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By Bill Reynolds

The La Conner Planning 
Commission is looking to h elp 
lay a new foundation to solve 
recurring local housing short-
age concerns.

More than a half-century 
ago, Puget Sound Mail editor 
Pat O’Leary urged La Conner 
homeowners to make available 
their spare driveways and lot 
spaces for workers to park trail-
ers while employed here. 

Fast forward to 2020 when 
town planning commissioners 
are considering more long-term 
housing solutions.

Based on input received 
last year, the advisory panel 

is studying whether to recom-
mend accessory dwelling units 
be designated an allowed use 
in town residential areas and 
their restrictions in commercial 
zones be signifi cantly eased.

“We have started to fl esh out 
those two areas in particular,” 
Town Planner Marianne Man-
ville-Ailles told the Weekly 
News last week, “because of 
the direction that came from 
the annual joint Town Council 
Planning Commission meeting.

“That direction,” she said, 
“was to look at ways that we 
could increase housing oppor-
tunities in La Conner.” 

An accessory dwelling unit 
(ADU), sometimes referred to 

as a mother-in-law apartment 
or secondary suite, is general-
ly a self-contained unit either 
attached to an owner-occupied 
single-family home or a sepa-
rate structure on the same prop-
erty.

A Conditional Use Permit is 
now required in La Conner for 
those wanting to develop an 
ADU on their property.

A less restrictive ADU code 
would refl ect recommendations 
favorable to in-fi ll housing on 
La Conner lots made by a Uni-
versity of Washington study 
group in the early 1990s.

Town panel explores increasing housing options

By Bill Reynolds

Countless people have dreamt about selling all their worldly possessions and setting sail 
for parts unknown.

Linda Rumbolt wasn’t o ne of them.
But that’s exactly what she and her then-husband, David Solie, did a decade ago.
Their leap of faith would take them from La Conner down the Pacifi c Coast, through the 

Panama Canal, and eventually to Florida, a voyage lasting more than a year and a half.
Sailing was in Dave’s blood. His dad had a sailboat that he raced on Puget Sound. 
Though born in Newfoundland to a family that had made its living on the sea, Linda, 

now part of the La Conner Schools Food Services staff , was less drawn to the sailing life.
“The smell of salt air is like music to my soul,” she says, “but that didn’t mean I had to 

become a sailor.
“I did enjoy a sail for an afternoon,” Linda adds, “but, still, it never entered my mind I’d 

be living on a sailboat.”
The 30-foot Starshine would indeed become the couple’s home from the fall of 2007 to 

spring of 2009, a period Linda has committed to manuscript form and with editing help 

La Conner woman tests publishing
waters with high seas adventure

(Continued on Page 7)

By Craig McCulloch

The British Columbia government has stopped all logging in a Cana-
dian part of the Skagit Valley, which is part of a major salmon producing 
stream for Puget Sound. The area is known as the “Donut Hole,: or Silver-
daisy, and was an unprotected area of land between Manning and Skagit 
Valley Provincial parks, which are on the Canadian-U.S. border.

In making the announcement, the B.C. government suspended all 
licenses to harvest timber in the 14,332-acre area.

Doug Donaldson, British Columbia’s forests minister, says the govern-
ment will transfer logging rights to another area of the province. 

“While we are committed to conserving the environment for future gen-
erations, we also need to protect forestry jobs as well,” Donaldson said. 
“To do this, we’ve been working with the Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy to secure access to new harvest areas.”

A stream near the area feeds into the Skagit River, which is a major 
source of salmon for Puget Sound. The area also is home to endangered 
wildlife, such as grizzly bears and spotted owls. 

The announcement does not cover mining interests in the area. Possible 
sale or transfer of those rights are being negotiated with relevant mining 
companies.

Skagit Valley Provincial Park itself was created when Seattle City Light 
canceled construction of the High Ross Dam in 1984. In return, British 
Columbia agreed to sell power to Seattle, to compensate for what the 
hydroelectric dam would have generated.

In a statement, Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan applauded the announce-
ment, saying she will continue to advocate for total protection of the area 
from any future mining exploration.

One of the companies that owns mining rights in the area is Imperial 
Metals. In 2014, a dam holding back mine tailings ruptured near Mount 
Polley, sending more than six billion gallons of mining waste materials 
into Quesnel Lake.

First Published by KNKX, Dec. 5, 2019

British Columbia government stops logging
in Canadian portion of Skagit Valley

By Tim Johnson

Published in Cascadia Weekly, Dec. 4, 2019
On the surface, the Salish Sea looks beautiful, but it is in grave trouble. 

Southern Resident orcas, Chinook salmon, steelhead, and many other 
species are listed under the Endangered Species Act. Toxic chemicals and 
pharmaceuticals continue to pollute our waterways. Shellfi sh beds are 
routinely closed to commercial and recreational harvest due to fecal con-
tamination. More indicators point in the direction of continued decay than 
in the direction of recovery, but the picture is not entirely without hope.

“Despite a signifi cant investment of energy and resources from federal, 
tribal, state, and local governments and non-governmental partners, habi-
tat degradation continues to outpace restoration,” warns Laura Blackmore, 
executive director of the Puget Sound Partnership. “While this situation at 
times seems impossibly bleak, the thousands of passionate people who are 
devoted to seeing the return of a healthy and resilient Puget Sound give us 
hope.”

The Puget Sound Partnership, the state agency leading the region’s col-
lective eff ort to restore and protect the Salish Sea, released their biennial 
“State of the Sound Report” this week. The report stresses that “we can 
still recover Puget Sound, but only if we act boldly now.”

The report is clear that Puget Sound remains in grave trouble. The 
damaging eff ects of pollution, habitat degradation and disturbance persist. 
Human well-being is also aff ected, the report notes, by reducing fi shing 
opportunities and threatening human health. Climate change impacts and 
continued population growth stand to increase pressures on an ecosystem 
already in peril.

An indicator species of precipitous decline, critically endangered orcas 
have fallen to a 30-year low. Just 73 animals remained in August 2019, 
following the death of several individuals in 2017, 2018 and 2019, ac-
cording to the Center for Whale Research. 

“This alarming decline signals that the Southern Resident population 
is in severe jeopardy and at risk of extinction if no action is taken,” the 
report authors note.

The state of the Salish
Sea is not sound

MORE THAN A THREE-HOUR TOUR – La Conner resident Linda Rumbolt and her 
then-husband Dave Solie lived aboard the 30-foot sailboat Starshine (above) from 
2007-2009. They enjoyed much of their time sailing between here and Florida, but there 
were also tense moments when Linda was haunted by the theme song from Gilligan’s 
Island.                                                                             – Photo courtesy of Linda Rumbolt 

EAGLES HERE, THERE, EVERYWHERE – The eagle tree outside of Edison is full up with winter 
residents, reports the photographer. If there are salmon swimming upstream, there are eagles on 
wing and perched in trees. The action for January is upriver every weekend, with the Skagit River 
Eagle Festival in full feather.                                                                       – Photo by Nancy Crowell

WILL NELSON

(Continued on Page 8)

Parade, concert, fireworks fill July 4

By Anne Basye

For three or four days, Dean Swanson could hear 
the corn grow. 

The corn he planted Saturday, June 26 was up four 
days later. Stalks that was already a foot tall doubled 
in a week. 

“It was fun to watch things grow so fast,” he said. 
“Like they say in the Midwest, you could hear it!” 

Meanwhile, Swanson’s raspberries took it on 
the chin. He estimates the heat bleached about 20 
percent of his crop, mostly berries on the west side 
of north-south rows. 

Kai Ottesen saw the same phenomenon at Hedlin 
Family Farms, on berries higher on the cane that did 
not have good leaf shading. 

“But by and large, we did alright,” he said, except 
that the crew had to quickly pick all the snap peas 
before the cool-weather crop “completely gave up.” 

Hedlin’s blueberries are fine. Swanson’s blackber-
ries are fine. Strawberries were almost over anyway. 
Upriver, berries were hit hard. 

“We are fortunate that we are on the water, which 
buffers the heat a bit,” said Ottesen. “We don’t have 
quite the same highs as they get in Mount Vernon or 
up in Rockport. And it cools down faster at night.” 

Crops that like heat are thriving and are one to 
three weeks ahead. Crops that do not like heat “are 
wilting,” said Ray De Vries of Ralph’s Greenhouse. 

Soil type also makes a difference. “If you’re farm-
ing in something that will retain moisture or is close 
to the river where water is easy to get to, the fields 
are fine. In sandier soil, they are turning brown,” he 
said. 

With the Skagit River swollen with snowmelt, 
there is adequate water for irrigation now. Looking 
ahead, De Vries is concerned that that river levels 
will drop in August and September, just when farm-
ers most need water. 

In hot weather, potatoes shut down, said John 
Thulen of Pioneer Potatoes. “They stop growing and 
even go backwards as they lose moisture.” 

Some potatoes will be smaller. Yields may be low-
er. But at least the heat wave “is a burden shared by 
the whole west coast,” he said. “It’s worse when it’s 
just you, when the flood just hits your field.” 

The heat did not bother the pumpkins growing at 
Gordon Skagit Farms, but over at Dona Flora, many 
of Beth Hailey’s flowers “crisped and turned white,” 
she said. “The Sweet Williams that were in the sun 
looked like someone threw bleach on them.” 

Jason Vander Kooy’s alfalfa “grew like crazy” 
last week but pasture grass did not like it much. His 
Harmony Dairy irrigation is “going full bore” as he 
tries to keep the grass alive until rain comes. 

“Heat is dangerous for cows,” said Vander Kooy. 
“They can’t cool themselves like a human can. When 
it hit 100 degrees, the cows were uncomfortable. 
They were eating less, drinking lots of water and 
didn’t want to move.” 

His cows made it through – but had the heat wave 
gone on one or two more days, the story might have 
been different. 

Sheds and coops tucked under the west side of 
Pleasant Ridge meant morning shade for the Mes-
man Farm’s sheep and chickens, said Anita Mesman. 

Because the Katahdin sheep they raise have a 
smooth hair coat rather than fleece, they adapt better 
to high heat. 

Still, they sought shade under tarps and build-
ings when the sun came over the Ridge. “I walked 
through the flock four to five times a day to make 
sure they were not in distress and that they were 
drinking enough water,” Mesman said. 

Heat hurts some 
farmer harvests

OH, SAY, CAN YOU SEE THE RED, WHITE AND BLUE? – Fireworks sponsored by the Town of La Conner once again 
lit a night sky on Sunday. Before and after the 15 minute display, Native firework vendors put on a show lasting some five 
hours, with perhaps the last boom heard either side of 2 a.m. July 4th photos, pages 3 and 4. 
                	                                                                                                                                         – Photo by Nancy Crowell

THIS IS WHAT INNOCENT AS A NEW BORN LAMB 
LOOKS LIKE – “Oh my gosh, couldn’t you have wait-
ed?” thought Anita Mesman when this lamb was born 
at 1 a.m. on the hottest night of the year. The new 
Mesman Farms resident weighed 10.25 pounds at 
birth and has since gained five pounds. Mother “Char-
lie” and baby “Junior” are both doing fine, Mesman re-
ports.                           – Photo courtesy of Anita Mesman

By Ken Stern

July 1 started a new month and was 
the day Will Nelson was sworn in as 
La Conner’s new school superinten-
dent at a school board meeting called 
for that purpose. Board chair Susie 
Deyo called it a very special day, “ob-
viously,” for the school district and for 
Nelson. She asked Lynette Cram, the 
longest serving board member, to ad-
minister the oath to Nelson.

“Excited” was the word most repeat-
ed Nelson said he was “super excited 
to be a part of the community here. I 
am excited to start the journey” with 
you. He promised to roll up his sleeves 
and get to work.

Deyo asked all board members to 
speak and she, and they, were also ex-
cited. She noted Nelson’s extensive 
work in improving academic perfor-

Will Nelson now school superintendent
mance as a sign he will “take the district 
to the next level.”

Board member John Agen noted how 
Nelson engaged “warmly and openly 
and honesty” and the need to reach all 
students. Board member J.J. Wilbur 
welcomed Nelson to the district and 
said he looks forward to his attending 
a Swinomish Indian Tribal Communi-
ty senate meeting. Wilbur is a senate 
member. 

Cram expressed her appreciation that 
Nelson’s “heart is with the kids ... (and) 
that is the center of his work.”

The first action item on the agenda 
was unanimous approval of Christine 
Tripp as middle and high school prin-
cipal. The board lacked a quorum at its 
June meeting and could not vote than. 
Cram recused herself from voting on 
hiring her sister. 

Nelson’s photo will hang on a wall 

By Ken Stern

La Conner’s once again annu-
al July 4th parade started up First 
Street shortly after noon – 12:20 
p.m., actually – Sunday, greeted by 
spectator cheers and applause. On 
this picture perfect weather day – it 
was 70 degrees at noon and 76 de-
grees at 4 p.m. – everyone, paraders 
and attendees, was smiling, with 
many on both sides decked out in 
red, white and blue in all kinds of 
permutations, from head to toe. 

Locals arrived early with their 
chairs, staking out prime space at 
the curb. Jo Mitchell brought family 
and friends visiting from Mesa, Ar-
izona. Yes it was pretty hot a week 
ago here, wasn’t it? They were at 
the Washington Street corner of the 
post office. Others claimed benches 
along the street.

The parade seemed about a third 
longer in length and to take a third 
longer – 20 minutes, instead of 15 – 
to pass by. La Conner’s 1941 white 
Ford firetruck, following a Sher-
iff’s Office motorcycle, led the way. 
Some 12 tractors, almost all John 
Deere, from almost as many de-
cades, rode through. Lots of classic 
cars also stretched the parade out.

Candy abounded as paraders 
tossed handful after handful to the 
curbs. At least one considerate man 
gathered some up and gave it back to 
kids on a float, perhaps for them to 

toss it out again.
Local elders from the La Conner 

Sunrise Food Bank, Rotary Club and 
Soroptimists marched behind their 
organizations’ banner. Jim Airy, 
Tami Mason and Bob Raymond ro-
tated their food bank banner around. 
Anne Airy and Stuart Hutt followed 
behind, passing out bottles of water 
from mini shopping carts.

Brad Bradford, on his tricycle, 
was not the only Uncle Sam, but his 
beard was probably the whitest.

There were dogs, too, seemingly 
not as many in the parade and more 
in the crowd. 

Bill Stokes, sporting an Ameri-
can flag tie, actively campaigned, 
his red, white and blue adorned 
pickup truck carrying his name as 
a town council candidate. A woman 
in green attire reminiscent of 1920s 
dress could have been a suffragette. 
Her sign: “Independence for All.”

Alas, if it was a perfect parade, 
it was different, missing Shriners 
in their little cars. There were no 
bands, the most audible organized 
music being the Catmobile. La Con-
ner’s Kiwanis and senior center staff 
and volunteer sat this year out. There 
seemed to be fewer kids on bicycles. 

The crowd spread out from Cen-
ter down to Commercial streets, 
but there were holes. Still, every-
one came, from babies in arms and 
strollers to grandparents in walkers. 
Afterwards, Charles Talman reflect-

ed on the generations of families he 
saw: “The kids have grown up. The 
parents are gray haired. Their kids 
are having kids.”

The parade lasted longer because 
La Conner’s firetruck and the Cat-
mobile brought up the rear, having 
circled around for a second go.
Blues blare in Gilkey Square

Mary Ellen Lykins and the C.C. 
Adams Band played the first con-
cert in Gilkey Square since Septem-
ber 2019, performing for over three 
hours. People danced, flowing on 
and off the space in front of the band 
depending on the song. They filled 
the dance area for Stevie Wonder’s 
“Superstition.”

Councilmember John Leaver 
gained Town approval for bringing 
the band in.
Fireworks light night sky

Town sponsored fireworks re-
turned after a coronavirus pandem-
ic one year absence. The contractor 
started shooting his arsenal from the 
west side of the Swinomish Chan-
nel north of the Three Hats park 
promptly at 10 p.m. and residents 
and visitors alike were treated to a 
solid 15 minute performance. But 
an hour or more before, Swinomish 
fireworks vendors started launching 
their leftover inventory from at least 
three sites on or near the channel as 
well as from Snee Oosh beach on 

in the administrative building, 
the start of a new tradition, Deyo 
said.
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Heat . . .
(Continued from Page 1)

JOYCE JOHNSON

By Ken Stern
Skagit County recorded 32 

new COVID-19 cases the last 
two weeks of June. These are the 
lowest weekly totals since Sept. 
2020. The state Department of 
Health reports 48.3 cases per 
100,000 residents in the last two 
weeks, through July 1. 

There has been a steady de-
cline in new cases since May 1, 

the result of county residents get-
ting vaccinated at an increasing 
rate. Through June 30, 149,680 
total doses have been given to 
Skagit County residents, DOH 
reports, while 62.7% of all Skagi-
tonians 12 years and older are at 
least partially vaccinated against 
COVID-19, Skagit Public Health 
reports.

The graph of new COVID-19 
cases in Skagit County in 
2021 shows that cases spiked 
post-Christmas holidays in 
mid-January and then declined 
generally through March. Gov. 
Jay Inslee’s March decision to 
move the entire state into Phase 
3 of his Healthy Washington: 
Roadmap to Recovery reopening 
plan led to sharp increases in new 
cases across the state in April. 
In Skagit County, cases doubled 
more than doubled, to 494, from 
215 in March.

Individuals’ social behaviors 
probably changed little in May 
with regard to mask wearing and 
safe social distancing, but spring 
weather and residents seeking 
vaccinations reduced May’s total 
new COVID-19 cases 30%, with 
total cases dropping to 61 the last 
week of the month. New case 
counts continued to drop in June. 
The 107 total cases are 31% of 
May’s new cases.

Washington fully reopened 
to social and economic activity 
June 30 with limited exceptions 
for healthcare facilities, schools 
and childcare centers and indoor 
events of over 10,000 people.

In a June 29 news release, Ins-
lee said, “Because folks listened 
to science and stayed home to 
stay healthy, wore masks and got 

County COVID-19 case drop drastic
vaccinated, we can now safely 
fully re-open our state’s economy 
and cultural centers after 15 long 
months. It hasn’t been easy, but 
I’m proud of how Washingtonians 
came together, persevered and 
sacrificed to fight this virus, and 
now we’re finally in a place that 
is safe enough to end this chapter.

“We still have work to do. Con-
tinued success depends on every-
one getting vaccinated and en-
couraging any loved one who has 
not yet received this lifesaving 
vaccine to do so, and quickly.”

The DOH defines the Delta 
variant of the virus as a “variant 
of concern,” stating it “is more 
transmissible compared with oth-
er variants” on a June 22 website 
posting. 

Personal and social public be-
haviors, as the graph shows for 
new Skagit County cases in 2021, 
resulted in increased COVID-19 
cases. 

Evidence shows that when 
people who are eligible to get 
vaccinated, and are able to, get 
vaccinated, the number of new 
COVID-19 cases declines dras-
tically. With the vastly increased 
social contact the full reopening 
of Washington brings, this indi-
cates that the health of the pop-
ulation depends on those who are 
not vaccinated to wear masks, so-
cial distance and get vaccinated if 
they are safely able to. 

Skagit Public Health has vac-
cine clinics scheduled for:

July 7 and 14 at Skagit Transit 
Station, downtown Mount Ver-
non, 5-9 p.m. 

July 13, Skagit Valley Family 
YMCA, 4:30-7:30 p.m. 

425-736-2626
www.grassrootslg.com

Locally Owned & Operated

DESIGN INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE 

Save Time • Save Hassle

GRASS ROOTS LAWN & GARDEN

We specialize in installations and full-service landscape 
maintenance for residential and commercial.

360-424-4548 • 1-800-466-6081 • 2600 Cedardale Rd
Mount Vernon • I-5 Exit 225 • www.soundcedar.com

Operated by
Robert Desmarais and crew

Skagit County Native for 44 Years
22,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE

CEDAR - SIDING
DECKING
TIMBERS
TRIM

CEDAR FENCING - 1x4
DECKING - Mahogany
Bamboo • Tigar wood
IPE & More

COMPOSITE DECKING

Azusa Farm & Gardens • Open 9-5 
        14904 State Route 20-Mt Vernon-360.424.1580 

The Elegant
Garden Center

A New Way of Living

Happier • Healthier

Inspiration • Beauty •  Education

SKAGIT BUILDING
SALVAGE

USED AND SURPLUS BUILDING MATERIALS

buy • sell • trade

ALWAYS BUYING DOORS/WINDOWS AND 
GENERAL BUILDING MATERIALS

17994 SR 536
360.416.3399

Mount 
Vernon

10% off
ALL PRE–PRICED ITEMS

with this coupon

Summer is Here!Summer is Here!  
Make Your Yard & Garden Beautiful!

Joyce Johnson turned 103 last 
week. She celebrated with 10 
fellow Civic Garden Club mem-
bers July 1, attending an evening 
meeting planning the Aug. 5 Pi-
oneer Picnic. Their long and fo-
cused discussion set the menu 
– it is the same as in 2019: BBQ 
salmon, green beans, pickled 
beets, scalloped potatoes, roll and 
butter and cupcakes and brownies 
for dessert. Price is $20.

The best part of the evening 
came last: Members honored 
Johnson by bringing her roses and 
sharing sentiments with her while 
she blended the flowers together 
into a bouquet. She seemed to en-
joy that as much as the business 
meeting, trimming stems, adding 

Joyce Johnson has a birthday

baby’s breath and making a rain-
bow of colors, bright and subtle.

Happy birthday, Joyce.

Water mattered to humans too. 
“We started earlier and didn’t 
work as long, made sure every-
body was drinking a lot of water 
and took a juice break every after-
noon,” said De Vries. 

Both Ralph’s and Hedlin’s 
comply with the Washington state 
heat rule, which requires employ-
ers to provide heat stress training, 
monitor employees, provide wa-
ter and implement a heat illness 
accident prevention plan May 
1-Sept. 30. 

“We gotta take care of people,” 
said De Vries. “They are the ones 
that make the farm work.” 

“Nothing we grow is worth 
passing out for,” added Ottesen. 

The bottom line on last week? 
“It was miserable for em-

ployees, cows, everybody,” said 
Vander Kooy. “I don’t want to do 
go through that again.”

the west side of the peninsu-
la. These displays went on right 
through the Town’s show and 
continued to either side of 2 a.m. 
on the channel.

Some in the audience on the 
boardwalk and gathered in Gilkey 
Square left at 10:15 p.m. But most 
had come early for the extended 
version of the night’s celebration 
and many stayed another 30 min-
utes or more. It was 11 p.m. when 
a last teenager was left alone on 
the stone wall.

Parade . . .
(Continued from Page 1)

1. GEOGRAPHY: How many states 
are in Australia?

2. LITERATURE: The character 
of Miss Havisham appears in which 
19th-century novel?

3. ASTRONOMY: What is the name 
of the boundary between Earth’s atmo-
sphere and outer space?

4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
creature was a hood ornament on the 
1933 Hudson Essex Terraplane car?

5. TELEVISION: What were the 
names of the boys on the 1990s sitcom 
“Home Improvement”?

6. MUSIC: The Jug saloon was the 
setting in which Lynyrd Skynyrd song?

7. MOVIES: What was Charlie 
Sheen’s nickname in the 1989 movie 
“Major League”?

8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What are 
the offspring of echidnas (Australia) 
called?

9. U.S. STATES: What is the state 
flower of West Virginia?

10. FOOD & DRINK: Which coun-
try produces Gouda cheese?

Answers
1. Six
2. “Great Expectations,” Charles 

Dickens
3. The Karman line
4. A griffin
5. Brad, Randy and Mark
6. “Gimme Three Steps”
7. Wild Thing
8. Puggles
9. Rhododendron
10. The Netherlands
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