
The show must go on.
For the last year, former Mercer 

Islander and drama major Sophie 
Kelly-Hedrick has been rolling 
through her remote courses at New 
York University and eagerly await-
ing her return to whatever form 
of stage is available in the theater 
realm during the pandemic.

That time is now. On April 1, 
Kelly-Hedrick joined Taylor Schil-
ling (“Orange Is the New Black”) 
and Kelvin Harrison Jr. (“The Trial 
Of The Chicago 7”) virtually in the 
first installment of Seattle Rep’s 
Plays in Process program. The 
trio read some excerpts, giving 

audiences a behind-the-scenes 
glimpse into the development 
process of director Erica Schmidt’s 

adaptation of William Shake-
speare’s “Hamlet.”

The event, which also featured 
artistic director Braden Abra-
ham and included interviews 
with the actors, was streamed 
at https://www.seattlerep.org/
audience-programs/newplay/
plays-in-process/hamlet/.

Recorded a few weeks ago on 
Zoom, the presentation featured 
Kelly-Hedrick reading for the char-
acter of Ophelia, Schilling handling 
the part of Gertrude and Harrison 
Jr. bringing both Hamlet and Hora-
tio to life.

Kelly-Hedrick, 20, graduated 
from Mercer Island High School 
(MIHS) in 2018 and will earn her 
bachelor of fine arts degree in 
drama from the NYU Tisch School 
of the Arts in December of 2021.

This new form of theater has 
been challenging for the performer, 

who first acted in Youth Theatre 
Northwest’s production of “101 
Dalmatians” as a fourth-grader. As 
the French-speaking Poodle No. 2 
character, she took the stage with a 
cast on her broken right arm. She 
yanked her costume over the cast 
and got the job done.

Speaking over the phone from 
New York on a recent day, Kelly-
Hedrick said, “It’s hard to sit on 
Zoom for sometimes eight hours a 
day and do something that you’re 
supposed to do with other people 
and not have other people next to 
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County needs more lawyers to attack backlog of cases

King County Prosecuting Attor-
ney Dan Satterberg plans to ask the 
county executive and King County 
Council to hire an estimated 25 
more lawyers to help catch up over 
the next two years with a huge back-
log of cases due to COVID-19.

“I’ve been in the office for 36 
years and this is the biggest chal-
lenge we’ve ever faced is how to 
develop the capacity to eliminate 
this backlog and still do justice in 
each case,” Satterberg said during a 
March 29 virtual interview. “These 
aren’t just little cases that I can 
dismiss or divert. They are serious 
violent cases.”

The King County Prosecuting 

Attorney’s Office has 6,107 open 
cases this March compared to 3,600 
in March 2020 when the pandemic 
caused jury trials to be postponed. 
These are felony cases filed in King 
County Superior Court that need to 
go to plea negotiations or to trial.

“We’ve had 24 jury trials in the last 
12 months and normally we would 
do 3oo to 400,” Satterberg said.

Satterberg revealed the statisti-
cal information during an inter-
view about the new data dashboard 
the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 

released on March 29. The dash-
board provides public access to 
data regarding the types of crimes 
referred to the office and the cases 
filed in the county.

The data dashboard can be found 
on the King County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office website and will 
be updated monthly.

“This is done in the interest of 
transparency and accountability,” 
Satterberg said. “Often the criminal 
justice [system] is criticized for its 
operating in a black box or in secret. 
We’ve used this information the last 
couple of years for our decisions 
about where to put our resources 
and what our priorities are.

“I thought we should share this 
with the public so they can be on 
the same sheet of music with us and 
know where we spend our time.”

The office started on the dash-
board project prior to COVID-19, 
but the statistics help tell the impact 
of the pandemic on criminal cases.

“We didn’t create it with the 
thought of showing a backlog 

caused by a pandemic because it 
wasn’t in the works back then, but 
it’s a pretty dramatic way to show 
the slowdown in court,” Satterberg 
said. “We didn’t shut down, we still 
filed cases, but we resolved very 
few.”

Satterberg estimates it will take 
hiring 25 more lawyers in his office 
to catch up with the backlog of cases 
over the next couple of years. King 
County will receive an estimated 
$436 million from the American 
Rescue Fund Act. Satterberg would 
like to see a portion of that go to the 
criminal justice system for tempo-
rary hires.

“This backlog isn’t anybody’s 
fault, but it’s what happens when 
you follow public health advice and 
stop bringing jurors into the court-
house,” said Satterberg, who added 
the data dashboard doesn’t show 
another couple of thousand cases 
that have been filed and are wait-
ing for review.

“When we get back to jury capac-
ity like we normally do, which may 

not be until fall, we are going to 
have all of the 2019 cases, the 2020 
cases, leftover 2018 cases and every-
thing in 2021,” Satterberg said. “We 
have three years of cases stacked 
up. Some cases are not compli-
cated, but we have almost 200 open 
murder cases, each of which consti-
tutes an enormous amount of effort 
to get to trial.”

The number of murder cases 
looms even higher because the 
county had 90 homicides in 2020 
compared to an average of about 
56 per year.

“It was an extraordinarily violent 
year in 2020,” Satterberg said.

The stats back up how violent of 
a year it was, Satterberg said. He 
added that data is important to 
look at trends and help determine 
whether theories, stories and narra-
tives are supported by the numbers.

“Whether it’s baseball or busi-
ness, data analytics is a big deal 
now,” he said. “Everybody has to 
have some ability of how to measure 
their effectiveness.”

By Steve Hunter
shunter@soundpublishing.com

Forensic anthropology is in her bones

As a high-schooler, Kathy Taylor 
vividly remembers opening the front 
door, scooping up her family’s copy 
of the Seattle Times and perusing 
the latest details of the Green River 
Killer case.

Members of the King County Sher-
iff’s Office were locating skeletons of 
victims, and Taylor was intrigued.

“I remember just reading that and 
thinking, ‘How are they figuring out 
who this is? How are they figuring 
out it’s a female? How are they deter-
mining how old she is? And all of that 
from bones when it’s skeletal,” said 
Taylor, who graduated from Mercer 
Island High School (MIHS) in 1984.

People were horrified that a serial 
killer was on the loose, Taylor said, 
and noted that she and her friends 
would travel in groups when they 
went out on weekends.

At the same time, Taylor, who 
was into detective stories and crime 
dramas, developed a burgeoning 
interest in one day working on a 
Green River Killer-type case.

Fast-forward to 1996, and Taylor 

— by now a forensic anthropolo-
gist and death investigator for King 
County — found herself involved 
in the actual Gary Ridgway case. 
After discovering that they still had 
unidentified skeletal remains in 
holding from some Green River 
Killer victims, Taylor got to work. She 
laid out nearly an entire skeleton of 
who was referred to as Bones 10 and 
found herself drawn to this victim.

“I knew she was young, she was 
12-15 years old. I don’t know why, 
but for me that was a mission to get 
this young lady identified as well as it 
was for King County and Tom Jensen 
with the Sheriff’s Office,” said Taylor, 
noting that they were also looking 
into Bones 16 and Bones 17 at that 
time.

It was huge to be a part of this 
case that she had begun following 
about 14 years earlier, said Taylor, 
now 55 and a resident of the Renton 
Highlands. In late 2004, Taylor’s job 
became full time while Ridgway was 
leading the Sheriff’s Office to other 
sites with victims’ remains.

Late last year, the case became 
monumental when forensic geneal-
ogy and DNA experts combined their 
efforts to identify Bones 10 and give 
her a name: Wendy Stephens.

The 14-year-old runaway from 
Colorado in 1983 was Ridgway’s 
youngest victim. After the genealogy 
team identified Stephens, members 

of the King County Sheriff’s Office 
located her mother and took a cheek 
swab to deliver to the Bode DNA 
laboratory.

“We got word that it was a positive 
match. Literally that brought tears 
to my eyes and dancing around my 
office. Green River is what got me 
interested in the field. I got to work 
on the case and we solved the one 
that was really on my bucket list,” said 
Taylor, noting that they went public 
with the identification announce-
ment in January.

Over the years, Taylor and many 
others involved with the case 
scoured websites for missing people, 
checked dental records, placed DNA 
in CODIS (Combined DNA Index 
System) and more before calling 
upon the forensic genealogist to help 
crack the case.

Taylor is proud that her bone-
reading expertise played a part in 
identifying Stephens.

“The only thing you own your 
entire life is your name. It’s bad 
enough that he was taking these 
girls’ lives, but to steal their name, 
too. Everybody needs their name 
when they die, everybody deserves 
to be remembered,” she said.

On talking to Stephens’ mom, 
Taylor recalled, “I did get to explain 
to her how important Wendy was to 
me and has been for the last 25 years, 
and reassured her that her remains 

were always safe with us and that I 
considered myself her caretaker for 
the last 25 years. That was important 
to me.”

It was also a crucial identifica-
tion for the King County Sheriff’s 
Office and its detectives — espe-
cially the now-retired Jensen — the 
genealogist, the National Center for 

Missing and Exploited Children, 
Bode, NamUs, The Doe Network and 
countless others.

“I applaud the Sheriff’s Office 
because they never forgot these 
victims, either. He (Ridgway) pled, 
these cases are technically solved. In 

By Andy Nystrom
anystrom@soundpublishing.com

6,107 open cases is double 
the normal amount for 
King County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office.
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Mercer Island High School 
graduate Taylor helps identify 
youngest Green River Killer 
victim

By Andy Nystrom
anystrom@soundpublishing.com

MIHS alumnus discusses her 
theater journey.
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King County Prosecutor Dan 
Satterberg.
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Mercer Island High School alumnus Kathy Taylor is a school district 
Pathfinder Award recipient.
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you. It’s certainly draining.”
Although Zoom theater 

events can reach an even 
wider audience, the perform-
ers greatly miss interacting 
with the attendees in person, 

said Kelly-Hedrick, adding 
that actors are adapting to the 
situation and are still making 
an impact wherever they’re 
located.

“I also think right now at 
a time of grief and despair 
and desperation in a lot of 
peoples’ lives, I hope that arts 
can remain a place of solace 
and joy or comfort, and so I 

think it remains all that more 
important,” she added.

Theater has always played a 
major role in Kelly-Hedrick’s 
life and she remembers 
attending performances in 
Seattle and Shakespeare in 
the Park on the Island.

After watching a friend act 
in “Mr. Popper’s Penguins” at 
Youth Theatre Northwest, she 
remembers thinking, “‘This is 
dope’ and I fell in love. Since 
then, I’ve just kind of learned 
the power of theater and what 
it can truly accomplish. I’ve 
just fallen more deeply in love 
with it.”

Through her involve-
ment with the MIHS drama 
program, Kelly-Hedrick 
became acquainted with Seat-
tle Rep’s education program 
team and staff. Casting direc-
tor Kaytlin McIntyre spotted 
Kelly-Hedrick performing in 
a monologue competition in 
2017 and asked her to audi-
tion for Schmidt’s adaptation 
of “Mac Beth,” which is their 
spelling of the Shakespeare 
Mercer Island Reporter.

After performing in “Mac 
Beth” at Seattle Rep for one 
run in 2018, Kelly-Hedrick 
followed Schmidt to New York 
for an additional two runs in 
off-Broadway theaters the 
following two years, right up 
until the pandemic hit.

Schmidt and Kelly-Hedrick 
have formed a tight relation-
ship over the years, and that’s 
led them back to Seattle Rep 
for “Hamlet.”

Kelly-Hedrick said that 
along her drama journey, 
she’s become a more empa-
thetic person.

“It’s part of my job to be 
able to understand other 
people because I want to get 
inside their heads and maybe 
potentially become them, 
and you can’t do that if you’re 
close minded or judgmental 
of others,” she said.

As for the overall impact 
theater can have on perform-
ers and the audience, she 
adds that it has “the power 
to motivate and inspire and 
educate and infuriate — and 
do anything.”

our minds, they’re not solved 
because we don’t know who 
these young ladies are, and 
the Sheriff ’s Office never 
forgot. We don’t forget our 
unidentifieds — ever,” Taylor 
said.

Ridgway, 72, is currently 
serving life imprisonment 
without parole in the Wash-
ington State Penitentiary in 
Walla Walla for the 48 murders 
of women he pleaded guilty to 
in 2003. Taylor said that Bones 
16 was identified in 2012, 

but Bones 17 and Bones 20 
remain unidentified.

An Islander Pathfinder 
recipient

On March 31, Taylor 
returned to MIHS to receive 
a Pathfinder Award for distin-
guished graduates. The 
awards will be presented 
during the Mercer Island 
Schools Foundation Spring 
for Schools Showcase and 
Auction virtual event on April 
25.

Taylor — who is the state’s 
only forensic anthropolo-
gist — said she’s honored to 
receive the award, for which 

she was nominated by Lauren 
Bouju Davies, a 2017 MIHS 
graduate who is now study-
ing forensic science at Seattle 
University.

“For me, she was someone 
to look up to and say, ‘Hey, 
I could do that too!’ That is 
priceless,” Bouju Davies said 
in a Mercer Island School 
District press release. “In this 
tumultuous time of conflict 
with law enforcement, having 
intelligent and skilled women 
in forensic science and medi-
colegal death investigation 
interacting with multiple 
branches of law enforcement 
can be an enormous asset to 
our community.”

A day before heading back 
to MIHS for the award presen-
tation, Taylor spent some time 
reliving her MIHS past. After 
being drawn to the medical 
field through the Green River 
Killer case, she took a bio-med 
course during her senior year.

As part of their course 
agenda, the students 
witnessed a non-forensic 
autopsy at a King County 
hospital, “which was 
awesome,” Taylor said.

While some of the students 
were backed against the 
wall of the autopsy room, 
Taylor was positioned right 
up front, pointing at organs 
and answering the doctor’s 

questions. Taylor had a blast, 
she said with a laugh.

“You don’t really realize 
how good your high school 
education is until you get 
to college and you’re with 
students from all over the 
country that didn’t have the 
advantages I had at Mercer 
Island High School. They were 
amazed that I saw an autopsy 
when I was a senior in high 
school,” she said.

Following her MIHS expe-
rience, she received her 
bachelor of science degree 
in anthropology and zool-
ogy from the University of 
Michigan and her master’s 
and doctoral degrees in 

anthropology from the Univer-
sity of Arizona. As a sopho-
more at Michigan, she took 
her first anthropology class on 
human evolution and studied 
fossils. She became absorbed 
in the process of getting an 
abundance of information 
about an individual’s life 
history by reading their bones.

Through her fascination 
and love of bones matched 
with her ability to thrive in the 
deductive-thinking realm, 
Taylor decided to pass on 
medical school and dig into 
forensic anthropology.

Taylor discovered her 
passion, which remains with 
her to this day.
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�rospe���e Coun�il 
Candidates Workshop 
Are you thinking about 
running for the Mercer 
Island City Council?  Do you 
have ques�ons about the posi�on and all it 
entails?  Join City staff and Mayor Wong on 
Thursday, April 15 from 5:00 to 6:30, using 
teleconferencing provided by Zoom, to 
learn about what the job entails and the 
unique role of the Councilmember.  

ARE YOU CONSIDERING 
RUNNING FOR  
CITY COUNCIL? 

Addi�onal informa�on available at�  
www.mercerisland.gov/citycouncil/

page/serving‐city‐council 
or by calling (206) 275‐7793 

•  Hydrafacial 

•  DERMALOGICA 
Skin Care 

•  Full Face & Body Waxing

•  Massage Therapy 

•  Cosmetics

christinefaceandbody.com • info@christinefaceandbody.com
7605 SE 27th St #153, Mercer Island, WA 98040

CHRISTINE 
POYTHRESS

WENDY 
WIGHT

206.232.2262

Find us!

SKIN  TREATMENTS 
Men, Women & Teens

SUMMER 
HOURS

Mon  10-5 
Tues 10-5 
Wed 10-5
Thurs 10-5 
Fri 10-5 

Sat open some 
Saturdays 

Sun closed
ONLINE BOOKING 

& SHOPPING CART at 
www.christinefaceandbody.com

GARY S. ODEGARD
Landscape Construction and Design

• Courtyards, Lattice Work
• Lawns, Flowers
• Container Plantings
• Arbors, Decks
• Pruning, Maintenance
• Renovations, Consultations
• Interior & Exterior Design

206-236-0651/206-605-7037

R e a l  Es t a t e  P r o f e s s i o n a l

2 0 6 • 3 8 3 • 9 2 2 7
NANCY LAVALLEE

l e t s  g e t  m o v i n g

8501 SE 68th St., Mercer Island, WA
Phone: 206-905-1800

Email: mercerisland@storagecourt.com

Office Hours: 9am-6pm   Gate Hours: 5am-11pm
www.storagecourt.com

SELF STORAGE, BOAT & RV PARKING 
AND TRUCK RENTALS

Call 206-324-5000 to learn more, 
or visit us at 1761 Rainier Ave South, Seattle

Your traditional hardware store with an excellent 
stock of construction supplies and tools.

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS SINCE 1926

http://thestewartlumberco.com

 Stewart Lumber 
& Hardware Co.

Free LUMBER delivery 
to Mercer Island ($100 minimum)

See how close we really are!  

Benefit from more than 50 years of 
combined real estate success with the team 

who lives and loves Mercer Island. 

Molly Penny and Katie Penny Shea

Katie: (206) 755-5051
Molly: (206) 200-4411
katieshea@cbbain.com
mollypenny@cbbain.com

On Mercer Island, the smart move is 
Penny-wise.
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Starting April 15, everyone 16 and older is eligible for a vaccine

OLYMPIA — All Washing-
ton residents 16 and older will 
be eligible for a COVID-19 
vaccine starting April 15, Gov. 
Jay Inslee announced.

At a news conference 
March 31, Inslee said an 
expected increase in vaccine 
supply enables the state to 
open eligibility two weeks 
ahead of a May 1 target set by 

President Joe Biden.
Also, Inslee said he hopes 

full eligibility will help tamp 
down a disturbing trend 
of rising cases. He echoed 
warnings from public health 
officials across the state who 
say a recent climb could 
foreshadow a fourth wave of 
COVID-19 infections.

In recent days, the governor 
had resisted calls to expand 
eligibility faster, even after a 
majority of other states did so. 

Washington now joins Cali-
fornia with an April 15 date.

Roughly 5 million Washing-
ton residents were eligible for 
a vaccine as of March 31.

Of those, 2 million people 
were allowed to get in line 
March 31 when the state 
expanded eligibility to 
everyone in Phase 1B. That 
included anyone 60 and older, 
restaurant staff, construction 
workers, those in congre-
gate settings such as prisons, 

and people with two or more 
health conditions.

That leaves an estimated 
1.2 million people. They can 
get in line in two weeks.

Inslee’s announcement 
isn’t a surprise.

With Washington receiv-
ing an increasing supply of 
doses from the federal govern-
ment, the state Department of 
Health shut down an online 
tool for figuring out if one is 
eligible for a shot.

The state expects to get 
408,730 total doses this week 
and roughly 711,000 over the 
next two weeks. But health 
officials stress that demand is 
still outstripping supply. This 
week providers requested 
489,690 doses, they said.

In a related develop-
ment Wednesday, Pfizer 
announced that its COVID-
19 vaccine is safe and strongly 
protective in kids as young as 
12.

In a study of 2,260 U.S. 
volunteers ages 12 to 15, 
preliminary data showed 
there were no cases of COVID-
19 among fully vaccinated 
adolescents, compared to 18 
among those given dummy 
shots, Pfizer reported. As of 
March 31, Pfizer’s vaccine is 
authorized for ages 16 and 
older.

The Associated Press 
contributed to this report.

By Jerry Cornfield
jcornfield@soundpublishing.com

POLICE BLOTTER

March 28 
Screaming in the night: A resident 
in the 2600 block of 84th Avenue 
Southeast reported hearing scream-
ing noises on their Ring camera 
overnight.

Barge concerns: A caller was 

concerned about a floating barge 
coming loose in the water near 
the 9600 block of Southeast 36th 
Street. The barge was secured.

Ear-piercing ping-pongers: Kids 
playing ping pong too loudly drew 
a complaint in the 9900 block of 
Southeast 38th Street.

March 27
Fraud: A resident in the 7800 block 

of West Mercer Way was the victim 
of a common scam involving the 
purchase of gift cards.

March 26
Kicking up a racket: A distur-
bance was reported regarding kids 
kicking a soccer ball in a hallway 
in the 2600 block of 76th Avenue 
Southeast.

Bus-fare dispute: An argument 

between a bus rider and driver re-
garding the fare was reported in the 
8000 block of North Mercer Way.

March 25
Theft: It was reported that a vehicle 
was stolen from a locked garage 
in the 2900 block of 76th Avenue 
Southeast.

March 23
Fishing nets: Multiple callers were 

concerned about the Muckleshoot 
fishing nets currently seen in waters 
around the Island.

Suspicious activity: It was report-
ed that a subject was seen looking 
into building windows in the 4100 
block of East Mercer Way.

Vehicle prowl: It was reported 
that someone prowled a vehicle 
overnight and swiped loose change 
in the 2900 block of 76th Avenue 

Southeast.

March 22 
Residential fire: A 911 hang-
up call led officers to discover a 
residential fire in the 7200 block of 
76th Avenue Southeast.

Fraud: A resident in the 3700 
block of East Mercer Way reported 
identification theft and fraudulent 
account activity.

Selected reports March 
22-28.


