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School district to host 
‘listening posts’ for 
community next week

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record staff writer

Camas community members 
will soon have a chance to weigh 
in on the local school district’s 
hunt for a new superintendent. 

The Camas School District 
will host two “listening posts” 
with staff, students, families 

and other interested community 
members later this month: at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 21, at Dis-
covery High School, and at 9:30 
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 25, at Lac-
amas Lake Elementary School.

Doreen McKercher, the dis-
trict’s communications director, 
said the September events are 
“opportunities for community 
members to provide feedback 
and listen to other voices.”  

“Listening posts are embedded 
in our culture and have served 
us well in the past,” McKercher 
said. “The goal is to gather as 
many voices, and in multiple for-

mats, as possible.” 
Camas’ longtime superinten-

dent Jeff Snell announced his 
resignation in March 2021, and 
took over as the superintendent 
of the Vancouver Public Schools 
district in July. 

In April, the Camas School 
Board appointed Doug Hood, 
then the district’s director of ele-
mentary education, to be interim 
superintendent for the 2021-22 
school year.

The school board also voted in 
April to hire the Omaha, Nebras-
ka-based search firm McPherson 
& Jacobson, which recently led 

the search for Vancouver’s new 
schools head, to help find Camas’ 
next superintendent. 

A representative from McPher-
son & Jacobson updated school 
board members on the superin-
tendent search process during 
the board’s workshop on Monday, 
Sept. 13. Although the board 
livestreams its workshops and 
meetings on YouTube, a techni-
cal glitch prevented the public 
from hearing the first half of the 
Sept. 13 workshop, including the 
entire portion of the superinten-
dent search update. 

McKercher told The Post-Re-

cord on Tuesday, Sept. 14, the 
board “had a conversation with 
the consultant, who indicated 

Hunt begins for Camas superintendent

Schoolwide project 
helps Camas teens 
bond after year of 
remote learning

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record staff writer

Following an 18-month 
stretch of shuttered 
school buildings, remote 
learning, hybrid classes, 
mask mandates and 
canceled sports seasons, 
the start of the 2021-22 
school year was never 

Building Community
Discovery High students have unique back-to-school experience

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

John Spencer had an 
epiphany during a lunch 
meeting in the summer 

of 2019 when he suddenly re-
alized that he wasn’t content 
with what he was doing for a 
living and that something had 
to change. It all started with 
some wise counsel from a cli-
ent and trusted friend. 

“I told (him), ‘My project 
for you isn’t done yet. I just 
haven’t been able to focus on 
it. I’m  sorry.’ He turns to me 
and says, ‘Well, that’s because 
you don’t love what you do,’” 
Spencer said. “It was one of 
those classic light-bulb-over-
the-head, launch-the-midlife-
crisis (moments). Over the 
next few months I said, ‘He’s 
right. What do I love?’ 
And what I came back 
to is (my farmland). The 
reason I wasn’t getting 
that project done, the 
reason I wasn’t focusing, 
was that I was out on the 
land all the time taking 
care of it.”

So later that year, 
Spencer and his wife, 
Andra, decided to be-
come full-fledged farm-
ers, a radical departure 
from their careers as a 
business analyst/consul-
tant and educator, re-
spectively. 

During the past year 
they’ve worked diligently to 
transform their Washougal 
property into a commercial 
farm, planting hundreds and 
hundreds of vegetable starts, 
fruit trees and flowers, and 
opening a retail stand. 

Now, they’re getting the 
word out that their life-chang-
ing venture, Get To-Gather 
Farm, is open for business 
and has big plans for the fu-
ture. The farm will be part of 
the Washington State Univer-

sity Clark County Extension’s 
Harvest Celebration Day, to be 
held from 10 a.m to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, Sept. 18.

“I hope that the farm will be 
bustling with interested locals 
checking out all the amazing 
work (John and Andra have) 
done and consider purchasing 
their fruits, vegetables, flow-
ers, eggs, etc. in the future 
from them, along with sharing 
the love with our other won-
derful farmers,” said Carie 
Maniscalco, who volunteers at 

the farm. “I absolutely adore 
the two of them and their 
whole family, and how hard 
they are working to build and 
operate an amazing vegetable 
and flower farm and host spe-
cial events.”

Couple takes 
advantage of ‘COVID 

opportunity’
In order to turn his dream 

into reality, John first had to 
convince his wife that they 
(probably) wouldn’t go bank-
rupt. 

“I’m definitely the risk-ad-
verse one in the family, (but I 
knew) we had to lean into it,” 
said Andra, who is continuing 
to work as a human develop-
ment professor at Clark Col-
lege. “We (told ourselves) that 

we weren’t going to starve 
because we could eat what we 
grow. When we do our taxes 
this first year, I’m sure I’ll be 
(shocked). But you make choic-
es. John gave up his plane. 
That’s when I knew things 
were real.”

John and Andra are leas-
ing about seven acres of John’s 
family’s 150-acre property for 
the farm, located at 1913 SE 
303rd Avenue in Washougal.

“When (the family) bought 
it, we were young, having fam-
ilies and working,” Andra said. 
“Now we are into the next 
phase of life. This is what I call 
a COVID opportunity. Things 
shifted. (The pandemic) made 
the decision for us, let’s just put 
it that way.”

Back 

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record staff writer

With COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations and deaths 
continuing to climb across 
the country, state and 
county, elected officials are 
using masks and vaccine 
mandates to try to stem 
the spread of the virus and 
keep health systems from 
becoming completely over-
whelmed. 

“Hospitalization rates 
are at the highest level 
ever during this pandem-

ic,” Washington Gov. Jay 
Inslee said during a press 
conference held Thursday, 
Sept. 9. “In most places in 
the state of Washington to-
day, hospitals have already 
had to curtail some of their 
normal procedures because 
they’re jammed with CO-
VID patients. It’s unaccept-
able.  

More than 90 percent of 
those patients are unvacci-
nated, Inslee added. 

COVID-19 related 
deaths also are beginning 

As COVID cases climb, 
vaccine and masking 
mandates expand

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record staff writer

City of Camas officials will 
soon reach out to the public for 
ideas on how best to spend the 
nearly $7 million in COVID-19 
relief funds the city will receive 
from the 2021 American Rescue 
Plan Act.

“We’re working … to make 
sure we get as much information 
from the community as possible,” 
Camas Finance Director Cathy 
Huber Nickerson told the Camas 
City Council on Sept. 7. 

The city will gather ideas from 
the public through its online En-
gage Camas and Balancing Act 
tools, Huber Nickerson said, and 
likely place information in citi-
zens’ utility bills. 

“We’ll try to reach as many 
people as possible,” Huber Nick-
erson told Camas Interim May-
or Ellen Burton, after Burton 
asked how residents who didn’t 
have access to the online Engage 
Camas platform might contrib-
ute their ideas for the city’s CO-
VID-19 relief funds. 

The city is set to receive a total 
of $6.8 million from the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan, which Presi-
dent Joe Biden signed into law 
in March 2021. The city received 
its first installment of $3.4 mil-
lion in June, and will receive an 
additional $3.4 million next year, 
in June 2022.

The city will have four years 
to spend the American Rescue 
Plan money. Eligible uses for 
the funds include COVID ex-
penditures or negative economic 
impacts of COVID-19, including 
money to help small businesses 
and households hit hardest by 
the pandemic; premium pay for 
essential workers; city revenue 
losses related to the pandemic; 
and investments in water, sewer 
and broadband infrastructure.

Camas 
seeks input 
on COVID 
relief funds
City to receive $6.8M 
from American Rescue 
Plan for pandemic aid

Kelly Moyer/Post-recorD

Discovery High School Principal Aaron Smith (right) speaks 
to a group of teens during a student club presentation at the 
Camas high school on Friday, Sept. 10, 2021.

Photos By Doug Flanagan/Post-recorD

Andra Spencer (left) and John Spencer, show a recent harvest of fruit 
from their Washougal Get To-Gather retail farm stand on Sept. 2, 2021.
Top: Flowers are in bloom at the Get To-Gather farm on Sept. 2, 2021. 

Get To-Gather Farm employee Kimberly 
Spencer (left) and volunteer Carie 
Maniscalco work in the Washougal 
farm’s retail stand on Sept. 2, 2021.
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Camas girls soccer has 
‘unfinished business’

Sports, Page A6

See Funds, page A2
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See Project, page A7

to Nature
Washougal couple 
leave jobs, commit 
to full-time farm life 

Andra and John Spencer’s Get To-Gather Farm part of Harvest Celebration tour on Sept. 18

See Farms, page A3

If You Go

What: In-person “listening posts” 
to discuss Camas School District’s 
search for a new superintendent
When: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 21, and 
9:30 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 25
Where: Discovery High School 
(Sept. 21) and Lacamas Lake 
Elementary School (Sept. 25)
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Bryan Anderson, 
AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

19221 SE 34th St., 
Ste 100
Camas, WA 98607
360-604-0104

Matt Justis, 
AAMS®

Financial Advisor

415 NE Cedar St. 
Suite A
Camas, WA 98607
360-834-9713

Pamela Tuite, 
AAMS®
Financial Advisor

291 C St., Ste. 104
Washougal, WA 
98671
360-835-2070

Roxana 
Ahmadifard
Financial Advisor

415 NE Cedar St. 
Suite A
Camas, WA 98607
360-834-9713

Blaine Peterson,
CRPC®
Financial Advisor

3037 Evergreen Way
Washougal, WA 
98671
360-335-8902

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Compare Our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

6-month 2.45 % 
APY*

1-year 2.75 % 
APY*

2-year 3.00 % 
APY*

Minimum deposit
 $1000

Minimum deposit
 $1000

Minimum deposit
 $1000

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/21/2018. CDs 
offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured 
up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet 
paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for 
each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov 
or contact your financial advisor for additional information. 
Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject 
to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the 
prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, 
the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does 
not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawl may not 
be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to 
compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by 
banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones 
are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

MKT-5894I-A

www.edwardjones.com

Stocks. 
Bonds. CDs. 
IRAs. Mutual 
funds.
Matt Justis, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

415 Ne Cedar Street Suite A 
Camas, WA 98607 
360-834-9713

MKT-5894I-A

www.edwardjones.com

Stocks. 
Bonds. CDs. 
IRAs. Mutual 
funds.
Matt Justis, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

415 Ne Cedar Street Suite A 
Camas, WA 98607 
360-834-9713

Keep a level
head in an
up and down
market.

Robert Barber 
Financial Advisor
415 NE Cedar St.
Suite A
Camas, WA 98607
360-834-9713

Your money 
shouldn’t 
stop working 
when you do.

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors...

Cool Classic 
& Custom 
Cars &  
Trucks
Live Music, Food  
Trucks, Bar, Drag  
Racing. Friends &  
Family Fun!

Season runs every week thru October
Wednesday at PIR, Delta Park, 4-9pm

Cool Classic Cool Classic 

Of VancOuVer

For info, call 360-699-1592
beachesrestaurantandbar.com

Raising Money for Local Kids 
& Families in Need!

SUMMERTIME SOCIALSUMMERTIME SOCIAL

Spend some quality time together. 
Worship at the church of your choice. 

Our community has a number of 
churches and a variety of denominations 

for you and your family.

Celebrating the
Gospel and 

living it to the 
world.

10:30 a.m. • Worship
Choir & Worship Team at service
10:30 a.m. • Children’s Education

Nursery Care

St. John’s
Presbyterian

1206 N.E. Birch St., Camas
(2 blocks south of Crown Park)

(360) 834-3281
www.sjpc-camas.org

BETHEL
Community Church

Worship ................ 9:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministries • Nursery–4th grade
Youth ..................................5:00–7:00 p.m. 

15th & B St., Washougal • 835-8714
www.bethelcommunitychurch.org

ADULT AND YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS
Little Lamb Preschool

Advertise your 
church services 

here.
Call Shelly at 

834-2141 or 
735-4671

for more details.
Visit these 
churches’  

websites for 
possible online 

services

1235 “E” St., Washougal
835-2153

www.gatewayweb.org

Worship Services
Sundays: 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 

and 5:00 pm
Children’s Church during all services

A FOURSQUARE CHURCH
SUNDAYS IN PERSON - 8:15, 9:30 + 11AM
SUNDAYS ONLINE - 9:30 + 11AM

717 SE EVERETT ROAD CAMAS, WA 98607
360.834.6336 gracechurch360.org

Loving God by becoming authentic, 
credible followers of Jesus. 

Saint Anne’s
Episcopal Church

Join us at
stanneswa.com

Sunday Services 9am & 11am
360-835-5301

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH CAMAS ELCA
4th & Garfield, Camas

Join us for worship on Facebook  
10:00 am Sunday mornings

Susan Dollinger, Associate Pastor
834-4201 • www.zionluthcamas.org

Reg. #AYOURTC021OT

“A” Your Town Chimney Inc.
FIREPLACE & STOVE SHOP

Dan & Marsha Dilley
2126 E Street

Washougal, WA 98671
(360) 835-1366

AYourtownChimney@comcast.net
www.ayourtownchimney.com

Wood • Gas • Pellet
Big Green Egg • Hearth Accessories
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IN BRIEF

Lacamas Lake 
drawdown 

begins, cleanup 
set for Sept. 25
The Camas Pub-

lic Works Department 
started its annual draw-
down of Lacamas Lake 
this week, on Monday, 
Sept. 13.

The city will reduce 
the total level of Lac-
amas Lake by approxi-
mately six feet, in or-
der to achieve the level 
needed to facilitate dam 
inspections and repairs.  

The drawdown should 
take a few days, with the 
minimum level being 
reached by the approxi-
mate date of Friday, 
Sept. 27. 

Once inspections and 
repairs have taken place, 
the process to re� ll the 
lake to normal levels is 
scheduled to begin Oct. 
25.  

O�  cials expect this 
process to take several 
weeks, depending on 
rainfall volumes.

The annual lake clean-
up, hosted by neighbors 
of Lacamas Lake,  is set 
for 9 to 11:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 25. All ages 
are welcome and partici-
pants are asked to bring 
waterproof boots and 
gloves. Sponsors will 
provide garbage bags, 
maps, information about 
the lake, snacks and a 
lunch, bottled water, cof-
fee and tea. For more 
information about the 
cleanup, contact Deanna 
Culley at 877-854-3577, 
ext.55630.

League of 
Women Voters to 
host candidate 

forums
Candidates for lo-

cal o�  ces across Clark 
County competing in 
the Nov. 2 general elec-
tion will participate in 
forums sponsored by the 
nonpartisan League of 
Women Voters of Clark 
County, beginning Sept. 
22. 

The League will show-
case di� erent candidates 
at each of the forums:  

* Wednesday, Sept. 
22, 6:30 p.m.: Clark Re-
gional Wastewater Dis-
trict, Position 2; Fire 
Protection District 6, 
Position 3; Washougal 
mayor, Vancouver mayor

* Friday, Sept. 24, 
6:30 p.m.: La Center 
City Council, Positions 

“I stopped (consulting) 
cold turkey. COVID kind 
of stopped it for me,” John 
added. “I had the idea for 
the farm pre-COVID, but 
COVID just happened to be 
a really, really convenient 
(reason to get started). 
Part of the advantage we 
had was that we already 
had the land. It’s not just 
that (a lot of the infrastruc-
ture) was already there. It’s 
that we didn’t have to pay 
for it. And I truly did not 
intend to earn any money 
this year, so we’ve got that 
advantage of being able to 
� gure it out as we go.”

The farm o� ers a large 
variety of fresh produce 
grown by the Spencers; 
partner farms such as 
Shady Grove (Camas), 
Windy Ridge (Washougal), 
Finca (LaCenter) and Dil-
ish (Vancouver); and friend-
ly neighbors.

“We’re looking for part-
nerships and working 
with people and coming 
together to create a com-
munity that’s developing 
here,” John said. “Part of it 
is (having) volunteers and 
helping each other out, and 
part of it is partnering with 
other local farmers, giving 
them an outlet and getting 
their assistance and spare 
produce.”

The Spencers envision 
their farm as a true com-
munity hub, capable of 
hosting a variety of classes, 
social events and even busi-
ness meetings. They’ve 
already hosted several 
classes, including a salsa-
making workshop that was 
so well-received that they 
had to schedule a second 
session later that day.

“(The instructor) sat 
there and chatted with 
the people for three hours 
because it was a beauti-
ful spot, a beautiful day, 
and I was just thrilled 
to see that people were 
gathering,” John said. “(I 
thought), ‘This is what this 
is about.’ I’d like to have ci-
der press nights and ‘come-
roast-chestnuts-over-the-
open � re’ nights ... and get 
people out for parties. We 
want to make it (about) the 
experience.”

“People are so excited 
to be here,” Andra added. 
“There’s a positive vibe. 
People say, ‘Oh my gosh, I 
love this.’”

John’s orchards are 
planted on about two-and-
a-half acres of the property 
and produce a wide selec-
tion of fruits, including sta-
ples such as apples, pears, 
cherries and plums, but 
also exotic varieties such 
as paw-paws, goumis, gojis, 
thimbleberries, elderber-
ries, pomegranates, � gs, 
seaberries, mulberries, 
aronia berries, yuzus and 
mayhaws.

He also planted kiwi 
berry vines and nut trees 
containing � lberts, hazel-
nuts, almonds, chestnuts 
and walnuts. 

“I try to do stu�  that’s 
di� erent,” he said. “I spent 
many, many hours in front 

of the internet (researching 
these varieties). I also dis-
covered One Green World, 
a nursery in Gresham (Or-
egon) that specializes in all 
of this weird stu� .”

Andra focuses her time 
on the other end of the 
farm, a three-quarter-
of-an-acre plot that holds 
large vegetable and � ower 
gardens.

“This (farm) is just up-
ping the level,” she said. 
“I’ve always had a garden 
and I’ve always enjoyed the 
land.”

The vegetable garden in-
cludes pumpkins, squash, 
sweet corn, tomatoes, cu-
cumbers, jalapeño pep-
pers, eggplants, zucchi-
nis, onions, beans, stevias 
and rhubarbs, along with 
ground-growing fruits such 
as watermelons.

“Joe’s Place Farms (in 
Vancouver) closed last Jan-
uary, and we purchased a 
lot of things from (the own-
er),” Andra said. “He’s kind 
of become a bit of a men-
tor to us. He checks in on 
us and o� ers things to us. 
We’re really fortunate.”

Andra’s � ower garden 
includes dahlias, zinnias, 
sun� owers, cosmos and 
carnations. 

“It’s a � esta of color,” she 
said. “My new love is zin-
nias, but my � rst love is 
dahlias when it comes to 
plants. Dahlias are forgiv-
ing. and zinnias aren’t.Our 
kids started the sun� owers 
and we took it to the next 
level this year. We added 
lots of layers to the garden.” 

They’ve both learned a lot 
about farming and the ag-
ricultural economy. They’ve 
endured some challenges, 
such as a February storm 
that destroyed their recent-
ly-built greenhouse. They 
acknowledge that the � rst 
year “has been tough” as 
they work to grow the farm 
as well as a viable business 
model for the future.

But now that they’re do-
ing it, they couldn’t imag-
ine doing anything else. 

“It feels good to make use 
of the farm,” Anda said. 
“For a long time, it’s just 
been (here).We’ve enjoyed 
it, but we realized that we 
were (missing out) on some 
of the potential.”

And as for John? So far, 
his “midlife crisis” is going 
just � ne. 

“I love being outside. And 
it’s as I predicted in the 
beginning — I love tend-
ing to the plants. It feels 
good,” John said. “The work 
isn’t going to ever end, but 
that’s kind of cool. I look for-
ward to being the grizzled, 
80-year-old farmer who 
� nally keels over from a 
heart attack in the middle 
of his � eld. That’s what I 
want.”

Farms:
From page A1 1, 2 and 3

• Wednesday, Sept. 29, 
6:30 p.m.: Vancouver City 
Council, Positions 1, 2 and 
3; Port of Vancouver Com-
missioner, District 2

• Wednesday, Sept. 
29, 7:30 p.m.: Vancouver 
School District, Positions 
2 and 3; Evergreen School 
District, Position 1

• Thursday, Sept. 30, 
6:30 p.m.: Battle Ground 
City Council, Positions 1, 
4, 5 and 6; Ridge� eld City 
Council, Position 6

• Friday, Oct. 1, 6:30 
p.m.: Camas mayor, Cam-
as City Council, Ward 1, 
Position 2; Ward 2, Posi-
tion 2; Ward 3, Position 2

• Friday, Oct. 1, 7:30 
p.m.: Camas School Dis-
trict, Position 1; Wash-
ougal School District, 
Positions 3 and 5; Port of 
Camas/Washougal, Posi-
tion 3

The forums will be 
broadcast live on Clark/
Vancouver Television 
and stream live at cvtv.
org.  The events also 
will be available after-
ward on CVTV’s website 
at cvtv.org/program/ele 
ction-2020.

The League of Women 
Voters of Clark County 
is a nonpartisan, grass-

roots civic organization 
that encourages informed 
and active participation 
in government, works to 
increase understanding of 
major public policy issues, 
and in� uences public poli-
cy through education and 
advocacy. Membership in 
the League is open to peo-
ple of all ages and gender 
identities. 

Danger advisories 
issues at Lacamas, 

Round lakes
Clark County Public 

Health has elevated blue-
green algae advisories at 
Lacamas and Round lakes 
in Camas from warning to 
danger. 

Water samples collected 
the � rst week of Septem-
ber showed both lakes 
continue to have elevated 
levels of cyanotoxins. Ad-
ditionally, blue-green al-
gae are now accumulat-
ing in many areas of both 
lakes, including at boat 
launches and other public 
access points.

Danger signs are being 
posted at the public access 
points at both lakes. 

Public Health is advis-
ing against all recreating 
in Lacamas and Round 

lakes, including swim-
ming, kayaking, paddle 
boarding, canoeing, using 
motorized boats, water 
skiing and � shing. Pets 
should not have any con-
tact with the water.

Blue-green algae can 
pose a signi� cant health 
risk if the cyanobacteria 
or toxins are ingested, 
inhaled or contact skin. 
Inhaled bacteria or tox-
ins can cause wheezing, 
coughing, chest tightness 
and shortness of breath. 
Skin contact can lead to 
rash, itching, blisters and 
eye irritation. 

If water with cyanotox-
ins is swallowed, symp-
toms can include ab-
dominal pain, diarrhea, 
vomiting, numbness of the 
lips, tingling in � ngers 
and toes, and dizziness. 
The toxins can be fatal to 
pets.

Public Health will col-
lect water samples for 
testing every two weeks.  
Signs will be updated as 
conditions change.

For more information, 
visit clark.wa.gov/public-
health/public-beaches.  
To report algae blooms, 
visit clark.wa.gov/public-
health/report-health-conc 
ern. 
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