTY 711 
Sí, hablo su idioma.

Up to $1,180 yearly on a debit card to buy over-the-counter 

products at many retailers or for home delivery 

Routine hearing exam and $2,000 allowance toward hearing aids

0 copays on all tiers of generic and name brand medications

Puget Sound Energy rolls 
out public electric vehicle 
charging station in Kent

Electric vehicle drivers will 
have a new charging station 
in Kent near the Best Western 
Plus Plaza by the Green, 24437 
Russell Road.

Puget Sound Energy is 
continuing its commitment to 
create a better energy future by 
launching another fast, conve-
nient and green way for drivers 
to charge an electric vehicle, 
according to a Sept. 14 PSE 
statement.

PSE’s electric vehicle 
program Up & Go Electric 
installed a public charging 
station that is scheduled to 
open on Sept. 17.

The first PSE Up & Go Elec-
tric public charging station 
opened in September 2020 
at the Hub at Lacey and has 
been providing fast, reliable 
charging to all EV drivers while 
offsetting over 20,800 tons of 
CO2.

“We are excited to be 
adding a public charging 
station to the Kent area as 

we continue to expand our 
inventory of charging stations 
in our service area,” said Will 
Einstein, director of Product 
Development and Growth at 
PSE. “Our Up & Go Electric 
public charging stations are 
designed to offer our custom-
ers and all drivers a faster and 
greener way to charge their EV 
when on the go.”

The Up & Go Electric 
program plans to open more 
public charging stations in 
Kitsap, Whatcom and other 
counties where infrastruc-
ture is needed to help meet 
customer demand for more 
charging options. In addition, 
PSE is currently installing 
charging stations at work-
places, multifamily residences, 
and community-based service 
providers through other Up & 
Go Electric pilot programs.

“I’m very excited about 
PSE’s decision to open a public 
charging station here in Kent,” 
Kent Mayor Dana Ralph said. 
“As we continue to see more 
electric vehicles on the road, 
it’s important that we meet the 

growing demand for public 
charging facilities.”

Fast and convenient

The station is located near 
State Route 516 near down-
town Kent. Boasting multiple 
Level 2 and DC fast charging 
ports, the station can charge 
up to four EVs simultaneously. 
The DC fast chargers in partic-
ular can fully charge an EV in 
less than an hour.

Electricity purchased at the 
station is matched with 100% 
renewable energy through 
PSE’s Green Power program, 
setting apart the Up & Go Elec-
tric public charging station 
from other charging stations 
as a greener way to charge.

All drivers – not just PSE 
customers – can use the new 
Up & Go Electric app to take 
advantage of simple mobile 
payment options, moni-
tor their charging session 
remotely, and more.

To learn more about electric 
vehicles and Up & Go Electric, 
visit pse.com/electricvehicles.

By Steve Hunter 

shunter@soundpublishing.com

COURTESY PHOTO, PSE

PSE installed new charging stations for electric vehicles near the Plaza by the Green hotel 
along Russell Road.
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*ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 09/30/2021, Available on NEW orders only.
Other Restrictions May Apply.  Cannot be combined with any other offers. Visit  

Pacificbath.com for complete details.  OR#213202 | WA#PACIFBC810JJ4

EXPERIENCE A SHOWER YOU’LL LOVE 

IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY.

Love your shower or bath again.  
Transform your space  

with a complete system of LuxStone walls, 
 faucets, and accessories, 

— all with the quality you expect from the brand you trust.

CALL NOW FOR A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

(253) 285-1816

Save $750 off*

Plus receive a  
Free 9” Shower Locker 

with Installation.  
(Value $950)

Large Online Auction of  
Collectibles & Personal Property

1700+ Lots all selling to Highest Bidder

 THURSDAY SEPT. 23 @ 5 PM

All bidding & auction details can be found online @                    

Newtownauctiongallery.hibid.com

16726 SE 264th STREET – Covington, WA 98042

Katherine Meyer is selling her Personal Property 

& Collectibles @ Online Auction.

Auction inventory includes: 

1963 Volkswagon Beetle Classic • Kubota L210 Tractor w/ Loader • Kubota FS 1020 

Rototiller • Large ride on outdoor train • WWI & WWII items • 100’s old stock “new in box” 

models, 1930’s-1960’s Collectible Toys, Trains, Tin toys, ships, airplanes & much more

 Newtownauctiongallery.hibid.com Auctionzip.com #50401 (540) 869-5500

Shelley M Moffatt, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

13215 Se 240th Street Suite A 
Kent, WA 98042 
253-639-8584

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Leaving Your Employer?
Understand Your 401(k) 

Options.

At Edward Jones, we can 

explain options for your 

401(k), including leaving 

money in your former 

employer’s plan, moving it 

to your new employer’s plan, 

rolling it over to an Individual 

Retirement Account (IRA) 

or cashing out the account 

subject to tax consequences.

To learn more, call today.

COVID-19 walk-up testing site 
open in Kent/Des Moines area

Public Health — Seattle 
& King County has opened 
a new free COVID-19 walk-
up testing site at 23221 
Pacific Highway S., in Kent 
in partnership with UW 
Medicine.

Free COVID-19 testing 
is available throughout 
King County regardless 
of immigration or insur-
ance status. They are open 
for drive-thru or walk-
ups/wheel-ups to anyone 
who cannot access a 
COVID-19 test through 

their regular health-
care provider. Advanced 
appointments strongly 
recommended to avoid 
long wait times.

If you have symptoms, 
reservations can be made 
online at solvhealth.com/
book-online/A2788p.

I f  n o  s y m p t o m s, 
for  reser vations go 
t o  s o l v h e a l t h . c o m /
book-online/A9l860.

The testing site is open 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday.

For more information, 
call 206-477-3977.

Languages: 

Interpretation available 
including ASL and tactile 
interpretation.

What to bring to your 
testing appointment:
■ A photo ID with date of 
birth
■ Insurance card, if you 
have insurance. You will 
not be charged for the test. 
(You do not need insur-
ance or a doctor’s note to 
get tested.)
■ A well-fitted mask. As a 
health care facility, masks 
are required regardless of 
vaccination status at all 
indoor and outdoor test-
ing locations.

By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com

State employees including 
first responders sue state 
over vaccine mandate

Over 90 people including 
state troopers, state Depart-
ment of Corrections work-
ers, firefighters and health 
care workers are suing the 
state over Gov. Jay Inslee’s 
mandate that state employ-
ees must be vaccinated 
before Oct. 18 or else they 
could lose their jobs.

The lawsuit, filed on 
Sept. 10 in Walla Walla 
County Superior Court, 
alleges that Inslee’s vacci-
nation mandate over-
reaches his authority and 
violates the rights afforded 
to workers by the state’s 
constitution.

The complaint argues 
that Inslee’s order singles 
out employees of protected 
“political” and “religious” 
classes of employees that 
would be “purged” by the 
mandate, violating their 
right to free speech and 
expression.

The document cites WA 
Const. Art. I, Sec. 11, which 
guarantees: “Absolute free-
dom of conscience in all 
matters of religious senti-
ment, belief and worship, 
shall be guaranteed to 
every individual, and no 
one shall be molested or 
disturbed in person or 
property on account of reli-
gion…. No religious quali-
fication shall be required 
for any public office or 

employment.”
It also finds issue with 

the “religious exemption” 
process and the “religious 
questionnaire,” which the 
complaint claims “improp-
erly inquired into protected 
private affairs regarding 
health care decisions and 
religious sentiment, belief, 
and worship.”

Additionally it argues 
that the governor can 
“prohibit” certain behav-
iors, but cannot compel 
citizens to commit certain 
actions like getting 
vaccinated.

The document also 
states intent to amend the 
complaint to “add thirty to 
fifty-thousand additional 
similarly situated Plaintiffs.”

By Cameron Sheppard

cameron.sheppard@ 

soundpublishing.com



10    Friday, September 17, 2021     Kent Reporter

Sound Classifieds
in print & online!

to place an ad...

call: toll free 1-800-388-2527

email: classifieds@soundpublishing.com

What is only a few 

inches tall and can move 

almost anything?

..an ad in Sound Classifieds!

real estate
for rent - WA

Apartments for Rent 

King County

KENT

Scenic Vista
Senior 

Apartments
26404 104th Ave SE

Kent, WA 98030
 Beautiful 1 BR  
units available

$1287/mo. 
Full Size 

Washer/ Dryer
 in all units.

Section 8 accepted.
Income Limits Apply.

    

Call Susan 
253-520-9876

TDD: 711
    

This Institution is an Equal
Opportunity Provider and

Employer

real estate
rentals

Commercial Rentals

Office/Commercial

OFFICE FOR RENT -  
KENT

1-2 Person office(s)
$450 a month
In Quiet Senior 

Building
26404 104th Ave SE

Call Susan 
(253)520-9876

announcements

Announcements

A DV E RT I S E  S TAT E - 
WIDE with a $325 clas- 
sified listing or $1,575  
for a display ad. Call this  
newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for de- 
tails.

FREON WANTED: We  
pay $$$ for cyl inders  
and cans. R12 R500  
R11 R113 R114. Con- 
venient. Certified Profes- 
sionals. Call 312-291- 
9169 or visit Refrigerant- 
Finders.com

LONG DISTANCE MOV- 
ING. Cal l  today for  a  
F R E E  Q U OT E  f r o m  
America’s Most Trusted  
Interstate Movers. Let us  
take the stress out of  
moving! Call to speak to  
a Relocation Specialist,  
855-337-8535.

jobs

Employment

General

CARRIER  
ROUTES  

AVAILABLE

IN YOUR AREA

Call Today
253-872-6610

WA N T E D :  L i c e n s e d  
bath remodel contractor  
looking for more busi- 
ness. Team with Ameri- 
c a n  S t a n d a r d . E a r n  
$3,000+ weekly. Sign-on  
bonus  up  to  $5 ,000 .  
Contact us now:
800-215-5680

stuff

Appliances

NEW APPLIANCES
UP TO 70% OFF

All Manufacturer Small  
Ding’s, Dents, Scratches  

and Factory Imperfec- 
tions

 *Under Warranty*
For Inquiries, Call or Visit

Appliance Distributors @
14639 Tukwila Intl. Blvd.

206-244-6966

STAINLESS 
APPLIANCE 
PACKAGE

$1499
Refrigerator, Range &  

Dishwasher
*New Under Warranty*

Call Credit Dept.
206-244-6966

transportation

Auto Events/ 

Auctions

Abandoned Vehicle
Auction Every 

Tuesday and Friday
Preview 10:00AM
Auction 11:00AM

Lynn’s Towing/ South
835 Central Ave N. 

 Kent WA 98032  
(253)215-3333

Get the ball rolling...
Call 800-388-2527 today

Auto Events/ 

Auctions

AIRPORT/ BURIEN
& COLUMBIA

 z TOWING
ABANDONED

  

VEHICLE AUCTION  

*Sep. 24, 2021

 s 11am ]
Preview: Sep. 24, 2021  

8am-11am
801 S 176th St.

Burien, WA 98148
For a list of cars visit our site
www.AirportTow.com 

  

Airport Towing 

206-243-6252
  

Burien Towing 
206-433-0660

Columbia Towing
206-722-2535

Vehicles Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR  
TO CHARITY. Receive  
maximum value of write  
off for your taxes. Run- 
n i n g  o r  n o t !  
All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup. Call for de- 
tails, 855-635-4229.

legals

Legal Notices

Conner Homes at Lat- 
ham, LLC, Aron Golden,  
12600 SE 38th St Belle- 
vue, WA 98006-6105, is  
seeking coverage under  
the Washington State  
Department of Ecology’s  
Construction Stormwater  
N P D E S  a n d  S t a t e  
Waste Discharge Gener- 
al Permit.
The proposed project,  
Skagen Plat, is located  
at  23619 116th Ave SE  
in Kent in King county.
Th is  pro ject  invo lves  
4.59 acres of soil distur- 
bance for Residential,  
Utilities construction ac- 
tivities.
The receiving waterbody  
is City of Kent Storm  
System.
Any persons desiring to  
present their views to  
the Washington State  
Department of Ecology  
regarding this Applica- 
t ion,  or  in terested in  
Ecology’s action on this  
Application, may notify  
Ecology in writing no lat- 
er than 30 days of the  
last date of publication of  
this notice. Ecology re- 
views public comments  
and considers whether  
discharges from this pro- 
ject would cause a mea- 
surable change in re- 
ceiv ing water qual i ty,  
and, if so, whether the  
project is necessary and  
in the overriding public  
interest according to Tier  
II anti-degradation re- 
quirements under WAC  
173-201A-320.
Comments can be sub- 
mitted to:
ecyrewqianoi@

Legal Notices

ecy.wa.gov, or
ATTN: Water  Qua l i t y  
Program, Construction  
Stormwater
Washington State De- 
partment of Ecology
P.O. Box 47696
O l y m p i a ,  W A  
98504-7696
#937334
9/10/21, 9/17/21

NOTICE OF
 PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF KENT OFFICE  
OF THE HEARING

 EXAMINER
REZONE PERMIT

*DUE TO COVID-19  
AND HEALTH SAFETY  
REQUIREMENTS, AND  

BY ORDER OF THE  
GOVERNOR, THIS IS A  

REMOTE HEARING*
KENT MULTI-USE 

REZONE 
(RPP4 2203648) 

A public hearing will be  
he ld  to  cons ider  the  
applicant’s request to re- 
zone a 4.48-acre proper- 
ty from CC - Community  
Commerc ia l  to  GC –  
Genera l  Commerc ia l .  
The applicant proposes  
to construct a 4 story /  
100-unit hotel, fast food  
restaurant, and gas sta- 
tion with a convenience  
store and car wash.
The site is addressed as  
23703  Mi l i t a r y  Road  
South identified by King  
County Parcel Number,  
1522049010. The pro- 
ject site is zoned CC-  
Community Commercial.  
H e a r i n g  D a t e :  
W E D N E S DAY,  S E P - 
TEMBER 29, 2021 at  
10:00 AM
Hearing Location: Hear- 
ing will be held virtually  
v ia Zoom Conference  
Call. Please use confer- 
ence call instructions be- 
low.
Dial by your location
+1 253 215 8782 US  
(Tacoma)
888 475 4499 US Toll- 
free
Meeting ID: 814 7129  
3694
Passcode: 586868
Join Zoom Meeting
https://cityofkent.zoom.us
/j/81471293694?pwd=dE 
8wNFp2VkFxY1NIeVhQ
Ym9YT2lXZz09
Meeting ID: 814 7129  
3694
Passcode: 586868
Permit Number: RPP4- 
2203648, RZ-2020-1
Al l  in terested par t ies  
may participate and pro- 
vide testimony. The ap- 
plication is available for  
review upon request. For  
more information, please  
c o n t a c t  S a m  A l c o r n  
Planner, at salcorn@
kentwa.gov,  253-856- 
6449.
#937930
9/17/21

NOTICE OF
 PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF KENT OFFICE  
OF THE HEARING

 EXAMINER
PLAT ALTERATION  

PERMIT
*DUE TO COVID-19  

AND HEALTH SAFETY  
REQUIREMENTS, AND  

BY ORDER OF THE  
GOVERNOR, THIS IS A  

REMOTE HEARING*
LUMAR RIDGE PLAT  

ALTERATION 
(RPP3 2211477) 

A public hearing will be 

Legal Notices

he ld  to  cons ider  the  
applicant’s request to  
change the amount of  
lo ts for  the approved  
preliminary plat from 21  
to 23 lots.
The project is located at  
K i n g  C o u n t y  Pa r c e l  
Numbers 1822059170,  
1822059329 and
1822059062
H e a r i n g  D a t e :  
W E D N E S DAY,  S E P - 
TEMBER 29, 2021 at  
10:00 AM
Hearing Location: Hear- 
ing will be held virtually  
v ia Zoom Conference  
Call. Please use confer- 
ence call instructions be- 
low.
Dial by your location
+1 253 215 8782 US  
(Tacoma)
877 853 5257 US Toll- 
free
Meeting ID: 812 9325  
5207
Passcode: 080018
Join Zoom Meeting
https://cityofkent.zoom.us
/j/81293255207?pwd=OX 
hDaVA4SkpjTk5Od1FCY
3J5aTNJQT09
Meeting ID: 812 9325  
5207
Passcode: 080018
P e r m i t  N u m b e r :  
R P P 3 - 2 2 1 1 4 7 7 ,  
PTA-2021-2
Al l  in terested par t ies  
may participate and pro- 
vide testimony. The ap- 
plication is available for  
review upon request. For  
more information, please  
contact Andy Johnson,  
Planner, at anjohnson@
k e n t w a . g o v ,  
253-856-5448.
#937935
9/17/21

PUBLIC NOTICE
Kim Greer, is seeking  
c ove r a g e  u n d e r  t h e  
Washington State De- 
par tment of Ecology’s  
Construction Stormwater  
N P D E S  a n d  S t a t e  
Waste Discharge Gener- 
al Permit.  The proposed  
project, Sumpter Short  
P l a t ,  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  
14204 156th  Avenue  
S.E., in Renton in King  
County.  This project in- 
volves 2.7 acres of soil  
disturbance for residen- 
tial, road and utility con- 
struction activities. The  
stormwater inf i l t rates  
into the ground, with a  
potential of the emer- 
gency overflow discharg- 
ing into the Lower Cedar  
River.
Any persons desiring to  
present their views to  
the Washington State  
Department of Ecology  
regarding this applica- 
t ion,  or  in terested in  
Ecology’s action on this  
application, may notify  
Ecology in writing no lat- 
er than 30 days of the  
last date of publication of  
this notice. Ecology re- 
views public comments  
and considers whether  
discharges from this pro- 
ject would cause a mea- 
surable change in re- 
ceiv ing water qual i ty,  
and, if so, whether the  
project is necessary and  
in the overriding public  
interest according to Tier  
I I  ant idegradat ion re- 
quirements under WAC  
173-201A-320. 
Comments can be sub- 
mitted to:
Department of Ecology
Attn: Water Quality Pro- 
g r a m ,  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Stormwater
P.O. Box 47696, Olym- 
pia, WA 98504-7696
#937668
9/10/21, 9/17/21

Superior Court of  
Washington, 

County of King
 In re: Petitioner: 

PETER DRAXLER and  
Respondent:
 BARBORA 
MAROSOYA 

No. 21-3-04195-7 KNT  
Summons Served by  
Publication (SMPB).  
Summons Served by  

Publication 
To: BARBORA MARO- 
SOYA I have star ted a  
court case by filing a Pe- 
tition. The name of the  
Petition is: Petition for  
Divorce (Dissolut ion).  
You must  respond in  
writing if you want the  
cour t to consider your  
side.  
D e a d l i n e !  Yo u r  R e - 
sponse must be f i led  
and served wi th in 60  
days of  the date th is  
Summons is published:  
9/10/21. 
I f  you do not f i le and  
serve your Response or  
a Notice of Appearance  
by the deadline: No one  
has to notify you about  
other hear ings in this  
case, and the court may  
approve the requests in  
the Petition without hear- 
ing your side (called a  
default judgment). 

Legal Notices

Follow these steps: 
1. Read the Petition and  
any other  documents  
that were filed at court  
w i t h  t h i s  S u m m o n s .  
Those documents ex- 
plain what the other par- 
ty is asking for.
2. Fill out a Response on  
this form (check the Re- 
sponse that matches the  
Pet i t ion) : FL Divorce  
211, Response to Peti- 
t ion about a Marr iage  
You can get  the  Re- 
sponse form and other  
forms you may need at:  
The Washington State  
Courts’ website: Wash- 
ington LawHelp: or the  
Superior Court Clerk’s  
office or county law li- 
brary (for a fee). 
3. Serve (give) a copy of  
your Response to the  
person who f i led th is  
Summons a t  the  ad- 
dress below, and to any  
other par ties. You may  
use certified mail with re- 
turn receipt requested.  
For more information on  
how to serve, read Su- 
perior Court Civil Rule 5.  
4. File your original Re- 
sponse with the cour t  
clerk at this address: Su- 
perior Court Clerk, King  
County 401 4th Ave. N -  
Room 2C Ken t ,  WA,  
98032. 
5. A lawyer is not re- 
quired however it is a  
good idea to talk to a  
lawyer, but you may file  
a n d  s e r ve  yo u r  R e - 
sponse without one. 
/s/ James C. McGuire  
WSBA. 28454 
I agree to accept legal  
papers for this case at: 
1906 East Aloha Street  
Seattle, WA 98112 
This Summons is issued  
according to Rule 4.1 of  
the Superior Court Civil  
Rules of  the state of  
Washington. 
Published in the Kent  
Repor ter  on 9/10/21,  
9 / 1 7 / 2 1 ,  9 / 2 4 / 2 1 ,  
1 0 / 1 / 2 1 ,  1 0 / 8 / 2 1 ,  
10/15/21
#937371

SUPERIOR COURT OF  
WASHINGTON

COUNTY OF KING
In re the Estate of:

JAMALE R.
 THOMPSON,

Deceased.
NO.  21-4-05905-1 KNT

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

The Personal Represen- 
tative named below has  
been appointed as Per- 
sonal Representative of  
this Estate.  Any person  
having a claim against  
the decedent must, be- 
fore the time the claim  
would be barred by any  
o therw ise  app l i cable  
statute of  l imi tat ions,  
present the claim in the  
manner as provided in  
RCW 11.40.070 by serv- 
ing on or mailing to the  
Personal Representative  
or the Personal Repre- 
sentative’s attorneys at  
the address stated be- 
low a copy of the claim  
and filing the original of  
the claim with the Court  
in which the probate pro- 
ceed ings  were  com- 
menced.
The claim must be pre- 
sented within the later  
of:  (1) Thirty days after  
the Personal Represen- 
tative served or mailed  
the Notice to the creditor  
as provided under RCW  
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)  
four months after the  
date of first publication  
of  the Not ice.  I f  the  
claim is not presented  
within this time frame,  
t he  c l a i m  i s  fo reve r  
barred, except as other- 
wise provided in RCW  
1 1 . 4 0 . 0 5 1  a n d  
11.40.060.  This bar is  
effect ive as to claims  
against both the dece- 
dent’s probate assets  
and nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLI- 
CATION: September 17,  
2021.
P R :  / s /  D U R O N  L .  
JONES
/s/ Peter W. Mogren
Peter W. Mogren
WSBA #11515
Of MOGREN, GLESS- 
NER & AHRENS, P.S.
Attorneys for Personal  
Representative
100 Evergreen Bldg.; 
P. O. Box 90
Renton ,  WA  98057- 
0090
(425) 255-4542
#938060
9 / 1 7 / 2 1 ,  9 / 2 4 / 2 1 ,  
10/1/21

Superior Court of  
Washington, 

County of King
In re:

Petitioner: 
Dieynaba Traore

And Respondent:  
Moustapha Fall

No. 21-3-01827-1KNT
Summons Served by 

Legal Notices

Publication
(SMPB)

Summons Served by  
Publication

To: Moustapha Fall   
I have star ted a cour t  
case by filing a petition.   
The name of the Petition  
is: 
Dissolut ion of  Mar- 
riage (Final Divorce Or- 
der)
You must  respond in  
writing if you want the  
cour t to consider your  
side.  
Deadl ine!   Your  Re- 
sponse  must be f i led  
and served  within 60  
days  of  the date this  
Summons is published  
August 13, 2021.  If you  
do not f i le and serve  
your Response or a No- 
tice of Appearance by  
the deadline:
•฀ No฀ one฀ has฀ to฀ notify฀ 

y o u  a b o u t  o t h e r  
h e a r i n g s  i n  t h i s  
case, and

•฀ The฀ cour t฀ may฀ ap- 
prove the requests in  
the Petition without  
hear ing your  s ide  
( c a l l e d  a  d e fa u l t  
judgment).

Follow these steps:
1.   Read the Petition  
and any  o ther  docu- 
ments that were filed at  
cour t  w i th  th is  Sum- 
mons. Those documents  
explain what the other  
party is asking for. 2.    
Fill out a Response on  
this form:  
FL D ivorce  211,  Re- 
sponse to Petition about  
a Marriage.
You can get  the  Re- 
sponse form and other  
forms you may need at:
•฀ The฀ Washington฀ State฀ 

C o u r t s ’  w e b s i t e :  
www.courts.wa.gov/

       forms
•฀ Washington฀ LawHelp:฀ 

www.washingtonlaw
       help.org, or
•฀ T h e ฀ S u p e r i o r ฀ C o u r t฀ 

Clerk’s office or county  
law library (for a fee).

3.   S e r v e  ( g i ve )  a  
copy of your Response  
to the person who filed  
this Summons at the ad- 
dress below, and to any  
other parties.  You may  
use certified mail with re- 
turn receipt requested.   
For more information on  
how to serve, read Su- 
perior Court Civil Rule 5.
4.   File your original  
Response with the court  
clerk at this address:
Superior Court Clerk,    
King County
401 4th Ave N
Kent, WA 98032
5. Lawyer not required:   
It is a good idea to talk  
to a lawyer, but you may  
file and serve your Re- 
sponse without one.
/s/ Dieynaba Traore
Date: August 5, 2021
I agree to accept legal  
papers for this case at  
the following address:
PO Box 65
Renton, WA 98057
#934885
8 / 1 3 / 2 1 ,  8 / 2 0 / 2 1 ,  
8/27/21, 9/3/21, 9/10/21,  
9/17/21

Tri Pointe Homes, John  
Fernstrom, 15900 SE  
Eastgate Way Ste 300  
Bel levue,  WA 98008- 
5012, is  seeking cover- 
age under the Washing- 
ton State Department of  
Ecology’s Construction   
Stormwater NPDES and  
State Waste Discharge  
General Permit. The pro- 
posed  pro jec t ,  P ine  
M e a d o w s  a t  S o o s  
Creek ,  i s  l oca ted  a t  
11043 and 11061 SE  
192 St in Kent in King   
county. This project in- 
volves 7.29 acres of soil  
disturbance for Residen- 
t ia l  construct ion  ac- 
t iv i t ies. The receiving  
waterbody is Panther  
Creek. Any persons de- 
sir ing to present their   
views to the Washington  
S ta te  Depar tment  o f  
Ecology regarding this  
Application, or  interest- 
ed in Ecology’s action on  
this Application, may no- 
tify Ecology in writing no  
later  than 30 days of the  
last date of publication of  
this notice. Ecology re- 
views public  comments  
and considers whether  
discharges from this pro- 
ject would cause a  mea- 
surable change in re- 
ceiv ing water qual i ty,  
and, if so, whether the  
project is  necessary and  
in the overriding public  
interest according to Tier  
II anti-degradation  re- 
quirements under WAC  
173-201A-320. Com- 
ments can be submitted   
to: ecyrewqianoi@
ecy.wa.gov,  or  ATTN:  
Water Quality Program,  
Construction Stormwater   
Washington State De- 
par tment  o f  Eco logy  
P.O. Box 47696 Olym- 
pia, WA 98504-7696
#938237
9/17/21, 9/24/21

Legal Notices

SUPERIOR COURT OF  
WASHINGTON

COUNTY OF KING
In re the Estate of:
MARJORIE SUSAN  

HILLSON,
Deceased.

NO.  21-4-05890-0 KNT
NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
The Personal Represen- 
tative named below has  
been appointed as Per- 
sonal Representative of  
this Estate.  Any person  
having a claim against  
the decedent must, be- 
fore the time the claim  
would be barred by any  
o therw ise  app l i cable  
statute of  l imi tat ions,  
present the claim in the  
manner as provided in  
RCW 11.40.070 by serv- 
ing on or mailing to the  
Personal Representative  
or the Personal Repre- 
sentative’s attorneys at  
the address stated be- 
low a copy of the claim  
and filing the original of  
the claim with the Court  
in which the probate pro- 
ceed ings  were  com- 
menced.
The claim must be pre- 
sented within the later  
of:  (1) Thirty days after  
the Personal Represen- 
tative served or mailed  
the Notice to the creditor  
as provided under RCW  
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)  
four months after the  
date of first publication  
of  the Not ice.  I f  the  
claim is not presented  
within this time frame,  
t he  c l a im  i s  fo reve r  
barred, except as other- 
wise provided in RCW  
1 1 . 4 0 . 0 5 1  a n d 

Legal Notices

11.40.060.  This bar is  
effect ive as to claims  
against both the dece- 
dent’s probate assets  
and nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLI- 
CATION: September 10,  
2021.
PR: /s/ JON (JOHN) JO- 
SEPH KIRCH
/s/ Peter W. Mogren
Peter W. Mogren
WSBA #11515
Of MOGREN, GLESS- 
NER & AHRENS, P.S.
Attorneys for Personal  
Representative
100 Evergreen Bldg.; 
P. O. Box 90
R e n t o n ,  W A   
98057-0090
(425) 255-4542
#937735
9 / 1 0 / 2 1 ,  9 / 1 7 / 2 1 ,  
9/24/21
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Home Services

Floor Install/Service

Teofilo  
Construction Inc.
** Drywall
** Painting
** Tile
** Carpentry

 Call (206)380-2809

Home Services

Handyperson

PUGET SOUND
 CONSTRUCTION

  Interior / Exterior 
Painting and 

Home Repairs
Build Wood Decks

 and Fences
Patio Covers

253-350-3231
#PUGETSC038KA

Home Services

Landscape Services

A-1 SHEER
GARDENING &  
LANDSCAPING

* Cleanup * Trim
 * Weed * Prune * Sod  

* Seed * Bark  
* Retaining Wall

* Backhoe * Patios
   425-226-3911 Ofc 
206-226-3345 Cell

  Lic# A1SHEGL034JM

HI MARK
LANDSCAPING &  

GARDENING

Special Spring

 Clean-up

 DTree Service  DHauling
 DWeeding  DPruning
 DHedge Trim  DFence
 DConcrete  DBark
 D New Sod & Seed 
 DBlock Retaining Wall
 DAerating & Thatching
 DRemodeling Kitchen &
 DBath & Painting
 *  Pressure Washing *

Senior Discount

FREE ESTIMATE

206-387-6100
Lic#HIMARML924JB

Home Services

Landscape Services

LATINO’S
LAWN & GARDEN

ALL LANDSCAPING
   Fence repair & new  

fence installation,
Blackberry Removal,   

Gutter & Roof Cleaning
 Retaining wall

AND MUCH MORE.

Check us out Online
www.latinoslawn
andgarden.com

www.latinoslawnandgarden.com 

CCLATINLG894P5
 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

LOWEST PRICE
Free Estimates
Senior Discount

Lic/Bonded/Insured

CALL JOSE
206-250-9073

Home Services

Tree/Shrub Care

TREE SERVICE

Tree Trimming
and Pruning

Medium size removal.
Stump Grinding. Roof  
and Gutter Cleaning.
Excavator Services.

ALL YARD WORK  
AND LANDSCAPING

  

CCLATINLG894P5
 

Satisfaction Guaranteed
LOWEST PRICE
Free Estimates
Senior Discount

Lic/Bonded/Insured

(206) 250-9705

Get the ball rolling...
Call 800-388-2527 today

Classifieds - We’ve got you 

covered - 1-800-388-2527

Find your perfect pet 
in the classifieds

www.SoundClassifieds.com

Find It. Buy It. Sell It.

Looking for the ride

of your life?

www.SoundClassifieds.com

Service Directory

SOUND classifi eds
SOUNDCLASSIFIEDS.COM  1.800.388.2527

classifi eds@soundpublishing.com

classifi eds

Relax,
we will do the

work for you!

Advertise today

in the Sound

Classifi eds!

SOUNDCLASSIFIEDS.COM  1-800-388-2527  classifieds@soundpublishing.com

Reach your goals,
        Advertise today!

Over 85 percent of our community 

newspaper readers check the 

classified ads, and 73 percent of 

customers report an excellent 

response to a classified ad.

SoundClassifi eds.com

Make a 
splash!

Selling in the 

classifi eds 

is easy!

Call us today..

1-800-388-2527

email: classifi ed@
soundpublishing.com



Disney on Ice will pres-
ent Dream Big during a 
nine-show run Oct. 27 
to Nov. 1 at the accesso 
ShoWare Center in Kent.

The stor y features 
Miguel as he aspires to 
be a musician and jour-
neys through the Land 
of the Dead to unlock his 
family’s history. Moana 
and Maui bravely restore 
the stolen heart of Te 
Fiti; Anna and Elsa save 
their kingdom; and the 
Disney princesses inspire 
with stories of strength, 
determination and kind-
ness. The moments are 
filled with breathtaking 
ice skating and beloved 
Disney songs and stories 
that give everyone a 
reason to believe.

See Mickey, Minnie, 
Donald, Goofy and stars 
from “Frozen,” “Moana,” 
“Coco,” “Aladdin,” “Beauty 
and the Beast,” “The Little 
Mermaid,” “ Tangled,” 
“The Princess and the 
Frog,” “Cinderella” and 
“Sleeping Beauty.”

All guests ages 2 and 
older are required to have 
a ticket. No costumes are 
allowed for guests 14 and 
older. Monitor the ShoW-
are Center website for 
health and safety policies, 
including face covering 
and entry requirements, 
which are subject to 
change.

Tickets go on sale to 
the general public at 10 
a.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 21 
at accessoshowarecen-
ter.com. A presale that 
requires a password code 
started Sept. 14.

Prices for non-weekend 
shows are $80 for floor 
and $50, $40 and $38 for 
arena seats. Prices for the 
weekend shows are $110 
for floor and $70, $50, $45 
and $38 for arena seats.

Showtimes

■ Wednesday, Oct. 27, 7 
p.m.
■ Thursday, Oct. 28, 7 
p.m.
■ Friday, Oct. 29, 7 p.m.
■ Saturday, Oct. 30, 11 
a.m.
■  Saturday, Oct. 30, 3 
p.m.
■ Saturday, Oct. 30, 6:30 
p.m.
■ Sunday, Oct. 31, 11 a.m.
■ Sunday, Oct. 31, 3 p.m.
■ Monday, Nov. 1, 6:30 
p.m.

Doors open one hour 
prior to performance
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GO TO  
vote.covingtonreporter.com 

to Vote!
Mail-in or Drop-off:

1010 S. 336th St. Suite 330, Federal Way, WA 98003

E-mail _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________Phone ________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________City __________________________________________ Zip ___________________

Please mail or bring your completed entry to Best of… c/o Kent Reporter: 1010 S. 336th St. Suite 330, Federal Way, WA 98003. 
One entry per person. Voting ends at 4pm on Sunday, Sept. 26, 2021. Entry must be at least 50% completed with name, address & 
phone to be counted. No photo copies of ballot.

2021

of

COVIN
GTO

N

COVIN
GTO

N

COMMUNITY
Community Leadership Business Awards  ______________________

Customer Service  _______________________________________

New Business __________________________________________

Non-Profit _____________________________________________

PEOPLE
Accountant ____________________________________________

Attorney / Law Firm ______________________________________

Chiropractor  ___________________________________________

Community Volunteer _____________________________________

Dentist  _______________________________________________

Financial Professional _____________________________________

Healthcare Provider  ______________________________________

Insurance Agent  ________________________________________

Non Profit  _____________________________________________

Optical  _______________________________________________

Orthodontist  ___________________________________________

Real Estate Agent  _______________________________________

Veterinarian  ___________________________________________

SHOPPING
Clothing/Shoe Store  ______________________________________

Flower Shop  ___________________________________________

Gift Store  _____________________________________________

Jewelry Store  __________________________________________

Pet Store/Pet Supplies  ____________________________________

Plant Nursury/Garden Center  _______________________________

SERVICES
Automotive  ____________________________________________

Bank/Credit Union _______________________________________

Doggy Boarding /Day Care _________________________________

Fitness Center  __________________________________________

Golf Course ____________________________________________

Hair Salon/Barber Shop  ___________________________________

Healthcare Facility _______________________________________

Massage Therapy  _______________________________________

Nail Salon  _____________________________________________

Pet Groomer  ___________________________________________

Physical Therapy ________________________________________

Senior Living Community __________________________________

Spa Services  ___________________________________________

Travel Agency/Agent  _____________________________________

RESTAURANTS
Asian Cuisine  __________________________________________

BBQ  _________________________________________________

Breakfast  _____________________________________________

Dinner  _______________________________________________

Hamburgers  ___________________________________________

Indian Cuisine __________________________________________

Italian Cuisine  __________________________________________

Lunch  ________________________________________________

Mexican Cuisine  ________________________________________

Pizza  ________________________________________________

Sweet Treats/Desserts ____________________________________

The Best of Covington Nominations Round begins August 30 and ends Sept 26, 2021
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legendarydoughnuts.com

Not your average doughnut.

One FREE Doughnut!
Any Doughnut 1 per visit, expires 9/30/2021

Expect Excellence!

Cathy Wahlin
Certified Residential Specialist

 Real Estate Broker-
Windermere/PSK

441 Ramsay Way  

Ste 103, Kent WA 98032

253-315-1758

I appreciate your vote!

Covington Animal Hospital

27045 174th Pl. SE
Covington, WA 98042

(behind Jiffy Lube, adjacent to WalMart)

(253) 631-8616
FAX: (253) 639-2683

www.vcahospitals.com/covington

425-432-5476
17621 SE 272ND ST

COVINGTON, WA 98042
WWW.VALLEYAUTOELECTIC.COM

THANK YOU for VOTING US #1

253.525.1815
FiveStarPainting.com

Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise 

LIC#FIVESSP835J7

Exterior Painting

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Drywall Repair

And more!

Our Services

Financing Available (oac)

23260 Marine View Drive South | Des Moines
www.ZenithHolland.com | 206.878.7002

ZENITH HOLLAND NURSERY

A Place of 
Beauty and 
Inspiration

Des Moines’ First and Finest Family Owned Nursery

OPEN DAILY 9 am - 6 pm

Disney on Ice coming to Kent Oct. 27-Nov. 1 at ShoWare Center
By Steve Hunter

shunter@soundpublishing.com

COURTESY PHOTO, DISNEY ON ICE

Disney on Ice returns Oct. 27 to Nov. 1 to the accesso 
ShoWare Center in Kent.

STAY 
CONNECTED.
your local news, 
in print and online.
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VOTE
NOW
for this years

BEST OF…

Vote online @ vote.kentreporter.com

VOTE NOW!
Winner’s Round!

The community nominated their favorites in several 

categories for the 2021 Best of Kent competition! Now we 

are down to the top 3-5 finalists. You can help determine 
the WINNER by going online and voting for one of the top 

finalists in each category!

You decide who wins!
 Voting ends October 8, 2021

Vote Online at

 vote.kentreporter.com
Kent People
Attorney/Law Firm 

Bartender/Location 

Financial Professional 

Insurance Agent 

Pet Groomer 

Real Estate Agent  

Travel Agent 

Veterinarian  

Waiter-Waitress/Location 

Non-Profit  

Services
Automotive Care 

Bank/Credit Union 

Catering 

Daycare 

Employment & Staffing Agency 

Hair Salon/Barber Shop  

Learning Center/Tutor 

Mortgage Services 

Painter/Contractor  

Property Management  

Tattoo Parlor

Shopping
Bookstore 

Clothing/Shoe Store  

Consignment/Thrift Store 

Flower Shop  

Gift Store 

Grocery/Convenient Store 

Jewelry Store  

Pet Store 

Plant Store/Nursery  

Restaurants
Bakery 
Bar/Happy Hour 
BBQ 
Breakfast 
Coffee Shop 
Family Restaurant 
Hamburger 
Lunch 
Pizza 
Take Out 

Dining
Chinese Cuisine 
Fine Dining 
Indian Cuisine 
Italian Cuisine 
Japanese Cuisine 
Mexican Cuisine 
Thai Cuisine 
Vietnamese Cuisine 

Health/Fitness
Chiropractor 
Dentist 
Denturist 
Eye Doctor 
Healthcare Facility 
Massage Therapist 
Healthcare Provider 
Senior Living Community 
Fitness Center 
Spa Services 

Healthcare for the 21st Century

 Bob Smithing, ARNP
Maddy Wiley, ARNP 
Coreen Klein, ARNP
Kristin Burns, ARNP

Call us today

253.859.2273
www.familycareofkent.com

Expect Excellence!

Cathy Wahlin
Certified Residential Specialist

 Real Estate Broker-
Windermere/PSK

441 Ramsay Way  

Ste 103, Kent WA 98032

253-315-1758

I appreciate your vote!

PAOLO’S
Italian Restaurant

 253-850-2233
www.paolositalian.com

Vote Us Best 
Italian Cuisine 

and Fine Dining 
in Kent!

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

Voted Best
Mexican

Restaurant
in Kent! 

25633 102nd Place SE
Kent WA 98031

253-852-0210

2805 S. 125th St.

Burien, WA 98168

206.243.0300
www.boulevardparkplace.com

  

VOTE US BEST 

SENIOR LIVING 

COMMUNITY IN 2021!

www.baldwinchiropractic.com

VOTE US BEST 

CHIROPRACTOR 

IN 2021!
Clearvue Vision Center

8009 S. 180th St., Suite 104
Across from IKEA

425-251-9200

Vote us Best Eye Doctor  
in 2021!

9 POOL TABLES, 

5 DART BOARDS, 

20 TV'S

25626 102nd Pl SE, Kent

(253) 850-3749

Vote Us Best  
Law Firm in Kent!

(253) 854-1244

Wills & Trusts | Probate 
Personal Injury

iddinslaw.com

Serving Kent 

and Beyond 

Since 1948

555 West Smith Street | Kent, WA
253-852-2345    

www.curranfirm.com

curran law firm

Vote Us Best Senior 
Living Community 

in Kent!

Discover The 
Difference

at

253-852-2737
www.StellarLiving.com 

11644 SE 240th St.
Kent 98031

253.631.5320

KentEastHillNursery.com

https://lifelikedentureswa.com/

Dentures

(253) 813-8000 
25052 – 104th Ave SE #G

 Kent WA. 98030

Personalized care for  
a lifelike smile.

www.lifelikedentureswa.com

15101 SE 272nd St. Kent, WA 98042 • weatherlyinn.com | (253) 630-7496

…where it’s home and 
you’re family!

A  m e m o r y  c a r e  c o m m u n i t y

Mary's Fine Food 
Restaurant

Serving the Community since 1992

Mary's Restaurant 

253-854-2650 & 206-354-3386
23641-104th Avenue SE • Kent East Hill

Vote Us...

Best Breakfast
Best Lunch

Best Family Restaurant

Local Owners

Putting You First

25239 104th Ave SE

Kent, WA 98030
Ph 253-852-3280 

www.easthilltire.com

All Major Brands
Tires & Custom Wheels

Complete Automotive Service

253-859-0910

craig.romney.b810@statefarm.com

24255 104th Ave. SE • Kent

Auto • Fire • Life • Health

Craig Romney,
Agent

7 AM to 2 PM 
7 days a week
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SMOKE-ROASTED SINCE 1971

CALL AHEAD 253.854.1210

807 W VALLEY HWY IN KENT
http://richs5star.breakawayiris.com/

13121 SE Kent Kangley RD
Kent, WA, 98030

253-639-STAR(7827)
Order online at:

www.richs5starpizza.com

M-F 11am-9pm  •  Sat 12pm-9pm

211 1st Ave. S.  •  Kent WA 98032

253-850-5887
www.mythaichili.com

VOTE ALL AGLOW SPA FOR BOTH 
MASSAGE THERAPIST & SPA SERVICES!


