
PORT ORCHARD – For 
six years, John Gese held 
the number-two spot at the 
Kitsap County Sheriff ’s office, 
but after being sworn in on  
Aug. 30, he moved into the 
top post — becoming sheriff.

The 30-year law enforce-
ment veteran and Seattle 
native who has spent his 
entire police career at the 
sheriff ’s office now controls 
the purse strings of the office’s 
$43 million budget and is 
responsible for a staff of more 
than 250 people.

As he settles into his new 

position, Kitsap News Group 
interviewed the sheriff about 
his new job and asked him 
what he sees transpiring in 
the days ahead. Gese said 
priorities for his first year 
include adjusting to police 
reforms laid out by lawmak-
ers and sought by members 
of the community, and filling 
staff vacancies from person-
nel leaving the office.

New ways of policing
“We are very sensitive 

about things that happened 
with the George Floyd death 
and all the resulting calls for 
social justice reform, criminal 
justice reform. Even here, 
we saw protests. That had an 
impact on us. It caused us to 
stop and rethink how we are 
doing things and make sure 
we want to do things in the 

proper and fair and just way,” 
Gese noted.

Several police reform laws 
were recently enacted by the 
state Legislature. New rules 
on the use of force, limits on 
when law enforcement can 
engage in a vehicle pursuit, 
and the ability to decertify a 
police office are some exam-
ples he pointed out.

The sheriff ’s office and law 
enforcement agencies across 
the state now have to adjust 
their practices to follow the 
new laws. “We are trying 
to adapt to the reforms and 
incorporate [them] into our 
training, policies and culture,” 
he said.

That is proving to be easier 
said than done.

“It’s been a challenge to 
keep up with all the new laws 
and make sure we understand 

the interpretation of them,” 
he admitted. “So, there is a lot 
of work going on right now. 
A lot of analysis of how we do 
business.”

What now constitutes law-
ful use of force and when it 
can be utilized in a variety of 

situations seems to be an area 
of concern.

“We don’t fully under-
stand or know some of the 
perimeters [of when the use 
of force is permissible]. We 
are in the same boat as a lot 
of other agencies and trying 

to work with the Legislature 
and attorney general’s office 
and our own local legislatures 
to fully understand what the 
boundaries are in these new 
laws.”

Prior use of force laws had 
been the subject of numerous 
court cases. Decisions from 
those cases helped interpret 
the rules, providing law 
enforcement with guidance 
as to what constituted lawful 
police force. The new rules 
have yet to undergo court 
review, leaving law enforce-
ment without needed direc-
tion, he explained.

“It’s tough for our officers 
on the street. They want to 
do the right thing. They don’t 
want to get in trouble or get 
charged with a crime. Right 
now, I think is a feeling-out 
period. I think we are being 
slow and cautious.”

PORT ORCHARD — For youngsters 
attending East Port Orchard Elementary 
and South Kitsap School District’s other 
schools, the night before the start of the 
2021-2022 school year was bound to be 
a mix of excitement, anticipation and a 
sprinkling of trepidation before closing 
their eyes to sleep.

The same could be said for classroom 
teachers, whose brains were like a jum-
ble of sticky notes jotted with schedules, 
changes to lesson plans and last-minute 
needed school supplies. And for Holly 
Gubser, her night before the big day on 
Wednesday was compounded by the 
nerve-wracking fact that she would real-
ize her dream of — finally — becoming 
an elementary school teacher.

It’s a dream that the 24-year-old Bay 
Area native said was nurtured by her 
late grandfather, a special education 
teacher who she says had a big influence 
on her life. Also serving as a pivot point 
to her career direction was growing up 
with parents who owned a surf camp in 
Pacifica, south of San Francisco. That 
business was a family affair, she said, 
with family members teaching kids 
ages 6 to 18 how to surf every day at the 
beach during the summer.

Gubser moved to the Puget Sound 
area from San Francisco about three 
years ago along with her fiancee, who 
attended the University of Washington. 
Concurrently she got her teaching 
degree from City University and sub-
sequently student-taught second-grade 

classes with Seattle Public Schools.
After graduating in June 2020, the 

newly minted teacher applied for teach-
ing jobs in the area, but few were hir-
ing, she said. In the meantime, Gubser 
started her own private school with eight 
students, most of them third-graders.

She got her break this summer after 
being hired by South Kitsap School 
District to teach third grade at East Port 
Orchard Elementary. The couple moved 
to Port Orchard in May and purchased a 
home a couple of blocks away from  

the school.
“I just fell in love with the grade,” she 

said. “[The kids] are very independent 
but they also love their teacher a lot. It’s a 
good balance. I hope to make an impact 
on these kids. I can’t wait.”

On Tuesday morning in the class-
room where a collection of 19 or 20 
eager, inquisitive third-graders are to be 
taught, the cheerful teacher exhibited 
only a few signs of anxiousness about the 
impending explosion of kids that were 
soon to enter the building the  

next morning.
“I’m getting a little anxious about hav-

ing the kids come in because it’s been 
such an unprecedented time for every-
body being out of the classroom and 
online,” Gubser said of the past year of 
hybrid learning experiences dictated by 
the pandemic.

But she doesn’t expect the face-mask-
wearing students to arrive with a dulled 
sense of wonderment about learning 
new skills and meeting new class-
mates. Invariably, they’re likely to come 

equipped with the typical assortment 
of mayhem, silliness and sweetness that 
comprise third-graders.

And the new teacher is excited to be 
at the center of it all.

“When a classroom is kinetic and 
flowing, and the energy is matching in 
everyone — and the kids are influencing 
each other to do better and work harder 
— that’s what I love the most about 
teaching,” Gubser said. “I love when kids 
pick each other up and work hard for 
one common goal. I like to facilitate that.

“The kids are so fun. They bring such 
energy into the world.”

PORT ORCHARD — Port 
Orchard experienced a 7.4% 
increase in crime during 2020 — 
the year the pandemic started — 
with the largest increases coming 
in property crimes, including fraud 
and car thefts.

Meanwhile, crimes against indi-
viduals decreased, according to 
new end-of-year crime statistics 
released by the Port Orchard Police 
Department.

“The increase is not as concern-
ing as it may have been in other 
years because we know what some 
of the issues were,” Chief Matt 
Brown said.

Most of the issues the police chief 

referred to are tied to the ripple 
effect of the pandemic.

Fraud cases saw the largest year-
over-year increase at nearly 130%. 
Fraud reports climbed to 62 last year 
from 27 in 2019, a trend also seen 
across the state, according to the 
annual crime report.

“The increase is likely related to 
unemployment fraud. When the 
state released unemployment funds 
related to COVID early in 2020, 
there was a large number of interna-
tional frauds that occurred. This was 
from organized crime that was com-
ing from out of the country.

“If you live in Port Orchard and 
your unemployment benefits were 
stolen by someone in Nigeria, that 
comes up in our stats,” the chief 
explained.

Car thefts increased 60.5% in 
2020. There were 69 such thefts last 
year compared to 43 in 2019.

The chief attributed the rise in 
motor vehicle thefts to the fact  
that two local car dealerships  
were victimized.

“We had some dealerships get hit 
several times by an organized group 
out of town,” he said, explaining that 
thieves often break into the dealer-
ship’s office and steal the car keys.

In those instances, Port Orchard 
officers worked with other law 
enforcement agencies and arrests 
were made, the chief added.

Burglaries saw a 38.7% jump in 
the city. Last year, 104 break-ins 
were registered, compared with 
75 in 2019. Brown described these 
offenses as “crimes of opportunity.”

“Service workers, government 
workers and health care workers still 
had to work [during the shutdown]. 
When you have a large section of 
the population stuck in their homes, 
you can very easily tell when people 

are at work and not in their homes,” 
Brown noted.

The chief could not say whether 
the rise in burglaries represents a 
trend or was an offshoot of the pan-
demic.

Drug arrests were down almost 
38% as narcotic incidents dipped to 
49 last year from 78 in 2019.

As with several categories of 
crimes, the reason there were fewer 
drug cases is tied to the COVID 
pandemic. Port Orchard officers 
were told to make fewer vehicle 
stops to reduce face-to-face contacts 
during the outbreak, Brown said.

Drug arrests often result from 
car stops, the chief said. “You pull a 
guy over. He has a warrant, so you 
have him step outside of the car and 
search him [following the arrest]. 
You find a baggie in his pocket or 
drug paraphernalia. Because we 
weren’t doing as many stops, drug 
cases are going to do down.
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Port Orchard Police say crime increased in 2020
… but COVID pandemic skewed 
figures from previous year

Gese takes reins of Sheriff’s Office

BY MIKE DE FELICE
Special to the Independent

CRIME, SEE 2

New leader focusing 
on implementing new 
police reforms, hiring

BY MIKE DE FELICE
Special to the Independent

File photo 

Outgoing Kitsap County Sheriff Gary Simpson congratulates 
John Gese on his appointment as the new sheriff.

SHERIFF, SEE 2

COVID can’t dull the joy of being a new teacher
New teacher, new 
experiences for  
EPO third-graders

Bob Smith | Independent

New teacher Holly Gubser, who 
began teaching on Wednesday at 
East Port Orchard Elementary, 
comes from a long line of educators 
in her family.

BY BOB SMITH
Kitsap News Group

Bob Smith | Independent

Holly Gubser is a new teacher at East Port Orchard Elementary, where she is sharing her love of learning with a 
classroom of third-graders.

COVID RATES 
ARE UP AGAIN, 
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GO LOCAL
(get  a free pizza! )

Everyone knows you could save 15% or 

more on car insurance. But did you know 

your GEICO Local office could help you 
save money on all your insurance needs?  

Contact us today for a fast, no-obligation 
quote. You’ll see how much you could save, 
plus, get a voucher for a FREE, medium 
2-topping pizza.

Disclaimer: To qualify, you must not currently have a GEICO auto insurance policy. Only 

one pizza per customer, per household. Valid through December 31, 2021. Available only 

after calling 360-692-7741 to get a quote.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all 

situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a 

Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko® image © 1999–2021. © 2021 GEICO    20_610234602
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“There were a lot of unknowns 
about COVID in 2020, so we said we 
were not stopping cars if there is a risk 
of contracting a deadly infectious dis-
ease unless it involved public safety,” 
he said.

The way the vehicle stop policy 
played out most of last year was 
that if a driver was barreling down 
Bay Street going 60 miles per hour, 
public safety was involved and a stop 
would be initiated. Otherwise, a stop 
would not likely take place involving 
a vehicle with expired license tabs, he 
explained.

DUI arrests were down last year 
— 10 were recorded last year as com-
pared to 24 in 2019, according to  

the report.
“A lot of bars were closed. People 

were staying home. If you were at 
home and you wanted to drink, nor-
mally you would not be going any-
where,” he noted. “I would expect that 
number to start ticking up this year.”

Violations of no contact/protection 
orders were down 11%: 55 in 2020 
compared to 62 in 2019.

“A professional guess is that when 
we were all on lockdown, it may be 
possible that people called in domes-
tic violence issues less frequently 
because there weren’t many options 
[to go elsewhere],” Brown said.

When looking at 2020 crime 
rate statistics (displayed on the 
department’s website under “annual 
reports”), the police chief stressed that 
it is important to pay attention to the 
number of incident reports rather 

than just relying on the percentages of 
increases or decreases of a particular 
crime. Focusing on percentages can 
lead to wrong impressions, he cau-
tioned.

For example, the report indicated 
rapes in the city were up 33%. But 
the statistics revealed there were eight 
cases in 2020 compared to six in 2019. 
“As tragic as those [incidents] are, it 
doesn’t indicate to us there is a trend 
of this increasing,” he said.

On the flip side, statutory rapes 
were down 50% but there was only a 
single incident last year and two the 
previous year. Aggravated assaults 
were down 8.3%, which represented 
only four fewer incidents between 
2020 and the prior year.

Comparisons to other cities
A standard way to compare the 

prevalence of crime in different com-
munities is to examine the number 
of crimes per 1,000 people in those 
areas.

In Port Orchard, the crime rate 
in 2020 per 1,000 was 86.9. This 
was higher than some other Kitsap 
County cities such as Bainbridge 
Island, which ranked 33.3, and 
Poulsbo with 51.9. Meanwhile, 
Bremerton’s per 1,000 rate was higher 
at 99.5.

The different rates among cities 
are tied to the characteristics of each 
town, the chief said.

“[Port Orchard has] a number of 
box stores that just by their nature, 
there are property crimes related 
to them. We have Highway 16 that 
runs through here so that brings a 
larger volume of traffic through Port 
Orchard. We also have the jail, so 

crimes that occur in the jail come to 
us. You also have a criminal popula-
tion that when they get out of jail 
they are in Port Orchard, so they 
may commit crimes here after getting 
released,” he said.

When comparing Port Orchard’s 
crime stats against state averages — 
Port Orchard’s 7.4% increase in crime 
in 2019 was close to the state’s average 
increase of 7.1%, according to the city 
report.

Crimes against property locally 
were up by 14%, nearly matching 
the state’s average increase of 13.6%. 
Crimes against persons remained 
nearly the same in the city, compared 
to a reduction statewide of 4.7%. 
Meanwhile, crimes against society 
(such as drug offenses) were down 
33% locally and 3.6% lower across the 
Evergreen State.

CRIME
CONTINUED FROM 1

Staffing shortfall
Drive through any business district 

and you are likely to see a string of “Help 
Wanted” signs in store windows. It is 
no different at the sheriff ’s office. There 
are currently 25 unfilled positions in 
the office, which includes deputies, cor-
rections officers and support staff, Gese 
noted.

“We have been running about a 10% 
vacancy rate. That’s tough because we 
have a growing community. The more 
pressure you have on [staff], unfortu-
nately, the chances of them not staying … 
gets to be more of an issue.”

The staffing drain has largely involved 
veteran staff eligible to retire.

“We have a lot of people who have 
reached that 20-, 25- or 30-year mark 
who are retiring out of our ranks and that 
has accelerated at a little bit with all the 
stuff that’s been going on. Among tenured 
folks, some of them feel, ‘I think this is a 
good time to leave.’ But that is something 
that we expected, looking at the demo-
graphics,” he said.

Gese noted his agency is not see-
ing newer deputies depart. In fact, the 
department has been hiring a number 
of officers from other locations who 
want to work in Kitsap County, he 
said. Recruiting efforts by the agency 
have been hampered by the pandemic. 
Normally, the office would go to job fairs 
and schools to seek applications, but 
those avenues were shut down due to 
COVID regulations.

Once recruiting efforts gear up, Gese 
said he aims to improve diversity on the 

force. The office is reaching out to minor-
ity faith-based leaders and other promi-
nent minority leaders to promote attract a 
wider variety of candidates, he said.

Gese’s journey to becoming the coun-
ty’s new sheriff was not without issue.

Retiring Sheriff Gary Simpson was a 
Democrat, so Kitsap County Democratic 
Precinct Committee officers were respon-
sible for pre-screening potential replace-
ments. They then were to make a recom-
mendation to the county commissioners 
as to who should fill Simpson’s position.

As he was leaving, Simpson endorsed 
Gese as his replacement. Simpson told 
the Kitsap Daily News, “[Gese] under-
stands the dynamics and many facets of 
the sheriff ’s office. He is ready to step in 
and take over the job now.”

After research, the Democratic party 
officers, however, recommended Sgt. 
Brandon Myers, another veteran at the 
sheriff ’s office, for the job. In the end, 
the three Kitsap County Commissioners 
responsible for making the final call 
unanimously selected Gese for the posi-
tion.

The sheriff does not believe the selec-
tion process caused any division in the 
office.

Gese will serve as sheriff for the 
remaining year and a half of Simpson’s 
term.

Background
Gese joined the sheriff ’s office in 1991, 

first as a patrol deputy, then a traffic dep-
uty. In 1999, he was promoted to sergeant 
and worked in internal affairs. After ris-
ing to the level of the rank of lieutenant in 
2004, he was promoted to chief of patrol. 
In 2015, he was appointed undersheriff 
where he worked closely with Simpson 
for six years and until he was appointed 
sheriff.

The sheriff attended college at Western 
Washington University in Bellingham. 
On his way to earning a degree in sociol-
ogy, Gese was torn between becoming a 
social worker or a police office

“I ended up choosing police officer. 
It was a bit of a non-traditional job. It 
appealed to me that there was a variety to 
police work, and you would have contact 
with all sorts of people.”

Community support
While a number of issues confront the 

sheriff ’s office, Gese proudly points out 
that the citizens his deputies serve largely 
support his office.

“We are lucky by the fact that we are 
more connected to the community. Our 
community is very supportive of us, and I 
like to think that is because of the reputa-
tion that we have built. So, my goal is to 
not violate that trust and maintain that 
reputation.

“Are we an agency that the community 
is proud of and can trust? I think we have 
been, and I want us to continue to be.”

SHERIFF
CONTINUED FROM 1

John Gese

3 more COVID-19 
deaths in Kitsap, 141 
total; 405 new cases

On Tuesday, the Kitsap 
Public Health District con-
firmed three more COVID-
related deaths over the 
holiday weekend, 
bringing the 
countywide total 
to 141 since the 
pandemic began 
in March 2020 
and 95 since the 
start of the new year.

Information on the 
four most recent deaths has 
not yet been provided by the 
health district. Of the prior 137 
deaths, 63 were ages 80 and 
older; 32 ages 70-79; 24 ages 
60-69; 12 ages 50-59; four ages 
40-49; and two ages 30-39.

Additionally, 405 new 
COVID cases were confirmed 
over the holiday weekend, 
bringing the countywide total 
to 12,730 since the pandemic 
began.

Of the new cases, South 
Kitsap had 121 cases, 109 
in Central Kitsap, 107 in 
Bremerton, North Kitsap 65, 
and Bainbridge Island three.

A total of 367 cases are in 

their recommended isolation 
period” (10 days after first 
symptoms.) 255 “total close 
contacts in quarantine” were 

also confirmed in Kitsap, 
meaning they are 

“residents who were 
determined to be 
close contacts of 
confirmed cases 
and are in their 

recommended 
quarantine period” 

(14 days after the last 
contact with a case).

Over the past week, the 
county’s positive case rate per 
100,000 residents is 274.4, 
which is substantially above 
the “high level” of coronavirus 
activity — per state guidelines 
that means any rate 37.5 and 
above.

To date, the number of 
Kitsap County residents ages 
12 and older who have initi-
ated vaccination is 69%.

Of the 12,730 total cases, 
4,003 have been reported 
in South Kitsap, 3,454 in 
Bremerton, 2,911 in Central 
Kitsap, 1,897 in North Kitsap, 
and 465 on Bainbridge Island.

STAFF REPORT



PORT ORCHARD — At 
least 35 volunteers joined 
forces earlier this month to 
clean up property surround-
ing a building on Mile Hill 
Road in South Kitsap that was 
purchased by Kitsap County 
last spring to provide a tem-
porary emergency housing 
shelter.

Community organiza-
tions partnered to “adopt” 
the property, which formerly 
housed a health fitness center, 
and held a work party to start 
on improvements to the exte-
rior of the building, including 
clearing out overgrowth from 
landscaping and the parking 
areas.

Partner organizations 
adopting the facility who 
joined the work party 
included Project Share, 
Northwest Hospitality, League 
of Women Voters Housing 
Committee and the Port 
Orchard Homeless Action 
Team. A number of neigh-

bors of the property and Port 
Orchard residents also helped 
out, according to Judy-Rae 
Karlsen, project coordina-
tor with the Kitsap County 
Department of Human 

Services Division of Housing 
and Homelessness. Volunteers 
from various county depart-
ments also pitched in to help.

Karlsen said volunteers 
not only improved neglected 

landscaped areas but opti-
mized security and fire 
prevention by clearing out 
overgrown brush, invasive 
weeds and downed branches, 
and hauling away other debris 

from the parking areas and 
along fences.

“The county purchased 
this property to provide a 
temporary housing facility 
for men, women and chil-

dren who have no home, said 
Doug Washburn, director of 
the county Department of 
Human Services.

“Thanks to Northwest 
Hospitality and Project Share 
for embracing the shelter 
project and initiating this 
facility adoption program. 
They gathered neighbors and 
friends to revitalize the prop-
erty and its park-like atmo-
sphere. The facility will be a 
beautiful place to live.”

County Commissioner 
Charlotte Garrido said she 
was gratified to see the gath-
ering of volunteers support 
the project.

“There is an urgent need to 
get this shelter open to give 
people currently unhoused a 
place to live where it’s easier 
to get them the services and 
resources they need.”

Future volunteer work par-
ties will take place at the site, 
officials said. and other indi-
viduals and organizations are 
invited to participate by con-
tacting jrkarlsen@co.kitsap.
wa.us. To learn more about 
the temporary emergency 
shelter and to find housing 
resources, visit kcowa.us/
skhousing.
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REAL ESTATE

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSES
FOR VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSES, GO TO 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JOHNLSCOTTBAINBRIDGEISLAND 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JLSKINGSTON 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JOHNLSCOTTPORTORCHARD 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JOHNLSCOTTPOULSBO 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JLSSILVERDALE

OPEN HOUSES

SAT & SUN 1PM-4PM
25347 CANYON RD NW, POULSBO $1,200,000
3BD/2.5BA 2,500SF 2.120AC
DENNIS DEITCH 360-271-1590 (PB)
View at johnlscott.com/1833756
 
SATURDAY 11AM-2PM
19342 FRONT ST NE, POULSBO $660,000
3BD/2.25BA 1,580SF .070AC
CAROL GLAD 360-271-4512 (PB)
View at johnlscott.com/1817722

SATURDAY 12PM-3PM
549 NW ARENDAL WY, POULSBO $635,000
3BD/2.25BA 2,946SF .130AC
VICKIE DEPUDY 360-649-6545 (PB)
View at johnlscott.com/1830368

SUNDAY 11AM-2PM
10505 LEEWAY AVE NW, SILVERDALE $610,000
3BD/2.5BA 2,290SF .940AC
DONNA EVANS 360-271-7762 (PB)
View at johnlscott.com/1828667

BREMERTON/CENTRAL KITSAP

9092 WASHINGTON AVE NW #1, SILVERDALE $798,000
2BD/1.5BA 1,807SF .690AC
JACKIE KILLORAN 360-620-2828 (SL)
View at johnlscott.com/1819731

320 WASHINGTON AVE #90, BREMERTON $775,900
2BD/2.5BA 1,681SF CONDO
BRIAN WILSON 360-689-2466 (PB)
View at johnlscott.com/1828792

4592 NW HOSEMAN CIR, SILVERDALE $664,000
4BD/2.5BA 2,585SF .550AC 
BRIAN WILSON 360-689-2466(PB)
View at johnlscott.com/1834446

REDUCED
10056 BRUSH ARBOR LN NW, SEABECK $599,000
3BD/1.75BA 1,628SF 1.270AC
ISAAK HAMMERS 360-990-7299 (SL)
View at johnlscott.com/1816323

9949 RICHARDSON RD NW, BREMERTON $478,000
3BD/1.75BA 1,912SF .320AC
BROOKE HAMMETT 360-620-3270 (PB)
View at johnlscott.com/1812933

REDUCED
4983NW WESTAGE RD, SILVERDALE $450,000
3BD/1BA 1,440SF 6.320AC
SCOTT JENSEN 360-340-1844 (KG)
View at johnlscott.com/1772919

1150 NW DRAGONSTONE ST, #38, BREMERTON $415,000
3BD/2.5BA 1,620SF .046AC
KRISTINA MONEYPENNY 360-731-6734 (SL)
View at johnlscott.com/1813267

8725 SHORE PL NW, SILVERDALE $399,000
1BD/.75BA 462SF .220AC
ISAAK HAMMERS 360-990-7299 (SL)
View at johnlscott.com/1804776

3742 W F ST, BREMERTON $349,900
1BD/1BA 1,112SF .150AC 
AMBER OLSEN 360-5092797 (PO)
View at johnlscott.com/1820412

66 PETER HAGEN RD NW, SEABECK $250,000
1,360SF 4.630AC
SHAWN HARTLEY 360-710-7238 (SL)
View at johnlscott.com/1797971

3634 W E ST, BREMERTON $250,000
1BD/1BA 824SF .070AC 
NATHAN BISHOP 360-536-2494 (PO)
View at johnlscott.com/1832715

4116 W M ST, BREMERTON $225,000
2BD/1BA 887SF .200AC
DENNIS BALDUF JR 360-649-5053 (SL)
View at johnlscott.com/1823893

4250 OLYMPIC DR W, BREMERTON $159,000
2BD/1BA 784SF .110AC
JOE HIGBEE 360-710-8239 (SL)
View at johnlscott.com/1822194

826 CHESTER AVE, BREMERTON $92,000
1,210SF .100AC 
TONY COLE 360-649-1549 (SL)
View at johnlscott.com/1822442

NORTH KITSAP

12114 S KEYPORT RD NE, POULSBO $750,000
3BD/2.75BA 1,997SF 2.120AC
SCOTT JENSEN 360-340-1844 (KG)
View at johnlscott.com/1831261

REDUCED
10527 NE MISTY GLEN WY, KINGSTON $719,900
3BD/3BA 2,505SF .490AC
MIKE VOELZ 360-860-2092 (PB)
View at johnlscott.com/1812612

12973 WICKS END LN SW, PORT ORCHARD $630,000
3BD/2.25BA 2,102SF 2.520AC
DENNIS BALDUF JR 360-649-5053 (SL)
View at johnlscott.com/1827624

SOUTH KITSAP

5931 WATAUGA BEACH DR E, PORT ORCAHRD $1,600,000
4BD/2.75BA 3,196F .140AC
MARTHA ELLIS 360-731-8949 (PO)
VIEW AT JOHNLSCOTT.COM/1832382
 
7623 E MONTANA ST, PORT ORCHARD $899,000
3BD/3BA 4,158SF .330AC
JOE HIGBEE 360-710-8239 (SL)
View at johnlscott.com/1812892

5978 SE KNUTSEN LN, PORT ORCHARD $625,000
3BD/3BA 3,447SF 4.800AC 
MARK STROMBECK 360-340-6233 (PO)
View at johnlscott.com/1754728

REDUCED
6736 SE SEDGWEWICK RD, PORT ORCHARD $530,000
3BD/2.5BA 2,320SF 2.500AC
SAEKO STEFFENS 360-551-1953 (SL)
View at johnlscott.com/1825884

1036 PUGET DR SE, PORT ORCHARD $325,000
2BD/1BA 989SF .300AC
SCOTT FENTON 360-509-9804 (PO)
View at johnlscott.com/1829454

1122 PORTLAND AVE, PORT ORCHARD $265,000
4BD/1BA 1,946SF .150AC
RON BISHOP 360-876-7600 (PO)
View at johnlscott.com/18328504

OUTSIDE KITSAP CO.

REDUCED
208 W 5TH ST, CLE ELUM $799,000
5BD/4BA 3,983SF .190AC
JUSTIN WEIS 509-304-5340 (PO)
View at johnlscott.com/1801160
 
181 NORTH BAY LN #4, PORT LUDLOW $489,900
3BD/1.75BA 1,442SF .002AC
KEN WEST 360-990-2444 (PB)
View at johnlscott.com/1834986

141 E LAKE FOREST DR, ALLYN $465,000
3BD/2BA 1,809SF .260AC
DEBORAH BONNEVILLE 360-340-3359 (PO)
View at johnlscott.com/1835118

325 E H ST, SHELTON $325,000
2BD/1.75BA 1,382SF .210AC 
DEBORAH BONNEVILLE 360-340-3359 (PO)
View at johnlscott.com/1833227

557 CHENOIS AVE NE, OCEAN SHORES $315,000
3BD/2BA 1,890SF .179AC
PENNY MCLAUGHLIN 206-618-5123 (PB)
View at johnlscott.com/1833955

REDUCED
41 E CEDAR ST, BELFAIR $229,000
1BD/1BA 844SF .110AC
DIANNE DIBLEY 360-731-0138 (PO)
View at johnlscott.com/1789764

A CAREER IN REAL ESTATE 

If you are looking for a fun,  rewarding, and challenging 
career in real estate, the seasoned management team at 
John L. Scott is here to support you each step of   the way. 
For a confi dential conversation with one of our neighborhood 
offi ces, call one of managing brokers below. 
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Volunteers help spruce up new emergency shelter grounds
Community organizations 
partner to ‘adopt’ the  
Port Orchard property

BY BOB SMITH

Kitsap News Group

Courtesy photo

At least 35 volunteers joined forces earlier this month to clean up property surrounding a building on Mile Hill Road in South 
Kitsap that was purchased by Kitsap County last spring to provide a temporary emergency housing shelter.



OPINION
Independent Your opinion counts:  We encourage letters from the community. Please do not exceed 300 words and we ask 

that you include your full name and phone number for verification. Letters containing personal attacks, insults or 
obscene language will not be considered for publication. Letter content may be edited for clarity and length. Email 
letters to editor@portorchardindependent.com.
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Renewable hydrogen pilot  
given green light in Washington

The 2020 Toyko Olympics were billed as the “Hydrogen Olympics!” Postponing 
the games until 2021 cost Japan billions and thwarted its efforts to showcase the 
Japanese “Green Growth” strategies.

Japan, like the United States, plans to become 
carbon-neutral by 2050. While countries like China 
are betting on lithium batteries, Japan’s centerpiece is 
hydrogen. As Japanese researchers develop new tech-
nology using renewable electricity generated by wind, solar and 
hydropower to produce hydrogen, those projects could work in 
Washington state as well.

Hopefully, one of those pilot projects will be sited in the 
Wenatchee area. Legislation sponsored by Sen. Brad Hawkins, 
R-East Wenatchee, and 32 of his colleagues gives Douglas PUD 
the authority to use excess hydro, wind and solar electricity to 
produce renewable hydrogen. Douglas PUD is now researching a 2-3 megawatt 
test plant.

In the past 18 months, COVID changed everything. It’s not just the disease 
itself — it’s the supply chain disruption, wrote Tess Joosse, an editorial fellow at 
Scientific American, on July 30. The pandemic’s ripple effect is continuing to have 
a “major impact on all kinds of industries in unexpected ways that nobody would 
have really been able to prepare for.”

For example, Tokyo’s Olympic Village, home to the athletes during the Games, 
was slated to run on hydrogen. One hundred hydrogen-fuel-cell-powered buses 
and 500 hydrogen-powered cars were supposed to transport competitors and 
staff between venues. However, when the Olympics opened, only one building 
in the village and the Olympic flame cauldron in Tokyo’s National Stadium were 
hydrogen-powered.

COVID hasn’t dampened Japan’s enthusiasm for hydrogen development, Keith 
Wipke, a hydrogen and fuel cell researcher at the U.S. National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory, told Scientific American. “I certainly have seen no indications that 
Japan or any other country has backed off on their quite ambitious aspirations for 
hydrogen — if anything, I think they have doubled down.”

Japan built the world’s third-largest economy on an industrial base powered 
by imported oil, gas and coal. However, its leader concluded Japan can’t achieve 
its zero-emissions goal with renewable sources like solar and wind alone, Wall 
Street Journal’s Phred Dvorak wrote. They are betting heavily on hydrogen largely 
because it emits water, not carbon dioxide.

One key problem is hydrogen isn’t found by itself in nature, which means it 
must be extracted from compounds such as water or fossil fuels, Dvorak added. 
Currently, the most economical way is extracting it from natural gas and coal, but 
that process also produces carbon dioxide.

The long-term goal is to make hydrogen the “green” way, using electricity from 
renewable energy sources to break down water — but for now, that is more costly.

Japan is working to reduce green hydrogen production costs from breaking 
apart water through electrolysis; however, electrolysis uses lots of electricity. A 
Japanese consortium started constructing a large-scale (10 megawatts) renewable 
energy-powered hydrogen production unit, the largest of its class in the world. It 
will take electricity from a large 20-megawatt solar farm built on the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear disaster site where a 9.0 earthquake hit in 2011.

Hydrogen produced at Fukushima Hydrogen Energy Research Field (FH2R) 
will also be used to power hydrogen fuel cells in cars, buses, trucks — and pos-
sibly airplanes. While the facility is also tied into the electrical grid as backup, it is 
designed to use surplus wind and solar electricity.

If the Fukushima and Douglas PUD test projects are successful, that technol-
ogy could be applicable in the Columbia River Basin where hydro, nuclear, wind 
and solar produce high volumes of CO2-free electricity. Imagine a series of green 
hydrogen production facilities in Washington, which make liquid hydrogen as a 
replacement for gasoline and diesel? Hopefully, it could happen.

Don C. Brunell is a business analyst, writer and columnist. He can be contacted at 
theBrunells@msn.com.

OPINION
By DON BRUNELL

Everything we know about work is wrong.  
And the COVID-19 pandemic has proved it.

So what can the 
plight of a little cafe tell 
you about the state of 
the American economy 
and the changing face of 
work? A lot, as it turns out.

The other week, the bistro 
where my family and I have 
been grabbing brunch every 
Sunday since the start of the 
pandemic announced that it 
would be shuttering on weekends 
and shifting to a more limited, 
weekday schedule. The reason was 
a familiar one: The owner couldn’t 
find the staff they needed to both 
function effectively and to keep 
themselves and their current staff 
from being ground into dust from 
the punishing pace.

The news was heartbreaking, if 
entirely unsurprising. Employers 
across the nation are struggling 
with a labor shortage so profound 
that one Alabama pizzeria vowed 
to hire “literally anyone” just to 
keep the doors open, according to 
Business Insider.

Business leaders have falsely 
blamed the crisis on generous 
pandemic unemployment benefits, 
arguing that they’re a disincentive 
to return to the labor force. Study 
after study has proven this is not 
the case. Instead, more seismic 
forces are at work.

In April of this year, a staggering 
4 million people quit their jobs, 
in a phenomenon that’s come to 
be called “The Great Resignation,” 
Vox reported.

It’s not that people don’t want to 
work, but rather it’s that, after an 
earth-shattering 16 months that 
have seen hundreds of thousands 
of our family members, friends 
and neighbors die at the hands of 
an implacable and indiscriminate 
foe, there’s just a genuine ques-
tion of whether grinding it out 
for 4o hours a week at a job with 
substandard pay, low benefits and 
little work-home balance is really 
worth it.

Increasingly, the answer is a 
resounding “No.”

Hospitality and leisure workers, 
who staff restaurants, bars and 
hotels, and who had to bear the 
brunt of pandemic-induced rage 
for low wages and little dignity, 
are leading that exodus. In April, 
the sector lost more than 740,000 
people.

In the midst of the pandemic, 
workers across industries dis-
covered something: When they 
weren’t tethered to desks or jobs, 
there was time for something 
miraculous: family and commu-
nity, the hobby they’d been putting 
off learning, the time to retrain 
and search for new, and more ful-

filling, work.
Admittedly, not 

everyone had this lux-
ury. Working parents 
had to scramble to find 
child care or balance 
the demands of remote 
work against acting as 
their children’s home-
room teacher. The 

shift was particularly hard for low-
income workers. Frontline workers 
didn’t have the luxury of stepping 
back at all.

Even so, “We have changed. 
Work has changed. The way we 
think about time and space has 
changed,” Harvard Business School 
professor Tsedal Neeley told NPR. 
Having been given time and space 
and flexibility by the pandemic, 
workers now crave and demand it, 
she told NPR.

And then something else hap-
pened, because of unprecedented 
direct payments from the federal 
government — as much as $3,200 
each — the number of Americans 
in poverty began to fall, accord-
ing to Vox, from 12.8% in 2018 to 
8.5%. That’s based on projections 
researchers at Columbia University 
made in March.

Separate research by the Urban 
Institute, also cited by Vox, pro-
jected that 2021 poverty will be 
about 7%, nearly cutting the 2018 
rate in half.

The Biden White House’s child 
tax credit program — monthly 
payments of up to $300 per child 
to American families — is similar-
ly expected to lift millions of chil-
dren out of poverty. Republicans 
argue against such largess, saying it 
perpetuates the welfare state.

It is hard to deny the bottom 
line reality: When you give people 
money, they are less poor, hap-
pier and more likely to inject that 
money back into the economy. In 
fact, economists expect economic 
growth of about 7% this year, and 
4.9% in 2022, fueled by the stimu-

lus and vaccines, Reuters reported.
Good policy choices drive down 

poverty. And American workers, 
by now accustomed to the flexibil-
ity of the post-pandemic economy 
and the regular flow of stimulus 
checks, are unlikely to want to 
backtrack on that.

But it can’t end there. To help 
both employers and workers, 
Washington needs to step up and 
do a couple of things.

One of them is finally making 
the wealthiest Americans, who 
grew even richer during the pan-
demic, pay their fair share.

Earlier this week, new research 
by a coalition of Pennsylvania 
advocates showed that that if 
a wealth tax proposed by Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren had been in 
effect in 2020, “the nation’s billion-
aires alone would have paid  
$114 billion for that year—and 
would pay an estimated combined 
total of $1.4 trillion over 10 years.”

That would pay for roughly half 
the $3.5 trillion budget resolution 
backed by the Biden adminis-
tration that would dramati-
cally remake the post-pandemic 
economy. Approving it would 
pay for child care and a host of 
other programs that would enable 
Americans to go back to work in a 
sustainable and healthy way.

We also need to stop tying 
health coverage and other benefits 
to employment. The United States 
stands nearly alone in tying health 
coverage and other key benefits to 
work.

The pandemic proved that 
everything we know about work 
is wrong. And there’s no stepping 
back from it now.

An award-winning political jour-
nalist, John L. Micek is editor-in-
chief of The Pennsylvania Capital-
Star in Harrisburg, Pennyslvania. 
Email him at jmicek@penncapital-
star.com and follow him on Twitter 
@ByJohnLMicek.

OPINION
By JOHN L. MICEK

My college student will 
choose church over parties

Many parents (including my wife and I) are currently in the process of mov-
ing their precious partly grown child-people (and some of their credit cards) 
to institutions of higher education for the first time so that these students can 
gain vital professional knowledge and skills, including how to get those pad 
thingies back into sports bras correctly when they come out of the dryer.

Based on my vast lack of expertise, other than 
my own college experience back in the 1990s when 
it was cool to dress like a disheveled version of the 
Brawny paper towel dude, I have a few tips to help 
incoming college freshpersons (especially my eldest 
and most-expensive daughter) adapt to spending their par-
ents’ money away from home.

Before embarking on this new adventure, college students 
need to secure a few key items, including an industrial-
strength toilet brush and plunger set. Because typical college 
students consume a steady diet of pizza, Kraft macaroni and 
cheese and microwaved nachos, the plunger is sure to be put to regular use. 
And although the toilet brush is unlikely ever to be employed for its intended 
purpose, it makes a handy back scratcher during extended potty/cell phone 
time.

HUMOR
By JASE GRAVES

GRAVES, SEE 7



The highly contagious delta 
variant and unvaccinated peo-
ple, along with summer travel 
and events, have led to the worst 
COVID-19 numbers in Kitsap 
County, including South Kitsap, 
since the pandemic began.

Dr. Gib Morrow of the Kitsap 
Public Health District recom-
mended last week that busi-
nesses require employees and 
customers to get vaccinated.

Morrow supports vaccinated-
only businesses for workers and 
patrons. “Show some evidence 
to get in the door,” he said, add-
ing it’s worked at concerts and 
elsewhere. “It’s good for busi-
ness. We need a full-court press 
- a critical mass of local busi-
nesses to jump into that.”

“My body, my choice is true,” 
Morrow said of those refusing 
to get COVID shots. However, 
business owners have just as 
much right to not hire and to 
refuse service to those people.

That tough stance already is 
in place for state workers. Health 
care and school personnel also 
are under that same mandate 
before Oct. 18 or they could lose 
their jobs. There already is a 
shortage of health care workers, 
and it could get worse. Morrow 
said he doesn’t understand 
why anyone in that profession 
wouldn’t get a vaccine.

“They’ve taken a sacred vow 
to do no harm,” he said, adding 
they’ve been known to go out 
with friends, and it spreads to 
people they are providing care 
for. “It should not be happen-
ing.” He hopes teachers also get 
the vaccine. “I hope what hap-
pens is people get vaccinated. 
That’s what everybody has to do 
if we want to end this.”

In Kitsap County among 
those ages 12 and older, 69% 
have at least initiated the vac-
cination protocol. But the rate 
of COVID-19 cases per 100,000 
people per 7 days is 274.4 cases, 
the highest level ever.

In South Kitsap, 59% of 
residents have initiated getting 
vaccinated. Also, 71% of South 
Kitsap residents 65 and older 
have gotten vaccinated; 59% of 
those 12 and older have also 
done so. In the 12-18 age range, 
45% have initiated getting vac-
cinated; 38% have completed the 
process.

Morrow said government-
mandated vaccinations have not 
been an issue historically. For 
example, it wasn’t an issue when 
George Washington ordered 
smallpox shots for soldiers at 
Valley Forge. It hasn’t been an 
issue for Hepatitis B either. 
“They are safe vaccines. It’s a 
dysfunctional political view, 
which is a terrible thing to have” 
during a pandemic, he said.

The Food and Drug 
Administration recently 
endorsed the Pfizer vaccine for 

those age 16 and older. Since it 
just happened, there hasn’t been 
an uptick yet in some holdouts 
getting the vaccine, but Morrow 
hopes it happens soon.

“It’s not like they’ve been 
waiting for the moment so 
they could get it the next day,” 
Morrow joked about people 
who said they pass because it 
wasn’t FDA approved. Fewer 
people were being vaccinated in 
mid-July, but Morrow said that 
is drifting upward: “But [it’s] a 
little bit slower than I’d like to 
see.”

He said it’s hard to know if 
those finally getting shots now 
are longtime holdouts or those 
with compromised immune 
systems — like cancer, HIV or 
organ transplant patients. While 
third doses for them have been 
approved by the FDA, still to 
come is a decision on third 
doses for Moderna and Pfizer 
vaccine recipients who received 
their second doses eight months 
ago. When that is OK’d, the best 
decision is for a patient to “stick 
with the same (vaccine) as the 
first time around.”

Morrow said he wishes more 
people older than age 5 would 
follow Gov. Jay Inslee’s order to 
wear masks indoors, no matter 
their vaccination status. Even 
though it can be hard for busi-
nesses to enforce, they need to 

because there can be problems 
with Labor and Industries, the 
Liquor and Cannabis Board, and 
the Health District.

When the state fully reopened 
June 30 after  
1½ years of COVID closures, 
it happened after a “long, slow 
descent in case activity with 
people getting vaccinated final-
ly,” Morrow said. But for various 
reasons, it’s “hands down the 
highest rate we’ve seen in Kitsap 
County” now. It’s above the peak 
in January and twice what it was 
in April, he added.

“Don’t go to Vegas,” he said, 
adding travel has been an issue. 
He said there were a number 
of Kitsap cases related to the 
Watershed Music Festival at the 
Gorge and also from a Bible 
camp in Idaho. The unvaccinat-
ed are spreading it to not only 
others who are unvaccinated, 
but to those who are vaccinated 
as well.

“They don’t get as sick, and 
they don’t end up in the hospital, 
but they can still transmit” it to 
others, Morrow said.

He added that many “vocal 
‘anti-vaxers’ at the last minute 
change their mind, but that’s not 
helpful once they are sick. They 
regret not buying into the reality 
of the whole thing. They abso-
lutely regret that fact when they 
are sick and on a ventilator.”

Morrow said he is quite con-
cerned with schools starting in 
person because the delta variant 
is hitting young people. But he 
added districts learned last year 
how important it is for kids to 
be in school.

“Schools know what to do 
at this point,” he said, adding 
parents need to keep their kids 
home if they are symptomatic, 
regardless of severity. Kids need 
to be tested and isolated for a 
minimum of 10 days if positive. 
Other kids in the classroom also 
must be tested. Schools need to 
be active in case investigation, 
contact tracing and notifying 
families.

With such high COVID 
numbers, Morrow’s not sure 
what will happen next. “I don’t 
have a crystal ball,” he said. 
However, he said it doesn’t look 
like Inslee is willing to shut 
down businesses again. “I’m glad 
to see vaccinations will be the 
primary driver.”

Morrow said getting a vacci-
nation is important for personal 
safety and the safety of others. 
“We need to get those people off 
the fence,” he said of the unvac-
cinated. “It’s a tremendous cost 
to our society — the ongoing 
destruction this disease is caus-
ing economically, scholastically 
for kids and for our health care 
situation.”
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The power of personal
attention working for you.

Richard “Richie” Lopez, 
43, of Port Orchard, 
Washington passed away on 
Sunday August 22, 2021. 
Richie was born on 
February 14, 1978 in 
Bremerton, Washington 
to Christine Maxwell and 
Richard Moncure Lopez.  
Richie loved his home town 
so much that he did not 

stray far and ultimately settled down in near-by Port 
Orchard. Richie and his son Cristo met Jessica and Kaizen 
in 2011 in Port Orchard and on 5 July 2012 Richie married 
Jessica and they became an instant blended family.  Richie 
was active in his community serving as a board member, 
coach, and umpire at SKELL, a local business owner, and 
sponsor of youth sports, as well as a local volunteer. Ever 
the ultimate father, son, husband, and friend, Richie was 
loved by all and will be missed by many.  
Richie was preceded in death by his father Richard Lopez, 
grandfather Ambler Lopez, grandmother Evelyn Lopez, 
grandfather Gene Armbruster, and grandmother Barbara 
Rockman. 
Richie is survived by his wife Jessica Lopez, sons Cristo 
Lopez and Kaizen McCann of Port Orchard, Washington; 
mother Christine Maxwell of Manchester, Washington; 
grandmother  Diane Armbruster of Manchester, 
Washington; sister Amanda Cheatwood of Port Orchard, 
Washington; his step siblings Charlie, Jake, and Nichole 
and numerous aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, and 
nephews. 
A viewing for close friends and family only will be held 
at Rill Chapel in Port Orchard on 4 September 2021 and 
a memorial service will be held at the Family Worship 
Center on Sydney Rd in Port Orchard on 11 September 
2021 at 2 pm. For details please email the family at 
jasminesimms79@gmail.com. 

Richard E. Lopez
February 14, 1978 - August 22, 2021

TRIBUTE Paid Notice
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COVID-19 cases are climbing higher than ever
In South Kitsap, 59% of 
residents have initiated 
getting vaccinated

BY STEVEN POWELL

Kitsap News Group

Fast COVID facts for Kitsap County

• 96% of BI students ages 12-18 have initiated vaccines; Poulsbo is 

second at 59%. South Kitsap is 45%.

• 44 residents are hospitalized, including 26 new cases in the past 

week.

• 56 of the 67 hospitalizations in August were not fully vaccinated.

• There were seven deaths in August, but 33 in January. As of Sept. 6, 

total deaths were 141.

• County cases last week numbered 652, the most ever.

• The risk of COVID is almost four times higher if not fully vaccinated.

• Ages 19-34 have the highest rate of cases this month, followed by 

ages 35-64, 12-18, 0-11 and over 65.

• The highest age group in the number of cases is 20-29 at 21.4%. 

Those 60 and older are 18.2%.

• In the last four weeks, Hispanic or Latinx have the highest rate, 

followed by non-white and white.

• 96% of intensive care unit beds are occupied, half with COVID; 

108% of ventilators are in use.

• Women are 66% vaccinated, men 54%. “They’re used to taking 

care of themselves and others,” Morrow said of women.
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Sound Classifieds
in print & online!

to place an ad...

call: toll free 1-800-388-2527

email: classifieds@soundpublishing.com

What is only a few 

inches tall and can move 

almost anything?

..an ad in Sound Classifieds!

announcements

Announcements

A DV E RT I S E  S TAT E - 
WIDE with a $325 clas- 
sified listing or $1,575  
for a display ad. Call this  
newspaper or 
360-344-2938 for de- 
tails.

EL IMINATE GUTTER  
CLEANING FOREVER!  
LeafFilter, the most ad- 
vanced debris-blocking  
gutter protection. Sched- 
ule a FREE LeafFilter  
estimate today. 15% off  
Entire Purchase. 10%  
Senior & Mil i tary Dis- 
counts. Call 1-888-360- 
1582.

FREON WANTED: We  
pay $$$ for cyl inders  
and cans. R12 R500  
R11 R113 R114. Con- 
venient. Certified Profes- 
sionals. Call 312-291- 
9169 or visit Refrigerant- 
Finders.com

G E N E R A C  S t a n d b y  
G e n e r a t o r s  p r o v i d e  
backup power dur ing  
utility power outages, so  
your home and family  
s t ay  s a fe  a n d  c o m - 
for table. Prepare now.  
Free 7-year extended  
warranty ($695 value!).  
Request a free quote to- 
day! Call for additional  
terms and conditions.  
1-888-674-7053.

LONG DISTANCE MOV- 
ING. Cal l  today for  a  
F R E E  Q U OT E  f r o m  
America’s Most Trusted  
Interstate Movers. Let us  
take the stress out of  
moving! Call to speak to  
a Relocation Specialist,  
855-337-8535.

SAVE UP TO 80% ON  
YOUR MEDICATION.  
Eliquis, Xarelto, Viagra,  
Cialis & more! Licensed  
& Certified. Lowest price  
guaranteed. Call 
877-446-0347 & get free  
shipping on your first or- 
der. (Open M-F)

transportation

Vehicles Wanted

DONATE YOUR CAR  
TO CHARITY. Receive  
maximum value of write  
off for your taxes. Run- 
n i n g  o r  n o t !  
All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup. Call for de- 
tails, 855-635-4229.

legals

Legal Notices

IN THE SUPERIOR  
COURT OF THE STATE  

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR KITSAP  

COUNTY
In re the Estate of 
KRIS MATTESON,
Deceased.
No.  20-4-00678-18
NOTICE  TO  CREDI - 
TORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
The person named be- 
low has been appointed  
as Personal Representa- 
tive of this estate. Any  
person having a claim  
against  the decedent  
must, before the time  
t h e  c l a i m  w o u l d  b e  
barred by any otherwise  
appl icable  statute  of  
limitations, present the  
claim in the manner as  
p r o v i d e d  i n  R C W  
11.40.070 by serving on  
or mailing to the Per- 
sonal Representative or  
the Personal Represen- 
tative’s attorney at the  
address stated below a  
copy of the claim and  
filing the original of the  
claim with the court in  
which the probate pro- 
ceed ings  were  com- 
menced. The claim must  
be presented within the  
later of:  (1) thirty days  
after the Personal Rep- 
resentative served or  
mailed the notice to the  
creditor as provided un- 
d e r  
RCW  11.40.020(1)(c);  
or (2) four months after 
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the date of first publica- 
tion of the notice. If the  
claim is not presented  
within this time frame,  
the  c la im is  fo rever  
barred, except as other- 
w i s e  p r o v i d e d  i n  
R C W   1 1 . 4 0 . 0 5 1  
and 11.40.060.  
Date of Filing in Superi- 
or Court:   August 30,  
2021 
Date of First Publication:   
September 3, 2021
Personal Representa- 
tive:  John B. Elliott
Attorney for Personal  
Representative:  
D o u g l a s  N .  O w e n s ,  
WSBA #641
Address for Mailing or  
Service: 
Douglas N. Owens PS
1610 Commercial Ave.,  
#207
Anacortes, WA  98221
(360) 299-3990
Court of Probate Pro- 
ceed ings  and  Cause  
Number: Kitsap County  
Superior Court, Cause  
No. 20-4-00678-18
Date of first publication:
September 3, 2021
Date of last publication:
September 17, 2021
(POI936514)

IN THE SUPERIOR  
COURT OF THE STATE  

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE  

COUNTY OF KITSAP
In the Matter of the
Estate of
BILL JESS CATES, a/k/a
JESS WILLIAM CATES
Deceased.
No. 21-4-00813-18
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The Co-Personal Repre- 
sentatives named below  
have been appointed as  
CoPersonal Representa- 
tives of this Estate. Any  
person having a claim  
against  the decedent  
must, before the time  
t h e  c l a i m  w o u l d  b e  
barred by any otherwise  
appl icable  statute  of  
limitations, present the  
claim in the manner as  
p r o v i d e d  i n  R C W  
11.40.070 by serving on  
or mailing to the Co- 
Personal Representa- 
tives or the Co-Personal  
Representatives’ attor- 
ney at the address stat- 
ed below a copy of the  
c l a im and  f i l i ng  the  
or ig inal  of  the c la im  
w i th  t he  cou r t .  The  
claim must be presented  
within the later of: (1)  
THIRTY (30) days after  
the Co-Personal Repre-
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sentat ives served or  
mai led the Not ice to  
Creditors as provided  
u n d e r  R C W  
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)  
four months after the  
date of first publication  
of the Notice to Credi- 
tors. If the claim is not  
presented within this  
time frame, the claim is  
forever barred, except  
as  prov ided  in  RCW  
11.40.051and 1.40.060.
This bar is effective as  
to claims against both  
the decedent’s probate  
and nonprobate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLI- 
CATION:  Augus t  27 ,  
2021
CO-PERSONAL REPRE- 
SENTATIVES:
CAROL ANN CATES
SHIRLEY RAE
DOOLITTLE
ATTORNEY FOR
CO-PERSONAL REPRE- 
SENTATIVES:
JEFFREY COX
WSBA # 16249
ADDRESS FOR MAIL- 
ING /SERVICE: 600
KITSAP ST STE 202
PORT ORCHARD WA  
98366
Date of First Publication  
August 27, 2021
Date of Last Publication
September 10, 2021
(POI936501)

IN THE SUPERIOR  
COURT OF THE STATE  

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE  

COUNTY OF KITSAP
IN THE MATTER OF THE  
ESTATE OF
PHYLLIS L. HINK, 
Deceased. 
NO.  21-4-00870-18
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
N O T I C E  I S  H E R E B Y  
GIVEN that the under- 
s igned has been ap- 
pointed and has quali- 
fied as personal repre- 
sentative or is the attor- 
ney of  record of  the  
above entitled estate;  
that all persons having  
claims against said de- 
ceased are hereby re- 
qu i r ed  t o  se r ve  t he  
same, duly executed, on  
said personal represen- 
tative or the attorneys of  
record, at the address  
below stated, and file an  
executed copy of same  
with the Clerk of said  
Cour t ,  together  wi th  
proof of such service,  
within four (4) months  
after the filing of a copy 
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of this notice to credi- 
tors with the Clerk of the  
Court, whichever is lat- 
er, or the same will be  
barred. DATE OF FIRST  
PUBLICATION: 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2021
/s/ David Carl Hill
D AV I D  C A R L  H I L L ,  
WSBA #9560
Attorney for Estate
1521  SE  P ipe rbe r r y  
Way, Suite 137
P o r t  O r c h a r d ,  W A  
98366
Personal Representative  
for Estate:
RAELYNN LUCE
401 NW Elk Lane
Poulsbo, WA  98370
Date of first publication:
September 10, 2021
Date of last publication:
September 24, 2021
(POI937671)

IN THE SUPERIOR  
COURT OF THE STATE  
OF WASHINGTON IN  

AND FOR
THE COUNTY OF KING,  

JUVENILE
 DEPARTMENT

IN RE THE
DEPENDENCY OF:
GABRYEL MITCHELL
DOB: 03/24/2021
NO: 21-7-00349-9 SEA
NOTICE OF HEARING- 
TO: * Alleged Father,  
Je f f rey  E.  Mi tchel l ,  
and/or anyone claiming  
parental/paternal rights  
or interest in the child  
and to All Whom It May  
Concern:On May 25,  
2021, a petition for De- 
pendency was filed in  
the above entitled Court,  
p u r s u a n t  t o  R C W  
13.34.080 and/or RCW  
26.33.310 regarding the  
above  named  ch i l d ,  
w h o s e  p a r e n t s  a r e  
Mother, Haley A. Roy  
and *. [FOR FURTHER  
INFORMATION, CALL  
206-477-2310,  8 :00  
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.]Said  
Petition will be heard on  
November 4, 2021, at  
the hour of 8:30 a.m., at  
the Judge Patricia H.  
Clark Children & Family  
Justice Center, 1211 E.  
Alder St., Rm 4-B, Seat- 
tle, WA 98122. Appear- 
ance at this hearing is  
required and may be in  
person or by telephone.  
Parties may appear by  
te lephone by  ca l l ing  
206-263-8114 and us- 
ing the following PIN  
number to join the call:  
f o r  S e a t t l e  c a s e s  –  
92245251#, before a  
judge of the above enti- 
tled court, at which time  
you are directed to ap- 
pear  and answer the  
said petition or the peti- 
tion will be granted and  
action will be taken by  
the court such as shall  
appear to be for the wel- 
fare of the said child.
DATED this 1st day of  
September 2021.
BARBARA MINER
KING COUNTY 
S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  
CLERK
BY: KAB, Deputy Clerk
Date of first publication:
September 10, 2021
Date of last publication:
September 24, 2021
(POI937387)

IN THE SUPERIOR  
COURT OF THE STATE  

OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE  

COUNTY OF KITSAP
A & A TREE FARMS,  
INC., a Washington cor- 
poration,
Plaintiffs,
vs.
AGATE ASSOCIATES, a  
joint venture;  al l  un- 
known partners of Agate  
Associates; and all per- 
sons  o r  pa r t i es  un- 
known c la iming  any  
right, title, estate, lien or  
interest in the real prop- 
erty described in the  
Complaint,
Defendants.
Case No.21-2-01191-18
SUMMONS BY PUBLI- 
C AT I O N  O N  D E F E N - 
DANTS
 The State of Washing- 
t on  t o :  De f endan t s ,  
AGATE ASSOCIATES, a  
joint venture;  al l  un- 
known partners of Agate  
Associates; and all per- 
sons  o r  pa r t i es  un- 
known c la iming  any  
right, title, estate, lien or  
interest in the real estate  
described in the Com- 
plaint. Each of you is  
hereby summoned to  
appear within sixty (60)  
days after the date of  
the first publication of  
this Summons, to wit,  
within sixty (60) days 
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after the 27th day of Au- 
gust 2021, and defend  
this action in the above  
entitled court, and an- 
swer the Complaint of  
the Plaintiff, the A & A  
TREE FARMS, INC., and  
serve a copy of your an- 
swer upon the under- 
s i g n e d  a t t o r n e y  f o r  
Plaintiff, the A & A TREE  
FARMS, INC., at the ad- 
dress below stated; and  
in case of your failure to  
do so, judgment will be  
rendered against you  
according to the de- 
mands of the Complaint,  
which has been f i led  
with the Clerk of the  
Court. The object of this  
action is to quiet title to  
real property. Dated: Au- 
gust 17, 2021
SHIERS LAW FIRM, LLP
TRACY E. DIGIOVANNI,  
WSBA #18672
Attorney for Plaintiff
Shiers Law Firm LLP
600 Kitsap Street, 
Suite 202
P o r t  O r c h a r d ,  W A  
98366
Phone: (360) 876-4455
Date of first publication:
August 27, 2021
Date of last publication:
October 1, 2021
(POI936088) 

 IN THE SUPERIOR  
COURT OF

 WASHINGTON FOR  
KITSAP COUNTY

 IN PROBATE
IN THE MATTER OF THE  
ESTATE  OF
P A T R I C I A  E D E R                     
Deceased.
NO. 21-4-00775-18
PROBATE NOTICE TO  
CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030
The Personal Represen- 
tative named below has  
been appointed as Per- 
sonal Representative of  
this estate. Any person  
having a claim against  
the decedent must, be- 
fore the time the claim  
would be barred by any  
otherwise appl icable  
statute of limitations,  
present the claim in the  
manner as provided in  
RCW 11.40.070 by serv- 
ing on or mailing to the  
Personal Representative  
o r  t h e  P e r s o n a l  
Representative’s attor- 
ney at the address stat- 
ed below a copy the  
c l a im and  f i l i ng  the  
or ig inal  of  the c la im  
w i th  the  Cour t .  The  
claim must be presented  
within the later of: (1)  
Thirty (30) days after  
the Personal Represen- 
tative served or mailed  
the notice to the creditor  
as provided under RCW  
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)  
four (4) months after  
the date of first publica- 
tion of the notice. If the  
claim is not presented  
within this time frame,  
the  c la im is  fo rever  
barred, except as other- 
wise provided in RCW  
11 .40 .051  and  RCW  
11.40.060. This bar is  
effective as to claims  
a g a i n s t  b o t h  t h e  
Decedent’s probate and  
non-probate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLI- 
CATION: September 10,  
2021Personal  Repre- 
sentative: Todd Eggers
Registered Agent/Attor- 
ney for Estate:
Bruce A. Buskirk, WSBA  
#7876
Buskirk Legal PC
1.253.677.8188
Address for mailing or  
serv ice:   8116 State  
Route 302 NW, Gig Har- 
bor, WA 98329
Date of first publication:
September 10, 2021
Date of first publication:
September 24, 2021
(POI937123)

IN THE SUPERIOR  
COURT OF WASHING- 

TON FOR KITSAP  
COUNTY

S P E N C E R  R O B E R T  
MASTERS and CAROLL  
ANN MASTERS,
Plaintiffs,
v .                               
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS  
OF  MAGDALENA aka  
L E N A  M C G U I R E  f k a  
NEURENBERGER aka   
N U E R N B E R G E R ,  f k a  
FORRESTER and HEN- 
RY FORRESTER,  her  
first husband and HOL- 
LISTER GERALD FOR- 
RESTER,  her  second  
husband, all deceased;   
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS  
OF ERNEST NEUREN- 
BERGER  aka  NUERN- 
BERGER  and JANE DOE  
NEURENBERGER  aka  
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NUERNBERGER,  de - 
ceased; VADIA JEANNE  
M C G U I R E  B O W E R S ;  
JEANNIE MCGUIRE and  
RONALD MCGUIRE, de- 
ceased and a l l  he i rs  
t h e r e t o ;  D A V I D  
MCGUIRE  and  JANE  
DOE MCGUIRE; DANA  
MCGUIRE  and  JANE  
DOE MCGUIRE, DANIEL  
MCGUIRE  and JANE  
DOE MCGUIRE; RHON- 
DA HUGHES and JOHN  
DOE HUGHES; WILLIAM  
E .  F O R R E S T E R  a n d  
JANE DOE FORRESTER;  
STANLEY MCGUIRE and  
JANE DOE MCGUIRE;  
SCOTT R. FORRESTER  
and JANE DOE FOR- 
RESTER; LAURA MAR- 
SHALL; KATIE HODGE;  
and KITSAP COUNTY,
Defendants
NO.  20-2-01803-18                                       
SUMMONS BY PUBLI- 
CATION
The state of Washington  
to  the sa id THE UN- 
K N O W N  H E I R S  O F  
MAGDALENA aka LENA  
MCGUIRE fka NEUREN- 
BERGER aka NUERN- 
BERGER, fka FORREST- 
ER and HENRY FOR- 
RESTER, her first hus- 
band and HOLLISTER  
GERALD FORRESTER,  
her second husband, all  
deceased, and all un- 
known heirs of RONALD  
MCGUIRE, to be served  
by publication: You are  
hereby summoned to  
appear within sixty days  
after the date of the first  
publication of this sum- 
mons, to wit, within six- 
ty days after the 3rd day  
o f  September,  2021,  
and defend the above  
entit led action in the  
above ent i t led court ,  
and answer the Third  
Amended Complaint of  
the plaintiffs SPENCER  
ROBERT MASTERS and  
C A R O L L  A N N  M A S - 
TERS, and serve a copy  
of your answer upon the  
undersigned attorneys  
for plaintiffs SPENCER  
ROBERT MASTERS and  
CAROLL ANN MASTERS  
at his office below stat- 
ed; and in case of your  
failure so to do, judg- 
ment will be rendered  
against you according to  
the demand of the Third  
Amended Compla int ,  
which has been f i led  
with the clerk of said  
court.  The object of the  
action is to quiet title  
against you and in favor  
of the plaintiffs as to  
ownership in real prop- 
erty located in Kitsap  
County, known as Sid- 
ney Cemetery with a le- 
gal description of: Sid- 
ney Cemetery, as per  
plat recorded in Volume  
2  of  P la ts ,  page 22,  
r e c o r d s  o f  K i t s a p  
County, Kitsap County  
2 0 2 0  Ta x  r e c o r d s  
4 0 5 2 - 0 0 0 - 0 0 1 - 0 0 0 8  
more   particularly de- 
scribed as follows:
TH PTN OF SW1/4 SEC  
35-24-1E DAF COM AAP  
WH IS 1683FT E OF THE  
COR TO SEC’S 34 &  
35-24-1E & SEC’S 2 &  
3 - 2 3 - 1 E  T H  N 1 8 * E  
595FT TH E 440FT TH  
S18*W 595FT TH W  
440FT TO POB
DATED this 31st day of  
August, 2021.
P H I L I P  J .  H AV E R S ,  
WSBA #33877
Of HAVERS LAW OFFIC- 
ES, INC. P.S.
3212  NW By ron  S t ,  
Suite 106
S i l v e r d a l e ,  K i t s a p  
County, Washington
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
Date of first publication:
September 3, 2021
Date of last publication:
October 8, 2021
(POI935829)

IN THE SUPERIOR  
COURT OF 

WASHINGTON FOR 
KITSAP COUNTY 

IN RE THE ESTATE OF- 
KARL RICHARD 
PRESHAW, Deceased.  
N O .  2 1 - 4 - 0 0 7 5 7 - 1 8  
PROBATE NOTICE   TO  
C R E D I T O R S  R C W  
11.40.030. 
T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  
named below has been  
appointed as adminis- 
t rator  of  th is  estate.   
Any person having a  
claim against the dece- 
dent must, before the  
time the claim would be  
barred by any otherwise  
appl icable  statute  of  
limitations, present the  
claim in the manner as  
p r o v i d e d  i n  R C W  
11.40.070 by serving on  
or mailing to the admin-
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i s t r a t o r  o r  t h e  
adminstrator’s attorney  
at the address stated  
below with a copy of the  
claim, and file the origi- 
nal claim with the Court.   
The claim must be pre- 
sented within the later  
of: (1) thirty days after  
the  admin is t ra tor (s )  
served or mailed the no- 
tice to the creditor as  
provided under RCW  
11.40.020(3) ,  or  (2)  
four months after the  
date of first publication  
of the notice.  I f  the  
claim is not presented  
within this time frame,  
the  c la im is  fo rever  
barred, except as other- 
wise provided in RCW  
11 .40 .051  and  RCW  
11.40.060.  This bar is  
effective as to claims  
a g a i n s t  b o t h  t h e  
decedent’s probate and  
nonprobate assets. 
Date of First Publication:  
August 27, 2021. 
Administrator :  David  
Richard Preshaw, 
C / O  R e g i s t e r e d  
Agent/Attorney for Es- 
tate:  ISAAC A. ANDER- 
SON, WSBA #28186, 
Law Office of Isaac A.  
Anderson, PS, 
Address for mailing or  
service: 10950 NE State  
Hwy 104, Suite 201, PO  
Box 1507, Kingston, WA   
98346
Date of first publication:
August 27, 2021
Date of last publication:
Septmeber 10, 2021
(POI936177)

SUPERIOR COURT OF  
WASHINGTON

COUNTY OF KITSAP
In Re the Estate of:
STEVEN TROY 
LITTLEWOLF, 
Deceased.
NO.   21-4-00756-18
PROBATE NOTICE TO  
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)                                              
  The Co-Administrators  
named below have been  
appointed as Co-Admin- 
istrators of this Estate.   
Any person having a  
claim against the Dece- 
dent must, before the  
time the claim would be  
barred by any otherwise  
appl icable  statute  of  
limitations, present the  
claim in the matter as  
p r o v i d e d  i n  R C W  
11.40.070 by serving or  
mailing to the Co-Ad- 
ministrators or the Co- 
Administrator’s attorney  
at the address stated  
be low a  copy of  the  
c l a im and  f i l i ng  the  
or ig inal  of  the c la im  
with the Court .   The  
claim must be presented  
within the later of: (1)  
Thirty (30) days after  
the Co-Administrators  
served or mailed the no- 
tice to the creditor as  
p r o v i d e d  i n  R C W  
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)  
four (4) months after  
the date of first publica- 
tion of the notice.  If the  
claim is not presented  
within this time frame,  
the  c la im is  fo rever  
barred, except as other- 
wise provided in RCW  
11 .40 .051  and  RCW  
11.40.060.  This bar is  
effective as to claims  
a g a i n s t  b o t h  t h e  
Decedent’s probate and  
non-probate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLI- 
CATION:  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  
2021
Co-Administrators: 
KARA LITTLEWOLF and  
AUSTIN LITTLEWOLF
Attorney of Estate:  
RICHMOND LAW PLLC
Address for mailing or  
service:   1521 Piperber- 
ry Way SE, Suite 135
Port Orchard WA 98366
Date of first publication:
August 27, 2021
Date of last publication:
Septmeber 10, 2021
(POI935400)

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S  
SALE

Grantor (Borrower):  
Amber Wade, a single  
woman 
Current Beneficiary: D u - 
ane Thomas Shuster,  
personal representative  
of The Estate of Marjorie  
F. Shuster 
Current Trustee: Vande- 
berg Johnson & 
Gandara LLP 
Legal Description (ab- 
b rev ia ted) :   Lo t  79 ,  
Block 1, Wye Lake 
Assessor’s Tax Parcel  
I D # : 4 8 5 7 -
001-079-0000  
Reference Nos. of Docu- 
ments Released or As- 
signed:  201709070196 
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I. NOTICE IS HEREBY  
GIVEN that the under- 
signed Trustee will on  
the 24th day of Septem- 
ber, 2021, at the hour of  
10:30, at the at the front  
entrance of the Kitsap  
County Courthouse, lo- 
cated at 614 Division  
Street,  in the City of  
Port Orchard, State of  
Washington, sell at pub- 
lic auction to the highest  
bidder, payable at time  
of sale, the following de- 
scribed real property,  
situated in the County of  
Kitsap, State of Wash- 
ington, to-wit:  
See Exhibit A – Legal  
Description
the postal addresses of  
which is more common- 
ly known as:   13757  
Wye Lake  B lvd .  SW,  
P o r t  O r c h a r d ,  W A  
98367; tax parcel num- 
b e r :  
4857-001-079-0000.  
which is subject to that  
certain Deed of Trust  
dated August 31, 2017,  
recorded September 7,  
2017, under Auditor’s  
File No. 201709070196,  
r e c o r d s  o f  K i t s a p  
County,  Washington,  
from Amber Wade, as  
Grantor, to Fidelity Na- 
tional Title Company, as  
Trustee, to secure an  
obligation in favor of  
Duane Thomas Shuster,  
personal representative  
of The Estate of Majorie  
F. Shuster, as Benefici- 
ary.  The beneficial in- 
terest in said Deed of  
Trust is currently held  
by :   Duane  Thomas  
Shuster, personal repre- 
sentative of The Estate  
of Majorie F. Shuster.   
Fidelity National Tit le  
Company is deemed to  
have resigned as Trus- 
t e e  t h e r e u n d e r  a n d  
Vandeberg Johnson &  
Gandara LLP has been  
appointed Trustee under  
said Deed of Trust.  II.  
No action commenced  
by the Beneficiary of the  
Deed of Trust is now  
pending to seek satis- 
faction of the obligation  
in any Court by reason  
of  the Borrower ’s  or  
Grantor’s default on the  
obligations secured by  
the Deed of Trust.  III.  
The default(s) for which  
this foreclosure is made  
is/are as follows:
A.  Failure to pay when  
d u e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
amounts which are now  
in arrears: Monthly in- 
sta l lments under the  
terms of the Note from
November 5, 2020 to  
June 5, 2021 at $683.40  
per month  $5,467.20
Late charges for: No- 
vember 2020 to June  
2 0 2 1  p a y m e n t s  a t  
$34.17 per month  
$273.36 Total Amount  
Past Due $ 5,740.56
B. Default other than  
failure to make monthly  
payments: Failure to pay  
real property taxes when  
due. IV. T h e  s u m  n o w  
owing on the obligation  
secured by the Deed of  
Tr u s t  i s :   P r i n c i p a l  
$108,860.67, together  
with interest as provided  
in the note or other in- 
strument secured, from  
the 7th day of October,  
2020, plus any advanc- 
es as set forth in Para- 
graph I I I  above,  and  
such other costs and  
fees as are due under  
the note or other instru- 
ment secured and as are  
provided by statute.  V.  
The above descr ibed  
real  property wi l l  be  
sold to satisfy the ex- 
pense of sale and the  
obligation secured by  
the Deed of  Trust as  
prov ided by  s ta tu te .   
The sale will be made  
without warranty, ex- 
press or implied, re- 
garding title, possession  
or encumbrances on the  
24th day of September,  
2021.  The default(s) re- 
ferred to in Paragraph  
III must be cured by the  
13th day of September,  
2021 (11 days before  
the sale date) to cause a  
discontinuance of the  
sale.  The sale will be  
discontinued and termi- 
nated if at any time on  
or before the 13th day  
of September, 2021 (11  
days before the sa le  
date) the default(s) as  
set forth in Paragraph III  
is /are  cured and the  
Trustee’s fees and costs  
are paid.  The sale may 
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PORT ORCHARD - A 
Bremerton man fearing his 
girlfriend was going to tell 
authorities he repeatedly 
violated a no-contact order 
between the two, allegedly 
stabbed the woman to death, 
and has now has pleaded not 
guilty to aggravated first-
degree murder, according to 
court documents.

Michael Robert Mathwig, 
Jr., 38, entered a plea of not 
guilty Monday in Kitsap 
County Superior Court. Judge 
Tina Robinson ordered the 
man to be held without bail.

Mathwig had been with the 
victim, Stacy Lynn Hansen, 
40, at his residence on the 
day she was killed, according 
to a statement of probable 
cause. After Hansen showed 
Mathwig surveillance that she 
collected showing him with 
her in violation of the order, 
a fight broke out between the 
couple, according to court 
filings.

The defendant begged his 
girlfriend to leave, and she 
refused unless she had “the 
evidence” she had collected on 
him — video recordings on a 
thumb drive. She threatened 
to take the recordings to the 
police and report everything, 
police said.

He then picked up a knife 
from the nightstand and hit 
Hansen in the throat two to 
three times, Mathwig told 
detectives, according to  

the report.
After killing her, police 

said, Mathwig took the thumb 
drive containing the record-
ings and drove to his mother’s 
house where he took her car 
and cell phone, then drove 
away without an explanation.

A week later, the vehicle 
Mathwig was driving was cap-
tured on an automatic license 
plate reader in Red Bluff, 
California. Bremerton police 
contacted the Red Bluff Police 
Department and asked detec-
tives to check for the vehicle.

A short time later, 
California authorities located 
the car Mathwig was driving 
and attempted to stop and 
arrest him. He tried to evade 
the police but drove into a 
parking lot and found himself 
blocked in, according to court 
paperwork.

Bremerton detectives 

traveled to Red Bluff and 
interviewed Mathwig in the 
Tahama County jail.

The suspect said after he 
was shown the recordings 
by Hansen, he begged her 
to leave his house, but she 
refused to do so without 

the recordings, according to 
detectives. He reportedly told 
police, “If she left, I was going 
to go to prison forever!”

An autopsy of the victim 
indicated she died of homi-
cidal violence, including mul-
tiple sharp force instrument 

injuries to the neck, police 
said. She also suffered sev-
eral injuries to her hands and 
arms indicative of “defensive 
wounds,” according to the 
probable cause statement.

Mathwig’s next court date is 
an omnibus hearing on Oct. 1.
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Once college students are 
settled in, they should try 
to get to know their profes-
sors on the rare occasions 
when said students actually 
attend class. It’s advisable for 
students to visit the profes-
sor during office hours when 
the professor is probably 
bored and watching reruns of 
“Little House on the Prairie” 
on Amazon Prime. During 
these meetings, students have 
a chance to distinguish them-
selves through small gestures 
of kindness, like offering to 
hose off the professor’s electric  
vehicles  – or children.

If students want to make 
an especially positive impres-
sion, they could volunteer to 
give the professor’s cat its pills. 
When the professor is averag-
ing grades at the end of the 
semester, it couldn’t hurt to 
be recognized as the student 

who risked a thorough eyeball 
clawing so Miss Whiskers 
could be worm-free.

Because the weekly grind 
of sleeping through classes 
and starting the weekend on 
Tuesday afternoon can be 
extremely stressful for a col-
lege student, it’s important 
to let off some steam every 
once in a while. However, 
any leisure activities must 
exclude the following at all 
costs: sex, drugs, facial tattoos, 
sex, drinking, public nudity, 
sex, watching “Outer Banks,” 
dressing up like stuffed ani-
mals, sex — and sex. Other 
than these strictly prohibited 
activities, enjoy.

One worthwhile extra-
curricular pursuit that I’ve 
strongly recommended to my 
daughter is regular church 
attendance. Let’s say she’s 
invited to an “Animal House”-
style toga party by a young 
man who needs a good kick 
in the baptistry. As an alterna-

tive, she should go down to 
the local First Church of the 
Immaculate Covered Dish for 
Sunday services, throw on a 
choir robe and have a party 
near the pulpit. I’ve assured 
her that plenty of cool and 
interesting guys will be there, 
including the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.

Despite my words of advice 
and all of the preparations 
we’ve made, I must admit that 
I’m still a little nervous about 
sending our daughter off to 
college. She’ll face lots of chal-
lenges as she decides how to 
most efficiently squander our 
life savings.

Seriously, though, at least 
her mother and I can find 
comfort in knowing that she’s 
well-equipped for college 
life with a high-quality toilet 
brush and plunger set.

Jase Graves is an award-
winning humor columnist from 
East Texas. Contact him at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net. 
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Bremerton man pleads not guilty for killing girlfriend
Man feared girlfriend 
was going to tell 
authorities he violated 
a no-contact order

BY MIKE DE FELICE
Special to the Independent

File photo | Independent

Kitsap County 
Superior 

Court in Port 
Orchard. 
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be terminated anytime  
after the 13th day of  
September, 2021 (11  
days before the sa le  
date)  and before the  
sale by the Borrower,  
Grantor, any Guarantor,  
or the holder of any re- 
corded junior lien or en- 
cumbrance, paying the  
entire principal and in- 
terest secured by the  
Deed  o f  Trus t ,  p lus  
costs, fees, and advanc- 
es, if any, made pursu- 
ant to the terms of the  
obligation and/or Deed  
of Trust and curing all  
other defaults.  VI. A  
written notice of default  
was transmitted by the  
Beneficiary or Trustee to  
the Borrower, Grantor  
and Guarantors at the  
following addresses: by  
both first class and cer- 
tified mail on March 2,  
2 0 2 1  a n d  M a rc h  9 ,  
2021, proof of which is  
in the possession of the  
Trustee; and said writ- 
ten notice or the written  
notice of default was  
posted in a conspicuous  
place on the real proper- 
ty described in Para- 
graph I above on March  
12, 2021, and the trus- 
tee has possession of  
proof of such service or  
posting. VII. The Trus- 
tee whose name and ad- 
dress are set forth be- 
low will provide in writ- 
ing to anyone request- 
ing it, a statement of all  
costs and fees due at  
any t ime prior to the  
sale.  VIII. The effect of  
the sale will be to de- 
prive the Grantor and all  
t hose  who  ho ld  by,  
through or under the  
Grantor of all their inter- 
est  in  the above-de- 
scribed property. IX.  
Anyone having any ob- 
jection to the sale on  
any grounds whatsoever  
will be afforded an op- 
portunity to be heard as 
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to those objections if  
they bring a lawsuit to  
restrain the sale pursu- 
ant to RCW 61.24.130.   
Failure to bring such a  
lawsuit may result in a  
waiver of any proper  
grounds for invalidating  
the Trustee’s Sale.  X.  
N O T I C E  T O  O C C U - 
PANTS OR TENANTS
The purchaser at  the  
trustee’s sale is entitled  
to possession of  the  
property on the 20th  
day following the sale,  
as against the grantor  
under the deed of trust  
(the owner) anyone hav- 
ing an interest junior to  
the deed of trust, includ- 
ing occupants who are  
not tenants.  After the  
20th day following the  
sale the purchaser has  
the right to evict occu- 
pants who are not ten- 
ants by summary pro- 
ceedings under chapter  
59.12 RCW.  For tenant- 
occupied property, the  
purchaser shall provide  
a tenant or subtenant  
with written notice in  
accordance with RCW  
61.24.060. XI. N O T I C E  
TO TENANTS - RESI- 
DENTS OF PROPERTY  
SUBJECT TO FORECLO- 
SURE SALE: The fore- 
closure process has be- 
gun on this property,  
which may affect  your  
right to continue to live  
in this property.  Ninety  
days or more after the  
date of this notice, this  
property may be sold at  
foreclosure.  If you are  
renting this property,  
the new property owner  
may either give you a  
new rental agreement or  
provide you with a sixty- 
day notice to vacate the  
property.  You may wish  
to contact a lawyer or  
your local legal aid or  
h o u s i n g  c o u n s e l i n g  
agency to discuss any  
r igh ts  tha t  you  may  
have. This notice if from  
a debt collector, which  
is attempting to collect a 
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debt and any informa- 
t ion obtained wi l l  be  
used for that purpose.
DATED this 14th day of  
June, 2021.
TRUSTEE: Vandeberg  
Johnson & Gandara LLP
By: Marlo DeLange
1201 Pacif ic Avenue,  
Suite 1900Post Office  
Box 1315Tacoma, WA   
98401(253) 383-3791
DECLARATION
The undersigned agent  
of the trustee states,  
subject to penalties of  
perjury pursuant to the  
laws of  the  Sta te  of  
Washington, that the  
fol lowing is true and  
correct: The trustee has  
reason to believe the  
borrower/grantor is de- 
ceased.  Pursuant to  
RCW 61.24.030(10), the  
trustee has used rea- 
sonable diligence to as- 
certain the names and  
a d d r e s s e s  o f  a n y  
spouse, child, or parent  
of the borrower/grantor.   
T h e  t r u s t e e  h a s  
s e a r c h e d  i n  K i t s a p  
C o u n t y  t h e  p u b l i c  
records for an obituary,  
will, and death certfi- 
ciate.  The trustee did  
not find an obituary or  
will.  The trustee’s re- 
quests for a copy of a  
death certificate have  
been denied.  The trus- 
tee searched court clerk  
records but found no  
probate for the borrow- 
er/grantor’s estate.  The  
trustee has not been  
able to ascertain the  
names and addresses of  
the borrow/grantor ’s  
parents, the name or ad- 
dress of  any spouse  
other than Edguar Ivan  
Aquino as described in  
that certain petition for  
dissolution of a commit- 
ted initimate relation- 
ship (Kitsap County Su- 
perior Court Case No.  
19-3-00485-18), or the  
names and addresses of  
the grantor’s children  
other than Phoenix Ivan  
Aquino and Rowan Al-
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dous Aquino.  The trus- 
tee has not received any  
written notice from any  
person who is not a par- 
ty to the loan secured by  
the deed of trust a claim  
to be a successor in in- 
terest to the borrow- 
er/grantor ’s property  
rights.
S i g n e d  a t  Ta c o m a ,  
Washington this 14th  
day of June, 2021.
Marlo DeLange
Date of first publication:
August 20, 2021
Date of lst publication:
September 10, 2021
(POI935683)

SUPERIOR COURT OF  
THE STATE OF
 WASHINGTON 

FOR KITSAP COUNTY
IN RE THE INTERESTS  
OF BABY GIRL FRYE, 
A child under the age of  
eighteen years. 
NO. 21-5-00102-18 
SUMMONS AND NO- 
TICE OF PETITION AND  
HEARING RE RELIN- 
QUISHMENT OF CHILD  
AND TERMINATION OF  
PARENT CHILD RELA- 
TIONSHIP 
TO: JOHN DOE, Natural  
Fa ther.  Pe t i t ioner,  A  
CHILD’S DREAM, has  
filed a Petition for Ter- 
mination of Parent-Child  
Relat ionship pray ing  
that the parent-child re- 
lationships between the  
above-named al leged  
and natural fathers and  
child be terminated. You  
may  respond  to  the  
Summons and Petition  
by filing a written re- 
sponse with the Clerk of  
the Court and serving a  
copy  on  the  pe rson  
signing the Summons.  
If you do not serve your  
written response within  
thirty (30) days after the  
date this Summons was  
served on you, the court  
may, without further no- 
tice, enter an Order of  
Default against you, en- 
ter an order relinquish-
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ing the child to the peti- 
tioner, permanently ter- 
minating your parent- 
child relationship and  
approving the adoption  
o f  the  above-named  
child. The female child  
was born July 27, 2021  
at 9:10 pm in St. Mi- 
chael’s Medical Center,  
S i l ve rda l e ,  WA.  The  
mother of the child is  
K I M B E R LY  N I C O L E  
FRYE. The court hearing  
on this matter shall be  
on October 19, 2021 at  
11:00 a.m. at the Kitsap  
County Superior Court,  
A d o p t i o n  C a l e n d a r,  
Room 206 or as other- 
wise assigned, 614 Divi- 
s ion Street ,  Port  Or- 
chard, WA 98366. Any  
indigent, non-consent- 
ing parent or alleged fa- 
ther has the right to be  
represented by an attor- 
ney if so requested; and,  
upon such request one  
will be appointed. Your  
failure to file a claim of  
paternity under chapter  
26.26 RCW or your fail- 
ure to respond to the  
Pet i t ion within thir ty  
(30) days of the date of  
serv ice  of  Summons  
and Notice upon you, is  
grounds to terminate  
your parent-child rela- 
tionship with respect to  
the child. FILE ORIGI- 
NAL OF YOUR ANSWER  
AND  OTHER DOCU- 
MENTS WITH K i tsap  
County Superior Court,  
Ki tsap county Court- 
h o u s e  6 1 4  D i v i s i o n  
Street,  Port Orchard,  
WA 98366 SERVE COPY  
OF   YOUR ANSWER  
A N D  O T H E R  D O C U - 
MENTS ON: 
Jaime S. Huff PO Box
911 Seabeck, WA 98380
Phone (360) 443-6563
Date of first publication:
September 3, 2021
Date of last publicaton:
September 17, 2021
(POI936808)
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SUPERIOR COURT OF  
WASHINGTON

FOR KITSAP COUNTY
No. 21-4-00830-18
Estate of 
Geraldine J Bartlett
PROBATE NOTICE TO  
CREDITORS
The above Court has ap- 
pointed me as Personal  
Representative of Dece- 
dent’s estate. Any per- 
s o n  h a v i n g  a  c l a i m  
against the Decedent  
must present the claim:  
( a )  Be fo re  t he  t ime  
when the claim would  
be barred by any appli- 
cable statute of limita- 
t ions,  and (b) In the  
manne r  p rov ided  i n  
RCW 11.40.070: (i) By  
filing the original of the  
claim with the foregoing  
Court, and (ii) By serv- 
ing on or mailing to me  
at the address below a  
copy of the claim. The  
claim must be presented  
by the later of: (a) Thirty  
(30) days after I served  
or mailed this Notice as  
p r o v i d e d  i n  R C W  
11.40.020(1)(c), or (b)  
Four (4) months after  
the date of first publica- 
tion of this Notice. If the  
claim is not presented  
within this time period,  
the claim will be forever  
barred except as provid- 
ed in RCW 11.40.051  
and 11.40.060. This bar  
is effective for claims  
against both the Dece- 
dent’s probate and non- 
probate assets.
Connie L. Mayer
Personal Representative
6671 East Blvd NE
Bremerton, WA 98311
Date of first publication:  
September 3, 2021
Date of last publication:
September 17, 2021
(POI936562)
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SUPERIOR COURT OF  
WASHINGTON

COUNTY OF KITSAP
In Re the Estate of:
JESSICA ANN OSBORN,
Deceased.
NO.   21-4-00820-18                                              
PROBATE NOTICE TO  
CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)
  The Personal Repre- 
sentative named below  
has been appointed as  
Personal Representative  
of this Estate.  Any per- 
s o n  h a v i n g  a  c l a i m  
against the Decedent  
must, before the time  
t h e  c l a i m  w o u l d  b e  
barred by any otherwise  
appl icable  statute  of  
limitations, present the  
claim in the matter as  
p r o v i d e d  i n  R C W  
11.40.070 by serving or  
mailing to the Personal  
Representative or the  
P e r s o n a l  
Representative’s attor- 
ney at the address stat- 
ed below a copy of the  
c l a im and  f i l i ng  the  
or ig inal  of  the c la im  
with the Court .   The  
claim must be presented  
within the later of: (1)  
Thirty (30) days after  
the Personal Represen- 
tative served or mailed  
the notice to the creditor  
as  prov ided  in  RCW  
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)  
four (4) months after  
the date of first publica- 
tion of the notice.  If the  
claim is not presented  
within this time frame,  
the  c la im is  fo rever  
barred, except as other- 
wise provided in RCW  
11 .40 .051  and  RCW  
11.40.060.  This bar is  
effective as to claims  
a g a i n s t  b o t h  t h e  
Decedent’s probate and  
non-probate assets.
DATE OF FIRST PUBLI- 
CATION: September 10,  
2021
Personal Representa- 
tive: ANN SATTLER
Attorney of Estate:  
RICHMOND LAW PLLC
Address for mailing or 
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service:   1521 Piperber- 
ry Way SE, Suite 135
Port Orchard WA 98366
Date of first publication:
September 10, 2021
Date of last publication:
September 24, 2021
(POI936827)

SUPERIOR COURT OF  
WASHINGTON

FOR KITSAP COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE  
ESTATE OF 
G E O R G E  T H O M A S   
ERATH, JR., Deceased.
NO: 21-4-00828-18
PROBATE NOTICE TO  
CREDITORS
( R C W  1 1 . 4 0 . 0 2 0 ,  
11.40.030) The personal  
representative named  
below has been appoint- 
ed as personal repre- 
sentative of this estate.   
Any person having a  
claim against the dece- 
dent must, before the  
time the claim would be  
barred by any otherwise  
appl icable  statute  of  
limitations, present the  
claim in the manner as  
p r o v i d e d  i n  R C W  
11.40.070 by serving on  
or mailing to the per- 
sonal representative or  
the personal representa- 
tive’s attorney at the ad- 
dress stated below a  
copy of the claim and  
filing the original of the  
claim with the court in  
which the probate pro- 
ceed ings  were  com- 
menced .   The  c l a im  
must be presented with- 
in the later of: (1) Thirty  
days after the personal  
representative served or  
mailed the notice to the  
creditor as provided un- 
der RCW 11.40.020(1)  
(c); or (2) four months  
after the date of first  
publication of the no- 
tice.  If the claim is not  
presented within this  
time frame, the claim is  
forever barred, except  
as otherwise provided in  
RCW 11 .40 .051  and  
RCW 11.40.060. This 
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bar is effective as to  
claims against both the  
decedent’s probate and  
non-probate assets.
Date of First Publication:  
9 / 1 0 / 2 0 2 1  P e r s o n a l  
Representative: 
BETTY SUSAN ERATH
Attorney for Personal  
Representative:
JESSICA M. JETTER
Address for Mailing or  
Service: PO Box 163
10801 NE State Hwy  
104, Suite 151
 Kingston, WA 98346
Court of Probate Pro- 
ceed ings  and  cause  
number: Kitsap County  
C o u r t ,  W a s h i n g t o n  
State, Cause #:
21-4-00828-18
Date of first publication:
September 10, 2021
Date of last publication:
September 24, 2021
(POI937656)
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• High-performance decking is fade, stain, mold, and 
mildew resistant

• Grooved for Trex Hideaway Hidden Fasteners

• 25-Year Limited Residential Fade & Stain Warranty

• Lengths for Basics 12ft, 16ft, or 20ft (.94 in x 5.5 in) 

• Lengths for Naturals 16ft or 20ft (.94 in x 5.5 in)

Basics
Solid Color

Beach Dune Clamshell

Naturals
Refi ned Wood Grains

Foggy Wharf Toasted Sand

$175
LF

$240
LF

Worry-free decking with the durability of 
composite and the affordability of wood.

WITH EVERGREEN LUMBER’S FREE DELIVERY SERVICE

Island Mist

Pebble Grey

Havana Gold

THE DECK STORE

Island Mist

Pebble Grey

Havana Gold
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YOUR DESTINATION FOR TREX DECKING! LARGEST SELECTION!

DELIVERY SERVICE

WITH EVERGREEN LUMBER’S FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Monday -Friday 7:00am- 4:00pm

Island Mist

Pebble Grey

Havana Gold

Enduring beauty & 
unsurpassed performance
• Unrivaled fade, stain, 
   scratch & mold resistance
• Lengths 12ft, 16ft, or 
   20ft (.1” x 5.5”) 
• Grooved for Trex Hideaway 
   Hidden Fasteners
• Price per lineal foot for 
   instock colors and lengths only

PREMIUM TROPICAL COLORSCLASSIC EARTHTONE COLORS

Island MistHavana Gold

Island Mist

CLASSIC EARTHTONE COLORS: 

Gravel Path, Vintage Lantern, Fire Pit,  

Tree House, Rope Swing.  

Havana Gold

FREE 
LOCAL 

DELIVERY

Island MistHavana Gold

PREMIUM TROPICAL COLORS: 

Havana Gold, Island Mist, Tiki Torch, 

Spiced Rum, Lava Rock.

$440
LF
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