
The South Whidbey School 
Board is seeking a replacement 
levy that decreases the prop-
erty tax rate.

Voters will have the chance 
to weigh in on the proposed en-
richment levy on the ballot this 
February. If passed, the educa-
tional programs and operations 
levy will replace the current 
levy of the same name, which 

expires at the end of 2022.
The current levy rate, for 

2020 through 2022, collects 95 
cents per $1,000 of assessed 
property value annually, pro-
viding over $4 million a year in 
funding for programs and ser-
vices not funded by the state. 
These include extracurricu-
lars, athletic programs, field 
trips and some employee ben-
efits.

Assistant Superintendent of 
Business and Operations Dan 

Poolman recommended a de-
crease in the levy rate to school 
board members during a meet-
ing Nov. 17. He suggested a 
three-year levy that will collect 
55 cents per $1,000 in 2023, 51 
cents in 2024 and 48 cents in 
2025.

As a result, this will bring in 
$400,000 to $600,000 less per 
year than the current levy.

“That’s a substantial differ-
ence,” Poolman said. “Rather 
than asking for more every 

year, we’re actually asking for 
a lot less than we asked for last 
time, whether you look at the 
amount or the rate.”

He added that the school dis-
trict could ask for more, but 
it would not be able to be col-
lected because it is limited by 
state code.

The Department of Revenue 
is estimating that property val-
uation will increase in the com-
ing years. Because of this es-
calation in value, Poolman ex-

plained, the rate of the levy 
must decrease dramatically.

Student representatives at-
tending the board meeting 
agreed that the enrichment 
levy is vital in funding things 
furthering education such as 
field trips.

Board members wholeheart-
edly supported Poolman’s rec-
ommendation, which he agreed 
was the “most aggressive” of 
all the options he presented.
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Parks and Rec District will ask for levy lift

The South Whidbey Parks 
and Recreation District will be 
asking voters in February for an 
increase in its maintenance and 
operations levy.

Commissioners for the park 
and rec district’s board chose 
the highest amount of three 
options for a four-year replace-
ment levy. If passed, it will be ef-
fective starting in 2023.

The commissioners settled on 
a tax rate of 22 cents per $1,000 
of assessed valuation. Other op-
tions proposed were 20 and 21 
cents.

Although difficult to predict 
just how much revenue the levy 
will bring in, Executive Director 
Doug Coutts had estimated last 
month that 22 cents would bring 
in $1.3 million if based on this 
year’s property values.

The current levy, which ex-

pires at the end of 2022, charged 
property owners 20 cents per 
$1,000 of assessed properties in 
its first year. The levy amount in-
creased by 1% each year.

At the parks and rec district’s 
most recent meeting on Nov. 17, 
Commissioner Matt Simms led 
the discussion about choosing 
the levy rate.

“To me, that’s the fundamen-
tal decision that we make in 
a time like this: Do we keep 

doing a great job of maintaining 
the existing infrastructure, or 
do we allow some bandwidth to 
expand services and programs 
and park facilities to people we 
don’t currently serve today?” he 
asked the other commissioners.

Coutts agreed that was the 
heart of the issue.

“I never want us to be in the 
position where we have to go 
to the voters and say, ‘We need 
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Langley 
mandates 
employee 
vaccines
By KIRA ERICKSON
kerickson@whidbeynewsgroup.com

All city employees of 
Langley will soon need to fol-
low a new vaccination rule 
that has been set in response 
to the pandemic.

Members of the city coun-
cil approved a policy requir-
ing all employees of the city 
to either provide verification 
of vaccination against COVID-
19, or to be tested on a weekly 
basis and wear a mask at all 
times.

At a city council meet-
ing Monday night, 
Councilmember Dominique 
Emerson led the charge for 
the new personnel mandate, 
saying there is a need for the 
public to be safe when inter-
acting with city staff.

The others were divid-
ed, however, on whether 
the council should estab-
lish the policy or if it would 
be under purview of the 
mayor. Councilmember Peter 
Morton suggested that the 
mayor’s emergency powers 
could be reinstated and used 
as they were during the be-
ginning of the pandemic.

“I think that Langley really 
set the stage and led the de-
fensive activity about COVID 
when it first came out,” he 
said.

Councilmember Thomas 
Gill disagreed and said he 
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South End “picker” John Norris examines the lock of an old toolbox he recently acquired from a Whidbey resident who was moving off the island. The old lock, 
which could potentially be 100 years old, bears an “S” insignia that is eerily similar to the Seattle Kraken logo. 

Picker finds a toolbox full of 
Pacific Northwest history

Over the years, South Whidbey resi-
dent John Norris has found a num-
ber of curious items in storage 

lockers around Whidbey.
His latest discovery may not be as exciting 

as a human skull or a 17th century cannon 
— both are former finds — but it is a bona 
fide piece of Western Washington history that 
could be over 100 years old.

Recently, while helping a former Clinton 
resident move out of his home, Norris found 
a weathered toolbox containing custom-made 
tools that had been hand-forged for a plywood 
worker who was employed at a mill in Olympia 

during the first half of the 20th century.
“It’s a rare find,” Norris said. “It’s something 

that you’ll never find. He was a special guy 
who had special-made tools and I rescued it 
from the dump. That was going to be history 
gone.”

The worker, Luther Tallent, was born in 
1904. When he was a young man, he moved 
from Tennessee to Olympia. He was a hand 
patcher at a plywood mill owned by the 
Washington Veneer Company, which no lon-
ger exists today.

According to his son, Luke Tallent, he was 
responsible for patching any knot or defect that 
would show up in the plywood. Luther would 
make a football-shaped patch with the edges of 
two curved chisels, paste some glue in and add 

a new piece of plywood to fill the hole.
It was a job that likely became mechanized 

in the post-World War II era.
“The minute I saw those, being a picker, 

I’m like, ‘Oh, I need to find out where those 
belong,’” Norris said of the tools. He procured 
them from Luke, who was looking to down-
size on his possessions as he prepared for his 
move off the island.

Norris contacted the Olympia Historical 
Society and is currently in negotiations with 
members of the society about donating the 
tools to its museum collection.

Collections Manager Susan Goff said 
she was able to find records indicating that 

By KIRA ERICKSON
kerickson@whidbeynewsgroup.com
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Luther began working for 
the Washington Veneer 
Company in 1940. A few 
years before that, he 
worked at a similar opera-
tion that ended up being ac-
quired by the Washington 
Veneer Company.

The Washington Veneer 
Company was sold to the 
Georgia-Pacific Corporation 
in 1948 and all mills owned 
by it were closed down 
by 1969. Luther may have 
been a plywood worker 
there until the 1950s or 
1960s.

“He worked there as 
long as I could remember, 
until Georgia-Pacific closed 
up the plant,” Luke said of 
his late father, who passed 
away sometime during the 
1980s.

Today, a farmers mar-
ket occupies the site where 
the former mill in Olympia 
once stood.

The Washington Veneer 
Company was started in 
1924 by Ed Westman, who, 
years earlier, had been suc-
cessful in starting a rival 
plywood company by the 
name of Olympia Veneer 
Company. He was persuad-
ed to resign from his role at 
Olympia Veneer Company 

in order to start the new 
plywood company.

A couple was mar-
ried atop the towering 
Washington Veneer smoke-
stack as a publicity stunt 
in 1929. A cameraman cap-
tured footage of the big 
event, which can still be 
viewed today.

Plywood was a desir-
able material for building 
homes and fulfilling war-
time needs.

The handmade patch-
ing tools Luther used were 
likely either made just for 
him or were passed down 
from the plywood worker 
who did the job before him. 
The tools contain no mak-
er’s mark and could poten-
tially be over a century old. 
Norris observed that de-
spite their age, they are still 
razor-sharp.

“I would imagine at that 
time that a set of tools 
would have been pretty ex-
pensive,” Luke said.

Later in his career, 
Luther developed an aller-
gy to the patching glue. He 
started doing other jobs at 
the plant, including adjust-
ing the saws.

“He liked working with 
wood and he liked working 
with his hands,” Luke said. 
“Other than that, it was a 
way to provide for the fam-
ily.”

Other items in the tool-
box include a hammer, a 
horseshoe and handmade 
nails a few inches long. The 
box is affixed with an old 
lock that has a “S” insignia 
on it that is eerily similar 
to the new Seattle Kraken 
logo.

“It would be a sin to use 
them for anything else,” 
Norris said of the tools. 
“They are worthless in the 
eye of a new beholder, in 
2021. Back in the day, they 
were priceless.”

Goff expressed excite-
ment about adding the tools 
to the Olympia Historical 
Society’s museum collec-
tion. The society is current-
ly in the process of estab-
lishing a museum location 
to display the tools, along-
side other artifacts that tell 
the industrial history of the 
state’s capital.

Luther Tallent’s plywood 
tools will be the first of their 
kind in the new museum.

“There are families who 
don’t think about sharing 
this wonderful wealth of in-
formation of things,” she 
said. “It’s really great.”

Luke agreed that he 
thought a museum would 
be a fitting final resting 
place for his father’s tools.

“Maybe I’ll get down 
there someday to see it,” 
the octogenarian said.
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Photo courtesy of Washington State Archives

A historical photo shows the Olympia industrial area on the waterfront, including the Washington 
Veneer Company, which was founded in 1924. 

Photos by Kira Erickson/South Whidbey Record

South Whidbey resident John Norris goes through an old toolbox that represents a piece of Western Washington history. The tools inside it belonged to a mill worker, and could potentially be over a 
century old. 
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Come Worship With Us!Come Worship With Us!Come Worship With Us!Come Worship With Us!Come Worship With Us!
CHURCH DIRECTORY

To promote your religious services in the Whidbey News-Times and 

Come Worship With Us!
Whidbey Island

Concordia
Lutheran
Church

Missouri Synod

Sundays:
9:30 a.m. Worship

10:45 Education Hour
Nursery Available

www.concordiaoakharbor.org 
590 N. Oak Harbor St

360-675-2548

Trinity Lutheran Church ELCA
Hwy 525 & Woodard Rd, Freeland

Worship in person  
8:00 & 10:30 AM

Adult Education  9:10 AM
Sunday School 9:10 AM

Worship On Line
www.TrinityLutheranFreeland.org

LIVING WORD
oak harbor foursquare

490 NW Crosby Ave
Oak Harbor | 675.5008

www.livingwordoakharbor.com
Sunday Service Times:

9am 11am
Middle School, High School and Youth 

Services Available
Check website for availability

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE

THE ISLAND 
CHURCH
SUNDAY 

WORSHIP
10:00 AM

360.221.6980
6TH & CASCADE, 

LANGLEY

St. Hubert Catholic Church

5pm on Sat and 9am on Sun
Sunday Mass is live 

streamed on Facebook at: 
sthubertlangley or at 

www.sthubertchurch.org

Fr. Rick Spicer, pastor
E-mail sthubert@whidbey.com

www.sthubertchurch.org

www.langleyumc.org

360-221-4233 
3rd & Anthes
lumc@whidbey.com

Langley 
United 

Methodist 
Church

Worship on Sundays  
at 10 am in the  
Fellowship Hall

Rev. Richard Füss, Pastor

Find us on Facebook

Oak Harbor
Lutheran Church
NW 2nd Avenue & Heller Road
Across the street from OHHS Stadium

Nursery Available 
Sunday Evening Prayer 6:30 PM at 

St. Mary Catholic Church in Coupeville

Jeffrey Spencer, Lead Pastor

360-679-1561
oakharborlutheran.org

Worship Services..........8 & 10:30 am
Sunday School ........................9:15 am
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is the permanent, ea uan �log-free guttersolutioni• 

Get it. And forget it.® *Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own 
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free 

LeafGuardfiil 
Get it. And forget it.® 

360-284-4484
Call Today for Your FREE Estimate! 
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**Offer does not include cost of material. Discount applied by representative at time of contract execution. Offer ends 11/30/2021. †All participants who attend an estimated 
60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase necessary. Retail value is $50. Offer Sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift 
card per household. LeafGuard procures, sells. and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, 
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID, understand English, and be legally able to enter into a 
contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants 
in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended, transferred, or substituted 
except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com./gift-cards/terms-
and-conditions)  of such gift cards will be mailed to the participant via first class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in 
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to 
reservation. Offer ends 11/30/2021. LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Seattle in Washington under license number LEAFGHI821RC. 
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Full Service Electrical Contractor
Residential / Commercial / Generator / Underground Locating

360-341-2101 - sales@jerrybeck.com

Jerry Beck & Company, Inc. 

Lic. # JERRYBC973CE

Full Service Electrical Contractor
Residential / Commercial / Generator / Underground Locating

360-341-2101 - sales@jerrybeck.com

Jerry Beck & Company, Inc. 

Lic. # JERRYBC973CE

We invite you to come visit our drive-through light show.
Take SR 525 to the flashing yellow light in Clinton. Turn south onto Deer Lake Road (at the Post Office). 
Proceed up the road for ½ mile. Robin Lane is on the left. Look for the sign and lights. If you drive past 
Robin Lane you will see the lights glowing in the sky behind you.

We are open 6 pm to 9 pm daily from November 25th through December 31st. We have more than 
30,000 lights and you can listen to music as you drive around.

If you have attended our light show before Thank You for being part of this annual event enjoyed by 
over 1,400 visitors each year. 

We hope you enjoy your Holiday Season 
and wish you a Merry Christmas!

Merry Christmas
From the Beck Family 

didn’t think emergency powers for the 
mayor would be needed.

Councilmember Christy Korrow 
pointed out that there are other cit-
ies with mandatory vaccine policies, 
such as Bellingham, Friday Harbor and 
Shoreline.

“A lot of city governments are adopting 
these policies,” she said. “I think it’s be-
coming more and more common.”

The mayor himself, Scott Chaplin, re-
ferred to the issue as a “gray area” and 
suggested that exemptions would need 
to be made, such as in the case of some-
one with a medical condition who could 
not undergo inoculation.

Monica Felici, the city’s finance direc-

tor, said it was her understanding that 
100% of city staff was vaccinated against 
the virus. Emerson, however, said she 
had heard otherwise.

“I’m going to disagree with Monica,” 
she said. “I know for a fact someone 
wasn’t vaccinated who was an employee.”

She added that a record of COVID-19 
vaccination should be part of each em-
ployee’s personnel file.

“I think it’s really important for the 
public to know,” she said.

Councilmember Craig Cyr agreed with 
her.

“We’re approaching 800,000 citizens in 
this country having died,” he said of the 
virus. “A Langley citizen was surprised, 
came up to me and inferred that there 
were people not vaccinated.”

The council finalized the policy in a 3-1 
vote, with Morton voting against the mo-
tion and Gill abstaining from the vote.

VACCINES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

a 43-cent increase in our levy,’ which is 
basically what the hospital did,” he said.

Commissioner Erik Jokinen voiced his 
support for the levy increase, which could 
help build up the district’s reserve funds.

“We’re already seeing climate change 
and the cost that something simple im-
pacts organizations, and I don’t think 
parks and rec is immune to that,” he 
said. “I think having reserves is a very 
wise move.”

Commissioner Krista Loercher said 

she thought the residents of South 
Whidbey were appreciative of pop-up 
Zumba in the park, outdoor pickleball 
and other programming that has helped 
keep them “healthy and sane” during the 
pandemic.

“It’s about livability and having access 
to beautifully maintained parks and hav-
ing a wealth of programs is part of that 
livability and it is our responsibility to 
move things forward and expand servic-
es and facilities for others in the commu-
nity,” she said.

In the end, the board of commissioners 
agreed on a millage rate of 22 cents per 
$1,000 in a 4-0 vote, with Commissioner 
Josh Coleman absent from the vote.

LEVY
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South Whidbey Tilth’s 
second annual winter market 
is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m on Sundays, Dec. 5 and 
12. The setting is outdoors 
for safety against the spread 
of the coronavirus and flu.

Shoppers can expect to 
find unique holiday crafts, 
hot food, winter produce, a 
bonfire and more. Extreme 
weather such as ice, high 
winds or snow will cancel 
the market. If this happens, 
there will be a make-up mar-
ket on Sunday, Dec. 19, also 
weather-permitting.

New vendors are wel-
come to apply by contacting 
the market manager, mar-
ket@southwhidbeytilth.org, or 
leave a message at 360-321-
0757. Currently the vendors 
planning to appear include:

* Old School Market 
Farm has hot pizza, sushi 
rolls, vegan dishes, hot cof-
fee and more.

* Lone Creek Farm has 
wreaths and dried flower ar-
rangements.

* Baked goods from 
Sweet Luxury Cookies and 
Acorn Bakery.

* Silva Family Farm will 
bring frozen blueberries, 
local honey and blueberry 
ice cream.

* The Herbal Workshop 
has soaps and more.

* The Mayan Dogs brings 
beautiful tapestries and 
handwoven goods to bene-
fit pet rescue in Guatemala 
while also supporting local 
artisans.

* Momma & Me 
Vibrations 2 Bee offers 

chakra oils, mists and more.
* WiskOwl Wonders has 

incense, natural smudging 
supplies, friendship feathers 
and more.

* Marigold & Clover has 
herbal salt soaks, scrubs and 
bath items.

* GypsySoul by Laura has 
hand beaded malas, jewelry 
and crystals.

* Trippy Whidbey offers 
tie-dyed apparel

* Whidbey Willows has 
fiber, crafts & nature pho-
tography.

* Forged by Joey has 
handforged items by young 
blacksmith Joey Guerra.

* Little Bean’s Toy Chest 
sells handmade felted chil-
dren’s activity books.

* Organic Farm School of-
fers winter produce.

Tilth Market opens for holiday

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. Retail 
value is $50. Offer sponsored by MetalMan Roofing. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs 
metal roofing. This of f er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both 
cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to 
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: 
employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a 
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may 
not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it 
deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail or e -mailed within 30 
days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer 
not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 11/30/2021. 
Metal Man  operates as Metal Man of Seattle in Washington under Lic. #604624879

Receive a
$50 Amazon Gift 

Card w/ FREE
in-home estimate!*

FREE
Install
DOES NOT INCLUDE 

COST OF MATERIAL. 
EXPIRES 11/30/2021.

•ARCHITECTURAL AND DESIGN SUPPORT
• LIFE-TIME WARRANTY

Timeless Protection Guaranteed!

ROOFING

CALL TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE!

BACKED
BY THE SEAL(360) 552-7406


