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By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

More than 20 Camas-
area residents — including 
the owner of a Washougal 
pediatric health clinic and 
several parents who have 
pulled their students out 
of public Camas schools — 
wrote letters and spoke at 
an in-person Camas School 
Board meeting on Monday, 
May 10, lambasting mask 

mandates and other CO-
VID-19 safety measures; 
remote learning; racial jus-
tice and equity programs;  
and “woke agendas.”

“I no longer believe our 
children’s futures and 
educations are at the core 
and heart of the school 
board and district,” Ken-
ric Thompson, who identi-
fied himself as a father of 
two children in the Camas 
School District, told Cam-
as school board members 

Monday. “This is one of 
the reasons why I am pull-
ing my daughter out of the 
school district.” 

Thompson accused the 
school board and district 
leaders of “perpetuating 
woke agendas” including 

“critical race theory, pro-
nouns, sexual education, 
politics and lobbying by the 
teachers unions, perpetual 
fear inside classrooms and 
ultimately enabling illiber-
al teachers to divide class-
rooms and target those 
children who do not agree 
with their viewpoints.” 

Thompson focused on 
the district’s racial equity 
program, which he called 
“disgusting and shame-
ful” and claimed is teach-
ing Camas children “to be 
racist and judge each other 
based on the color of one’s 
skin.”

The school district 
ramped up its focus on eq-
uity issues in 2016, after 

hearing from several par-
ents who were concerned 
about racist incidents hap-
pening inside the Camas 
School District. The dis-
trict hosted a series of eq-
uity forums with students, 
parents, teachers and 
district administrators 
throughout 2018, and the 
school board adopted its 
new equity policy in Octo-
ber 2018. 

The district’s equity 
policy examines how race, 
as well as gender, sexual 
identity, special education 
status and socioeconomic 
factors play into student 
equity and success. Dis-

Camas parents rail against ‘woke agendas’
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Scott Miller, a certified physician assistant who runs Miller 
Family Pediatrics in Washougal, speaks at a Camas School Board 
meeting on Monday, May 10, 2021. 

Local pediatric physician assistant 
claims to have cure for COVID-19, says 
school board either ‘negligent’ or ‘pure 
evil’ for requiring safety measures 

SPRING SHOPPING
The popular Camas Plant and Garden Fair canceled for a 
second year due to COVID-19, downtown merchants get 
creative with pop-up shops over Mother’s Day weekend

Kelly Moyer/PoSt-record

Downtown Camas visitors, most masked to prevent the spread of COVID-19, browse a pop-up 
plant and garden shop outside Camas Antiques on Saturday, May 8, 2021. The Downtown Camas 
Association was forced to cancel its annual Camas Plant and Garden Fair in 2020 and 2021, due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The popular event, traditionally held throughout downtown Camas 
the day before Mother’s Day, typically draws hundreds of visitors to Camas’ historic downtown 
shopping area. This year, several downtown Camas merchants held plant- and garden-themed 
pop-up shops and sidewalk sales to help make up for the missing fair. 

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

One and a half years after the con-
tentious “pool bond” election of No-
vember 2019, in which more than 90 
percent of Camas voters shut down 
the city’s bid to build a $78 million 
public community-aquatics center 
and hundreds of Camas residents 

loudly complained in online forums 
of a perceived communications 
breakdown between city officials and 
the community, the city has launched 
Engage Camas, an online platform 
designed to be “an alternative to tra-
ditional public engagement.” 

“As many people know, traditional 
public engagement or community 
involvement usually involves attend-
ing a public meeting or providing a 

written submission to the city coun-
cil,” the Engage Camas site informs 
Camas residents. “This can be time 
consuming and inconvenient; it can 
also be a little intimidating. Engage 
Camas gives you the opportunity to 
have your say on issues that are im-
portant to you, at a time and place of 
your choosing.” 

Engage Camas asks residents to share thoughts, concerns

By doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

During a year of unprec-
edented challenges, sev-
eral Washougal residents 
maintained — and in some 
cases increased — their ef-
forts to make their commu-
nity a better place. 

Their deeds have not 
gone unnoticed. On April 
23, Washougal Mayor Mol-
ly Coston presented Tom 
Pastore, Cindy Reidel, 
Pam Clark and Rochelle 
Ramos with “Hometown 
Heroes” awards in recog-
nition of their volunteer 
services and community 
leadership actions in 2020.

Reidel and Pastore re-
ceived the Rose M. Jewel 
Volunteer of the Year 
Award, which honors “in-
dividuals who give above 
and beyond to the entire 
community,” according to 
the city.

Reidel and Pastore col-
lect items for the Hathway 
Clothing Closet, the Gate-
way Church, the Salvation 
Army and Refuel Washou-
gal; receive and distribute 
pet food and supplies for 
the West Columbia Gorge 
Humane Society; and co-
ordinate information and 
items for local foster care 
programs, among other ac-
tivities.

“You’re a wonderful part 
of our community,” Coston 
told them after presenting 
them with a plaque.

Pastore and Riedel told 
Coston they were especial-
ly honored to receive an 
award named for Jewell, 
the city’s assistant to the 
city manager. 

“The reason we volun-
teer here is because of 
Rose,” Reidel said. “When 
we moved from Vancou-
ver to Washougal, we kept 
driving to Vancouver to 
volunteer at Share Van-
couver. Then one day I said 
to Tom, ‘There’s got to be 
something here in Wash-
ougal,’ so I called city hall 
and Rose answered. She 
said, ‘I can get you plugged 
in.’ And plug us in she did.”

Clark received the Com-
munity Leadership Award, 
which honors those who 
“engage like-minded indi-
viduals to build relation-

Washougal 
honors 

Hometown 
Heroes

Four residents 
honored for 
service, leadership 
in 2020

Online tool 
billed as city’s 
‘alternative to 
traditional public 
engagement’
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‘WINTER’ SPORTS BEGIN
Basketball, wrestling teams ready for 
weeks-long season  Sports, Page A6

By Kelly Moyer
Post-Record editor

A little more than one 
year after winning a last-
minute, write-in cam-
paign to lead the city of 
Camas, Mayor Barry Mc-
Donnell is stepping down 
and handing the reins 
to Mayor Pro Tem Ellen 
Burton. 

“Over the last few 
months, it has become 
clear to me that the needs 
of this Council, City and 
community are such that 
balancing a full-time job 
and family, while run-
ning the day-to-day op-
erations as Mayor in our 
form of government is not 
sustainable for me,” Mc-
Donnell wrote in a letter 
sent to Camas city staff 
and media late Tuesday 
afternoon, May 11. 

The mayor said his 
role leading the city “has 
taken up so much of his 
physical and emotional 
presence” with his “rapid-
ly growing children” and 
that he feels uncomfort-
able missing out on their 
lives. 

McDonnell and his 
wife, Anastasia McDon-
nell, who moved to Cam-
as from Florida in 2016, 
have four children under 
the age of 15. 

McDonnell entered the 
2019 mayoral race as a 
write-in candidate just 
five weeks before the gen-
eral election in November 
2019, telling the Post-
Record in 2019: “there 
seemed to be a conflict 
of interest in how we ap-
proached things (in city 

leadership) … when I look 
at how we operate as a 
city, it feels like there is 
a disconnect between the 
mayor and citizens.” 

The newcomer to poli-
tics, like many Camas 
voters, opposed the city’s 
ballot question in 2019, 
which asked voters to 
decide if they wanted to 
build a $78 million com-

Camas mayor 
resigns; hands 
reins to Burton
Barry McDonnell, who won write-in 
campaign in November 2019, cites 
need for more time with children

contriButed Photo courteSy oF city 
oF caMaS

Camas Mayor Pro Tem Ellen 
Burton took over for outgoing 
Mayor Barry McDonnell on 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021. 

See Mayor, page A8

contriButed Photo courteSy oF city 
oF caMaS

Camas Mayor Barry 
McDonnell, elected in 
November 2019, resigned on 
Tuesday, May 11, 2021. 
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trict leaders said then they 
will know they’ve achieved 
their equity goal “when 
the factors that predict 
any student’s success or 
opportunity are no longer 
correlated with any group 
identity.” 

Several of the parents 
who spoke at the Monday 
night school board meet-
ing and submitted written 
comments said they are 
concerned about “critical 
race theory,” an academic 
movement that originated 
with civil rights scholars 
in the 1970s that seeks to 
critically examine how so-
cial, cultural and legal is-
sues relate to race and rac-
ism in American society. 

Thompson said he be-
lieved critical race theory 
“is actually teaching chil-
dren to be racist,” and 
accused the school board 
of “trying to introduce a 
woke, illiberal agenda.” 

“We are not a racist 
country,” Thompson said, 
“and your liberal and di-
visive agendas are being 
pushed on our children 
and brainwashing them 
into thinking we should 
judge others based on a 
characteristic they cannot 
change.” 

Thompson said everyone 
on the board who voted for 
the equity policy should 
“immediately resign.” 

“The community is com-
ing for you,” Thompson 
said. “You thought by hop-
ping on the ‘woke train’ it 
would save all of you, but 
you had no idea about the 
sleeping giants that have 
been (awoken) by your il-
liberal push. We’re tired 
of these woke agendas ru-
ining our schools and our 
children’s futures. And I 
can’t wait to see the board 
this next year, as it’s going 
to look very di� erent if you 
keep this up.” 

Dacey Thompson, a 
Camas mother of two, also 
spoke Monday night and 
said her children’s educa-
tion “has been a joke over 
the last 14 months” due 
to COVID-19 restrictions 
that implemented remote, 
then hybrid and now four-
days-a-week of in-person 
learning at Camas schools.

“Children are not af-
fected by this virus,” she 
said. “My child’s right to 
fresh air does not stop at 
someone else’s fear … it is 
time to remove the mask to 
allow oxygen to get to their 
brains.”

According to a mid-April 
2021 report by the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics, 
at least 297 children in the 
United States have died 
of COVID-19 and nearly 
15,000 children have been 
hospitalized due to compli-
cations from the coronavi-
rus. 

Dacey Thompson ac-
cused the school board of 
“government overreach” 
that used “masks to keep 
people silent” and said she 
would not be allowing her 
children to continue at-
tending Camas schools. 

Like most of the speak-
ers Monday night, neither 
of the Thompsons wore 
masks, despite a district 
policy requiring guests 
at in-person school board 
meetings to wear face cov-
erings over their noses and 
mouths. 

Camas School District 
Superintendent Je�  Snell 
later told the Post-Record 

“several people cited a 
medical note for not wear-
ing their masks during 
the meeting” and said the 
district would review the 
state’s directive regarding 
masks at indoor meetings 
“and communicate that 
in our board meeting at-
tendance requirements for 
future meetings.” 

Snell added that some of 
the concerns shared  Mon-
day were frustrations with 
COVID-19 protocols that 
are established by state 
and county public health 
departments. 

“This has been a chal-
lenging year with a lot 
of polarized views about 
how to navigate the pan-
demic and best serve our 
students,” Snell said. 
“Throughout the year, 
we’ve seen the protocols 
(for COVID-19 preven-
tion) evolve based on the 
current situation with the 
pandemic. We expect that 
to continue and will stay 
up to date with them.” 

Another parent, Kelsey 
Hartley, who said she had 
lived in Camas for about 10 
years, said she also did not 
agree with the district’s eq-
uity policy. 

“I do not agree with the 
new equity agenda,” Hart-
ley said Monday. “As we all 
know, regardless of how 
much money you have or 
what your experience is, 
life will never be fair. It 
doesn’t matter what race 
you are, it will never be 
fair.” 

Hartley said her chief 
concern was that she saw 
“buzzwords in the equity 
(policy) that sound like 
communism.” 

“Social justice and Black 
Lives Matter as an organi-
zation we want to follow?” 
Hartley said. “Black Lives 
Matter is a misnomer. If 
they really cared about 
Black lives, there would be 
major unrest in the ghet-
tos. This is like Chicago, 
L.A.” 

“I know there have been 
horrible, abysmal things 
and behaviors of racism in 
our schools,” Hartley add-
ed. “However, I also feel 
that it is not going to work 
to try to make life fair for 
everybody. It’s impossible.” 

Local health 
practioner claims 
he knows COVID 

cure, accuses 
board of ‘pure, 

unadulterated evil’
Scott Miller, a certi� ed 

physician assistant who 
runs Miller Family Pedi-
atrics in Washougal, was 
one of those who spoke out 
against masks and other 
COVID-19 safety proto-
cols at the Monday evening 
school board meeting. 

“I don’t know anybody 
that’s died (from COV-
ID-19),” Miller said. “I’ve 
treated 350 COVID pa-
tients. Do you know there’s 
treatment? … I treat peo-
ple every day. I had 90 CO-
VID patients come into my 
clinic last month.”

Miller then falsely 
claimed ivermectin, a drug 
used to treat parasites in 
animals, as well as vita-
min D and vitamin C were 
cures for the novel corona-
virus that has killed nearly 
600,000 Americans since 
March 2020. The Europe-
an Medicines Agency and 
the United States Food and 
Drug Administration have 
both said the available 
data “does not support the 
drug’s use for COVID-19 
outside of well-designed 

clinical trials.” Likewise, 
the World Health Organi-
zation has warned against 
using ivermectin for CO-
VID-19. In February, 
the drug’s manufacturer, 
Merck & Co., Inc., stated 
it has found ivermectin 
has “no scienti� c basis for 
a potential therapeutic ef-
fect against COVID-19” as 
well as “a concerning lack 
of safety data in the major-
ity of studies.” 

In his comments to the 
school board on Monday, 
Miller said he has felt an-
ger “every day” because 
of the Camas School Dis-
trict’s leaders and railed 
against the district’s re-
quirement for students to 
wear masks during their 
in-person learning days. 

“Do you not know what 
you’re teaching these kids 
or what you’re doing to 
them?” Miller asked. “Or 
do you know and you don’t 
care, which is nefarious 
and evil? It’s either gross 
negligence or pure, un-
adulterated evil.” 

Miller also brought up 
an o� -campus COVID-19 
outbreak that impacted 
more than two dozen Cam-
as High students and their 
close contacts and was 
linked to a student party 
where teens were socializ-
ing with their peers with-
out masks. 

Miller said he would 
talk to students in his pe-
diatric practice about the 
outbreak and when they 
would tell him it was bad 
that their peers had broken 
COVID-19 safety protocols 
and gathered unmasked, 
he would pull out his 
phone and bring up photos 
of himself “hanging out 
with a bunch of buddies in 
Montana, skiing, in a bar 
with live music,” and say, 
“No, they’re doing exactly 
what kids should be doing: 
(being) engaged in life.” 

Miller drew applause 
from the audience at the 
board meeting, and went 
on, saying he did not allow 
his own children to wear 
masks during the pan-
demic. 

“I do not allow them 
to wear a mask,” Miller 
said. “I did not allow them 
to wear a mask when we 
went to the airport and got 
on a plane.” 

The pediatric care pro-
vider added that he has 
been “begging and beg-
ging” parents to unenroll 
their students from Camas 
schools, reject COVID-19 
safety protocols such as 
wearing face coverings in 
public and to “start acting 
normally, letting go of the 
fear-mongering.” 

Other parents also spoke 
against the mask require-
ments for Camas students 
attending in-person class-
es. The district does o� er 
fully remote learning op-
tions for all of its students. 

Geri Rubano, of Camas, 
said she was speaking for 
her son, a Camas student.

“Mask wearing presents 
severe risk of harm and 
should not be required for 
children,” Rubano told the 
school board on Monday. 

Rubano compared the 
district’s mask-wearing 
policy to “forced medical 
experiments performed on 
human subjects without 
express permission,” and 
said she did not consent to 
her son “or any child in this 
district” being masked.

“Shame on you,” Ruba-
no, who slid her mask 
down around her chin 
while speaking, told the 
board before walking away 
to applause and cheers 
from the crowd gathered 
inside the district’s board 
room on Monday. 

Camas School Board 
President Tracey Malone 
said the school board will 
not change its policy re-
garding its requirement to 
wear masks at the in-per-
son board meetings. 

“If community members 
are unable to wear a mask, 
even for medical reasons, 
we will ask that they view 
a live feed of our meeting 
outside of the board room 
and submit public com-
ment in writing,” Malone 
told the Post-Record on 
Tuesday. 

Malone added that the 
school district does not 
implement critical race 
theory into its curriculum. 

“Our focus on equity 
is the mission of the dis-
trict to see and serve each 
student,” she explained. 
“Talking about student ex-
periences and owning our 
responsibility as a district 
to better serve students 

can be uncomfortable but 
we want to be clear that 
conversations in the class-
room around historical 
racism or systemic racism 
doesn’t correlate to a cur-
riculum.”

“We understand that 
critical race theory is an 
academic movement focus-
ing on systemic racism and 
we do not have curriculum 
based on this movement,” 
Malone added. “Our equity 
policy, approved in 2016, 
is about eliminating the 
predictors and barriers to 
student achievement. We 
hold several equity forums 
throughout the year.”

The district will host its 
next equity forum in the 
fall of 2021, Malone said. 

COVID-19 rates 
continue to climb
After the 55-minute 

public comment period on 
Monday, Snell gave his su-
perintendents report. 

“Unfortunately, (COV-
ID-19 transmission) rates 
are going up,” Snell said. 

On Tuesday, Clark 
County Public Health re-
ported a rate of new CO-
VID cases of 276.6 per 
100,000 residents, up from 
110 cases per 100,000 resi-
dents in early April. 

Snell said though the 
state has given clear 
guidance on how school 
districts could reopen 
classrooms as COVID-19 
transmission rates fell, the 
guidance for what to do 
when students are already 
in the classrooms but com-
munity COVID rates are 
climbing is less clear. 

“At this point, there are 
not a lot of recommenda-
tions for transitioning out 
(of a low or moderate CO-
VID activity rate),” Snell 
said Monday.

He said district sta�  are 
not recommending making 
another transition, pos-
sibly going back to a more 
restrictive hybrid learning 
model, “at this point.” 

“We would love to have 
the rates go down,” Snell 
said. “We continue to re-
mind our community to 
wear masks, distance and 
do the things that help our 
students remain in class.”

Snell added that “an-
other wild card” was the 
FDA’s announcement this 
week that it has approved 
the P� zer-BioNtech COV-
ID-19 vaccine for children 
ages 12 to 15 in addition to 
all people age 16 and older.

With that announce-
ment, several people in the 
audience cried out “no” and 
“not approved” and “exper-
imental” in regard to the 
COVID-19 vaccines.

Snell said district lead-
ers continue to “recognize 
the importance of mini-
mizing transmission for 
students and sta� ,” and 
urged the school board to 
think about what in-per-
son learning will look like 
when students return in 
the fall for the start of the 
2021-22 school year. 

Board member Connie 
Hennessey said she would 
like district sta�  to look 
into possibilities surround-
ing the district’s require-
ment that masks be worn 
during recess and while 
children are outdoors. 

Malone said the board 
“continues to strongly en-
courage and enforce masks 
inside schools,” and said, if 
COVID-19 rates continue 
to climb in Clark County, 
“it could be necessary to 
return back to our hybrid 
model and/or cohorting of 
students.”

To view the May 10 
school board meeting, visit 
bit.ly/33xSd3R.

Camas:
From page A1
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Local public health 
officials urge masks 
indoors, vaccinations

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

With the COVID-19 ac-
tivity rate now four times 
higher than it was just 
three weeks ago, Clark 
County Public Health of-
ficials are urging every-
one who is eligible to get 
vaccinated against the 
coronavirus and wear face 
coverings in public indoor 
spaces to help slow the 
spread of the virus. 

“The data continues to 
show that the vaccines 
provide the best protec-
tion against COVID-19, 
particularly against hos-
pitalization and death,” 
Dr. Alan Melnick, Clark 
County health officer and 
Public Health director said 
this week. “With virus ac-
tivity rising and hospitals 
getting busier, it’s more 
important than ever to get 
vaccinated.”

The county was averag-
ing about 21 COVID-19 
cases per day in mid-July. 
This week, that number 
increased to nearly 140 
cases per day, causing the 
county’s COVID-19 activ-
ity rate to jump from 50 
cases per 100,000 resi-
dents on July 22 to 191 cas-
es per 100,000 residents on 
Aug. 12. 

During the 2020-21 
school year, the Washing-
ton Department of Health 
split COVID-19 activity 
levels into three groups: 
high, moderate and low, 
with “moderate” being 50 
to 350 cases per 100,000 
residents. Clark County 
dipped into the “high” ac-
tivity range in December 
2020 and January 2021, 
when local COVID-19 ac-
tivity rates ranged from 
386 to 473 cases per 
100,000 residents. 

In a Facebook post pub-
lished on Friday, Aug. 
13, Clark County Public 
Health officials said COV-
ID-19 case rates are rising 
in all age groups, “with the 
highest rates among young 
adults 20 to 39 years old” 
and case rates for children 
and young adults age 10 
to 19 “increasing over the 
last month” with numbers 
for that age group now 
approaching those seen 
during the height of the 
pandemic in the winter 
of 2021. According to the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC), 
adults ages 18 to 49 ac-
counted for the largest in-
crease in COVID-19-relat-
ed hospitalizations in the 
week ending July 24.

At least 300 people in 
Clark County have died 
from COVID-19 since the 
start of the pandemic in 
March 2020. 

Public health officials 
blame low vaccination 
rates, more contagious CO-
VID-19 variants and more 
people gathering in groups 
for the rapid increase in lo-
cal COVID-19 cases.

“Hospitalization rates 
are also increasing and 
are now nearing the highs 
reached in December and 
January,” the county re-
ported in a news release 
about increasing CO-
VID-19 rates. “Statewide 
data shows that most peo-
ple being hospitalized with 
COVID-19 are not fully 
vaccinated. A recent report 
from the state Department 
of Health shows that 95 
percent of people hospi-
talized with COVID-19 
through July 24 were not 
fully vaccinated.

People ages 12 and older 
are eligible to receive a CO-
VID-19 vaccine. In Clark 
County, about 57 percent of 
the eligible population are 
fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, and 63 percent 

COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations 
increasing again

Medical commission 
eyes 13 complaints 
against Scott Miller; 
GoFundMe raises 
$29K for his defense

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record editor

A state medical commis-
sion charged with ensuring 
physicians and physician 
assistants provide quality 

health care to Washingto-
nians has received more 
than a dozen complaints 
involving a Washougal pe-
diatric health care provid-
er who has railed against 
distance-learning and 
students wearing masks 
inside schools during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Stephanie Mason, the 
public information officer 
for the Washington Medi-
cal Commission (WMC), 
told the Post-Record the 
WMC has received a total 
of 13 complaints against 

Scott Miller, a physician 
assistant who runs Mill-
er Family Pediatrics in 
Washougal. 

Of those 13 complaints, 
seven are “currently un-
der investigation,” one is 
undergoing a legal review 
and two are still in the 
“complaint intake” stage, 
Mason said. 

Although Mason was 
unable to provide details of 
the individual complaints, 
she said the WMC “is 
aware, interested and lis-
tening to the community 

concerns expressed in the 
complaints.”

Miller, who moved to the 
Camas-Washougal area 
in 2014 and established a 
popular pediatric practice 
in Washougal in 2017, has 
become a vocal critic of 
several public health mea-
sures meant to curb the 
spread of COVID-19, an 
illness that has led to the 
deaths of more than four 
million people — including 
over 620,000 Americans 
and 300 Clark County res-
idents — over the past 17 

months. 
The complaints lodged 

with the WMC are not 
the first to target Miller’s  
controversial stance on in-
ternationally accepted CO-
VID-19 precautions.  

On Nov. 23, 2020, an 
anonymous complaint 
came into the state’s CO-
VID-19 violations center, 
reporting Miller for pro-
moting anti-mask rhetoric 
on social media sites. 

Miller was “gloating 
about how Miller Family 
Pediatrics … doesn’t use 

masks” and said he “has 
to ‘teach’ clients about how 
worthless masks are,” the 
complainant stated. “He 
talked about the stupidity 
of people taking the pan-
demic seriously” … “then 
shared a barrage of anti-
quated or false information 
regarding COVID.” 

“I’m mortified that a 
health care ‘expert’ is en-
dangering the lives of 
hundreds or thousands of 
people in my community,” 

Washougal pediatric care provider investigated

John Hess, 64, 
remembered as 
‘selfless, respected’

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

A 64-year-old Washou-
gal man died in a motorcy-
cle crash in eastern Wash-
ington on Aug. 10.

John Hess was riding 
a motorcycle on Highway 
12 near Pomeroy, Wash-
ington, when he left the 
roadway and crashed into 
a ditch, according to the 
Washington State Patrol. 
He was taken to Garfield 

County Memorial Hospi-
tal, where he died.

“If anyone knows and/or 
is close to him, you know 
exactly what kind of man 
he was and always will 
be,” Kayte Hess, John’s 
daughter, wrote in an 
Aug. 12 Facebook post. 
“All I can say at this very 
moment is hold your loved 
ones close to you and real-
ize that life is too short to 
choose not to live it to the 
fullest. My father was al-
ways so great about know-
ing what that meant, and 
it’s time that people really 
try to understand what it 
means to do this.”

Washougal man dies 
in motorcycle crash

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

The Washougal School 
Board resumed in-person 
meetings this month for 
the first time since a May 
25 school board meeting 
ended in disruption and 
police citations against 
three community mem-
bers. 

The board members 
opted for virtual meet-
ings in June and took 
their normal summer hi-

atus in July, but decided 
to meet in-person again 
on Aug. 10. 

Also returning were 
some of the same com-
munity members who 
had prompted the school 
board to call the Wash-
ougal police in May and 
a group of Washougal 
residents upset by the 
district’s new equity and 
inclusion policy, as well 
as a statewide mandate 
that will require stu-
dents and staff in Wash-
ington’s K-12 schools to 

wear masks at the start 
of the 2021-22 school 
year as COVID-19 case 
and hospitalization rates 
continue to increase. 

Patricia Bellamy, one 
of three local women is-
sued citations for disor-
derly conduct after try-
ing to re-enter the May 
25 school board meeting 
— which had been re-
cessed after one of the 
women refused to put on 
a face covering — spoke 
during the Aug. 10 meet-
ing and criticized the 
district’s newly approved 
equity, inclusion and di-

Washougal School Board 
resumes in-person meetings

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

With the return of full regular-
season schedules, state tourna-
ments and mask-free competi-
tion, many prep sports in Camas 
and Washougal will look and feel 
more familiar this year. 

“It looks like we’re getting a 
little bit back to normalcy as far 
as what athletics should look like. 
It’s exciting,” Washougal High 
School football coach Dave Hajek 
said two days before his team’s 
first practice of the 2021 season 
on Aug. 18. “As a society, we’ve 
learned more about (COVID-19), 
and that’s why we have some of 
the guidelines that we have.”

Hajek said masking was “nec-
essary, but kind of a nuisance.” 

“We’re all excited to be back 
with sports and back at school 
and have the chance to start to 
get back to what we love,” Hajek 
said. 

Camas High School’s football 
teams also began practicing 
on Aug. 18. The rest of the Pa-
permakers’ and Panthers’ falls 
sports squads will hold their first 
workout sessions next week.

“We’re looking at a ‘regular’ 
season of athletics, so I’m super 
excited about that,” Camas High 
athletic director Rory Oster said. 
“We’ve created great schedules 
for our teams, who are going to 
travel and play some awesome 
competition. I’m excited that we 
get a real season with full sched-
ules and playoffs at the end. It’s 
great. It’s where the kids need to 
be right now.”

All of the local squads played 
condensed, postseason-free 
schedules during the 2020-21 
school year, with the Washington 
Interscholastic Activities Associa-
tion (WIAA) requiring student-
athletes in the vast majority of 
sports to wear masks during com-
petition. 

According to updated health 
guidelines released Aug. 11 by the 
Washington State Department of 
Health (DOH), masks will not be 
required to compete in outdoor 
sports but are recommended in 
settings where unvaccinated ath-
letes, coaches, athletic trainers 
and/or support personnel are in 
close proximity during the 2021-
22 school year. 

“You have to know where and 
when to wear a mask. You have 

to know what to do in certain 
situations,” said Hajek, also the 
Panthers’ track and field coach. 
“It makes our jobs a little harder, 
but I will say the kids so far have 
done a great job of adapting to 
what we’ve asked them to do with-
out much problem. They’re like us 
— they don’t want to wear masks. 
But most people realize we have 
to do what’s best for our society, 
so if that means wearing masks, 
we’ll wear masks. If that means 
we don’t have to, we won’t.”

The DOH guidelines state 
masks are not required for ath-
letes while competing in low-con-
tact or moderate-contact indoor 
sports regardless of vaccination 
status, but are required for unvac-
cinated athletes in high-contact 
indoor sports such as basketball 
and wrestling, and encouraged 
for all athletes while practicing 
indoors.

“Everything we’ve learned the 
last year-and-a-half (revolves 
around) the constant moving 
goalposts,” Oster said. “While 
they say ‘This is what needs to 
happen for wrestling and basket-
ball,’ that’s so far off that I’m not 
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Washougal gets 
$1M loan for water 

treatment plant
News, Page A3

See Crash, page A9

Community members return to speak 
out against masks, new equity policy

See Meeting, page A5

See Complaints, page A8

See COVID-19, page A6

Washougal High School football player 
Gavin Multer runs the ball during a 
March 2021 game.  

ContriButeD photos Courtesy oF Kris Cavin

Camas volleyball player Emmy Hansen 
wears a mask as a COVID precaution 
during a February 2021 match. 

Camas basketball player Sammi Guffey 
dribbles during a game in May 2021, 
and wears a mask as a precaution 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

State loosens guidelines around 
prep sports in time for school year

See Preps, page A9



There Are Many Reasons To CallTo CallT
Kent Place in Camas

“Home Sweet Home.”
Choose to make your new home at 

beautiful Kent Place, located in Camas. 
YoYoY u’ll find a compassionate care team and 

a friendly community where daily life is sweet. 

Kent Place
Senior Living 2647 NW Kent Street     enlivant.com

Camas, WA 98607
360-834-3988

• Personal care

• Individualized care plans

• Three meals served daily

• Studio and 1 bedroom apartments

• Social & recreational programs

• Housekeeping & laundry

• Medication management

• Urgent placement

Call 336600--883344--33998888 today to ay to ay

schedule your personalized visit!!

Skamania County
SKAMANIA COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH IS SEEKING A 

SKAMANIA COUNTY CLERK 
DEPUTY CLERK  1

Salary Range $3,323 monthly with benefits

Full job description and county application and submittal information  
can be found on the Skamania County website at 

www.skamaniacounty.org under Human Resource tab.

Skamania County is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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stated the complainant.
Around the same 

time, Miller was promot-
ing unproven COVID-19 
remedies, including hy-
droxychloroquine and iver-
mectin — neither of which 
are approved by the Fed-
eral Drug Administration 
as treatment for SARS-
CoV-2, the coronavirus 
that causes COVID-19.

In October 2020, Miller 
was featured in an article 
and video posted on Clark 
County Today, a media site 
owned by former Clark 
County Councilor David 
Madore, touting the drugs’ 
purported bene� ts. 

A few months later, on 
May 10, Miller attended an 
in-person Camas School 
Board meeting, where 
he refused to follow the 
board’s policy regarding 
face coverings — “I will 
not allow my children to 
wear masks ... I didn’t al-
low (masks) when we went 
to the airport and got on 

a plane,” Miller told the 
school board members — 
and again promoted iver-
mectin and vitamin ther-
apy to treat COVID-19, 
calling the unproven 
remedies “a cure” for the 
deadly coronavirus and 
accusing the school board 
of “gross negligence” and 
“pure, unadulterated evil” 
for requiring masks inside 
schools and implementing 
distance-learning policies 
during the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“It actually cures,” 
Miller insisted about iver-
mectin — an antiparasitic 
medicine shown in a recent 
large-scale clinical trial 
known as the Together 
Trial to have very little 
bene� t for COVID-19 pa-
tients — during the May 10 
meeting. “So the question 
is, ‘Where are you getting 
your information?’ Some of 
us know the science. Do you 
not know? Or do you know 
and don’t care?” 

GoFundMe raises 
$29K to help pay 
Miller’s legal fees
Miller has hundreds of 

loyal patients in the Cam-
as-Washougal area who 
have been speaking out — 
and opening their wallets 
— in support of the Wash-
ougal physician assistant. 

A Camas resident 
named Joshua Brock re-
cently started an online 
crowd-sourcing GoFund-
Me campaign to raise mon-
ey for Miller’s legal fund in 
the face of the Washington 
Medical Commission com-
plaints. 

“Our community’s be-
loved family health prac-

titioner, Scott Miller, P.A., 
is the subject of multiple 
unfounded complaints to 
the (Washington Medi-
cal Commission),” Brock 
wrote on the GoFundMe 
page. “The expenses to de-
fend his license to practice 
medicine and managing 
those who are denied ac-
cess to care are mounting. 
He needs our help if he is 
to continue serving our 
community.” 

On the GoFundMe page, 
Brock describes Miller as 
a health care practitioner 
many parents turn to after 
striking out with other pro-
viders. 

“He is known to readily 
� nd answers to di�  cult 
childhood health issues 
that other pediatricians 
are either stumped by or 
brush o�  as something 
that will pass,” Brock 
wrote about Miller. “Scott 
is sought out by parents 
who have tried multiple 
physicians, therapists and 
practitioners without suc-
cess. In so many cases, 
Scott is able to � nd solu-
tions for these children and 
their distraught parents.” 

Many of Miller’s patients 
agree. As of Aug. 16, the 
GoFundMe page for Mill-
er’s legal defense bills had 
been shared more than 
1,400 times and 164 people 
had donated $29,825, with 
many people donating 
$200 or more. 

“We stand behind you 
and support you,” wrote a 
person identi� ed as Jenna 
Kauzlaric on the GoFund-
Me site who donated $200 
to Miller’s legal defense 
this week. “Praying for 
wisdom and strength as 

you climb out of this val-
ley and onto the mountain 
top. You have a community 
of people that support you 
and your mission of speak-
ing truth. It is the weak 
and naive that are trying 
to tear you down.” 

“We stand with you 
100%!” wrote another do-
nor, identi� ed as Sandy 
McCausland, who gave 
$100 to Miller’s GoFund-
Me two weeks ago. “Your 
willingness to search be-
yond ‘standard, cookie-
cutter’ options to � nd rem-
edies uniquely tailored to 
our individual problems 
has had an invaluable ef-
fect on our health and 
wellbeing! We need you, so 
please keep up the � ght!!!” 

One donor, identi� ed 
as RaeShel Peck, donated 
$300 and said Miller was 
“the most amazing doctor” 
their children had ever had 
and was needed by his pa-
tients. 

On his clinic’s Facebook 
site and on his clinic’s 
main website, Miller ad-
dressed the GoFundMe 
established to pay for his 
legal defense and said the 
“attacks” against him 
“have been brought on by 
a small handful of people 
that have no ties to our 
medical practice, and by 
pharmacies and hospitals 

that have a zero tolerance 
policy on family members 
asking that I help them ad-
vocate for loved ones that 
have been admitted and 
written o�  in our current 
system of dismissiveness 
and neglect.” 

“I don’t know that I have 
the words to adequately 
describe the deep sense of 
love and connection I have 
received from you, the 
families I serve, and those 
that have reached out to 
me in this deeply challeng-
ing time,” Miller wrote. “I 
have read your words. I 
have seen your generosity. 
Many of you have actually 
prayed over me and for my 
amazing sta�  to be able 
to continue to provide the 
type of care that everyone 
as human beings deserves 
to receive, regardless of af-
� liations or ideologies.” 

Miller said his decision 
to become a health care 
provider was not his choice, 
but one that was “o� ered 
to (him) by the highest au-
thority,” and asked his sup-
porters to “continue to pray 
for us and our mission to 
serve those who have been 
willfully and tragically ig-
nored.” 

Miller was not able to an-
swer the Post-Record’s re-
quests for comment before 
the paper’s print deadline.

Complaints:
From page A1

A GoFundMe campaign to raise money for Washougal 
physician assistant Scott Miller has raised nearly $30,000. 
Miller, the founder of Miller Family Pediatrics in Washougal 
and an outspoken critic of mask mandates, is the subject of 13 
complaints fi led with the Washington Medical Commission.

SCREENSHOTS BY KELLY MOYER/POST-RECORD

Scott Miller, a Washougal pediatric health care provider, states 
his opposition to various COVID-19 precautions, including masks, 
during a May 10, 2021, Camas School Board meeting. 
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Senior player a rock for team in turmoil:
Sports, Page A6

By Kelly Moyer
Post-Record staff writer

There are four people vy-
ing for two seats on the Camas 
School Board in the Nov. 2 Gen-
eral and Special Election. 

Incumbents Erika Cox and 
Corey McEnry each face one 
challenger: Jeremiah Chevro-
let Stephen, a Vancouver in-
surance agent, is competing 
for Cox’s District 2 seat, while 
Ernie Geigenmiller, the owner 
of Lacamas Magazine, is com-
peting against McEnry for the 
board’s District 1 seat. 

The Post-Record reached out 
to all four candidates to learn 
more about why they want to be 
a part of the school board and 
heard back from both incum-
bents and Geigenmiller in time 
for this newspaper’s print dead-
lines. Stephen’s responses will 
be included in an online version 
of this article at camaspostre-
cord.com on Thursday, Oct. 21. 

Position No. 1: Corey 
McEnry

Like Cox, incumbent Camas 
School Board member Corey 
McEnry said he is devoted to 
improving and strengthening 
the public education system. 

“I believe in public education,” 
McEnry, Camas native who has 
been a music teacher in the 
Hockinson School District since 
2008, and served on the Camas 
School Board since 2018, told 

The Post-Record this week. “I 
have devoted my life and career 
to public education. Public edu-
cation is the great equalizer in 
our society, and I volunteer as 
a member of the Camas School 
Board to make sure that each 
student has the resources, tools 
and experiences they need to 
be successful throughout their 
time in our schools so that they 
may grow up to be thoughtful, 
creative, and contributing mem-
bers of our community.”

McEnry said he also believes 
experience matters. 

“As a National Board-certi-
fied high school teacher of over 
13 years here in Clark County, 
I have used my experiences in 
the classroom to guide my de-
cisions as a board member,” 
McEnry said. “These experi-
ences give me a unique perspec-
tive on the board. I understand 
how the decisions made by a 
board can have a profound im-
pact, directly and indirectly, on 
the students and teachers in 
our classrooms because I have 
experienced the intended and 
unintended consequences of 
those decisions myself. Every 
decision I have made as a board 
member has been weighed and 
examined through the eyes of a 
teacher wanting what is best for 
kids.”

The school board director 
also sees public education in 
Camas through the eyes of a 
parent these days. McEnry and 
his wife, Kristin — also a teach-
er — have one daughter, Molly, 
a fourth-grader at Helen Baller 
Elementary School. In 2030, 

Molly will be the fourth genera-
tion in McEnry’s family to grad-
uate from Camas schools. 

“I’m proud to have grown up 
and lived in Camas, and I’m 
optimistic about raising my 
daughter in the same hometown 
that allowed my grandparents, 
parents and myself to become 
who we are today,” McEnry 
said. “I realize how fortunate I 
was to receive the education I 
received in Camas, and (voters) 
can count on me to unite tradi-
tional Camas values and expe-
riences with innovative, 21st-
century skills and knowledge to 
position each Camas student for 
success in their chosen pathway 
after graduation.”

Asked to name what he be-
lieves to be the school board’s 
top-three responsibilities, 
McEnry said “leading by exam-
ple; responsibly managing tax-
payer funds and resources and 
engaging with stakeholders.”

“The primary responsibility 
of a school board member is to 
collaborate with their board 
colleagues, superintendent and 
district staff on articulating a 
mission and vision for the dis-
trict and overseeing its execu-
tion,” McEnry explained, add-
ing that the current Camas 
School Board members all bring 
“unique experiences and back-
grounds to the position” while 
still striving “to make informed 
decisions based on reviewing all 
the facts and data presented to 
us while leading in a respectful 
and civil manner that Camas 
deserves.”

Being fiscally responsible 

with taxpayer dollars also plays 
a huge role in McEnry’s work on 
the school board, he said. 

“One of the biggest reasons 
for our district’s success has 
been the consistent support 
from our taxpayers. A major-
ity of our voters throughout our 
recent history have consistently 
supported bonds and levies in 
order to maintain the Camas 
School District’s tradition of 
caring, quality and growth,” he 
said. “As a steward of taxpayer 
funds, I take the responsibility 
of efficiently and carefully allo-
cating those precious resources 
very seriously. Through my ef-
forts and those of my board 
colleagues, we have sought not 
only to invest in new and up-
dated facilities in Camas, but 
also to maintain our existing 
facilities to prolong their useful-
ness. We have adapted to new 
funding models forced on us by 
the state legislature and sought 
to balance tax burdens on our 
patrons with the quality of pro-
grams we deliver and that our 
community has come to expect.”

McEnry said the board has 
pursued “both conventional and 
creative opportunities to invest 
in projects for our district’s fu-
ture that will yield a high rate 
of return for our community, 
such as modernizing our bus 
fleet, partnering with Sharp to 
develop our project-based learn-
ing campus, and the acquisition 
of the Leadbetter Campus (for-
merly Underwriters Laborato-
ries).”

By Kelly Moyer

Post-Record staff writer

The Washington Medical 
Commission (WMC) has 
suspended the license of a 
Washougal physician as-
sistant accused of promot-
ing unfounded COVID-19 
“cures” and interfering 
with hospitalized COV-
ID-19 patients. 

The WMC said today it 
has suspended the license 

of Scott C. Miller, head of 
the Miller Family Pediat-
rics clinic in Washougal 
“pending further adminis-
trative proceedings.” 

Miller is accused of pro-
moting the ivermectin as 
a cure for COVID-19 and 
has prescribed the drug, 
typically used a dewormer, 
“without adequate exami-
nation to at least one per-
son, with no reliable clini-
cal studies that establish 
its efficacy in preventing 

or treating COVID-19,” ac-
cording to the WMC. 

The Commission also al-
leges that Miller, who has 
been a vocal opponent of 
COVID-19 mandates, and 
often appears in-person at 
Camas School Board meet-
ings to rail against mask 
requirements and remote 
education, interfered with 
the care of hospitalized 
COVID-19 patients, “en-
gaging in a hostile and 
threatening public cam-

paign against both hospi-
tals and individual physi-
cians regarding COVID-19 
treatment.” 

Complaint: At 
least two people 
being treated by 

Miller have died of 
COVID-19

The WMC has accused 
Miller of treating at least 
four COVID-19 patients 

with medication not ap-
proved by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA). 

Those patients included a 
39-year-old man who spoke 
to Miller over the phone for 
about 20 minutes in May 
2021, and told Miller he 
was experiencing conges-
tion, cough, headache and 
fatigue and had tested pos-
itive for COVID-19. Miller 

State suspends Washougal PA’s license

See Miller, page A2

Scott Miller, of 
Miller Family 
Pediatrics, 
accused of 
prescribing 
unfounded 
COVID-19 ‘cures’ 
in wake of 
patient deaths

VOTE 2021

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

Former Washougal mayoral can-
didate Derik Ford, 45, has died.

The Washougal Police Depart-
ment received word of Ford’s death 
from the Fairview, Ohio, police 
department on Friday, Oct. 15, 
according to Washougal sergeant 
Kyle Kinnan.

Kinnan said 
the Fairview Po-
lice Department 
did not divulge 
additional de-
tails about Ford’s 
death, but added 
that the Ohio po-
lice department 
was at the “very 
beginning” of 
its investigation 
and would likely 
send a copy of their report to Wash-
ougal police once it was complete. 

The Washougal Police Depart-
ment is “scrambling to get more 
info” about Ford’s death and hop-
ing to release additional details as 
soon as Monday, Oct. 19, Kinnan 
told The Post-Record. As of this 
newspaper’s print deadline, police 
had no updates on the circum-
stances surrounding Ford’s death. 

Ford, who owned 2 Rivers Bar 
and Grill in Washougal and sever-
al massage parlors in Oregon, fin-
ished in second place in the August 
primary election, beating Washou-
gal City Councilman Paul Green-
lee for a chance to compete against 
the top vote-getter, Rochelle Ra-
mos, as Washougal’s next mayor in 
the Nov. 2 general election. 

Ford suspended his campaign  
after being arrested on a domes-
tic violence charge on Sept. 15. He 
was scheduled to appear in court 
on Nov. 2, and had already pleaded 
not guilty to a fourth-degree as-
sault charge as well as to addition-
al allegations that he had repeat-
edly violated a no-contact order. 

Ford’s name appears on the Nov. 
2 General and Special Election 
ballots sent to Washougal voters.

Washougal 
mayoral 
candidate 
Ford dies
Derik Ford suspended 
campaign in September 
after being arrested for 
domestic violence

Derik Ford

See Camas, page A8

By Doug Flanagan

Post-Record staff writer

Washougal residents 
may soon notice a few park 

upgrades around their city. 
The city is finishing up a 

series of upgrades at Haml-
lik Park and is now setting 
its sights on upgrading 
the more than 20-year-old 

playground equipment at 
Lower Hathaway Park. 

Work at Hamllik Park 
shifted into high gear this 
month, with the removal 
of two unused, deteriorat-

ing sheds; the installation 
of new benches and tables; 
and repainted restrooms. 
Now, the city is working 
to repair a bicycle track at 
Hamllik Park and replace 
leaky roofs on the dugouts 
at the baseball field. 

The city also has or-
dered a new playground 

for Hamllik, which should 
arrive by mid-November, 
according to Michelle 
Wright, the city’s public 
works business adminis-
trator. 

“I think the playground 
was 23 years old, so it was 
definitely time for some 
upgrades there,” Wright 

said of the Hamllik Park 
improvements. “This is a 
really special park. It’s got 
amazing parking and al-
lows neighbors to play and 
recreate and have barbe-
cues.”

The city used $100,000 

Washougal eyes more parks improvements
With Hamllik Park upgrades nearly complete, city leaders 
hope to replace aging playground at Lower Hathaway Park

See Parks, page A7

ContriButeD photos (leFt to right) Courtesy oF Corey MCenry, ernie geigenMiller, eriKa Cox anD JereMiah stephen

Four people are competing for election to the Camas School Board in the Nov. 2 General and Special Election. From left to right are: Incumbent Corey 
McEnry (Position 1) and his challenger, Ernie Geigenmiller, and incumbent Erika Cox (Position 2) and her challenger, Jeremiah Stephen. 

4 vie for Camas School Board 

Candidates discuss the Camas School District’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, ongoing 
superintendent search, funding challenges and recent outcry over ‘critical race theory’
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FURNACE 

MAINTENANCE
BEFORE WINTER

• Wills & Trusts 
• Probate
• Guardianships
• Elder Law

Call For FREE Consultation  •  Licensed in WA & OR

Law Office of 

360-450-2557 • FritzlerLaw.com

Jon M. Fritzler

Call For Free Estate Planning Consultation
360-818-4431 • FritzlerLaw.com • Licensed in WA & OR

Brown s
410 NE Garfield St., Camas • 360-834-3692

www.brownsfh.com

Ron & Cathy Brown

A Dignified and Affordable 
Option for Every Family

325 NE 3rd Ave., Camas
360-834-4563

www.straubsfuneralhome.com

• Ensures your loved one 
never leaves our care for 
a third party crematory 
provider

• Ensures your family’s 
peace of mind on where 
your loved one is at all 
times

• Ensures your family is 
receiving your loved one’s 
ashes back

• Ask us about our  
Safe-Guard Technology for 
our burial or cremation 
offerings 

To ENSURE your peace of mind,
we own & operate our own crematory

With over 100 years of serving the Camas-Washougal community; we’re here to serve.

For More Than 69 Years
Caring Staff • Convenient Location • Beautiful Grounds

A Tradition 
of Caring

Family Owned Cemetery, Funeral Chapel  
and On-Site Crematory.
Service and Prices for All Needs

Pre-Arrangement Plannning

1101 NE 112th Ave. - Vancouver, WA
360.892.6060
EverGreenMemorialGardens.com

6 Years in a Row
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DEATH 
NOTICES

PUBLIC 
MEETINGS

Washougal City Coun-
cil: The Council will 
hold a remote workshop 
at 5 p.m. and remote reg-
ular meeting at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 25. For 
more information about 
the agenda or about how 
to watch or listen to the 
meetings, visit cityof 
washougal.us/129/Agen 
das-Minutes.

Camas School Dis-
trict: The Camas School 
Board will meet at 5:30 
p.m. Monday, Oct. 25, 
in the Dennison board 
room at the Zellerbach 
Administration Cen-
ter, 841 N.E. 22nd Ave., 
Camas. Masks are re-
quired for in-person 
meeting attendees. To 
watch a livestream of the 
board meeting, visit the 
Camas School Board’s 
YouTube channel at bit.
ly/camassb. Citizen com-
ments will be accepted 
in written form and in-
person. To send a writ-
ten comment, email gail.
gast@camas.wednet.edu 
by 3 p.m. Oct. 25. 

Washougal School 
District: The Wash-
ougal School Board 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 26, on 
Zoom and in-person at 
Canyon Creek Middle 
School, 9731 Washougal 
River Road, Washougal. 
Masks are required for 
in-person attendees. To 
submit a written com-
ment, email kori.kelly@
washougalsd.org by 3 
p.m. Oct. 26.

Dawson, George Fred-
erick, Jr., 91, Vancou-
ver, died Oct. 10, 2021. 
Brown’s Funeral Home, 
360-834-3692.

Hood, David Adam, 71, 
Camas, died Oct. 15, 
2021. Brown’s Funeral 
Home, 360-834-3692.

Kitchen, Mac, 90, 
Washougal, died Oct. 17, 
2021. Straub’s Funeral 
Home & Columbia River 
Cremation, 360-834-
4563.

Knapp, John A., 90, 
Washougal, died Oct. 10, 
2021. Straub’s Funeral 
Home & Columbia River 
Cremation, 360-834-
4563.

Kulani, Cheryl Joanne, 
72, Brush Prairie, died 
Oct. 12, 2021. Brown’s 
Funeral Home, 360-834-
3692.

Mounier, Ruth E., 94, 
Washougal, died Oct. 17, 
2021. All County Crema-
tion and Burial Services, 
360-718-7948.

Walker, Mary E., 97, 
Camas, died Oct. 13, 
2021. Straub’s Funeral 
Home & Columbia River 
Cremation, 360-834-
4563.

placed the patient on a regimen 
of vitamins as well as ivermectin, 
dexamethasone and azithromycin 
without conducting a physical ex-
amination, according to the WMC 
complaint, and “failed to counsel 
(the patient) on the possible in-
teraction between ivermectin and 
dexamethasone and did not order 
follow-up testing to monitor and 
address possible impact on (the 
patient’s liver) function.” 

Miller also is accused of pre-
scribing ivermectin to an unvac-
cinated patient who had been 
admitted to the hospital after 
becoming “unresponsive with un-
readable stats” and respiratory 
failure due to COVID-19. After re-
fusing intubation and leaving the 
hospital against medical advice 
on Sept. 3, 2021, the patient re-
ceived a prescription from Miller 
for ivermectin “to treat head lice,” 
according to the WMC complaint. 
The patient’s wife called 911 that 
same day because her husband 
“had acute hypoxic respiratory 
failure and needed to be sedated 
and intubated.” That man died 
eight days later.

The WMC also alleges that, In 
July 2021, Miller treated another 
unvaccinated COVID-19 patient 
with ivermectin and sent her an 
oxygen tank to use at home. The 
patient came into the hospital one 
week later, on July 19, and died 
on July 27. 

The WMC states in its com-
plaint against Miller: “Ivermectin 
is not part of the hospital protocol 
in treating COVID-19 patients. 
Ivermectin is not part of the NIH 
protocol for treating COVID-19 
patients. These protocols are not 
considered standard of care treat-
ment for COVID-19.”

Miller also is accused of threat-
ening hospital sta�  and physi-
cians and of convincing family 
members of ill COVID-19 patients 
to push for their loved ones to re-
ceive unproven treatments. 

One patient sought care from 
a local hospital emergency room 

on July 17, 2021, according to the 
WMC complaint. He was unvac-
cinated and su� ering from symp-
toms of COVID-19. The patient’s 
family sought an emergency in-
junction to have the man treated 
with ivermectin — something the 
patient’s wife told hospital sta�  
that her children had pushed her 
to go after the injunction on Mill-
er’s advice, despite the fact that 
Miller had never treated or exam-
ined her husband. The man died 
from COVID-19 complications 
less than three weeks later. 

The WMC complaint states 
that Miller has violated state code 
related to unprofessional conduct 
for a medical provider, including 
“incompetence, negligence or mal-
practice, which results in injury 
to a patient or which creates an 
unreasonable risk that a patient 
may be harmed;” as well as “an 
act involving moral turpitude, dis-
honesty or corruption … whether 
that act constitutes a crime or 
not;” and “promotion for personal 
gain of any unnecessary or inef-
� cacious drug, device, treatment, 
procedure or service.” 

Miller cited by 
California Physician 

Assistant board in 2014
Miller also is accused of lying 

on his initial Washington medi-
cal licensing application by deny-
ing another investigation by the 
California Physician Assistant 
Board.

Public records show that, in 
March 2014, the California Phy-
sician Assistant Board cited 
Miller for providing medical 
care to patients “without super-
vising physician authorization 
to do so,” writing prescriptions 
“without conducting physical ex-
aminations,” writing drug orders 
for controlled substances “with-
out the approval of a supervis-
ing physician,” and for failing to 
document and maintain medical 
records for patients. 

“The case was initiated based 
on a complaint submitted to the 
Medical Board of California al-
leging that while employed at Cal 
Family Health you wrote drug or-

ders for controlled substances for 
family and friends who were not 
patients of Cal Family Health,” 
wrote the executive director of 
the Physician Assistant Board in 
the citation order. “You were not 
authorized (by) your supervis-
ing physician to provide medical 
treatment or write drug orders 
for persons who were not patients 
of your supervising physician or 
Cal Family Health. You did not 
receive the approval from your su-
pervising physician to write drug 
orders for controlled substances.”

The board ordered Miller to 
“immediately cease treating per-
sons and issuing drug orders for 
persons that are not patients of 
your supervising physician or the 
practice where you are employed,” 
pay a $2,500 � ne and enroll in an 
ethics course. 

According to California re-
cords, Miller, who graduated 
from San Joaquin Valley College 
in 2006, relinquished his Califor-
nia physician assistant license 
before it came up for renewal in 
2015. Miller and his wife, Shelly, 
moved to the Camas-Washougal 
area in 2014, according to the 
Miller Family Pediatrics’ website.  

The WMC said Miller applied 
to the Washington Medical Com-
mission for a physician assis-
tant credential in October 2013. 
Though the California investiga-
tion had started in August 2012, 
with investigators interviewing 
Miller in February 2013, the 
WMC said Miller marked “no” on 
his application when asked if he 
was the subject of an investiga-
tion by any licensing board.

During its investigation into 
Miller in October 2020, the WMC 
asked the Washougal physician 
assistant about any past investi-
gations by other licensing boards. 
The WMC said Miller falsely 
claimed he had already disclosed 
the California investigation in his 
initial application.

GoFundMe raises $47K 
to help fund Miller’s 

legal defense
Miller has hundreds of support-

ers in the Camas-Washougal area 

who have spoken in defense of the 
Washougal pediatric care provid-
er since the WMC investigation 
began.

In July, a Camas man named 
Joshua Brock started a GoFund-
Me to raise money for Miller’s le-
gal fund in the face of the Wash-
ington Medical Commission 
complaints. 

“Our community’s beloved 
family health practitioner, Scott 
Miller, P.A., is the subject of mul-
tiple unfounded complaints to the 
(Washington Medical Commis-
sion),” Brock wrote on the Go-
FundMe page. “The expenses to 
defend his license to practice med-
icine and managing those who are 
denied access to care are mount-
ing. He needs our help if he is to 
continue serving our community.” 

On the GoFundMe page, Brock 
describes Miller as a health care 
practitioner many parents turn to 
after striking out with other pro-
viders. 

“He is known to readily � nd an-
swers to di�  cult childhood health 
issues that other pediatricians 
are either stumped by or brush 
o�  as something that will pass,” 
Brock wrote about Miller. “Scott 
is sought out by parents who have 
tried multiple physicians, thera-
pists and practitioners without 
success. In so many cases, Scott 
is able to � nd solutions for these 
children and their distraught par-
ents.” 

As of Oct. 15, the GoFundMe 
had been shared more than 2,000 
times, and nearly 300 people had 
donated a total of $46,947 to help 
Miller fund his legal defense. 

Miller has 20 days to respond to 
the WMC’s suspension notice. 

Stephanie Mason, the WMC’s 
public information o�  cer, told 
The Post-Record in late Septem-
ber the Commission was investi-
gating 17 cases and had three new 
allegations against Miller and 
had also authorized an investiga-
tion into Miller’s supervising phy-
sician, Dr. Rick L. Jackson, with 
the Vancouver-based Ashbrook 
Medical clinic. 

Neither Miller nor Jackson re-
sponded to The Post-Record’s re-
quest for comment in time for this 
newspaper’s print deadline.

Miller:
From page A1

KELLY MOYER/POST-RECORD FILES

Washougal Physician Assistant Scott Miller (left), the founder of Miller Family Pediatrics, pulls his mask down to speak against COVID-19 mask mandates during a 
Camas School Board meeting on Aug. 23, 2021. 

DID YOU MISS 
AN EVENT?

The Post-Record has 
you covered. 

Check out  
Camaspostrecord.com 

for additional photos and 

local breaking news.
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