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A SMALL SNOWFALL OF SNOW GEESE – There are  not billions but there are thousands and thousands of snow geese, with 
cackling  geese among them. Birders are saying that there are an extraordinary number of snow geese, far more than normal 
migrating here this year. They say arctic fox, predators in the summer arctic breeding grounds, were scarce this year. This early 
October photo was taken at Hayton Farms Preserve on Fir Island                                                                                          – Photo by Sarah Walls

THE NEW NORMAL INCLUDES OLD FASHIONED HOMECOMING 
DANCES – It is great that La Conner High School students once again 
had a Saturday night dance as part of Homecoming. Before they went 
to festivities at The Vinery, Hallie Walls (sophomore), Samuel Williams 
(sophomore), Zaira Najera (sophomore Class Princess) and Steven 
Willcutt (sophomore Class Prince) hung out in front of Nasty Jack’s.  
                                                                              – Photo by Sarah Walls

By Ken Stern

Voting is underway for this year’s local elections. 
Ballots were mailed to Skagit County voters Oct. 
13. In greater La Conner three La Conner town 
council positions and Fire District 13’s commission-
er position 2 are contested.

A prerecorded forum off ers a look at the 
candidates. The pairings are Ivan Carlson versus 
John Leaver, Rick Dole against Bill Stokes and 
Glen Johnson facing MaryLee Chamberlain. View 
the forum at the Skagit County League of Women 
Voters website: skagitlwv.org.

The forum, prerecorded Oct. 13, was organized 
in a partnership between the League and the La 
Conner Weekly News. Susie Deyo, president of 
the La Conner School District Board of Directors, 
moderated the hour long Zoom presentation.

Between their opening and closing remarks, the 
candidates responded to questions submitted earlier 
by town residents and curated and fi nalized by 
Weekly News editor Ken Stern, Britt Wisniewski 
and the League’s voter services committee.

La Conner residents – and everyone interested in 
the town’s elected government – can go on line now. 
The forum will be available through election night, 
Nov. 2.

Appointed FD 13 Commissioner John Doyle 
seeks to be elected. Swinomish member Erid Day 
is challenging him.

Ballots can be dropped off  at the county ballot 
drop box at the La Conner library on Morris Street 
or mailed. They must be postmarked by Nov. 2.

Register to vote online through Oct. 25 or at the 
Skagit County auditor offi  ce through 8 p.m. Nov. 2.

Online and mail registrations must be received 8 
days before Election Day.

Stream the La Conner council candidates forum 
at League of Women Voters website: skagitlwv.org.

Call and question the council candidates right up 
until you cast your ballot if you want more informa-
tion from them. 

Town council, FD 
13 commissioner 
balloting begun

Help get all ballots counted quickly:
• Vote and return your ballot now
• Sign your ballot envelope
• Use a county dropbox
• Mail your ballot by Oct. 27
Election drop boxes nearby:
La Conner Regional Library, 614 E. 

Morris Street.
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community:

Social Services Building, 17337 Reser-
vation Road.

Ballots must be in drop boxes by 8 p.m. 
Nov. 2. 

You can register to vote on election day.
Voting information and register to vote 

at VoteWa.gov.
Skagit County Elections: 360-416-1702

You have your ballots
Use them!

By Ken Stern

Monday Mayor Ramon Hayes notifi ed the La 
Conner Town Council of a 3 p.m. Oct. 20 special 
meeting to establish an interview schedule for 
candidates for the vacant council position 1. The 
three applicants are Bill Bruch, Richard De Shon 
and Annie Taylor. They met the application criteria 
and applied by the Oct. 15 deadline.

The council packet and link to attend the meet-
ing are at Town Hall and the Town’s website: 
townoflaconner.org/151/Town-Council-Coun-
cil-Meeting-Packet.

The meeting will be conducted via Zoom video 
conference only:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82309353878?p-
w d = U D N l a H B Y O V N q W H I 1 N W h s Z -
mOzM05NZz09

Meeting ID: 823 0935 3878 with passcode: 8pg-
wHK. 

Phone: 1-253-215-8782 with Passcode: 258010.

Council vacancy topic 
at 3 p.m. Wednesday 
special council meeting

By Ken Stern

Finally! Construction is set for fi ve 
homes along the northern edge of Chan-
nel Cove, the Home Trust of Skagit 
development on Park Street near Cale-
donia Street and Maple Avenue in La 
Conner. Executive Director Jodi Mon-
roe says construction will start in Jan-
uary. That is a disappointing two year 
delay, a result of a long regulatory en-
vironmental review before the onset of 
the coronavirus pandemic, assembling 
funding and then construction related 
labor, material and cost complications.

Monroe has been optimistic all along. 
“It’s a lift of love to get these homes 
built,” she said Thursday. “I want to see 
kids at a kitchen table and kids in their 
bedrooms.”

The potential homeowners have had 
pandemic-related challenges of their 
own, she said. “When they lose their 
jobs, you don’t have home buyers.” She 
has three buyers who have qualifi ed, 
going through a process that includes 
a home buyers education class, pre-
qualifying for a loan, getting pre-
approved from a lender and working 
with Home Trust staff  through steps 
leading to home inspection.

Home Trust makes purchasing 
possible for people living in Skagit 
County earning up to 80% of the area 
median income: $42,600 for one person 
and $70,550 for a six person household. 
Potential buyers go through standard 
mortgage qualifying processes. “A fi rst 
time home buyer is a big endeavor, 
especially during a pandemic,’ Monroe 
emphasized. “They have to get banked 
and stay banked.” Their mortgage on 
the $200,000 purchase is $150,000.

Home Trust of Skagit assists with 
some $62,000 toward the down pay-
ment, half of the escrow fees, title in-
surance, fi rst year’s property taxes and 
homeowner’s insurance, appraisal and 
recording fees.

The Channel Cove homes will be 
three bedroom, two baths and 1,300 
square feet. 

Of all the numbers Monroe is cal-
culating, her favorite – and hardest to 
solve – is two. Monroe’s quest is fi nd-
ing two more qualifying families to 
purchase the last two homes.

While she seeks qualifi ed buyers, 
Monroe is moving the project through 
the permitting process and coordinat-
ing with BYK Construction, the build-
er. The Sedro Woolley fi rm’s “bid was 
a big pill to swallow,” she said. “It was 
an honest bid but a very expensive 
bid.” She is paying market rate con-
struction. It is not discounted or sub-
sidized by BYK. 

In December they will update her 
on costs, but she is confi dent that 
the numbers will align and they will 
break ground in January, fi nish sub-
stantially in May, and have families 
moving in by late June.

Building out Channel Cove fulfi lls 
the dreams of Cathie Wyman and 
others who had the vision to make 
Southfi eld a reality in 1995, Mon-
roe said. As a community land trust, 
Home Trust of Skagit, owns the land 
underneath the homes.

Home Trust of Skagit has man-
aged the Channel Cove neighbor-
hood since 2011. Their Mount Ver-
non properties are the Summerlynd 
neighborhood and some scattered 
housing. 

Monroe is seeking applicants. She 
questions the viability of home own-
ership for people in this income range. 
They will qualify, but expenses rise 
faster than their wages over the years. 
She is championing them, if they fi nd 
her. 

“Let them text me,” she says. She 
will analyze their applications and get 
them pre-approved for loans. She notes 
they will be buying their homes in a 
very traditional way.

“I don’t want to call it aff ordable 
housing. There is nothing low income 
or aff ordable about it. It’s aff ordable 
compared to a market rate home,” she 
said.

“Text,” she says. “Everyone has a 
smart phone in their hand and I have to 
make it easy on them.”

Five Channel Cove homes will be built in 2022

By Ken Stern and Judy Booth

Linda Clark presented an in-
complete narrative of her advo-
cating for and intervening “on 
behalf of two dogs in town” in 
2014 in her guest column “Why 
I challenged the sale of Hedlin 
Field” in the Oct. 13 Weekly 
News. Skagit County Superior 
Court, Skagit County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce and Washington state ap-
peals court documents off er a 
detailed, offi  cial record showing 
that in January 2015 she was ar-
rested, went to trial that October 
and was convicted on two counts, 
burglary in the second degree, a 
class B felony, and taking/injur-
ing/killing pets, a gross misde-
meanor.

In addition to providing fact, 
the court, as State of Washington, 
plaintiff , v. Linda Renae Clark, 
imposed a ten year harassment 
no contact order, fi led as protect-
ed persons, the victims/family of 
Clark’s actions and convictions.

In a state appeals court opinion 
dated Sept. 25, 2017, the court 
found that a La Conner family 
owned two dogs and hired Clark 
as a dog walker in 2014. After 
they dismissed her that spring, 
Clark threatened them. The fam-
ily called Skagit County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce Deputy Brad Holmes, who 
told Clark “that she cannot go 
back to the residence for any rea-
son or she could be arrested for 
trespassing.” Clark agreed not to 
return to the property. 

But on Nov. 6, 2014, the ap-
peals opinion recounts, the dogs 
were missing from the proper-
ty and the “fence had been cut.” 
Later that day Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
Sergeant Sheahan-Lee went to 
Clark’s house. Clark admitted 
she had the dogs and turned them 
over. The court found “Sergeant 
Sheahan-Lee also noted that both 
dogs did not appear to be neglect-
ed or in need of any care.” One 
dog was under veterinary care 
and was taking medication and 
had not had his medication yet 
that morning. He was not to be 
exercised, yet Clark had walked 
him vigorously.

In a two day jury trial on Oct. 
19-20, 2015, the jury took less 
than three hours to fi nd Clark 

2014 dog death brought burglary felony conviction


