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Bye-bye, Crash, hello Chai: New life, new name for local kitty
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About four months after 
an accident changed his life 
forever, the artist former-
ly known as Crash the Cat 
is loving every whiskered 
breath he takes. 

The cat, rescued bleed-
ing from the underside of 
then-Post-Register reporter 
Rebecca Pettingill after be-
ing hit by another vehicle, 
ended up at the Quincy an-
imal shelter. 

The phone call to rescue 
him came from Tina Hob-
son  at Expressions Dance 
Studio.

After one of his legs did 
not heal correctly, young 
Crash required a surgery to 
amputate that leg. 

Crash began  a long road 
to recovery that got a big 
boost when Expressions 
Dance Studio’s Hobson de-
cided to adopt Crash as soon 
his convalescence was over.

The adoption ultimately 
became fi nal at the begin-
ning of December, and along 
with a new home, Crash re-
ceived a new name.

“After much consider-
ation, we changed his name 
to Chai,” Hobson wrote via 
Facebook Messenger. “Crash 
was fi tting since he does 
crash a lot while adjusting 
to three legs, but we wanted 
to try to forget the image of 
how he looked when we fi rst 
discovered him after he was 
hit.  I didn’t think he was go-

ing to make it. But luckily he 
did!”

Ever since then, it’s been a 
pretty sweet ride for the resil-
ient tea-named feline and his 
three legs, Hobson said. Al-
though the Hobsons already 
own a.cat named Stormy, the 
new cat on the block keeps 
climbing up the charts of 
popularity among the mem-
bers of the household, three 
legs notwithstanding.

“He’s so funny and cute 
and the sweetest kitty ever,” 
wrote Summer Hobson, Ti-

na’s 12-year-old daughter.
Tina is of like mind when 

it comes to their newest pet.
“He is a very spunky lit-

tle thing.  He loves playing 
and being mischievous.  The 
Christmas tree is such fun 
and at this moment, our tree 
is still standing!” Hobson 
wrote.

It helps that Chai, né 
Crash, has a playmate at the 
Hobsons’ household.

“He has a new best friend, 
who was also rescued off  the 
streets of Quincy as a kit-
ten last year, named Stormy.  
They are 2 peas in a pod,” 
Tina wrote. “Stormy likes to 
teach Chai how to fi ght and 
wrestle and Stormy likes to 
make sure Chai stays clean 
too.”

The no-fourth-leg dealie 

does come with some draw-
backs, such as his propensity 
to crash into things, and his 
diffi  culty reaching one of his 
ears to give it a good scratch.

Enter Tina and Summer.
“He loves (getting) his 

ears scratched,” Tina wrote. 
“Especially ‘cause he can’t 
do one side on his own.”

Sometimes he even 
scratches in a way that 
leaves others scratching 
their heads.

“He still does phantom 
scratching even though there 
is no leg there to scratch,” 
Tina wrote.

The leg may be gone but 
the cat is still around and the 
Hobsons are plenty thankful.

“We are extremely thank-
ful for the Quincy veterinary 
staff , the animal shelter, and 
Quincy’s animal control 
for saving this little kitty,” 
Hobson wrote. “he is such a 
blessing in our lives and we 
love  him very much.”

Submitted photo
Summer Hobson and Chai, the new member of her household. At 
right, Chai and his best bud Stormy. At far right, Chai when he was 
still Crash.
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Happy 
New Year!
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This is             year!

In wonderful ways, may this 
year of new days be filled 
with joys of a new home!

Willow Springs Homes ... a selection 
of top quality single story craftsman style 
homes with care-free living in Quincy’s 

premiere gated quiet secure neighborhood! 
We have 11 different models which include 
quartz counter tops, Huntwood soft close 

cabinets, 3’ doorways, NO steps PLUS 
landscaping and snow shoveling 

maintained! The possibilities are endless!
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www.willowspringshomes.com

Deb Adams
Owner/Broker
509.750.1384

Willow Springs 
Homes are 

located on M 
Loop Dr. SW 

Turn South from 
Hwy. 28 onto 
10th Ave. SW to 
the gated entry!


