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www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
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BARE ROOT IS BEST

ROSES 

Hours 
9-5 Daily

“People’s Choice”
Award-Winner

www.ChristiansonsNursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our best selection of the year! Includes fruit,
flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Ad proof for 2/29/12 issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-6 daily

Bare Root 
is Best 

Bare root trees are less expensive, 
easier to handle than potted trees, 
and are likely to out perform them. 

Season ends April 1st. 

Includes fruit, flowering and shade trees, 
shrubs and berries. 

Featuring this week: 

ITALIAN PRUNE 
(while supply lasts) 

www.christiansonsnursery.com 
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821 

Bare Root Sale
    20% Off through

March 11th

The best selection of the year! Includes fruit,
flowering and shade trees, shrubs and berries.

PRUNING OLD FRUIT TREES
Sunday, March 4 - 1 pm

$5 with Reservations

Bare root trees are less expensive,
easier to handle than potted trees,
and are likely to out-peform them

BASIC FRUIT TREE PRUNING
Saturday, March 3

11 am to 12:30 pm. $5 w/reservations

Last Chance!
Bare Root 

Open
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Loving this sunshine!
Did you want to run the Roses ad for next week’s paper?
Feb. 26th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821 • 9-5 Daily

Rose Special
20% OFF

Choose from over 5,000 Rose Bushes
of 500 different varieties.

Our biggest Rose Sale of the year!
Antique, English, climbing and

drought-tolerant rugosa roses.
Sale ends March 1st

“People’s 
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want to run this for the July 3rd issue?
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Hours:
 9-6 Daily

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road, Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Our Annual
40% Off Sale

All 2”, 4”, pack annuals
are 40% off.

Included are Geraniums, Petunias,
Impatiens, Marigolds, Begonias,

Heliotrope, Tomatoes,
Vegetable starts and Fuchsia baskets.

All our annuals are grown in our
greenhouses, all are 40% off.

through July 1st - 7th

“People’s
Choice”

Award-winning
Nursery

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Did you want this one for the April 5th issue?

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Magnolias
20% Off

Come view our wonderful
selection of precocious
blooming magnolias.

Includes varieties
of white, pink, purple

and even yellow flowering forms.

through April 16th 

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Nice sized plants start at $29.95.

OPEN:
Daily
9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

Hi John,

Here is the revised ad proof.
Hope you faired in the wind yesterday.
We had a 60’+ cedar tree fall and it just missed the deck and house!
Now the fun part of getting rid of it.

Thank You!

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Road • Mount Vernon • 466-3821

Camellia Sale
           20% Off

spring and winter
flowering varieties —
many blooming now!

March 18
through 31

SATURDAY, MARCH 19
“Japanese Garden

Design Techniques”
11 AM - Noon

“Spring Garden Walk”
1 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 26
“Starting Planting & Staking

Dahlias Made Easy!”
11 AM - Noon

“Hugelkultur Demonstration” - 1 PM

OPEN
DAILY

9-6

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940

2x4 col. in. ad proof for May 14th issue.

Thank You!

Cindy

Cindy - La Conner Weekly News
Phone: (360) 466-3315
Fax: (360) 466-1195

Shady Days

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots

(regularly $4.98)
includes Begonia Hanging Baskets

through May 18th

Hours:
 9-6 Daily
Fri. ‘til 7

People’s 
Choice

Award-Winning
Nursery

 9-6 Daily

15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

 9-6 Daily

Fridays
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-382115806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon • 360-466-3821

Fridays

Fax to: Christianson’s Nursery
466-2940
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Shade-loving
Tuberous Begonias,

fancy Double Impatiens and
exotic New Guinea Impatiens

20% off
4” Pots
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includes Begonia Hanging Baskets
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Fridays
“People’s Choice”

Award-Winner

Season ends April 1st
Bare root trees are less expensive,
easier to handle than potted trees,

and adapt more quickly to your soil.

Camellias 20% OFF through March 31st

Northwest Flower and Garden Festival

 Bare root trees are less expensive, easier to 
handle and adapt faster in your garden. 

Includes fruit, flowering, shade trees, shrubs 
and 'Frost' peach, 'Cosmic Crisp' and 

'Honeycrisp' apples.

Choose from over 600 new and returning 
varieties of roses for 2022, all growing in 
large, 5-gallon pots. Our best selection of 

the year is now!

In Seattle, February 9-13
Take our Flower Bus to the show, or visit us in 

booth 2126!

360-424-4548 • 1-800-466-6081 • 2600 Cedardale Rd
Mount Vernon • I-5 Exit 225 • www.soundcedar.com

Operated by
Robert Desmarais and crew

Skagit County Native for 44 Years
22,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE

CEDAR SIDING
TIMBERS
TRIM

DDEECCKKOORRAATTOORRSS COMPOSITE DECKING

HHAARRDDWWOOOODD DDEECCKKIINNGG -- 
Tiger wood • IPE •Bamboo & 
more CCEEDDAARR DDEECCKKIINNGG

CEDAR FFEENNCCIINNGG -- 
1x4 • Split Rail • 1x6

Design,
Installation, 
& Maintenance

It’s February 
and Spring is 
right around the 
corner

La Conner 
Rooted & Raised

425-736-2626
www.grassrootslg.com

Get your garden 
off  to the right 
start with a free 
consultation

• Rockery Rock
• Rip Rap
• Dump Trucking
• Crushed Rock
• Grading
• Pit Run
• Flatbed Service

Call Arne Svendsen:
MOBILE NO.

661-0303
  OFFICE:

  424-0258
    ARNEST1044BW
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Arne Svendsen Trucking
Rockery Rock • Rip Rap

Dump Trucking
Crush Rock • Grading • Pit Run

360-424-0258
ARNEST1044BW

LA CONNER COFFEE CO.

Scone Lady scones
Whidbey Island bagels

Open 
Wed thru Sunday

10 to 4

602 S 1st, La Conner

AND THEY’RE OFF – The Sound Rowers Open Water Rowing and Paddling Club opened its 2022 race 
season the fi rst Saturday of February in La Conner, as it always does. The paddlers went out in two rounds, 
9:45 a.m. and 10 a.m., captured here. Over 100 people raced.                                        – Photo by Ken Stern

By Bill Reynolds

Completing the opening of the 
Country Inn saga.

Built on the former site of the 
misspelled “Town Getto,” the 
stylish La Conner Country Inn 
has hosted and provided lodging 
for some of the country’s biggest 
names. 

None bigger, of course, than 
the late basketball legend turned 
actor Wilt Chamberlain. 

Rick Thompson, an original 
Country Inn partner, remembers 
Chamberlain’s stay here quite 
well. 

“In the summer of 1980, 
I think, but could have been 
1981,” Thompson related, “it 
was a beautiful June morning 
when I received a call from our 
front desk that Wilt Chamberlain 
had spent the night and needed a 
ride to the marina. He was head-
ed with friends with a boat to the 
San Juans to look at property. 
So, I jumped into my trusty 1974 
Ford Maverick and drove over to 
the Inn.

“As I arrived,” said Thompson, 
“Wilt was standing outside the 
front door enjoying the sunny 
morning. At 7’-2”, he was quite 
an imposing fi gure and not 
easily missed on the streets of La 
Conner. As I drove up, a friend 
drove down Second Street in the 
opposite direction. He saw Wilt 
standing there and immediately 
put on the brakes. He leaned 
out of the car and in a very loud 
stage whisper, asked: ‘Hey, Rick, 
is that Bill Russell?’ Wilt seemed 
to take that in stride.”

Russell, of course, was the 
former head coach of the Seattle 
Supersonics, a resident of Mercer 
Island and Chamberlain’s chief 
NBA rival during the 1960s.

“I parked and then introduced 
myself to Wilt,” Thompson said. 
“I told him I would drive him to 
the marina but that the vehicle 
involved was a Ford Maverick.”

Chamberlain, who had previ-
ously appeared in commercials 
and print ads for the Volkswagen 
Beetle, was more than under-
standing, said Thompson.

“He was very gracious and 
fi ne with that,” Thompson said. 
“He also complimented us on our 
doors. The doors in the Inn are 
eight feet. He mentioned that he 
did not often stay in rooms where 
he did not have to duck.

“However,” quipped Thomp-
son, “how he dealt with the 
standard double bed in his room, 
he did not say and I did not ask.

“I pulled up in the Maverick,” 
Thompson said, “and loaded his 
luggage. He opened the passen-
ger door, turned sideways, sat 
down with his legs outside the 
car, then swiveled his way into 
the car. His legs were literally 
directly under his chin. But the 
marina isn’t far and he was quite 
grateful for the ride.”

Chamberlain had already made 
his presence elsewhere in town. 
He earlier shopped at the former 
Food Center grocery store across 
from Town Square, a block west 
of the Country Inn.

La Conner native David Bret-
vick, then a Food Center employ-
ee, remembers it well.

“I actually wasn’t working that 
night but went to the Food Cen-
ter to buy some water as I was on 
my way to play basketball with 
the Swinomish,” Bretvick said. 
“My friend, Maria Guzman, was 
working the register. As I walked 
in, she exclaimed, ‘Dave, guess 
who’s in the store!’ She said it 
was Wilt Chamberlain. I said: 
‘No way!’ But then I saw the top 
of his head above the shelves. He 
approached me and asked: ‘Ex-
cuse me, sir, do you know where 
they keep the Vienna Sausage?’ 
I said: ‘Yes, I do,’ and escorted 
him to the proper location. He 
thanked me and I followed him 
to the checkout line as he pur-
chased a few other items.

“I probably should’ve asked 
him if he might have been 
interested in a game of pickup 
basketball at Swinomish,” Bret-
vick, who had played high school 
basketball, added. “Wouldn’t that 
have been cool?”

Other celebrities would also 
sign the Country Inn guest 
register. Actors Jim Davis (Jock 
Ewing on the TV series “Dallas”) 
and Adam West (who portrayed 
Batman on television), former 
Washington Gov. John Spellman, 
Seattle Mayor Charles Royer 
and popular Northwest media 
celebrity Chris Wedes, better 
known regionally as J.P. Patches, 
Thompson cited.

None, though, likely made a 
bigger impression than the sports 
icon fondly referred to as The 
Big Dipper.

Wilt Chamberlain slept here

By Bill Reynolds

Kyle Hiller feels fortunate to 
have grown up in La Conner 
during the 1970s and ‘80s when 
it emerged from an extended 
slumber to become a popular 
tourist haven. 

Hiller has more mixed memo-
ries of where he later spent much 
of his adult life places such as 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, 
Azerbaijan and Tunisia, few of 
which one would consider prime 
tourism destinations. 

Now the 1985 La Conner High 
grad has drawn upon his vast 
experiences in counterterrorism 
and law enforcement to write 
his fi rst novel, “The Spotted 
Owl,” a suspenseful adventure 
story that follows veteran special 
operations offi  cer Derek Riley 
and anthropologist Susan Parker 
as they go on the run after being 
framed for a murder they did not 
commit. 

The book is available in hard 
cover, paperback and as an 
e-book at Amazon, Barnes & 
Noble and various on-line outlets. 

“I’ve always thought about 
writing a book,” Hiller told the 
Weekly News, “but never really 
had the time. When I fi rst started 
writing it was more as a mental 
exercise and a way to decompress 
and relax.” 

There has, in fact, been much 
to decompress as Hiller has 
fought in two wars and trav-
eled to 50-plus nations on fi ve 
continents – often at the behest 
of the government. Hiller spent 
time on a joint terrorism task 
force following the 9/11 attacks, 
was assigned to a government 
entity that performed mock 
attacks against numerous military 
installations and while in law 
enforcement served with a SWAT 
(Special Weapons and Tactics) 
team. 

“Each new position,” said Hill-
er, “presented me with diff erent 
opportunities, adventures and 

numerous stories.” 
Other than drafting thousands 

of police reports, Hiller said 
his primary formal training as a 
writer came under the tutelage 
of retired English teacher Kathy 
Shoop. 

“She was my English teacher 
throughout high school,” Hiller 
said. “Though I was not a partic-
ularly good student, I would say 
that the lessons she taught did 
follow me well into my career, 
whether I was writing offi  cial in-
vestigative reports or intelligence 
briefi ngs. Eventually, when I 
decided to travel down this road, 
the creative writing skills she 
once taught me, I began to use in 
earnest.” 

Shoop recalls Hiller as having 
been a positive presence in her 
classroom. 

“He had a really strong sense 
of who he was,” Shoop recalled. 
“He was a good guy with a great 
love of country and a wonderful 
sense of humor. 

“When I assigned a project,” 
she added, “and Kyle was part of 
the group working on the project, 
I felt very confi dent about that 
project.” 

She wasn’t surprised when 
Hiller opted for careers in the 
military and law enforcement. 
“Our country,” she stressed, “is 
safer with Kyle in it.” 

“Though I can point to many 
reasons, my primary interest 
in both the military and law 
enforcement as careers comes 
down to two key points,” Hiller 
said. “First is my belief in there 
being an absolute need for people 
to protect those unable to stand 
up for themselves. The second 
reason I sought this career path 
was simply a boyhood desire for 
adventure. I have had more than 
my fair share. Even people who 
know me have a hard time wrap-
ping their heads around all the 
craziness I have been involved in 
over the years. I could probably 
do a few books on this alone.” 

When he began developing 
his story line and required initial 
editing for “The Spotted Owl: 
A Derek Riley Novel,” Hiller 
consulted his brother, Ryan, and 
sister-in-law, Beth Clothier, both 
of whom are La Conner faculty 
members. 

“The story was all Kyle,” 
Clothier said, “but there were a 
few moments in the early drafts 
where Ryan or I asked questions 
or suggested things that might 
add clarity. 

“Kyle’s always been a good 
teller of stories,” she said, “so 
for me, reading his book was like 
any family gathering, listening 
to him and his brothers theorize 
about where they might camp 
and fi nd Bigfoot. 

“Reading his book,” said 
Clothier, “was a fun way to get 
to experience variations on the 
stories I’ve heard over the years. 
It tied some of his actual experi-
ences together with some great 
fi ctionalized additions. I love 
seeing Kyle share this creative 
side with a wider audience.” 

Hiller said that as he began 
composing and words formed on 
pages, he started to see the story 
of Derek and Susan unfold. 

“Before I knew it,” he said, “I 
had completed my book.” 

Ryan Hiller said his broth-
er’s in-depth knowledge of and 
familiarity with military special 
ops, law enforcement, SWAT 
units and the inner workings 
of government agencies lends 
authenticity to the novel. 

“The protagonist in the book 
comes from a similar background 
as Kyle,” said Ryan Hiller, “so 
it’s fun seeing some stories in the 
book that clearly are inspired by 
events Kyle was involved in.” 

“Much of my book,” the author 
confi rmed, “is based on things I 
know or have experienced. I in-
fused that reality with the stuff  I 
have always enjoyed speculating 
about with my friends and family 
– blending the truth with fantasy, 
so to speak. 

“I fi gure it’s sort of how a 
person should buy gifts,” he said. 
“If you purchase something you 
would enjoy, most likely the per-
son you bought it for will also.” 

Hiller said his wife, Shannon, 
was the model for his develop-

Counterterror novel refl ects Kyle Hiller’s military career

• On Feb. 27, 1860, President Abra-
ham Lincoln poses for the first of sev-
eral portraits by noted Civil War-era 
photographer Mathew Brady. A rel-
atively new art form, the photograph 
(or daguerreotype) showed a beardless 
Lincoln just moments before he deliv-
ered an address at Cooper Union.

• On Feb. 23, 1885, a 19-year-old 
man named John Lee is sent to the gal-
lows in Exeter, England, for the mur-
der of a rich, older woman. However, 
the gallows equipment malfunctioned 
three times and Lee was not dropped. 
He was then sent back to prison.

• On Feb. 25, 1890, Vlacheslav Skry-
abin, foreign minister for the Soviet 
Union who took the revolutionary 
name Molotov, is born in Russia. 
Molotov advocated the use of throw-
ing bottles filled with flammable liq-
uid and stuffed with a lit rag, and the 
famous “Molotov cocktail” was born.

• On Feb. 26, 1903, Alexander Win-
ton, driving his Winton Bullet, sets 
the first speed record ever achieved at 
Daytona Beach, Florida. Built in 1902 
the “Bullet Number 1” drove a mea-
sured mile at over 65 mph.

• On Feb. 22, 1946, George Kennan, 
the temporary American ambassador in 
Moscow, sends an 8,000-word telegram 
to the Department of State detailing his 
views on the Soviet Union, and U.S. poli-
cy toward the communist state. Kennan’s 
analysis provided one of the most influ-
ential underpinnings for America’s Cold 
War policy of containment. 

• On Feb. 21, 1952, men’s figure 
skater Dick Button wins his second 
Olympic gold medal. Button captured 
his first gold prize at the 1948 Olym-
pics, becoming the first American to 
ever take home the men’s title. Button 
retired from amateur skating in 1952 
and went on to perform with the Ice 
Capades as well as graduate from Har-
vard Law School.

• On Feb. 24, 1969, after a North 
Vietnamese mortar shell rocks their 
Douglas AC-47 gunship, Airman First 
Class John L. Levitow throws himself 
on an activated flare and tosses it out 
of the aircraft just before it ignites. For 
saving his fellow crewmembers and 
the gunship, Airman Levitow was later 
awarded the Medal of Honor.

© 2022 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved

K
ing Features W

eekly Service
February 7, 2022

• On Feb. 27, 1860, President Abra-
ham Lincoln poses for the first of sev-
eral portraits by noted Civil War-era 
photographer Mathew Brady. A rel-
atively new art form, the photograph 
(or daguerreotype) showed a beardless 
Lincoln just moments before he deliv-
ered an address at Cooper Union.

• On Feb. 23, 1885, a 19-year-old 
man named John Lee is sent to the gal-
lows in Exeter, England, for the mur-
der of a rich, older woman. However, 
the gallows equipment malfunctioned 
three times and Lee was not dropped. 
He was then sent back to prison.

• On Feb. 25, 1890, Vlacheslav Skry-
abin, foreign minister for the Soviet 
Union who took the revolutionary 
name Molotov, is born in Russia. 
Molotov advocated the use of throw-
ing bottles filled with flammable liq-
uid and stuffed with a lit rag, and the 
famous “Molotov cocktail” was born.

• On Feb. 26, 1903, Alexander Win-
ton, driving his Winton Bullet, sets 
the first speed record ever achieved at 
Daytona Beach, Florida. Built in 1902 
the “Bullet Number 1” drove a mea-
sured mile at over 65 mph.

• On Feb. 22, 1946, George Kennan, 
the temporary American ambassador in 
Moscow, sends an 8,000-word telegram 
to the Department of State detailing his 
views on the Soviet Union, and U.S. poli-
cy toward the communist state. Kennan’s 
analysis provided one of the most influ-
ential underpinnings for America’s Cold 
War policy of containment. 

• On Feb. 21, 1952, men’s figure 
skater Dick Button wins his second 
Olympic gold medal. Button captured 
his first gold prize at the 1948 Olym-
pics, becoming the first American to 
ever take home the men’s title. Button 
retired from amateur skating in 1952 
and went on to perform with the Ice 
Capades as well as graduate from Har-
vard Law School.

• On Feb. 24, 1969, after a North 
Vietnamese mortar shell rocks their 
Douglas AC-47 gunship, Airman First 
Class John L. Levitow throws himself 
on an activated flare and tosses it out 
of the aircraft just before it ignites. For 
saving his fellow crewmembers and 
the gunship, Airman Levitow was later 
awarded the Medal of Honor.
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ment of Susan Parker. 
“Obviously,” he said, “I had 

my main character fi gured out, 
but I knew I also wanted a strong 
female protagonist as well. So, I 
based her off  my wife, one of the 
strongest women I know.” 

The book isn’t entirely auto-
biographical even though Derek 
is Hiller’s actual middle name. 
While Derek Riley, said Shoop, 
is comparable to the mysterious 
man-of-action Jack Reacher, 
famously portrayed on screen by 
Tom Cruise, Kyle Hiller is a man 
of much greater depth. 

“Kyle,” insisted Clothier, 
“would probably not like me to 
publicize that despite his gruff , 
taciturn persona, he’s really a 
sweet, kind-hearted, warm person 
who would never want to actually 
harm or capture a Bigfoot but 
would be over the moon to actu-
ally see one.” 


