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Whitman
County

keeps the
teachers

Vaccine mandate
deadline passes

BY BILL STEVENSON
GAZETTE EDITOR

COLFAX The
governor’s ultimatum
for teachers and school
staff to have COVID vac-
cinations by Oct. 18 has
passed and Whitman
County didn’t lose any-
one.

Gov. Jay Inslee re-
quired all school em-
ployees to be vaccinated
against COVID or have
their employment termi-
nated. There were terms
to grant exemptions to be
vaccinated for medical or
religious reasons.

Colfax is the largest
school district and em-
ploys 95 people, according
to Superintendent Jerry
Pugh. Seventeen employ-
ees received exemptions.
No employees were ter-
minated or resigned.

Colton School Dis-
trict Superintendent
Paul Clark said they
have 27 employees and
four received exemptions.
No employees resigned or
were fired.

“I had colleagues that
weren’t excited about get-

ting their shots,” said
Clark. “But we want
what’s best for our kids
and our community.”

St. John-Endicott
School Districts Superin-
tendent Suzanne Schmick
said Endicott schools
have 43 employees and
19 were granted exemp-
tions. No one resigned or
was terminated. St. John
schools have 59 paid em-
ployees and 25 were
granted exemptions. No
one resigned and no one
was fired.

“I am delighted. I
need my staff. Our chil-
dren need our staff and I
am delighted at keeping
everyone,” said Schmick.

LaCrosse School Dis-
trict had eight exemp-
tions, according to Super-
intendent Doug Curtis.
The district has about 40
employees, according to
the district website. No

employees resigned or
were terminated.
Oakesdale has 46

paid employees and 19
were granted exemptions.
No one resigned and no
one was terminated, said
Superintendent Jake
Dingman.

Palouse School Dis-
trict Superintendent Mike
Jones said, “We didn’t lose

Continued on Page 2

Cases against
15 WSU frat
members done

Seven may
have cases
dismissed

BY BILL STEVENSON
GAZETTE EDITOR

COLFAX — Fifteen
members of Washington
State University (WSU)
fraternity Alpha Tao
Omega are finished fac-
ing charges for providing
alcohol to minors.

Nineteen-year-old
Samuel Martinez died of
alcohol poisoning in the
basement of their frat
house on Nov. 12, 2019,
after he was provided al-
cohol.

Pullman police in-
vestigated the death and
Whitman County pros-
ecutors filed charges
against 15 members.

“This case involving
such a tragic death serves
(as) a stark reminder
of the dangers of binge
drinking — especially by
minors,” stated Whitman
County Deputy Prosecu-
tor Lindsi Alcantar.

The final resolved
case was against Wesley
Oswald, 22, of Bellevue.
He pleaded guilty to fur-
nishing alcohol to minors
and was sentenced to
19 days in jail and fined
$500, according to Alcan-
tar.

Seven members were
charged with furnish-
ing liquor to minors and
pleaded guilty. They were

each sentenced to one day
in j ail and a fine of $500.
“The remaining
(seven) defendants have
continued their cases
until April 2022 and are
under contract with the
state to complete several
requirements, if these re-
quirements are met, their
cases will be dismissed
. if not, they will face
an expedited prosecution
and sentencing,” wrote
Alcantar.
The following are the
15 fraternity members
were charged:
e Finn W. Anderson,
21, of Pullman
e Joshua C. Entriken,
20, of Snoqualmie
e Griffin T. Fish, 21, of
Bellevue
e Luke R. Hawksford,
22, of Sammamish
e Tyler T. W. Kim, 20,
of Snoqualmie Pass
e Jack D. Kuske, 21, of
East Wenatchee
e Jacob M. Lewis, 21,
Liberty Lake
e Jeremy M. McAteer,
22, of Pullman, two
counts
e Wesley O. Oswald,
22, of Bellevue, two
counts
e Cole Z. Peterson, 22,
of Sammamish
e Maxwell D. Rovegno,
21, of Snoqualmie
e Jaron C. Selset, 23, of
Renton
e Garrett M. Smith, 21,
of Pullman
e Cameron R, Thomas,
21, of Pullman
¢ Nolan J. Valcik, 20, of
Pullman, two counts

Classifieds

Colfax football beats
Reardan Indians
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Past and future
of St. Ignatius

BY BILL STEVENSON
AND JULLENE SAGER
GAZETTE STAFF

COLFAX — Ghosts
are the only tenants of
the St. Ignatius Hos-
pital and their home is
getting renovated.

The hospital was
built in 1893.
The first patient

had pneumonia and was
joined ten more patients
in a month. Only three
were released, according
to the Colfax Haunted
Hospital website.

The first death was
F. E. Martin in June of
1893. He succumbed to
his injuries after being
crushed between two
railroad cars.

“He is just one of the
ghosts known to walk
the halls.”

He has company
in Sister Johanna. She
died in 1929 and re-
mained to comfort dying
patients. The people re-
porting to see her were
patients that would die
soon after their encoun-
ter, according to the leg-
end.

To learn more about
the ghosts and have a
chance to experience
them, you can take a
three-hour walking tour
when they are not sold
out. The tours provide
people with the history
of the hospital and pos-

sible paranormal activ-
ity, depending on if you
believe.

The hospital was
sold in 1968 and became
housing for developmen-
tally disabled adults un-
til 2003. Now the owners
are making renovations
to keep the hospital’s
past and prepare it for a
better future.

Val Gregory is rec-
ognized as a ghost en-
thusiast and runs the
Colfax Haunted Hospi-
tal tours.

“I never thought I
was going to be a ghost
hunter, but I love it. It’s
fun and every night’s
different,” said Gregory.
“My favorite thing is to
see the people that come
to Colfax, and then the
next day I'll see them
because they come into
my store.”

Gregory was hired
by Colfax to promote
tourism and she keyed
in on St. Ignatius. Be-
fore the tours could
start, there was an is-
sue of cleaning out items
left behind by Rory Mc-
Donald after he finished
renting the building as
apartments to disabled
adults in 2003.

When she took over,
she learned a lot. For-
mer nurses and nursing
assistants who worked
at St. Ignatius when it
was a hospital would
share stories about the
ghosts and the hospi-
tal’s history.

The hospital was
once a nursing academy.

The St. Ignatius Hospital was built in 1893 and closed in 1968.

In 1941, the academy
had its first two male
nurse graduates.

Today it makes a
perfect setting for ghost
tours. Tours of the hos-
pital took place through-
out October and often
hosted guests from out
of state, such as a group
from Alaska and RV
drivers from California.

On Halloween, a
game of hide-and-seek
is planned at the for-
mer hospital. The idea
came from a group of
Microsoft employees on
a tour.

While taking the
tour, people can rent
“ghost detection” equip-
ment. They built one
piece using an Xbox
Kinect motion-sensing
camera and a tablet.
Gregory said people are
“very good” with han-
dling the equipment
and returning them.

Not all tours get to
experience the para-
normal. Sometimes the
building is quiet. But

VAL GREGORY | SUBMITTED
The interior of the former hospital makes a per-
fect setting for ghost tours of the Colfax Haunted
Hospital.

the ghosts are respon-
sive to familiar people.
“I’'ve had tours that
have come and they’re
like ‘We’re not getting
anything.” I go ‘Oh, T'll
come with you’ and then
(activity) goes up,” said

Gregory.
A group from the
Seattle  Underground

Tour visited the hospital
when there wasn’t any
sign of ghost activity.
They weren’t deterred
and said they would be
back.

The tours gathered
attention from a wide
variety of media from
YouTube celebrity Gar-
rett Watts to Travel
Channel’s show Ghost
Adventures.  Gregory
was interviewed by
Good Morning America,
The Today Show, ABC
News, and the Whitman
County Gazette.

After a segment
about the ghost tours
aired on The Today
Show, two extra days

Continued on Page 7

Happy Halloween happenings

COLFAX Hal-
loween returns after the
pandemic with chances

to trick-or-treat at events
throughout Whitman
County.

ALBION

Pumpkin kits are
available at the Albion
Library. Kits include
ingredients to make a
pumpkin cake. All folks

B4 People...
..A4 Records

need to do is provide the
pumpkin. Due to a limit
of supplies, kits are one
per family.

COLFAX

The Colfax Chamber
of Commerce is hosting
trick-or-treating  along
Main Street on Friday,
Oct. 29.

The family friendly
event provides a safe

place for children to wear
costumes and trick-or-
treat Colfax businesses.
Participating businesses
have a flier in the win-
dow and are giving out
candy.

The event runs from
3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

The Colfax library
is participating in the
chamber’s trick-or-treat

.A5 Service Directol

on Main Street.

“Come dressed in
your costume (or not) for
a treat,” stated a library
spokesperson.

ELBERTON  HIK-
ING TRAIL

Spooky Trail Tales
continues for the rest of
the month at the Elber-
ton Hiking Trail. Selected

Continued on Page 3
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Colfax’s haunted hospital

of tours were added and
within eight hours of the
TV show, a month was
booked.

A possible future
event is to have a conven-
tion at St. Ignatius about
the paranormal. It would
be educational and com-
bine tours with classes on
how to build paranormal
detecting equipment, how
the equipment works,
how to investigate, how
to listen for -electronic
voice phenomenon (EVP),
etc.

“We would fill up
hotels in Pullman, Mos-
cow, Spokane, and here
no problem and sell out,”
Gregory said.

Changes are occur-
ring at the former hos-
pital to restore it to its
former glory. Owners
Austin and Laura Storm
are removing walls that
were added when the
hospital was apartments.
Some peeling paint was

walls ...

removed and floors re-
paired.

The work is getting
attention. Ghosts have
become more active since
the renovation started.

“So we've noticed it
... as soon as they started
the renovation, it got su-
per active,” said Gregory.
“They tore down some
and then the
fourth floor just kind of

went crazy. When they

do things it seems to stir
things up.”

Askeptical contractor
is now vigilant for signs
of ghosts after working in
the building alone.

Now, he sends texts
to Gregory when some-
thing happens he can’t

explain.
“Oh! T don’t know
what that is!”

Austin and Laura
Storm are members of
the Whitman County
Historical Society. As the
owners of the building,

they help coordinate do-
nations and handle the
tax credits when money
is given to help restore
the building.

“The first thing the
historical society said is
‘We’ll help you to be your
fiscal sponsor, but you
have to promise us youll
keep doing ghost hunts,”
said Gregory. “I think a
part of it will always be
ghost hunts.”

Plans are to make
space for artists, possibly
Airbnb rentals, and more
with the renovation. But
repair work needs to
come first.

“The big thing is
to get the floors jacked
up and get a roof on it,”
said Gregory. “(It would)
definitely be a multi-use
space ... we would be big
enough for like 10 Airbnb
(rental units). The pho-
tographers would love it.
The ghost hunters would
love it. (Washington

State University) would
love it.”

To make a reserva-
tion for a tour, visit the
hospital website www.
colfaxhauntedhospital.
com.

COLFAX, WA
113 N. Main St. | (609) 397-9003

Open Monday - Saturday — 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Antiques ® Jewelry ® Furniture ® Dishes
Knickknacks ® Linen ® Toys ® Books
Dolls ® Much more!

On Proposition No. 1

Proposition No. 1 would increase salestand use-tax by 1/10 of 1%
to help re-equip and improve emergency communications
systems and facilities in Whitman County

This Proposition is important to the saftey
and welfare every Whitman County Citizen!
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-Paid for by Pete & Fran Martin
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JONES TRUCK & IMPLEMENT

*Equipment
Precision farming

*Financing

*Sales, parts & service

AUTOMOTIVE
Colfax Body
Repair, LLC.

« Collision Repair -
« 24-Hour Towing -
« Unlocks -

« More! -

Call us! 509-397-3468
514 S Main., Colfax, WA

Blue Ribbon
Linen Supply

eInventory, largest supply of parts

425 Walla Walla Highway
Colfax, WA 99111

1-800-831-0896

Dry Cleaning

Pickup & Drop-off at
Main Street Books

119 N. Main St., Colfax

Providing Excellent Healthcare
for our Communities

WHITMAN
HOSPITAL &
MEDICAL
CLINICS

1200 W. Fairview Street Colfax, WA 99111
(509) 397-3435
www.whitmanhospital.org

Tues.-Sat.: 10 AM-5PM
Sun.-Mon.: Closed

CASE il

304 N. 9th
Walla Walla, WA 99362

1-800-525-6620

0
509-397-3622

800-689-3622

ackermanheating.com

ACKERMAN

X HEATING & AR CONDITIONING
Improving your life.

North 631 Main Street, Colfax
Lic # ACKERHC82700

BUILDING SUPPLIES

Pearson
Now stocking

Building & Fﬁnce Supplies at |

Lumber - Posts - Wire
|

Two conuvenient locations! |
601 N, Main, Colfax - (509) 397-2529/(509) 397-4319
4619 NE Stratiord Rdl, Moses Lake - (509) 855-55

feed & seed!

p.F.T.

http://www.pearsonfence.com

pearson
farm &
fence

8 C AL

S. 202 Main
Colfax, WA

LLC

Your
Electrical
Service
Shop

Phone: 509-397-2738
Mobile: 509-553-9242

Lic# GREGSEL9790T

Allenbach
Home and Lawn
Services

- Small home repair
- Shrub trimming &
removal
-Remodels
-Mowing
509-397-3925
WA LIC ALLENHLS881J6

REAL ESTATE

S

RE/MAX

Outstanding Agents
W ® Outstanding Results

415 S. Main St. Colfax, WA

RE/MAX
Home and

710 Bishop Blvd. Pullman, WA

Land
Real Estate

Sales & Rentals

www.pullmanhomeandland.com
www.RMHLRentals.com

509-332-4546
509-397-2046

RARRISON
ELECTRIC

Full Service
Electrical Contractor
Commercial & Residential
MMHAREC066DT

911 Sumner ¢ P.O. Box 174
Colfax WA 99111

397-2333

& HONDA
COME RIDE WITH US

Pullman Honda
245 S. Grand Ave
Pullman WA 99163

Toll Free 866-568-3575
(509) 334-3575

THRIFT STORE

Tarifty
Grandmothters
Séop

Open T/F 10-4
Sat. 10-3

(509) 397-2786
N. 118 Main St., Colfax
PO Box 718

Serving Eastern Washington
and Northern Idaho with
dependable service since 1995.

NOLAN
Heating & Air

34902 US-195 Colfax, WA

(509) 397-6944

Lic # NOLANHAB803L9

CABLE/INTERNET

@ Colfax Cable

509-397-2211

High Speed Internet
Cable Television
222 N Main St
Colfax, WA 99111

Mon. - Fri.
9am.-4pm.

P4
&
(Y%

’ FUNERAL HOMES
\\‘ ALagacyof Caring
W\
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Palouse

(509) 878-1221

Tekoa
(509) 284-5501

www.kramercares.com
facebook.com/kramercares

Ny
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Dust
JAGES

COLFAX, WA
eAntiques
eVintage
«Collectibles

113 N. Main St., Colfax
509-397-9003

CATERING

™

Gourmet-to-Go
Casual Service
Full Service
509:-648-3885

...at your chosen location

EVENTS

—

Palouse River

Gravel & Delivery Septic Systems
Excavation Landscaping Materials
Grading Utility Installation
Driveway Maintenance Retaining Walls
Building Site Prep Grain Hauling
Demolition Engineering and

Design Services

Cont Lic # PALOUSRRO3ZMS
Office: 397.3556
Justin: 595.3368 Ben: 592.5887

www.PalouseRiverRock.com

We can fix what your husband repairs!

We Will:

Fix your leaks

Replace or repair your water heater

Remodel your bathroom and kitchen

Plumb your new home
Clean your sewer and drain lines
Camera & locate drain lines 2” or larger
SAMPSON’S PLUMBING
509-397-2075
Showroom available SAMPSPH164MS in Colfax since 1984
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Services

Tires Batteries

*Auto Repair  *Shocks
‘Brakes  +Oil Changes

*Alignments  *Engines

@ 105 Harrison St.

Colfax
509-397-4912

WELDING

Tig Welding « Mig Welding
« Stainless Steel Welding
Can Weld Most Metals

Mobile Welding

Pattern Torch Cutting

EQUIPMENT DIVISION
28232 Endicott Rd., Colfax

509.397.4360

DEDICATED PEOPLE WHO CARE

Make yours the GO-TO0 BUSINESS of the Gazette!

MEMORABLE
cz(fa/zf/z/

/AYNE'S

REFRIGERATION & APPLIANCE SERVICE

o)
(N /)

/

KSB) "We Keep tfou Running

ing!"
Commercial / Residential - Over 30 Years Experionce

SERVICING ALL BRANQ
OF MAJOR APPLIANCES

30 Years Experience
20 in Colfax _/

Certified & Bonded

(509) 397-2084
Toll Free 1-877-402-2716

CONCRETE
CTI of the Palouse

Concrete Resurfacing
and Restoration

* Patios

* Walkways

* Driveways

* Walls

and more...

Office:
509-878-1730

WA Lic#: CTIPAP*921DM e ID Lic#: RCE-25074

Whitman Health &

Rehabilitation Center
“The Premiere fm&f? onThe Palouse”

Long Term Care

Transitional Care

Physical Therapy
24hr Licensed Nurses

W 1150 Fairview, Colfax, WA
509-397-4603

Truitt
Contracting

Brick and Stone Mason

CHIMNEY &
FOUNDATION

RESTORATION

Free on-site bids

Cell: 509-220-6037
Con.Lic: Truitc*973M4

WELDING

Nl ‘\\-‘ELD],\'G AND FABRICATION

| Lic# NEWELWTF874K3

Custom Metal Fabrication
Portable Welding
Aluminum Welding
Production Runs
Free Estimates
Washington State Certified

509-549-3982
www.outriggerhook.com
newelding(@gmail.com

Justin Slayton, advertising sales | 509-397-4333 #3 |
advertising@wcgazette.com
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