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Merry  
Christmas

Photos by briana alzola

Using milk cartons as a base, frosting and graham crackers as the main building materials 
and a variety of other snacks as decorations, fifth-graders at Fidalgo Elementary school built 
and decorated houses as part of a school holiday tradition Friday, Dec. 17. the fun, which 
led to kids coming up with creative and delicious additions to their homes, coincided with the 
school’s pajama day and the last day before winter break. Pictured are liberty Guffey (above), 
lyam Chamberlain (below left) and norma black.

festive frosting

This Anacortesan is on ‘Jeopardy!’
By Briana alzola
balzola@goanacortes.com

Josette Curtis recently 
saw one of her lifelong 
dreams come true.

For her, that meant 
standing on a stage in 
Los Angeles, holding a 
buzzer and participating 
in “Jeopardy!,” a show 
she has watched since she 
was a child.

She had watched it 
every night after din-
ner with her family. She 
married Jack Curtis, and 
they started watching it 
frequently. They made 
it a part of their fam-
ily, watching it each night 
with son Caleb.

Now, Josette Curtis is 
going to go from an audi-
ence member to a con-
testant.

“I think the best part 
is that the staff genuinely 
wanted everyone there 

By Briana alzola
balzola@goanacortes.com

Even as COVID-19 
cases with the new omi-
cron variant are popping 
up in Skagit County, total 
virus cases continued 
dropping this past week.

Skagit County Public 
Health reported 161 new 
cases of COVID-19 for 
the seven-day period run-
ning Dec. 12 to Dec. 18.

It marked the fewest 
new cases for a seven-day, 
Sunday-through-Saturday 
period since Aug. 1-7, 
when 114 new cases were 
reported.

It was also the fourth 
consecutive week with 
fewer than 300 new cases, 
following a streak of 15 
consecutive weeks with 
300 or more.

I s l a n d  H o s p i t a l , 
staff saw 30 new cases 
between Monday, Dec. 
13, and Monday, Dec. 20.

As of Monday, Dec. 
20, there were two posi-
tive COVID-19 patients 
admitted at Island Hos-

pital, but the hospital saw 
no new deaths last week.

Also as of Monday, 
Skagit County has had 
148 COVID-19 deaths 
and 785 hospitalizations 
throughout the pandemic.

The hospital is prepar-
ing for a predicted spike 
in the next week or two, 
related to omicron, hos-
pital spokesperson Laura 
Moroney said.

The highly contagious 
omicron variant has been 
identified in three county 
residents, and it will con-
tinue to spread through 
the community, according 
to a news release from 
county Health Officer 
Howard Leibrand.

The three cases are 
not connected and rep-
resent only the tip of the 
iceberg, Leibrand said.

H e  e s t i m a t e s  i t 
already could represent 
10% to 20% of the coun-
ty’s active cases.

“Until we know more 
about omicron, every 

Hospital 
bracing 
for spike 
in virus

ContribUtED / JEoParDy ProDUCtions, inC.

Josette Curtis stands with current “Jeopardy!” host Ken Jennings during her 
recent taping of the show. Does Curtis make it to the  next round? 

By Briana alzola
balzola@goanacortes.com

The City of Anacortes 
is moving forward with its 
sewer outfall relocation 
project, which will pro-
vide a new route for the 
outfall, repair damaged 
equipment and mean a 
new park area for Ana-
cortes.

The  Ci ty  Counc i l 
approved the shoreline 
substantial development 
permit and shoreline con-
ditional-use permit at its 
Dec. 20 meeting.

The meet ing  con-
tained the second half of 
a closed record hearing 
started Dec. 13. The coun-
cil asked staff to go back 
and clarify some parts of 
the permits surrounding a 
green space pocket park 
being put in at U Avenue 
as part of the outfall proj-
ect.

The park must be 
completed within 12 
months of the outfall 
r e l o c a t i o n  c o m p l e -
tion, according to the 
approved version of the 
permits.

The  out fa l l  p ro j -
ect is expected to cost 
roughly $19.5 million 
and improve stormwater 
flow from major storm 
events and keep untreat-
ed  wastewater  f rom 
being discharged into the 

Guemes Channel. The 
money is expected to 
come from grants from 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.

The city’s stormwa-
ter and wastewater sys-
tems are largely separate. 
Stormwater is discharged 
directly into surrounding 
water without treatment.

The new outfall pipe 
wil l  travel  from the 
Wastewater Treatment 
Plant down T Avenue, 
one block east on Third 
Street, down U Avenue 
and out into the Guemes 
Channel, according to 
Planning Manager Libby 
Grage.

The total length is 
more than 2,660 feet, she 
said.

The pipe will extend 
1,631 feet out into the 
Guemes Channel and 
end with an 86-foot dif-
fuser, Grage said.

She went over the 
diameter and type of 
pipes during the hearing, 
as well as taking ques-
tions from the council.

The old outfall will be 
decomissioned after the 

City moving 
forward with 
$19M sewer 
outfall project

See Virus, page A4

See Outfall, page A4

See Jeopardy, page A4

Who is Josette Curtis?
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the inaugural anacortes 
santa run sent 200 
santas racing into the 
streets of anacortes on 
saturday, Dec. 11. the 
event also featured two 
anacortes high school 
cross country  team 
elves who took off five 
minutes after the racing 
santas. anyone finishing 
faster than the elves was 
entered to win a prize. 
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Ready! set! ho ho ho!

By Briana alzola
balzola@goanacortes.com

Two weekends full of 
holiday cheer mean plen-
ty of candy-coated gin-
gerbread houses and let-
ters addressed to Santa. 
They also mean more 
than $100,000 in funding 
for the mental health of 
children in Anacortes.

The ninth annual Cel-
ebrate the Season, hosted 
by the Anacortes Schools 
Foundation, took on a 
slightly different format 
this year.

Normally all in one 
weekend, organizers split 
up its events this year 
to help spread the cheer 
and potentially reduce 
crowds.

First, a gala and auc-
tion included 150 peo-
ple in person and many 
more attending virtually. 
It’s the foundation’s big-
gest fundraiser of the 
year and helps provide 
the money for many pro-
grams dedicated to Ana-
cortes students.

Celebrate the Season gala, 
holiday fair bring cheer

briana alzola / anacortes american

a group of children and their families take part in making crafts as part of the 
celebrate the season holiday Fair on Dec. 12.

By Briana alzola 
balzola@goanacortes.com

The City of Anacortes 
is raising the mayor’s sal-
ary and changing the pay 
schedule as of 2022.

The new mayor of 
Anacortes will get a base 
wage of $124,000. That 
number will go up each 
year with a cost-of-living 
increase based on the 
consumer price index.

The new wage is about 
$8,000 more than Mayor 
Laurie Gere currently 
makes in the last year 
of her second term. The 
cost of living increase 
this year would have 
been about $6,000, mean-
ing next year’s salary 
would have been about 
$122,000 even if the pay 
schedule had not been 
restructured, according to 
city Director of Admin-
istrative Services Emily 
Schuh.

Since 2005, the mayor 
has been paid on an 
eight-step salary sched-
ule. Anacortes is the 
only city in Washington 
to have that sort of pay 
scale, Schuh said.

So when Matt Miller 
takes over as mayor in 
January, he would have 
started back at step one, 
which is a little more than 
$100,000.

Gere said she and 
Schuh and a committee 
have been talking about 

the salary, which they did 
not feel was right for the 
job here. When looking at 
other area mayors, Gere 
makes more, but she 
makes less than many city 
administrators, Shuh said. 
The City of Anacortes 
does not have an admin-
istrator, so much of that 
day-to-day work falls to 
the mayor.

The new pay rate 
reflects that workload 
and brings the position to 
be comparable with other 
CEO positions in this 
region, Gere said.

A rate too low could 
also dissuade some can-
didates from applying, 
Shuh said.

Many council mem-
bers spoke in favor of 
abol ishing the s tep-
system, which they said 
doesn’t really work.

After discussing the 
cost-of-living increases, 
they also agreed to the 
new number set forth by 
the city ordinance.

Because it is based 
on the cost of living and 
not a random number, 
Moulton said she can 
support it more. The 
spending needs to be jus-
tified, especially as the 
city looks for funding for 
other city positions, she 
said.

All council members 
voted for the increase, 
except for Miller, who 
abstained from the vote.

Mayor’s 
salary 
going up 
in 2022

By Briana alzola
balzola@goanacortes.com

After weeks of dis-
cussion, the Anacortes 
City Council on Monday 
approved its yearly bud-
get and Capital Facilities 
Plan, which looks at its 
major projects for the 
next five years

The $108.6 million 
budget is roughly $35 mil-
lion more than the 2021 
budget, mostly due to 
$22.5 million more in the 
sewer fund to replace a 
damaged sewer outfall 
system, $10 million more 
in the general fund for 
other projects and $1 mil-
lion more for street main-
tenance.

The budget includes 
funding for a new ladder 
truck for the Fire Depart-
ment and more than 
$100,000 to cover wages 
and benefits for an addi-
tional police officer.

As the council passed 
the budget, several mem-
bers also asked for bud-
get configuration going 
into the next year.

The council sees each 
piece as it comes, and 
while some expenses 
seem small, they add  

City passes 
final budget 
for new year

See Celebrate, page A4

See Budget, page A6
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ANACORTES WEATHER

SOLUNAR TABLE

SUN AND MOON

The higher the AccuWeather UV Index number, the greater 
the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate, 
6-7: High, 8-10: Very high, 11+: Extreme

0-2: Poor; 3-4: Fair; 5-6: Good; 7-8: Very Good; 9-10: Excellent.

A rating of 10 feels very comfortable while a rating of 0 feels 
very uncomfortable.

DAILY CONDITIONS
Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon. Tue.

AccuWeather.com UV Index™

Boating forecast

Comfort Index™

Temperatures

WEATHER TRIVIA™
1 inch of rain on 1 square mile would fi ll how 
many bath tubs?

ALMANAC

Over half a million.

Normal amount

Normal lowNormal high

Precipitation

Q:

A:

Daily amount

Daily range

The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature® is an exclusive index of the effects of temperature, wind, humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipitation, pressure and elevation on the human body. Shown are the highest and lowest values for each day.

 Sunrise Sunset Moonrise Moonset

 Major Minor Major Minor

Wed. 5:32 a.m. 9:02 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 2:34 a.m.
Thu. 5:33 a.m. 9:01 p.m. 8:34 p.m. 3:28 a.m.
Fri. 5:34 a.m. 9:00 p.m. 9:24 p.m. 4:35 a.m.
Sat. 5:35 a.m. 8:58 p.m. 10:01 p.m. 5:51 a.m.
Sun. 5:36 a.m. 8:57 p.m. 10:29 p.m. 7:11 a.m.
Mon. 5:38 a.m. 8:56 p.m. 10:52 p.m. 8:29 a.m.
Tue. 5:39 a.m. 8:55 p.m. 11:11 p.m. 9:43 a.m.

Wed. 7:47 a.m. 1:33 a.m. 8:15 p.m. 2:01 p.m.
Thu. 8:38 a.m. 2:23 a.m. 9:08 p.m. 2:53 p.m.
Fri. 9:32 a.m. 3:17 a.m. 10:03 p.m. 3:48 p.m.
Sat. 10:29 a.m. 4:13 a.m. 11:01 p.m. 4:45 p.m.
Sun. 11:28 a.m. 5:13 a.m. 11:59 p.m. 5:44 p.m.
Mon. 12:28 p.m. 6:13 a.m. ---- 6:42 p.m.
Tue. 12:59 a.m. 7:13 a.m. 1:26 p.m. 7:40 p.m.
The solunar period indicates peak feeding times for fi sh and game.

8 8 8 8 8 8 8

10 10 10 10 10 10 10
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Full Last New First

Aug 8Jul 31Jul 23

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2021

RealFeel: 75
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Mostly sunny
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WED. NIGHT

Clear to partly cloudy
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RealFeel: 74/51

THURSDAY

Mostly sunny
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Mostly sunny and pleasant
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SATURDAY
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Officials: Area deer need to social distance, too
By Questen Inghram
qinghram@goanacortes.
com

A disease  af f l i c t -
ing deer that was con-
firmed to be spreading 
in the San Juan Islands 
last month may now be 
infecting deer on Whid-
bey Island, leading the 
state Department of Fish 
and Wildlife to advise 
residents against feed-
ing deer in the hopes of 
preventing spread to the 
mainland.

The adenovirus hem-
orrhagic disease (AHD) 
is  highly  contagious 
among deer and can be 
fatal, according to Fish 
and Wildlife. Deer with 
AHD present symptoms 
such as  open mouth 
b r e a t h i n g, d r o o l i n g , 
weakness and diarrhea. 
Fawns are most suscep-
tible to the illness.

Much like the social 
distancing measures in 
humans to combat the 
spread of COVID-19 
and the advisory against 

feeding birds earl ier 
this year to prevent the 
spread of salmonello-
sis, this advisory to stop 
feeding deer was put in 
place to prevent congre-
gation of deer and ulti-
mately the transmission 
of AHD.

There are no known 
cures  or  t reatments 
for the disease, which 
spreads through close 
contact.

“For that reason we 
ask people not to concen-
trate deer by providing 

feed or water for them,” 
Dr. Kristin Mansfield, 
Fish and Wildlife vet-
erinarian said in a news 
release. “That is the best 
way we can help mini-
mize the spread of this 
disease.”

Th e  s t a t e ’ s  f i r s t 
confirmed cases were 
announced in early June, 
with Fish and Wildlife 
reporting that it had 
caused deaths on San 
Juan and Orcas islands. 
Since then, the depart-
ment has received reports 

of “hundreds of cases, 
including on Blakely, 
Henry, Lopez, Orcas, San 
Juan, Shaw, and Stuart 
islands.”

It has found “cases 
consistent with the dis-
ease” on Whidbey Island, 
including deer found 
dead near Oak Harbor, 
though Sam Montgom-
ery, a Fish and Wildlife 
spokesperson, told the 
Anacortes American that 
the test results for the 
deer found on Whidbey 
Island are still pending.

Before this year, the 
last known cases in the 
state were in 2017, dur-
ing an outbreak near 
Goldendale. In the fall 
of 2020, the disease was 
confirmed on Vancouver 
Island in British Colum-
bia.

Visibly sick, injured 
or dead deer as well as 
other wildlife can be 
reported to Fish and 
Wildlife at survey123.arc-
gis.com/share/a384e90f-
6 9 7 4 4 f 2 e 8 4 6 1 3 5 a -
9ce80027f.

Tor Stratton said he 
saw a lot of improve-
ment this year.

Skylar Dahlin attrib-
uted a lot of that to the 
communication on the 
team.

He said he loves play-
ing baseball because it’s 
an “opportunity to make 
friends” and to get better 
at the sport.

After the team’s vic-
tories at the district tour-
nament, Skylar said he 
was looking forward to 
battling tougher teams at 
state.

Tyler Olson said it’s 
all about the nicknames. 
Each player has his own 
nickname, which the 
team uses while encour-
aging each other on the 
field.

Majors
The majors team bat-

tled through its district 
tournament to make it to 
state this year. The team 
played five days in a row, 
Coleman said.

First, it fell to Bur-
lington-Edison in the 
d o u b l e - e l i m i n a t i o n 
bracket. 

Then, it won its next 
two games to make it to 
the final round, again 
facing Burlington-Edi-

son. Anacortes won, but 
that meant only one loss 
for the Burlington-Edi-
son team. In a double-
elimination bracket, that 
meant playing again, 
Coleman said.

So Burlington-Edison 
and Anacortes players 
faced off again the next 
day, with Anacortes com-
ing out victorious and 
earning the place at state.

The team that com-
peted was the all-star 
team, Coleman said. The 
managers from the dif-
ferent majors teams got 
together after the regular 
season and nominated 
players for the all-stars 
team to compete at dis-
tricts and now at state.

Normally, the Lit-
tle League team is run 
concurrently with Cal 
Ripken, another base-
ball league for the same 
age range. This year, the 
Anacortes teams all did 
Little League because it 
announced first it would 
be returning to play this 
spring, Olson said.

Greyson Coleman, 12, 
is one of the players on 
the team.

“We think we can 
make it,” he said of his 
team’s chances at state.

Being back on the 
field this year is really 
exciting after last year 
was canceled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, he 
said.

Gavin Byer, 12, has 

been hitting really well 
this season, continually 
improving.

Getting to state “felt 
really good,” he said.

“I’ve learned a lot,” 
he said. “This is a fun 
game to play as a team.”

Lucas Cooper, 11, said 
this season has gone well.

“I l ike how we’ve 
been playing,” he said.

As an extra challenge 
this year, Lucas’s dad has 
been on military deploy-
ment for the entire of the 
season. He got home last 
week, in time for state, 
Lucas said.

Minors
The minors team is 

heading to Woodinville 
to start state play Satur-
day.

The all-star team was 
made up of players nom-
inated by coaches from 
the various teams on the 
minor level, Volkman 
said.

This year, because 
some leagues did not 
f ie ld  a l l - s tar  teams, 
the minors team went 
straight to state without 
playing at the district 
level.

The kids are excited 
to compete, because they 
have just been practic-
ing for weeks now, apart 
from one scr immage 
game in June, Volkman 
said.

Because of the pan-
demic, kids who should 

be building upon skills 
already established are 
just learning, he said.

Other kids are revis-
iting skills they learned 
two years ago.

“It’s been really inter-
esting coaching these 
kids,” Volkman said. “A 
big thing is how much 
fun they had out on the 
diamond.”

Playing a competitive 
sport adds structure to 
the day of these students 
who have seen a lot of 
changes over the last 
year, he said.

“My favorite thing 
about it is seeing the 
faces of  each player 
when they succeed in a 
good play, like getting a 
hit or an out,” Volkman 

said. “They realize that 
they are able to do that.”

Jakob Volkman, 10, 
said he likes playing 
sports a lot and this year 
he is getting better and 
better at hitting.

“I’ve never gotten to 
do state,” he said. “We 
got so close two years 
ago but we didn’t make 
it.”

Baseball
Continued from page B1
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