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Home Farm offers farme

A Cabbage is one of many vegetables being grown on Home Farm at 8020 Kickerville Road.

By EmMiLy FEEK

On a bright Tuesday morning,
Bridgette DiMonda is in her ele-
ment picking a variety of home-
grown sunflowers for a bouquet.
Honeybees from nearby colonies
pollinate the expansive rows of
sunflowers and zinnias growing
at Home Farm U-Pick & Events
along rows of raspberries, blue-
berries and corn.

Since its founding in 2017,
Home Farm has grown from the
ground up - literally. Four years
later, the farm has expanded with
new crops, a farm stand and a de-
veloping event center.

Home Farm began as a blank
slate when DiMonda and Daniel
Burdick moved to Birch Bay. The
farm, located at 8020 Kickerville
Road, isn’t just a business. It’s also
a space for visitors to enjoy and
reconnect with nature.

“We don't make people come
out and pick or pay for stuff
during our regular business hours
if they don’t want to,” DiMonda
said. “Theyre welcome just to
come out and wander the farm
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and participate in the beauty of it.
We love it.”

Visitors are also likely to meet
DiMonda and Burdick’s four Aus-
tralian shepherds — Harley, Dash,
Piper and Merlin — who keep the
farm lively.

Aside from the dogs, attractions
include a year-round farm stand,
U-pick flowers and crops, and a
series of summer markets. Home
Farm has over 15 varieties of sun-
flowers and 10 varieties of zinnias
for visitors to pick this summer
season. The crops include blue-
berries, raspberries, cucumbers,
lettuce and others; a full list of
crops and hours can be found
on the Home Farm website at
homefarm.farm.

The 2021 market series attract-
ed upward of 700 attendees at
each market, DiMonda said. The
summer market series began in
2020 but concerns over Covid-19
complicated it.

Home Farm has two markets
left in its summer market series
that will run 10 am. to 4 p.m.
August 28 and September 11. The
August 28 market will be the larg-
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5 ® Overgrown grass

Hello Blaine Residents!

> =) It’s spring cleaning time and we need your belp!
% Common complaints we receive this time of year relate to:

../ ® Plants growing over sidewalks
' ¢ « Windfall debris
€ ® Dumping of household items on sidewalks
- Overgrown vegetation and illegal dumping can lead to fines.
v Please do your part to control vegetation and

B clean responsibly this spring and summer.
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STYLE UP YOUR SPACE—AND SAVE

Free Cordless Lift Upgrade

on Graber Pleated, Natural, Roller, Solar, Fresco® Roman, and Fabric Shades*

Visit our showroom!

410 W Bakerview Rd. Ste 101
Bellingham ¢ (360) 738-8175

Valid June 9 - October 13, 2021

Plus, cordless lift comes standard—every day—with Graber Cellular Shades.

*Fabric shades include looped Roman, classic flat Roman, and seamless Roman styles only.
Offer applies to cordless lft systems available as of 6/9/21. Excludes Costco sales and commercial orders.

www.LorrainesWindowCoverings.com
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est yet with over 50 vendors, Di-
Monda said, and she’s still receiv-
ing applications.

The markets bring together lo-
cal artisans from Whatcom Coun-
ty as well as vendors from Sno-
homish, Oak Harbor, Anacortes
and as far as Olympia, DiMonda
said. One of the reasons DiMon-
da enjoys the markets so much is
that it allows her to support small
businesses; DiMonda used to sell
at markets herself and under-
stands the difficulty artisans face.

“I just love being able to have
a space for them to come and
promote their own business,
and I'm able to promote them as
well,” she said. “I'd much rath-
er be a cheerleader than in the
spotlight.”

DiMonda’s vision for Home
Farm is still being realized. The
summer series of weekend mar-
kets was a start, but DiMonda’s
goals will come to fruition with
the event center’s completion.

“Daniel is the farmer of the
duo,” DiMonda said. “I'm more
the marketer and event person,
so my vision was always to have a
space where people could come to
have parties and congregate.”

The event center will be com-
pleted sometime in the fall and
will allow the couple to do more
with the farm in the off season by
hosting indoor events like birth-

all-natural produce, including fruit from other farms.

day parties, baby showers or small
weddings. After the pumpkin
patch is picked, Home Farm stops
producing until late spring when
the land dries, DiMonda said.

Despite seasonal limitations,
Home Farm will have more fall
and winter crops like spinach and
carrots with the addition of a new
greenhouse, Burdick said.

The couple also partners with
other small farms like Belling-
ham-based Joe’s Garden and
Okanogan-based Smallwood
Farms to supplement their farm
stand stock with crops that aren’t
ready or that Home Farm doesn’t
grow. The farm stand does not
have fresh produce during the off
season.

In addition to being a commu-
nal gathering space, Home Farm
also strives to educate community
members about their crops, in-
cluding how to harvest common
crops like potatoes and lettuce.
In the fall, preschool groups visit
the pumpkin patch to learn how
pumpkins grow, see the pigs and
pick out pumpkins, DiMonda
said.

“We don’t just have you come
out here and turn you loose,” Di-
Monda said. “A lot of people have
never dug a potato before, so we
teach you how to do that, if you
want. We teach you how to cut
your own lettuce and pick your

A The year-round farm stand at Home Farm’s entrance offers a variety of fresh
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own beets.”

This year’s pumpkin patch oc-
cupies about two acres and boasts
a variety of pumpkin types across
the field including polar bear, big
moose, green gold and blue doll
pumpkins. Rather than plant the
pumpkin varieties in separate
sections, Burdick shuffled all the
seeds together in a bag and plant-
ed them randomly, he said, joking
that DiMonda is the organized one
of the duo.

Home Farm’s growth has been
steady but not immune to dif-
ficulties. During the June heat
wave, between 30 and 50 percent
of Home Farm’s raspberry crops
burned, Burdick said.

The loss of raspberries incentiv-
ized the couple to tear up five rows
of raspberries and plant marion-
berries and thornless blackberries,
which visitors can look forward
to picking next summer, Burdick
said. Strawberries will also return
to Home Farm next summer.

Considering all of Home Farm’s
growth, DiMonda and Burdick
agreed theyre proudest of the
community they've cultivated,
noting that Birch Bay has em-
braced and supported them since
they moved in.

“Its a big garden here if you
think about it,” Burdick said.
“Thats all it is. It's a garden just
for the community.”
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