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Cael Button
Junior • Boys Wrestling

Cael is a 4.0 student, with a 25-3 record 
with 19 pins this year in wrestling. He 
is currently ranked 3rd in state. He’s an 
Academic State Champion and doing Running 
Start with a focus on engineering. Cael is also 
a Cadet Senior Airman in the Civil Air Patrol, 
Bellingham Squadron and wants to be a pilot.

Prepare for power 
outages with a 
Generac home
standby generator

FREE
7-Year Extended 

Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

360-685-8291

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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Emotional win over Nooksack Valley 
takes Blaine boys basketball to bi-district playoff

B y  I a n  h a u p t 

s Blaine’s boys varsity basketball team will move on to the bi-district playoff this weekend with its 58-37 
win over Nooksack Valley.                                                                                                                Photo by Janell Kortlever

Up by 20 points, Blaine boys 
varsity basketball head coach 
Brett Farrar subbed off his start-
ers with a minute left in the game. 
All five of them separately gave 
him an emotional hug before sit-
ting down. Farrar, who lost his 
father that day to a long cancer 

battle, turned around a minute 
later as the final buzzer sounded, 
securing the Borderites place in 
the next round of playoffs, to hug 
his family. 

Blaine outplayed a young 
Nooksack Valley team with quick 
offensive passing and a strong de-
fensive performance. The game 
finished 58-37. 

“[The team] gave a phenom-
enal effort defensively,” Farrar 
said. “They gave it everything 
out there, each and every one of 
them. It was a real team effort.” 

A moment of silence was held 
before the game for Farrar’s fa-
ther, who was a referee in the 
conference for multiple years.

“He loved the game,” Farrar 
said. “It was a pretty tough loss.”

Coming into the game, Nook-
sack Valley was no pushover 
opponent. The Borderites nar-
rowly beat the Pioneers 52-49 in 
regular season play. A couple of 

fourth-quarter three-pointers se-
cured the win for them that night. 

Nooksack finished the regular 
season with a 5-11 record. The 
team has only one senior and 
three starting freshmen. 

Blaine was 11-5 in regular sea-
son action and finished the sea-
son with seven straight wins. But 
on the back of a tough 86-57 loss 
to Lynden Christian in the dis-
trict championship last Friday, 
the Borderites were looking for 
another path into the playoffs. 
They also wanted to win it for 
Farrar.

Farrar said he was pleased the 
team gets to keep playing.

Blaine came into the game fly-
ing, holding Nooksack to two 
points by the end of the first 
quarter. At halftime, the Bor-
derites led 27-18. With a couple 
stops early at the end of the third 

s Head coach Brett Farrar signals to his players in Blaine’s 58-37 win 
over Nooksack Valley Tuesday night. Farrar lost his father the night 
before the game. His mom, brother, wife and daughters sat near the 
team bench during the game and a moment of silence was held before 
the game to remember his father.                                 Photo by Janell Kortlever

(See Sports, page 15) 
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Vital and effective since 1995.

Award-winning coverage, keeping readers 
informed and up-to-date with news that they can use.

Data speaks volumes.

Circulation:  The most recent independent circulation 
and readership audit by CVC verifies: 
The Northern Light is delivered to all 9,273 household 
mailboxes in Blaine, Birch Bay and Semiahmoo. Total 
weekly circulation including newsstand copies: 10,500.

Purchase power: 81% of readers frequently purchase 
products and services from ads in The Northern Light.
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King tide floods overcome Birch Bay

s King tide, storm pressure and waves up to 4 feet tall flood south Birch Bay Drive on January 7. Read about the flooding on page 2.                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Photo by Grace McCarthy
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City council 
welcomes new 
councilmembers
B y  G r a c e  M c c a r t h y

 All of Blaine City Council met January 10 for the first time in council chambers since August, when it voted to conduct online meetings until governor Jay Inslee lifted the state mask mandate. Council was joined by new council members Kerena Higgins, Rhyan Lopez and Mike Hill.
Council voted 5-2 on Mary Lou Steward as its new mayor, with two dissenting votes, Lopez and Hill in favor of Hill as mayor.During her speech after being nominat-ed for mayor, Steward said she had lived in B.C. and worked as an anesthesiologist in L.A. before moving to Blaine. She has served on city council, is an instructor for the community emergency response team and volunteers with Blaine’s auxiliary com-munications service that works with the Blaine police department. 

Hill gave a 10-minute impassioned speech after his nomination about how he’s lived in Blaine his whole life and is tired of seeing its development stunted. Hill criti-cized council members for never thanking him for his free lawn mowing service to the city, and condemned lack of communica-tion within the city.
Council voted 4-3 for councilmember Richard May to serve as mayor pro tempo-re; councilmembers Eric Davidson, Lopez and Hill voted for Davidson.
About a dozen in-person audience mem-bers left following the vote for mayor. A few members of the public wanting to speak during public comment and public hearing portions of the meeting attended the hybrid meeting via Zoom. Patchy audio for virtual participants caused council to briefly recess its study session before the main meeting.After several procedural items, council opened the public hearing for the proposed H Street annexation that would continue the annexation process for two parcels of land, 3.26 acres at 4455 H Street and 1.63 acres at 2221 Cedarwood Lane. 

Annexation for the area was first pro-posed in November 2020, when the 4455 H Street landowner sent a request to the 

Whatcom County Council voted 4-2 to appoint 22-year-old Simon Sefzik (R-Fern-dale) as state senator for the 42nd Leg-islative District to replace the late Doug  Ericksen. 
“We are not here, in Whatcom County, a conglomeration of red and blue precincts,” Sefzik said during the meeting. “Instead, we come together to help those in need – whether it’s in flood relief or housing affordability, in homelessness or crime – and give them the support they deserve. I 

believe we need a young, fresh energetic voice to represent Whatcom.” 
Sefzik is the youngest current member of the state legislature and the young-est senator on record, said Erik Smith, a spokesperson for the state senate Repub-lican caucus.

Sefzik recently graduated from Patrick Henry College, a private Christian school in Virginia, with a bachelor’s degree in American politics and policy. He interned for the White House Coronavirus Task Force before being hired full time in the White House Management Office. In 2021, 

Sefzik distributed Covid-19 vaccines while working as an operations and logistics coordinator for Nomi Health in Denver,  Colorado. 
According to his resume, Sefzik has also volunteered for the Whatcom County Re-publican Party since 2013 and interned in the office of U.S. Congressman Ted Budd.County council was in charge of voting for a new state senator after Doug Ericksen died December 17, 2021, battling a month-long case of Covid-19. Ericksen had held a 

Sefzik appointed 42nd Legislative District senator

(See Sefzik, page 5) 

B y  G r a c e  M c c a r t h y

Health officials warn omicron surge has not peaked

B y  G r a c e  M c c a r t h y

(See City, page 3) 

(See Omicron, page 6) 
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Whatcom County health officials say the county has not yet reached its peak during the omicron surge, which has already caused Covid-19 to skyrocket to num-bers unseen during the nearly two-year  pandemic.
Dr. Sudhakar Karlapudi, PeaceHealth chief medical officer, said during a Janu-ary 11 media conference that the Belling-ham hospital had its highest number of Covid-19 patients on January 9, with 61 

patients. This is 19 patients higher than its 42-patient peak during the delta variant surge in mid-2021. 
Covid-19 cases are expected to peak the end of January or mid-February, Dr. Kar-lapudi said. To prepare for the surge, the hospital has limited procedures and creat-ed more Covid-19 isolation areas.“Where we are right now is at a scale that’s like nothing we’ve seen in the past,” said Erika Lautenbach, director of What-com County Health Department (WCHD). “It pales in comparison.” 

County health officials voiced concern that the Covid-19 case numbers and hos-pitalizations did not return to their base-line in late fall, as they should have after the delta surge. 
New daily case counts in the past two weeks have been around 300-400, near-ly triple and quadruple the numbers seen during previous peaks, Lautenbach said. She added these are likely undercounts as more at-home Covid-19 tests are 
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Sasquatch sighting 
in Lincoln Park

school district area had the high-
est Covid-19 cases in the coun-
ty, with 1,046 cases per 100,000 
people. Mount Baker school dis-
trict had the lowest case rate at 
311 cases per 100,000.

Eleven county residents died 
from Covid-19 in the past week, 
bringing the virus death toll to 
253 people in Whatcom County.

On February 15, 32 Peace-

Health patients had either been 
admitted for Covid-19 or tested 
positive for Covid-19 after being 
admitted for another reason.

Children 5-17 years old have 
the highest Covid-19 transmis-
sions in the county, with 1,156 
cases per 100,000, a 34.3 per-
cent case rate decrease from the 
previous week. People 65 and 
older had the lowest case rates 
with 336 cases per 100,000, 
a slight increase from the  
previous week.

The health department re-

leased its weekly Covid-19 report 
for January 30 through Febru-
ary 5. The county averaged 200 
new cases during this time, down 
from 320 daily cases during the 
last week of January. Four peo-
ple died that week: A vaccinated 
woman in her 50s, a vaccinated 
woman in her 60s, a vaccinated 
woman in her 80s and an unvac-
cinated man in his 60s. 

For more Whatcom County in-
formation, visit whatcomcounty.
us/covidvaccine and whatcom-
county.us/coviddata.

Covid ...
From page 13

s Sasquatch, a.k.a. Blaine resident Greg Nuzum, was sighted in Lin-
coln Park on February 12. Nuzum is known to dress up as other charac-
ters around town, most recently spotted as the Grinch last Christmas.

Photos courtesy Greg Nuzum

Sports ...
From page 6

quarter and two big threes from 
sophomore Joey Brown, Nook-
sack looked like it could get back 
into the game, closing the gap to 
four points. However, Blaine saw 
the quarter out, which finished 
37-24, following a timeout and 
never looked back.

Quick team passing, strong 
drives from junior Matthew Russ, 
and three-pointers from seniors 
Scott Baldwin, Cole Thomas and 
Avery Dohner extended the Bor-
derites lead to 20 points in the 
fourth quarter and gave them 
time to empty the bench.

Baldwin led the Borderites 
with 13 points. Thomas and 
Dohner both had 11, Russ had 
nine, junior Carson Lehnert had 
six, junior Lucas Smith had four, 
and senior Jaxon Kortlever and 
sophomore Noah Tavis each had 
two.

The boys will play next Sat-

urday, February 19, at 6 p.m. at 
King’s High School in Shoreline. 
Their opponent was not an-
nounced by press time.

“We don’t know who we’re 

going to play yet,” Farrar said. 
“We’ve been really solid defen-
sively all season, and if we keep 
playing that way, working as a 
team, we should be alright.”

s Jaxon Kortlever returned from a minor knee injury to play in the 
game against Nooksack Valley Tuesday night.          Photo by Janell Kortlever


