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Handmade
MEMORIES

360.336.9777  •  Downtown Mount Vernon  •  skagitfoodcoop.com

CHRISTMAS 
DECOR

Bargains galore at our
non-profi t thrift & 
consignment store.

MASKS MANDATORY
Donations accepted 

by phone appointment only. 
Please call 360-466-4017

to schedule.
www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
Open Fri., Dec. 24, 11AM to 2PM

Sun., Dec. 26, 11AM to 5PM
Closed Sat. 25

 301 Morris
Stop by!
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BLUE SKY
YARD MAINTENANCE

Brush mowing, snow plow-
ing, new landscaping, storm 
and gutter cleaning, pres-
sure washing, chain saw 
work, pruning, planting, ro-
totilling, weeding, mowing 
and dirt, gravel and back 
hauling. Senior discounts. 
Call for more detailed ser-
vices: 293-7540.

CLASSIFIEDS
To run an ad, please stop by the offi ce (119 N. Third),

call 360-466-3315, or email: production@laconnernews.com
BEFORE NOON ON FRIDAYS.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL 

EVENT for only pennies. Reach 2.7 
million readers in newspapers state-
wide for $275 classifi ed or $1,350 
display ad. Call this newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for details.

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW

• Rockery Rock 
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Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO. 

661-0303
  OFFICE: 

  424-0258 
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•Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run

Arne Svendsen Trucking

LaConner Regional
LIBRARY

closed to the
public

through
Friday, April 24, 2020.

Check Facebook 
and the website for 

updates: 
https://www.lclib.lib.

wa.us/
360-466-3352 • 614 Morris St.

 

 

 

 
 

 

Author Event 
 

Nicola Pearson 
Notable Playwright, Author 

Presents her latest novel set 
in the Upper Skagit Valley. 

 

Borrowed Ground 
 

Thur, July 27, 2017 
4:30-6:30 PM 

 
 

Seaport Books 
106 S First St 

On Gilkey Square 
In La Conner 

Open 11-7 Closed Tuesday 
www.seaportbooks.com 

 

Come Hook a Book! 

 
Thank you for
your support!

Your orders will
keep us afloat!

Call us at 360-399-1800
Leave a message.

Free Delivery.
SEAPORT BOOKS

106 S. First St., on Gilkey Square
seaportbooksllc@gmail.com

www.seaportbooks.com
Come Hook a Book!

Farmers . . .                    (Continued from Page 1)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k or more 
on your taxes? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfi led tax returns, 
payroll issues & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 888-315-2645.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARI-
TY. Receive maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details, 855-635-4229.

ATTENTION: Oxygen users. Gain 
freedom with a portable Oxygen con-
centrator! No more heavy tanks and 
refi lls! Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
the Oxygen Concentrator store: 844-
495-7230.

TEMPORARY
CLOSING

Reminder
Dear Valued Customers, 
Donors and Community,

During this time are temporari-
ly closed due to the

Coronavirus outbreak, we
want to emphasize that we are
not able to accept donations.

Thank you for your under-
standing and support. We 

anxiously await
being able to serve you once 
again with lots of spring and 

summer inventory.
Shelter in place and keep

our town safe.
www.Facebook.com/

VintageLaConner

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING

SPRING IS HERE! Mow-
ing, fl ower bed clean up, 
weeding, pruning, mulch, 
we do it all! Locally owned 
Blackbird Landscaping of 
La Conner. Please call Tim 
Chomiak: 360-421-1652.      
                               tfcn3/25

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-888-360-1582

COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from Page 5)

We are closed
until further 

notice.
No donations for now, please. 

Stay safe!

THIS SUNDAY IS EASTER 
-  Don’t forget to give your 
loved ones some plants or 
fl owers. Bouquets of fresh 
fl owers and colorful plants 
are available at LaFoun-
tain’s located behind the 
post offi  ce. Open 24 hours. 
I will be physically there on 
Saturday, April 12 from 1 to 
3. Questions call Jo: 360-
708-2022.                      1tp4/8

JERI’S MUSIC STUDIO. 
Private piano and voice 
lessons. Ages 5 to adult. 
Beginners to advanced, 
starting May 1st. First les-
son free. Experienced, pro-
fessionally educated, music 
degree. New resident in 
Shelter Bay. Contact me at: 
jkwib@msn.com. 425-315-
3700.                          4tc4/1

Facemasks . . .
(Continued from Page 4)

Hours: 2 to 6 p.m.,  Thurs. - Sun.
608 S. First St. • (360) 867-8837

Sips is open!
“retail sales only”

Until things improve we are
running a (call anytime)

Novinophobia bottle sale.

30% Off 3 or more bottles.
Come in or call and pay over the 

phone. Schedule your pickup. We 
will have your order ready to go.

WITH VALID ID.

You deserve a treat!
SIPS IS OPEN FOR

CURBSIDE PICK-UP!
3 or more bottles

30% Off!
360-610-9773 • 608 1st St.

WANTED -  I am looking 
for a bicycle to ride for ex-
ercise. Loan/trade/buy. I am 
short so maybe even a kid’s 
bike could work. Call Jo: 
360-708-2022.           1tp4/8

TO USE ONLINE libraries 
through tablets and smart 
phones, go to the app store 
and download Libby.  Sign 
up today using your library 
card. Need help & informa-
tion? Please visit our web-
site.                           1tc4/8

to remind the wearer to not 
touch his or her face, to re-
mind people to stay away, 
and to minimize – but not 
eliminate – any airborne 
particles from a sneeze or 
cough by the wearer from 
traveling quite so far.”

Despite her extensive 
quilting and sewing back-
ground, Hill said she did 
her homework before com-
ing up with what by all ac-
counts is a classy product.

“I watched a lot of tuto-
rials,” she told Jeanie Hertz 
of La Conner Hair Design, 
“and took the best tips from 
all to come up with what I 
feel is a good pattern.”

coming over,” Vander Kooy 
said. “The virus doesn’t 
mean people stopped eat-
ing, but movement of prod-
uct is a big monkey wrench 
thrown into the system.”

The Mesman Dairy on 
Chilberg Road sells to Or-
ganic Valley, which serves 
the consumer market. Pric-
es and demand are holding 
steady. The Mesmans’ new 
organic beef business has 

been aff ected, however.
Anticipating tulip traffi  c, 

Ben and Chelsy Mesman 
had produced 1,000 ham-
burger patties for the Rex’s 
out-of-town visitors. To get 
them out of the freezer pri-
or to the sell-by date, they 
had to discount them.

Fortunately, sales of all 
cuts and beef quarters sky-
rocketed when area resi-
dents stocked up in early 
March. 

“All we have left are pat-
ties, soup bones and a cou-
ple stir-fry packets,” said 
Ben Mesman, “but we’ll 
have more after April 24.”

Skagit Valley Malting, 
which malts barley grown 
by the Hedlin’s Farm and 
the Washington Bulb Com-
pany for local breweries, 
backed out of its contracts 
for spring-planted barley. 
It will honor existing con-
tracts for winter barley.

“Barley contracts pay a 
lot of the bills for us, but I 
think the fresh market com-
ponent is fi ne,” said Dave 
Hedlin.

The Hedlin farm is tak-
ing social distancing seri-
ously, making sure its crew 
members stand a few feet 
apart during meetings in 
the greenhouse. It plans to 
add a drive-up option to its 
farm stand, so that locals 
can order produce online 
for pickup.

“We’ll do what we need 
to do to keep our family, 
crew, customers, and com-
munity safe, healthy, fed 
and moving forward,” said 
Hedlin.

All farmers gamble when 
they plant crops six months 
out. But John Thulen says 
COVID-19 makes decid-
ing what to plant and how 
much even harder.

“Tom Thumb, fi nger-
ling, and purple potatoes 
are food service items,” he 
says. “What kind of market 
will come back? And are 
Brussels sprouts a luxury 
item or a Thanksgiving sta-

ple? How about pumpkins 
and raspberries? It all de-
pends on how hard people 
are hit, and for how long.”

Skagit Valley potato 
farmers “dodged a bullet” 
because the virus shutdown 
came at the tail end of their 
season. Pioneer Potatoes 
even saw an uptick in sales 
in March as grocery store 
customers fi lled their pan-
tries.

According to Thulen, 
winter growers in Cali-
fornia and Florida “are in 
the bullseye” along with 
Idaho potato processors. 
“Nobody is going out for 
French fries now—but if 
the unused winter crop 
spills on the open market, it 
could fl ood us.”

“Farmers rely on a lot of 
sources to sell crops, and 
this crisis has revealed just 
how big a role the restau-
rant industry plays for us,” 
said Thulen. “There are 
600,000 restaurants in the 
U.S., and about 15 per cent 
aren’t going to make it. Re-
tail may be a better path for 
us than restaurants going 
into 2020-21.”

No restaurants means no 
market for the table fl owers 
that Beth Hailey of Dona 
Flora supplies weekly to 
places like Nell Thorn. No 
Tulip Festival means no 
Rexville Grange Art Show, 
which means no sales of 
her herbs and vinegars. 
New rules for the Belling-
ham Farmer’s Market, now 
permitting only sales of 
farm produce and bread, 
meat and cheese, means no 
Mother’s Day fl ower busi-
ness.

“Many small farmers like 

me sell only to restaurants, 
and we are all in a terrible 
place,” she said. For now, 
she is taking orders for 
pepper and tomato starts on 
Facebook.

Dean Swanson of Swan-
son’s Farm is looking for-
ward to a good berry crop 
but isn’t certain about labor 
or the market. If there are 
no farmer’s markets, he 
will have to freeze berries 
or sell them to an ice cream 
producer.

Off ers for government 
aid and loans arrive daily. 

“No government agen-
cy owes our farm mon-
ey because we haven’t 
failed yet,” he said.

“I don’t know where it 
will shake out overall,” 
said Dave Hedlin, “but my 
grandpa always said the 
only thing more import-
ant than good farmland 
is good neighbors. We all 
just have to be good neigh-
bors and get through this.”

• On April 23, 1564, the great 
English dramatist and poet William 
Shakespeare is born in Stratford-up-
on-Avon, the son of a leather trader 
and the town bailiff. At age 18 he mar-
ried Anne Hathaway, who was eight 
years his senior.

• On April 21, 1918, in the skies over 
France, Manfred von Richthofen, the 
notorious German flying ace known as 
“The Red Baron,” is killed by Allied 
fire. Richthofen was the top ace on 
both sides of the Western front, down-
ing 80 enemy aircraft.

• On April 24, 1945, President Har-
ry Truman learns the full details of the 
Manhattan Project, in which scientists 
are attempting to create the first atom-
ic bomb. The project was so secret that 
the former vice president only learned 
of it after President Franklin Roos-
evelt’s death.

• On April 26, 1954, the Salk polio 
vaccine field trials, involving 1.8 mil-
lion children, begin in McLean, Virgin-
ia. A year later, researchers announced 
the vaccine was safe and effective, and 
it quickly became a standard part of 
childhood immunizations in America.

• On April 22, 1970, Earth Day, an 
event to increase public awareness of the 
world’s environmental problems, is first 
celebrated in the U.S. Millions of Ameri-
cans, including students from thousands 
of universities, participated in rallies, 
marches and educational programs.

• On April 20, 1980, the Castro 
regime announces that all Cubans 
wishing to emigrate to the U.S. are 
free to board boats at the port of Mariel 
west of Havana, launching the Mariel 
Boatlift. The first of 125,000 Cuban 
refugees from Mariel reached Flori-
da the next day in about 1,700 boats, 
overwhelming the U.S. Coast Guard.

• On April 25, 1990, the crew of the 
U.S. space shuttle Discovery places 
the Hubble Space Telescope, a space-
based observatory about the size of a 
bus, into a low orbit around Earth. The 
solar-powered telescope remains in 
operation to this day.

© 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved
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1. Three singers recorded “Four 
Walls” in 1957: Jim Lowe and 
Michael Holliday were two. Who was 
the third?

2. Name the mega star whose album 
“Purple Rain” spent 24 weeks at the 
top of the charts.

3. Why did The Beatles originally 
call themselves Beatals?

4. What is the only album by Pat 
Benatar to go to No. 1?

5. Name the song that contains this 
lyric: “The stars won’t come out if they 
know that you’re about, ‘Cause they 
couldn’t match the glow of your eyes.”

Answers
1. Jim Reeves. His version went to 

No. 1. The producer had tried to insist 
on giving it to a female singer.

2. Prince, born Prince Rogers Nelson. 
He’d won seven Grammy awards and 
had produced 30 albums before he died.

3. As a tribute to Buddy Holly and the 
Crickets. They changed that to The Sil-
ver Beetles, then Silver Beatles.

4. “Precious Time” in 1981.
5. “Candida,” by Tony Orlando and 

Dawn, in 1970. Orlando hesitated to 
sing the song because he feared he’d 
lose his job working for another music 
house. He agreed because they told 
him it would be recorded under a band 
name, Dawn. Little did he know the 
song would go No. 1 all over the world.

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lunchtime Ham  
and Bean Soup

 April might still give us a few cold, 
windy days, when a bowl of soup 
would be more than welcoming.
 1  cup finely diced celery
 1  cup shredded carrots
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 1  (15-ounce) can diced toma- 
  toes, undrained
 3/4  cup water
 1/2  cup reduced-sodium ketchup
 2  (15-ounce) cans Bush’s great  
  northern beans, rinsed and  
  drained
 1  cup diced Dubuque 97% fat- 
  free ham, or any extra-lean  
  ham
 1  teaspoon dried parsley flakes
 1/8  teaspoon black pepper

1. In a medium saucepan sprayed 
with butter-flavored cooking spray, 
saute celery, carrots and onion for 5 
minutes. Stir in undrained tomatoes, 
water and ketchup. Add great northern 
beans, ham, parsley flakes and black 
pepper. Mix well to combine. Bring 
mixture to a boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Lower heat, cover and simmer 
for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Makes 6 (1 full cup) servings.

• Each serving equals: About 198 
calories, 2g fat, 13g protein, 32g 
carbs, 344mg sodium, 74mg calci-
um, 10g fiber; Diabetic Exchanges: 2 
Meat, 1 1/2 Vegetables, 1 Starch; Carb 
Choices: 2

© 2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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The La Conner Tulip 
Parade regularly draws an 
eclectic mix of colorful 
entries – from the one-of-
a-kind Swinomish Slough-
mander and Meow Mix car 
to popular line dance teams 
and pep bands.

Mason vows that after its 
one-year hiatus the parade, 
much like tulips on the La 
Conner Flats, will again be 
a blooming success.

“What I want to do,” she 
said, “is make next year’s 
parade bigger and better 
than ever. That’s my goal.”

Donations gratefully
accepted!

Call to make an appointment
360-466-4017

You will receive a call-back.

Safety Requirements:
Masks mandatory, hand
sanitizer provided, 6 ft.

distancing. No more than
6 customers in the store.

www.Facebook.com/VintageLaConner
OPEN: Fri., Sat. & Sun.

11 AM to 5 PM
301 Morris
STOP BY!

Halloween Costumes
& Decorations

for clever cost-conscious 
customers. Treat yourself.

50% OFF

caravan gallery

Open Daily 11-5
Free Gift Wrap
619 S. First St., 
La Conner
360-466-4808

Valentine Baubles 
 at Caravan Gallery

Visit Us on Facebook & Instagram
caravangallerylaconner@gmail.com

Traveling the World In Search of the Unusual

OPEN DAILY 10 to at least 5
360-466-4808      619 S. First St., La Conner

’Tis the Season for Handcrafted Jewelry from Caravan Gallery
Free Gift Wrap

ELECTRIC COMPANY
512 S. 1st Street in LA CONNER

La ConnerLa Conner
(206) 767-2711             

  info@laconnerelectric.com

Lighting Sales • Lamps • Shades Repair • Restoration

Let There Be Peace On Earth… 

And let it begin with me.

Merry Christmas! 

Our family wishes yours  
the gifts of good health,  

shared laughter and much 
love in the New Year! 

Olivia and Jimmy Cornwell 
See Eye Care & Wear

Christmas Gift 
Books

Browse at Your Leisure
Open 10 – 6

(Closed Tuesday)

On Gilkey Square
360-399-1800

www.seaportbooks.com
 106 S. First St.

La Conner

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE
5:00 PM, Friday December 24, 2021

La Conner United Methodist Church

601 South 2nd Street, La Conner, WA
Sunday Worship Dec. 26, 11:00 AM

Children’s Pageant, Candlelight & Carols

360-399-1152
Owners: Paul & Jennifer Shong

Beautiful antique table lamps, hanging � xtures 

and antiques dating from the 1890s to 1930s. 

Fun gift items, too!
Lighting repairs and wiring. • Slag glass panel replacement. 

623 Morris Street, #A  •  La Conner, WA 98257

New to La Conner!

The La Conner United 
Methodist Church holds its 
Christmas Eve worship service 5 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 24. It includes a 
children’s pageant, special music 
and, lastly, a lighting of candles 
as the song “Silent Night” is sung.

Guest musicians will include 
Shae Wirth, French horn; 
Drew Shipman, flute; Beverly 
Haywood, piano; Lynette 
McCormack and Judy Robinson, 
vocalists.

Children are invited to come 
dressed for the pageant, wearing 
a costume of a Biblical charac-

ter or animal at the stable. A few 
costumes will be available at the 
church. 

The story of Jesus’ birth will be 
read followed by a song for each 
reading and re-enactment. This 
“build your own pageant” does 
not require a rehearsal. Please 
come a few minutes before 5 
p.m.. 

The 20 minute pageant will be 
followed by the service.

Masks will be required for ev-
eryone in attendance.

–Source: La Conner United 
Methodist Church

Christmas Eve at La Conner Methodist Church

By Anne Basye

No matter how cold it is this 
Sunday, Rosi Jansen will be out-
side with binoculars and a note 
pad. 

The owner of Fine Feathered 
Friends Nature Store will be partic-
ipating in the all-day, rain-or-shine 
annual Audubon Society Christ-
mas Bird Count – the 122nd such 
count since the first one on Christ-
mas Day 1900. 

Each December thousands of 
birders create a “snapshot” of 
North American birds by counting 
them inside “circles” with a 15-
mile diameter. While the pandemic 
depressed 2020 participation, last 
year 72,815 volunteers still turned 
in results for 1,842 such circles in 
the U.S., 451 in Canada and 166 in 
Latin America, the Caribbean and 
the Pacific Islands. 

La Conner is within the Padil-
la Bay Circle, centered on March 
Point. For 30 years, the Skagit 
chapter of the Audubon Society 
has organized teams to count birds 
from the Samish Flats to Deception 
Pass, Guemes Island, the Swinom-
ish Reservation and the greater La 
Conner area. Jensen and other bird 
enthusiasts also turn in “feeder 
counts” of backyard birds. 

La Conner resident Steve Phil-

lips will lead Jensen, John Farn-
sworth and other team members 
in Area 8, a large triangle bounded 
by the Hole in the Wall, Channel 
Drive and a point just east of the 
McLean Road traffic circle. Shel-
ter Bay, Swinomish Village and 
southern Fidalgo Island are in Area 
10. Area 9 covers the Swinomish 
Reservation north of Wilbur Road. 

The Area 8 team will count at 
the marina and, with permission, 
on some private trails and farm-
land. “We’ll walk through town 
and Pioneer Park,” said Jensen, 
“probably in the early evening in 
order to possibly see an owl!” 

They will also count from cars. 
“You can look across a potato field 
and see 40 acres,” Phillips noted. 

Powerful spotting scopes will 
make it easier to identify birds 
from a distance. Besides bird spe-
cies and numbers, the team will log 
time, mileage and weather on their 
data sheets. 

“If you have a windy, rainy day 
it’s much harder to spot birds,” 
said Skagit Audubon board mem-
ber Tim Manns. “In forests, a lot 
of birding is done by ear and if it’s 
windy, birds might be quieter and 
harder to hear, so the count will be 
lower.” 

Results from the country’s lon-
gest-running community science 

project help document long-term 
trends in the ranges and popula-
tions of avian species. 

“Audubon has used Christmas 
count data to explore how climate 
change will affect the range of 
birds and the ability of many birds 
to survive,” said Manns. 

Anna’s hummingbirds now 
spend the winter in this area, for 
example. “It might be climate 
change, but it could just be that 
people are keeping feeders and wa-
ter out so they can survive.” 

Using the one-day count to say 
whether there are more or few-
er birds in the county in a given 
year is not a good use of data, says 
Mann. That information is kept 
by the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, which counts 
specific species like trumpeter 
swans using aerial photography. 

“When the weather is good, it’s 
fun to collect usable data that sci-
entists can apply to their work,” 
said Manns. 

Phillips agrees. “I like contribut-
ing to the body of knowledge that 
helps guide conservation decisions 
as we change the world we live in.” 

Summaries of past Audubon 
Christmas Bird Counts, including 
Padilla Bay results, are at www.
audubon.org.

La Conner birders will make Christmas count

Thank you, La Conner! You 
have come through again this 
year. The Giving Tree at the Ed-
ward Jones office in La Conner 
was piled high with gifts this 
month. There were 11 families 
and a total of 24 kids who had 
tags on the tree. The hope was 
that each child would receive 
two gifts, but as usual the La 
Conner community went well 
above that with each child get-
ting at least four. Gifts went 

from the practical of a warm 
coat to the fun of a Lego set. 

Those were just for the local 
families. A second huge batch 
of collected gifts went to the 
Forgotten Children’s Fund to be 
distributed to families farther; 
many were taken to Sumas to 
brighten the Christmas of the 
people who lost their homes 
during the November flood.

  –Source: La Conner Kiwanis

Gifts piled around Kiwanis giving tree

By Olivia Cornwell

Merrymakers gathered to wish 
Jimmy Cornwell a happy birthday 
and helped the Cornwells fill their 
La Conner neighbors’ plates for 
Christmas at The Rex on Sunday, 
Dec. 19. 

Friends snacked on crispy tacos 
with fried jalapeños, cheeseburg-
ers piled high with grilled onions 
then fresh baked carrot cake. The 
antique push cart at The Rex over-
flowed with pantry donations and 
checkbooks were opened wide 
with Skagit Valley generosity. 

Jimmy’s birthday present was 
a $500 donation to the Sunrise 
Food Bank. His friends then 
topped the donation with an 
additional $1,815 which includes 
a matching donation from 
Thrivent Financial Services. The 
entire $2,305 raised, plus a lot of 
needed food for the food bank’s 
clients, was donated. 

Consider the Sunrise Food 

Friends make turning 65 a very sweet deal

Support Afghani refugees by 
donating clothes to the Afghan 
Refugee Winter Clothing Drive. 
There is a dire need for warm 
winter clothing for more than 
4,000 Afghan refugee children 
at New Jersey’s Joint Base Mc-
Guire-Dix-Lakehurst. They es-
caped Afghanistan on U.S. cargo 
planes in August with only the 
clothes on their backs – and they 
need everyone’s help. They sup-
ported the U.S. military during 
the war and risked everything for 
our servicemembers – it is now 
time to step up for them.

The first shipment of cloth-

ing included 352 jackets, coats, 
sweaters, and shirts: 80 pairs of 
pants; 180 blankets, scarves, ear-
muffs and mittens; and 13 pairs of 
shoes and boots.

Items can be dropped off at the 
Whidbey Veterans Resource Cen-
ter (in Langley) on Mondays and 
Tuesdays.

Call to have items picked up by 
Clyde Shavers, the drive’s orga-
nizer: 425-394-6765.

Cash donations are needed for 
shipment. Over $4,000 has been 
raised; the goal is $5,000. Donate 
via gofund.me/fba4cd13

–Source: Clyde Shavers

Donate clothes to Afghan refugees

The Skagit County Historical 
Museum will be closed to the pub-
lic beginning Jan. 1. It reopens Feb. 
11 with the new exhibit “1968: The 
Year That Rocked Washington.”

The closure is for much-needed 
building maintenance: painting the 

east wing gallery and recarpeting 
the lobby and east wing. 

The project is funded from donor 
investment accounts.

The Hugo Helmer exhibit closes 
Dec. 31.

-Source: History Museum

History museum closed in January

The Skagit Community Band 
was in the holiday spirit Dec. 11, 
playing a short concert of holiday 
songs to an appreciative full house 
in Maple Hall.

Director Vince Fejeran led the 40 
piece band through six jazz-oriented 
favorites. They then gave the hall 
over to the A’Town Big Band, a 
17-piece jazz band from Anacortes, 
with Fejeran joining them. They 
played 10 Christmas season tunes 
after a short intermission.

This was the Skagit Community 
Band’s second concert in two 
months. Admission was by free will 
donation. Proof of vaccination was 
necessary.

Holiday concert 
held in Maple Hall

Have you 
seen our 
new website?
Laconnerweeklynews.com

Bank in your year-end giving. 
“While many of us are blessed 
with very comfortable lives in our 
community there are also a lot of 
families that are food insecure. 
Our friends’ kindness last night 
made this my best birthday ever,” 
said Dr. Cornwell. 

“Generosity is the most natural 
outward expression of an inner 
attitude of compassion and lov-
ing-kindness.” – The Dalai Lama 
XIV.


