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Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned & Operated

A house becomes a home when 
the ones you love move in

Coldwell Banker Tomlinson Ranch & Home, 
helping loved ones move into the 

community for over 80 years.
1000 Pioneer Way, Moses Lake • 509-766-0300 • www.cbmoseslake.com
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W
elcome to this year’s edition of the Columbia Basin Tourism 
Guide – a guide to enjoying a trip to the Columbia River 
Basin. 

The Columbia Basin has much to offer visitors and plenty of friendly 
people to meet on the trip. As the pandemic hopefully slows to a halt, 
we know readers are looking forward to getting out of the house and 
enjoying time in the outdoors or on adventures visiting family and 
friends. Or, maybe just a simple road trip to get away from it all as in 
our feature by Rebecca Pettingill explaining all there is to see from Soap 
Lake to Grand Coulee Dam, one of the region’s highlights and arguably 
a manmade wonder. 

For those wanting a simple outdoors experience, Cheryl Schweizer 
gives us a tour of campgrounds in the region and a few tips on where 
to find a good swimming pool when it gets hot during our warm, dry 
summers. While there are literally hundreds of lakes of various sizes 
throughout the Columbia Basin to enjoy, sometimes a cool drink and a 
deck chair in the afternoon, while the kiddos play, is what a person really 
needs. 

If you’re up for an adventure, maybe an air show is more your style. 
Staff writer Charles H. Featherstone tells us a bit about what’s in store 
for the Moses Lake Airshow this year. The recently-established event had 
a bit of a rough start due to the pandemic, but organizers are excited to 
expand the show and continue to improve it for aerospace junkies. 

We also know many readers will be budget-conscious this year, so 
we’re including three articles highlighting local boutiques that can 
be found in the Basin that offer affordable shopping options. That is 
followed by a list of thrift shops in the area that have unique treasures, 
including a few antiques and the occasional walk down the proverbial 
Memory Lane. 

For those in the mood for an adult beverage, we’re also offering a 
listing of local breweries and wineries where you can stop in, take a sip 
of something crafted right here in the Columbia Basin, and maybe make 
a friend or two.

Regardless of what your preference is when exploring the Columbia 
Basin, we hope to see you enjoying our communities and making new 
friends. 

Travel safely, and welcome to the Basin. n

EXPLORE
WITH US

COME



COULEE

COOLEST
THE

T
he drive from Soap Lake to the Grand Coulee 
Dam provides numerous opportunities in the 
summertime for locals and visitors alike to enjoy 

what nature in the Columbia Basin has to offer.
The more than 50-mile stretch features unique and 

historic landscapes and lakes both natural and man-
made. The entire route was carved by the erosive forces 
of cataclysmic floods during the ice ages with recently 
built dams adding to that vista.

Starting in Soap Lake, the first place to visit is the 
lake. Soap Lake is known to have the most diverse 
mineral content of any body of water on earth and 
is said to have healing properties, according to the 
Smokiam Resort website. The lake has a shallow edge 
lining, creating a perfect swimming spot. In the summer, 
many people can be seen swimming, floating and 

paddleboarding on the 
lake. Due to the healing 
properties, observing 
people covering themselves 
in the mud of the lake isn’t 
uncommon. Due to the 
mineral content, Soap Lake is fishless, but is home to a 
rare small shrimp and numerous species of aquatic birds 
that live on its shores.

Father’s Day weekend, the lake will be host to the 
city’s annual Soap Lake Hydro Regatta which is a two 
day event of hydroplane races.

Following along state Route 17, at the north end of 
the lake, is the Smokiam Resort. It features a variety of 
accommodations to stay in such as campsites, RV sites, 

EXPLORING THE RESULTS OF 

CATACLYSMIC FLOODS

Banks Lake nestles 
between rock walls north 

of Coulee City.
Rebecca Pettingill photo

Coulee continued on page 8

By Rebecca Pettingill
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J
ones of Washington is a family-owned 

winery with vineyards located along 

the Columbia River in Central Washington.  

As one of the fi rst families to farm these 

productive and scenic lands in wine grapes, 

they are watched and cared for over with 

the upmost care. The same commitment 

is applied to our small-batch artisan 

wines. Jones of Washington was named 

Washington State Winery of the Year in 2012 

and has continued to carry on that legacy.

We have two tasting rooms conveniently 

located Inside the Quincy Public Market 

and inside Pybus Public Market in 

Wenatchee. Having the tasting rooms inside 

of the public markets allows for people to 

enjoy a glass of wine while dining on some 

great local cuisine. You also can do some 

shopping or just sit and chat with friends.

www.jonesofwashington.com

Quincy Tasting Room

1004 F Street SW Quincy

OPEN Monday-Thursday 12-6 

Fri & Sat 12-6 | Sunday 12-5

509-787-8108

Pybus Public Market

7 N. Worthen St. Wenatchee

OPEN Sunday-Wednesday 1-5  

Thursday-Saturday 1-6

509-888-0809

Try one of our Delicious and Refreshing Wine Slushies!Try one of our Delicious and Refreshing Wine Slushies!Try one of our Delicious and Refreshing Wine Slushies!

520768



cabins and tepees in the summer.
Heading north on SR-17, we see a series of lakes 

and caves among the rugged basalt cliffs. Some of 
those include Lenore Lake, the Lake Lenore Caves 
Trail, Lake Lenore Caves State Park and Blue Lake. 
These are perfect for fishing and hiking or exploring. 

Toward the end of the lakes is a steep grade with a 
pull off that has a perfect view of the Sun Lakes. Sun 
Lakes is the term for the numerous lakes along that 
stretch of the corridor of basalt cliffs.

Continuing north, roadtrippers will find Dry 
Falls with a visitor center and viewpoint on the 
right-hand side of SR 17. The viewpoint highlights 
a 3.5-mile-wide, 400 foot high chasm of basalt that 
was once the biggest waterfall in the world. It is now 
dry after the last of several Ice Age floods swept through the Grand Coulee 
thousands of years ago, according to Washington State Parks.

Moving on north, SR-17 connects to US 2. Taking a right at the junction 
leads travelers to Coulee City on the edge of Banks Lake. A campground 
and boat launch can easily be accessed on the left as you travel on US 2. The 
lake is a 27-mile long reservoir popular for fishing, swimming and other 
recreational water activities. As travelers continue north onto SR-155, the 
road traces the lake and has numerous day-use areas, camping and fishing 
spots and hiking trails. 

One feature that stands out is Steamboat Rock. Steamboat rock dominates 
the landscape; rising 800 feet and spanning 600 acres surrounded by water 
and sagebrush. The rock sits on a 3,522-acre state park full of campground 
areas and a large day-use area.

Hopping back on SR-155, the rest of the stretch of road leads through 
Electric City and the city of Grand Coulee before reaching the Grand Coulee 
Dam.

While driving across the dam is no longer an option, there is a visitors 
center with a parking lot that gives the perfect view of the dam. In the 
summers, the dam also puts on a free laser light show after the sun goes down  
that tells the story of Grand Coulee Dam and the Native American heritage 
of the area.

Of course, these are not the only attractions and stops along the nearly 
60-mile stretch. It is up to you to find the spots that steal your attention and 
discover the beauty of the Columbia Basin.  n

Coulee continued from page 6

The pull off above 
Sun Lakes gives 

nearly a bird’s-eye 
view of the corridor 

of basalt cliffs.

INSET: The laser 
light show at Grand 
Coulee Dam is free 

to the public and 
is held late in the 

evening during the 
summer.

Rebecca Pettingill photos
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DISCOVERING 

THE BASIN

Many of the scenic stops may 

require a Discover Pass. 

The Washington State Legislature and 

Governor created the Discover Pass 

in 2011 to offset steep reductions in 

general tax support for parks and 

other recreation lands and facilities 

operated by Washington State Parks, 

the Washington Department of Fish 

and Wildlife and the Washington State 

Department of Natural Resources, 

according to the discover pass website.

The cost for a Discover Pass is $10 for 

a day-use pass or $30 for an annual 

pass. The annual pass is good for one 

year from the date of purchase. They 

can be purchased online at https://

www.discoverpass.wa.gov or at select 

grocery or outdoor store locations.

The annual Discover Pass is transferable 

between two vehicles but can not be 

used for two vehicles at the same time.

The penalty for not having a 

Discover Pass is a $99 fine. 

The Discover Pass is a motor vehicle 

permit only and is not needed  to access 

state recreation lands by boat or by non-

motorized means (foot, horse, bicycle, 

etc.). Motor vehicles used to transport 

recreation equipment, such as vehicles 

pulling horse or boat trailers, must display 

the pass. If you just want to drive through 

state recreation lands managed by 

DNR and WDFW and you do not leave 

your vehicle, you do not need a pass.

WDFW and DNR offer several “free 

days” when a Discover Pass is not 

required to visit these lands.

Free days in 2022 are  April 22, 

June 11, June 12, June 19, Sept. 24, 

Oct. 10, Nov. 11 and Nov. 25.

Free days apply only to day use, not 

overnight stays or rented facilities. 

Columbia Basin Tourism Guide 2022  9
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There’s something special about 
Washington wine, says Michael Stewart, 
and most of it comes from the good fortune 
of being in the perfect grape-growing 
environment.

“We have a beautiful climate for growing 
grapes,” Michael said. “We have this nice, 
big mountain range to our west to block 
the rain, which creates a very dry climate. 

Grapes like dry. They like 
hot and dry, and being 
a high mountain desert 
here, that’s kind of the 

ideal climate for them.”
Michael runs 

the Chris Daniel 

Michael Stewart is cofounder of the 
Chris Daniel Winery at 2743 Hwy. 283 
N. just south of Quincy. He is a vigner-

on – wine growing consultant – who 
helps area vine-growers develop their 

crops. His work in local vineyards gives 
him the inside scoop on choosing the 
best berries with which to make wine.

Chris Daniel courtesy photo

SOMETHING 

SPECIAL IN THE 

COLUMBIA BASIN

Chris Daniel continued on page 12

CHRIS 

DANIEL 

WINERY
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W
ineries and vineyards are scattered throughout the Columbia Basin among potato, wheat, pear, apple and 
a variety of other agricultural land. In recent years, the area has become known for its wines and competes 
with other wine-producing regions around the globe. The dry summers and slightly acidic soils make the 

area perfect for growing grapes that have just the right bit of sweet or tart flavors for a variety of wine options. 

WHITE HERON CELLARS
The tasting room is at 23832 Fine Wine Road NW, 

west of Quincy, off Highway 28. For more information, 
call 509-797-9463 or visit www.whiteheronwine.com.

GÅRD VINTNERS
Gård Vintners has a vineyard on the Royal Slope 

of Washington’s Columbia Valley AVA, with wine 
production in Walla Walla, and tasting rooms in 
Woodinville, Walla Walla and Ellensburg. They also 
have a restaurant that offers their signature wines, 
located at 112 Evergreen Ave NW  in Royal 
City. More information is available 
at wine@gardvintners.com or www.
gardwine.com.

CAMAS COVE CELLARS
Camas Cove Cellars is an ultra-

boutique family-owned winery on 
the shore of Moses Lake, at 911 
Camas Place, Moses Lake. More 
at www.camascovecellars.com, 
509-765-9532, or by email info.
camascovecellars1@gmail.com.

WINCHESTER 
ESTATE WINERY

Located at 7907 Road 11.5 NW, 
Ephrata. The winery is open for tastings 
most weekends May through October. 
For more information: 509-717-3040, info@
winchesterwinery.com or winchesterwinery.com.

JONES OF WASHINGTON
Tasting rooms are in the Quincy Public Market, 

1004 F St. SW, Quincy, and at Pybus Public 
Market in Wenatchee. Call 509-787-8108 or visit 
jonesofwashington.com.

GINKGO FOREST WINERY
The tasting room is at 22361 Road T. 7 SW, 1 1/2 

miles north of Mattawa, on the west side of Highway 
243. Contact the winery at 509-932-0082 
or visit ginkgowinery.com.

ERRANT CELLARS
Errant Cellars is a boutique winery at 15 B St. SE, 

Quincy, producing small quantities of hand-crafted, 
award-winning wines. More at errantcellars.com and 
509-289-9422.

MILBRANDT VINEYARDS
The tasting rooms are located at 508 Cabernet Court 

in Prosser and 707 U.S. Hwy. 2, Leavenworth. For more 
information, visit www.milbrandtvineyards.com.

BURKE VINEYARD
The tasting room offers syrah, merlot, 

malbec, cabernet sauvignon, sangiovese 
and a red blend at 16236 Road 10 SW, 
west of Royal City. For more, call (509) 
750-6962 or visit www.burkevineyard.
com.

CASCADE CELLARS
They are found at 2873 Wild 

Goose Road NE in Moses Lake, 
(206) 399-3105, or by email at info@
cascadecellars.wine.

BEAUMONT 
CELLARS WINERY

The winery and tasting room at 8634 
Road U NW, Quincy. For information, visit 

www.beaumontcellars.com or contact (509) 717-
8885

CAVE B ESTATE WINERY
Cave B Estate Winery is within the Ancient Lakes 

American Viticultural Area and neighbor to the Gorge 
Amphitheater: 348 Silica Road NW, Quincy. Reach the 
winery at 509-785-3500, caveb.com.

FOXY ROXY WINE COMPANY
The winery and vineyards are between Royal City 

and Othello at 3744 Highway 26. More at www.
foxyroxywines.com or 509-989-0760.
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Winery with his wife Dianne Stewart and their son Chris 
Daniel Stewart, the winery’s namesake and the vintner at 
Chris Daniel Winery just south of Quincy. The winery 
offers everything a wine connoisseur might expect. They 
offer regular wine tastings during the summer, a wine club, 
chocolate pairings and similar events and a venue to hold 
special occasions.  

“We do wine club dinners,” Stewart said. “We have a 
friend who’s a French chef, and he cooks for us and we pair 
our wines with (his meals).”

The winery also offers painting events where visitors drink 
a glass of their favorite vintage and are walked through how 
to paint a picture.

The favorite vintage may help folks be creative, but to the 
Stewarts, it’s serious business. Chris Daniel Winery offers 
12 wines from more affordable viognier and chardonnay 
to petit Verdot and a cabernet sauvignon. All of the wines 
are affordable at $40 a bottle or less, and can be obtained 
through the Chris Daniel Winery’s club, Stewart said.

While Michael says he loves all of the wines the family 
produces from locally-sourced grapes, he does have a 
fondness for last year’s new arrival to the winery, their 
inaugural Sangiovese – which uses a grape originally 
cultivated in Italy – and their rosé.

Michael said he and his son were traveling in Europe 
when they came up with the idea of starting their own 
winery. He is a consultant with various growers in the 
Columbia Basin, helping them ensure their grape crops are 
healthy and solid – something that gives him an advantage 
when choosing grapes for the winery. His son had gotten 
his degree in viticulture and enology at Washington 
State University and studied abroad in Chile, France and 
continues to refine his craft in California’s Napa Valley.

‘(Chris) was in France, and when he finished working 
there, I flew over and met him and we kind of backpacked 
around. … And we started talking about starting the winery. 
And because his skill set had kind of gotten to the point 
where it was, I was comfortable he could make wine on his 
own, and we have a place to make wine,” Michael said.

The main focuses of their discussions – which Dianne 
eventually joined in on – were making sure the wines they’d 
make were high quality and the experiences visitors have at 
the winery matched the quality of the wine, Michael said.

“We wanted people to have a good experience tasting 
wine, and we’ve all tasted wine all over the world, and our 
best experiences were when we got to talk to somebody that 
was intimately involved in the winery, whether that’s an 
owner or a winemaker or a family member,” Michael said.

As a result, a visit to Chris Daniel Winery is a personal 
affair. While they may have staff that help with different 
events, the family is hands-on.

“When you come here, it’s me and my wife or sometimes 
just one of us, but it’s us,” Michael said. “And, because we 
want to tell our story, and show off our wines. So, (visitors) 
come in and we tell them a little bit about who we are and 
tell them about Chris and what he does. Then, as we go 
through each wine, we talk about why that wine is special to 
us and how it’s made.”

Michael said the winery is just one of several in the 
Columbia Basin that people can visit and he encourages 
people to visit all of them. The people are friendly, he 
said, and they’re all friends working together to make 
visits memorable for wine aficionados – or newbies; all are 
welcome. Mostly, he just wants to see people discover what 
it is about Columbia Basin wines that is so special to him 
and his family.

“Washington wines are definitely different than California 
(wines),” Michael said. “I mean, they’re just two different 
styles, generally, but Washington is so unique. You can do a 
world-class cabernet sauvignon, right next to a world-class 
chardonnay. That’s not normal. That’s almost unique in the 
wine world. We’re able to do almost every wine very well, if 
not great, and that – that gives us a big advantage.” 

Chris Daniel is located at 2743 Hwy. 283 N., Quincy, and 
can be reached at 509-398-1417, chrisdanielwinery@gmail.
com. Their website is www.chrisdaniel.wine. n

Chris Daniel continued from page 10

RAISE A GLASS

Beer lovers take notice: the Basin has 

some great breweries to check out:

Ten Pin Brewing

1165 N. Stratford Road, Moses Lake.  

www.tenpinbrewing.com, 509-765-1248

Squirrel Fight Artisan Brewing

530 W. Valley Road, Suite N, Moses Lake.  

www.squirrelfightartisanbrewing.

com, 509-855-1703

Ancient Lakes Brewing Company

1004 F St. SW NO. 12, Quincy. 509-794-0268

Rocky Ford Brewing Company

205 N. First St., Odessa.  

www.rockycouleebrewingco.

com, 509-345-2216 |
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310 S CEDAR, STE. A, MOSES LAKE | 509.785.4443

THE ANSWERS ARE HERE!

52
10
57

www.blackphonebook.com
31 YEARS SERVING THE COLUMBIA BASIN

SEARCH FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES WHILE ON THE GO
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APPARENT

AIR

T
he Moses Lake Airshow had only just gotten start-
ed when the COVID-19 pandemic hit, throwing a 
wrench into attempts to make the event an annual 

Father’s Day weekend draw.
But with pandemic restrictions looking to be a thing 

of the past, air show organizers are looking forward to 
making this year’s show bigger and better than ever.

The Airshow is scheduled for Father’s Day weekend in 
2022. However, unlike the last two air shows, Mueller 
said this year’s show will be on Saturday and Sunday, 
June 18 and 19, rather than on a Friday and Saturday, 
because spectators wanted the show on Father’s Day 
itself as a way to celebrate the holiday.

“There were a lot of 
people in our community 
that just were not able 
to come to the air show 
due to their lives and 
schedules and things like 
that,” Mueller said. “They 
couldn’t do Friday and 
Saturday.”

The public was vocal about the idea, Mueller said.
“There was kind of a groundswell of support for the 

idea of being able to bring dad out on Father’s Day for 
the air show. So we’re making that change,” he added.

MOSES LAKE AIRSHOW 

READIES FOR FLIGHT IN 2022

Grant County Interna-
tional Airport Director 
Rich Mueller guides in 

an Oregon Air National 
Guard F-15 at the start 
of the first Moses Lake 

Airshow in 2019.
Charles H. Featherstone photo

Airshow continued on page 18

By Charles H. 
Featherstone
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Burgers & Brew!!!

www.rocktopburgersandbrew.com
509-766-9000

930 N Stratford Rd, Moses Lake

519822
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910 W. Broadway Ave, Moses Lake

509-765-1611

michaelsonthelake.com

premier restaurant destination!premier restaurant destination!premier restaurant destination!
Moses Lake’s 

51
98

18

Join us daily for social hour 

• Craft Cocktails

• Modern classic

• Highlighted Wines 

• Craft Beers

221 W. Brosway Ave, Moses lake 

509-765-4177 

michaelsmarketandbistro.com

51
98

19

eat, drink, 
shop!
Saturday & Sunday Brunch 

Lunch •  Dinner 

Full Kitchen • Outdoor Patio 

Fresh Bakery

We’ve got you covered!

Fresh Bakery

We’ve got you covered!We’ve got you covered!



The event line-up is still being finalized, in large part 
because things in the world of air shows are so uncertain 
due to long-term repercussions from the COVID-19 
pandemic. Because of that, it’s been a tough two years 
for organizers of large, outdoor mass gatherings like 
concerts, fairs and even air shows, Mueller said. Aerial 
performers and show organizers are still uncertain 
exactly how things are going to sort themselves out, and 
this presents difficulties and possibilities for a smaller air 
show like Moses Lake.

“The air show world is still kind of righting itself,” 
Mueller said. “We’re in a lot better shape than last year. 
But it’s still kind of getting its equilibrium back from 
what, frankly, was a real shock.”

Still, Mueller said air show organizers are finalizing 
this year’s performer line-up. However, coming back to 
the 2022 Moses Lake Airshow are Tom Larkin, former 
U.S. Air Force F-15 pilot and instructor and owner of 

a JSX-2 Subsonex 
mini-jet; and Kyle 
Fowler of Go-
EZ Acrobatics in 
his oddly-shaped 
Rutan Long EZ; 
the Undaunted 
Airshows team of 
Todd Rudberg 
and Stephen 
Christopher.

Scheduled to 
join them this year 
is Canadian pilot 
Mike Tryggvason 
of 10G Aerosports, 
Mueller said.

The remaining 
lineup will be published as soon as it’s available, 
Mueller said. The chaos of the pandemic offers some 

RIGHT: Aerobatics performing 
team Undaunted Airshows, con-

sisting of pilots Todd Rudberg and 
Stephen Christopher, perform-

ing in the skies above the Grant 
County International Airport at 

the 2021 Moses Lake Airshow in 
May 2021. Undaunted Airshows 
is scheduled to perform again at 

the 2022 airshow..

ABOVE: Tom Larkin and his 
Subsonex JSX-2 mini-jet at the 

2021 Moses Lake Airshow. Larkin 
is scheduled to return with his 

mini-jet to the 2022 Moses Lake 
Airshow, which is scheduled to 
be held Father’s Weekend, May 

18-19.
Charles H. Featherstone photos

Airshow continued from page 14
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opportunities that could lead to some surprises in Moses 
Lake this June.

“There’s a lot of shuffling going on right now,” 
Mueller said. “So we’re trying to take advantage of that 
to bring some of the players that maybe we wouldn’t 
be able to get normally but because of other air shows 
having complications.”

As in 2021, spectators will drive out onto the air field 
and park in order to watch this year’s show. That means 
that alcohol will not be allowed — cars, airports and 
drinking do not mix, Mueller said — but with the end 
of any pandemic restrictions, it will end up being more 

like a big tailgate party at a major sporting event.
Unlike the 2021 airshow, there will be vendors selling 

food, big static displays of airplanes — including the 
collection of World War II-era aircraft from the Erickson 
Aircraft Collection in Madras, Oregon — flying 
demonstrations from remote-controlled aircraft and 
even giving pilots who fly in to see the air show a chance 
to display their aircraft, Mueller said.

“This goes hand in hand with wanting to bring in 
people who want to share their love of aviation with 

Airshow continued on page 21
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Jaime Vela Jr. 
Loan Officer

NMLS: 1874905 
Cell: (509) 855-1258
Se Hablo Español

Clark Schweigert  
Branch Manager
Sr. Loan Officer 

NMLS: 180191
Cell: (509) 237-1034

A local lender 
you can trust.

FHA  |  VA  |  USDA  |  Jumbo  |  Refinance  |  Construction  |  First-Time Homebuyer

For over 30 years, we’ve helped 
people secure home financing 
on time and as promised  ® . 

Give us a call today and discover 
what’s possible with Evergreen.

© 2020 Evergreen Home Loans and Evergreen are the trademarks or registered trademarks of Evergreen 
Moneysource Mortgage Company® NMLS ID 3182. Trade/service marks are the property of Evergreen Home 
Loans. All rights reserved. Licensed under: Washington Consumer Loan Company CL-3182. 06/20

Office (509) 855-4025 • www.evergreenhomeloans.com/moseslake
Visit us at:  506 W. Broadway Ave., Moses Lake, Washington 988837
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2022 Grant County Fair
August 16 - 20

3953 Airway Drive NE  •  Moses Lake, WA 98837
509-765-3581  •  GCfairgrounds.com

August 16 - 20

519798

anybody who wants 
to come up and talk 
to them as they’re 
wandering around 
the air show,” Mueller 
said.

Mueller said 
organizers are also 
working this year to 
simplify ticket prices 
and help make the 
Moses Lake Airshow 
one of the region’s premier, late-spring events. 
He also wanted to thank sponsors, especially 
Boeing, which is “all in” this year to help make 
the Moses Lake Airshow happen.

“I really appreciate the way our community 
has gone about this,” Mueller said. “And they 
deserve the best. So we’re gonna give them the 
best that we can.”  n

Airshow continued from page 19

Kyle Fowler of 
Go-EX Aerobat-
ics shows off the 

capabilities of his 
uniquely shaped 

1986 Long EZ air-
craft at the Moses 

Lake Airshow in 
2021.

Charles H. Featherstone 
photos



T
he Columbia River is a natural attraction on those 
long summer days. A picnic by the water, a swim 
off the beach, a day out on the water in the boat all 

maybe mixed with a few days camping. 
Sounds like fun. But where’s a good swimming beach 

picnic spot, boat launch or campground? 
Actually, all that is available at campgrounds and 

recreation areas owned and maintained by the Grant 
County Public Utility District. Providing recreation 
facilities is a requirement of the PUD’s license to operate 
Wanapum and Priest Rapids dams.

Jerri Mickle, PUD license implementation supervisor, 
said the utility offers five campgrounds along the river, 
three that require reservations for camping. 

Campers must reserve a spot at Crescent Bar near 
Quincy, Sand Hollow near Vantage and the Priest 
Rapids Recreation Area at Desert Aire. Two other 
campgrounds, Rocky Coulee north of Vantage and 
Jackson Creek south of Priest Rapids Dam, do not 
require reservations. Rocky Coulee is for tent camping 
only. 

Mickle said camping in particular got a boost from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and now campsites are in high 
demand. She used to say the camping season along the 
Columbia ran from about May 15 to Sept. 15, but not 
any more.

“We start seeing lots of campers earlier,” she said. 
Campers start showing up in early April, about the 

time of spring break – but really, people come camping 

year-round, she said. 
Utility district recreation 
staff used to divide the year 
into three seasons; winter, 
recreation and a transition. 
Now there are just two, 
winter and recreation. 

“We definitely get used 
in the winter months,” Mickle said. 

CRESCENT BAR
The campground at Crescent Bar is open year-round.
Crescent Bar is located about 11 miles southwest of 

Quincy. Opportunities for recreation, especially spring 
through fall recreation, have been developed on the 
shoreline and Crescent Bar Island. 

Crescent Bar offers a playground for children, 
basketball and pickleball courts and a walking trail on 
Crescent Bar Island. There’s a nine-hole golf course, 
concession stand and a place to rent personal watercraft 
such as kayaks and paddleboards. 

“It’s a lot,” Mickle said. “There’s such a wide variety of 
things that people can do.” 

There’s an added bonus.
“Most everything is free,” Mickle said. “You don’t pay 

to park, you don’t pay to launch your boat, you don’t 
pay to use the day use parks.”

However, fees are charged for the campgrounds and 

Chase and Jennifer 
Gutenberg beat the heat 

on the beach at the Cres-
cent Bar Recreation Area 

operated by the Grant 
County PUD.

File photo

REVELRY

RIVER

GRANT COUNTY PUD OFFERS 

RECREATION ACCESS ALONG 

COLUMBIA SHORE

By Cheryl 
Schweizer

Parks continued on page 26
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WELCOME TO OTHELLO

Stop in Othello to shop, eat, stay and play.

 

Visit the Old Hotel Art Gallery and the 

Othello Community Museum

HOME OF THE SANDHILL CRANE FESTIVAL

KIWANIS PARK offers 152 
acres of space with covered 
picnic areas and several 
amenities

PIONEER PARK is the City’s 
oldest public park, located on 
Main Street. The one-acre park 
features a T-33 jet plane on 
display.

OTHELLO

COMMUNITY POOL

If you’re ready for a refreshing 
treat, visit our OTHELLO 

COMMUNITY POOL in Lions 
Park, complete with waterslide, 
lazy river, lap pool, concession 
stand and spray toys for the kids! 

OTHELLO PARKS

Stretch your legs in our City 
Parks:

LIONS PARK spans 26.9 acres 
with many amenities including 
a baseball/softball complex, 
soccer fi eld, tennis court, 
basketball court, skate park and 
covered picnic areas. 

Othello City Hall, 500 E Main Street, Othello WA 99344

www.othellowa.gov • 509-488-5686

the golf course, she said. 
The recreation area underwent a 

multi-year renovation, completed in 
2018, that expanded and upgraded 
many of the facilities. 

There are two boat launches for 
boarding and unloading, with room for 
four boats to launch at once. 

“It really decreases the amount of 
wait time for people who want to 
launch their boats,” Mickle said. 

The on-island boat launch has its 
own loading and unloading dock. 
There’s a separate dock for businesses 
renting watercraft. 

The launches also are designed to 
make it easier for boats to launch even 
when the water is low. Prior to the 
upgrades, it could be difficult to launch 

Parks continued from page 22
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306 S Division • Moses Lake
509-765-2909

25 Basin St NW • Ephrata
509-754-3230 51

99
31

Olde World
Trading Co.

Guns • Jewelry • Instruments • Gifts • and More!

when the water was low; now boats can launch almost 
100% of the time, Mickle said.

Crescent Bar boasts extensive swimming beaches and 
picnic areas.

“There are quite a few covered picnic shelters,” 
Mickle said. Larger picnic areas can be rented for special 
occasions.

A walking and biking trail was built along the shore of 
Crescent Bar Island, about three miles long and most of 
it paved. 

“It (the trail) goes clear to the south end of the island,” 
Mickle said. 

And since there are 
things that people have to 
do no matter where they 
are, the designers added 
more bathrooms. “Out on 
the trail, in each one of the 
parks, in the campgrounds,” Mickle said.

The Crescent Bar campground has 55 spaces with full 
hookups, helping to ensure space is available for visitors 
to enjoy.

Crescent Bar offers a 
wide array of recreational 

opportunities. 
Grant County PUD photo

Parks continued on page 28



“There’s something for everybody. Definitely,” 
Mickle said. 

SAND HOLLOW AND PRIEST RAPIDS
Sand Hollow is about four miles south of Vantage 

on Interstate 90, on the east bank of the Columbia 
River. Its sandy – and large – swimming beaches are 
a popular attraction, along with its riverbank walking 
trail and large day-use area. The day-use portion 
includes some covered picnic areas. Sand Hollow 
has about 30 spaces for campers, some of which are 
accessible for people with limited mobility. 

The Priest Rapids Recreation Area is along the 
riverbank at Desert Aire, about 22 miles south of 
Vantage. It too has a riverbank walking trail and 
covered picnic areas. It also sports a boat launch and 
about 15 campsites. 

Mickle said outdoor recreation has increased 
in popularity in the wake of the pandemic. Many 
people are looking for an opportunity for fresh air 
and sunshine without being shoulder-to-shoulder 
with others.

“We saw a lot of people who had never really 

camped before,” she 
said.

 And that popularity 
doesn’t look like it’s 
going to change as 
people have found they 
enjoy outdoor recreation 
and family time.

“The pandemic has enlightened people to camping, 
and they like it,” she said. “They’re coming back in 
droves.” 

The push to work from home showed people they 
could work anywhere, not just at home. Mickle said the 
market for camping equipment, especially campers, was 
red-hot in 2020, and she had expected to see a lot of 
campers for sale over the winter – but they weren’t. 

People have discovered it’s a good way to go on 
vacation, she said. 

Visitors can check campground availability, make 
reservations and find additional information on the 
PUD website, www.grantpud.org/visit-us.

With all the options the PUD offers, Mickle said 
there’s one activity that tops her list.. 

“I’m a sunshine person, so my favorite thing to do is 
go down and sit on the beach,” she said.  n

Boaters head for the open 
water of the Columbia 

River from the Crescent 
Bar boat launch.

File photo

Parks continued from page 27
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Rocky Reach Discovery Center • Open 9:30 a.m. – 5 p.m., Tuesday - Saturday 
Located seven miles north of Wenatchee on Hwy 97A •  |  | 

DAM GOOD TIME

Open Most Fridays & Saturdays
12:30pm - 4:30pm

Discovering the Future
in the Stories of the Past

415 F St. SW, Quincy, WA  
(509)787-4685 • www.qvhsm.org

*Check the website at qvhsm.org for open days and events
cascademarina.com

(509) 765-6718
8138 Scott Rd NE, Moses Lake, 

Across from Cascade Park

49
00

24

CASCADE MARINA
NUMBER ONE
IN CAMPING

FUN!
NEW FOR 2022

BIG RIG CAMPING -  Up to 50’ Coming Soon!
Pontoon Boat & Rentals

Oversize Boat & RV Storage - 14 x 40                
For Reservations Call (509)766-6745

BOAT REPAIRS BY APPOINTMENT
(509)765-6718

Accessories • Props • Parts • Gas • Oil
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THRIFTY GETAWAY

A
s the pandemic eases, readers may be looking for a chance 
to escape from the four familiar walls of home and hit the 
road. The Columbia Basin offers a plethora of affordable 

recreational opportunities from natural wonders to myriad recre-
ational areas. However, for those who prefer an indoor affair, the 
region’s plethora of thrift stores offer an opportunity to shop till 
they drop. Along the way, they’ll be able to experience the friendly 
people of the Basin and find a few treasures.

COULEE CITY
Coulee City Senior Center 
520 W. Douglas Street 
509-632-8701 
Tue.-Fri.: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

EPHRATA
Ephrata Senior Center  
Thrift Store 
604 Basin Street NW 
509-754-9605 
EphrataSeniorCenter.org  
Wed.-Fri.: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Georgie’s Gently Used 
506 C St. SW 
509-754-0607 
http://georgies-used.edan.io 
Mon-Sat: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Cash Only

Novedades Noemi New & Used 
141 Basin St. NW 
M-F: 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat: 10 a.m.-
4 p.m.

Where the Wind Blows Thrift & 
Antique 
1260 Basin Street SW, No. A 
https://bit.ly/WindThrift  
Mon-Thur: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

GRAND COULEE
Brandy’s Antiques 
19 Midway Ave. 
509-633-7288 
www.brandysantiques.com 

Coulee Wall Variety Store 
414 Midway Avenue 
509-681-0468 
https://bit.ly/COULEEVARIETY 
Mon.-Sat.: 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

MOSES LAKE
Bargain Town Second Hand and 
Recycling 
3839 E. Broadway Ave. 
509-766-1289 
http://bit.ly/BGNTWN 
Tue.-Sat.: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Goodwill 
789 N. Central Drive 
509-765-1769 
Discovergoodwill.org 
Daily: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Senior Center Thrift Store 
602 E. 3rd Ave.  
509-765-1094 
moseslakeseniorcenter.org 
Mon.-Fri.: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

OTHELLO
Madeleys’ Second Hand Store 
80 E. Wahluke St. 
509-488-4050 
https://bit.ly/MADELEYS 
Mon: 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Tues: closed, 
Wed.-Sat.: 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Sun: 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

SOAP LAKE 
Hecklebarney’s Thrift Store 
51 Division St. S. 
509-350-9265 
Wed.-Sat: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Recollections Vintage/Resale 
Store 
241 Main Ave.  
https://bit.ly/
RECOLLECTTHRIFT 
Wed., Thur.: 12-4 p.m. F, Sat: 12-6 
p.m.

Buck-n-Up 
332 Main Ave. E. 
509-793-0476 
http://bit.ly/BUCKNUP 
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

QUINCY 
Habitat for Humanity Upper 
Columbia Basin Thrift Store 
Temporary location: 500 Central 
Ave. S. 
509-787-2144 
M, T, Th, F: 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
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Warning - these products have intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. This product is unlawful outside of WA State.

5384 Road K NW, Quincy • 509.398.8843 • www.AllBud.com

Located in the center of the beautiful 
state of Washington, our budtenders can 
answer all of your questions on the products 
we carry. We are proud to feature locally grown 
products. Our ever changing line-up keeps 
products fresh and interesting.

21+ Recreati onal
Quality ProductsQuality Products

50
54

56
6©

6 miles off  I-90 (Exit 151)

RV/Trailer Access

6.5 miles off I-90 (Exit 151)
RV/Trailer Access

Online Ordering Available
Quality Products

Medical/21+ Recreational
Quality Products

Located in the center of the beautiful state of Washington. 
For all your cannabis needs, make GoodBudS your first stop.

51
99

33

Monday and Saturday: 9am-9pm 
Tuesday-Friday: Noon-9pm Sunday: Closed

GoodBudSstore.com
5384 Road K NW Quincy, WA 98848 • 509.398.8843

Spectacle Lake Resort - In the Beautiful Okanogan -

• RV & Tent Sites 

• Heated Pool

• Fishing 

• Hunting

• Furnished Kitchen 
Units

• Store 

• Water Sports

www.spectaclelakeresort.com
509-223-3433

EMAIL spectaclelake@okcom.org
10 McCammon Rd, Tonasket

45
51

23

BEST PIZZA IN TOWN

Dine In // Take Out // Delivery // Gluten Free Options Available
(509) 797-8888 │ 601 F St SE, Quincy │ ORDER ONLINE @  timeoutquincy.com
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GET IN THE

SWING

COULEE CITY

Vic Meyers Golf Course at Sun Lakes 
34614 Park Lake Road NE, 509-632-5738
“The Vic” is a 9-hole course nestled within Sun Lakes Park 

Resort in the northern end of Grant County. The Scottish 
links style course is open to the public and offers scenery 
for golfers traversing its landscape. The course is open from 
March through October, with season passes available for 
locals or frequent visitors.

CRESCENT BAR

Crescent Bar Golf Course
8894 Crescent Bar Road NW, 509-787-9516
The 9-hole course stretches southward beside the 

Columbia River in Crescent Bar. On the western edge of 
the county and surrounded on three sides by the river, the 
course boasts vibrant greens and fairways thanks to the 
ample irrigation. The course is open to the public year-
round, weather permitting, and offers discounted seasonal 
and annual passes.

Sunserra Golf Course
23572 Sunserra Loop NW, 509-787-4156
Nestled within the Sunserra resort community along the 

Columbia River sits this 9-hole course with views of basalt 
cliffs and the river. The course features challenging greens, 
with approach shots that might almost feel like a PGA 
event. After a round on this par-3 course, golfers can spend 
the rest of the day in their choice of water sports.

DESERT AIRE

Desert Aire Golf Course
504 Clubhouse Way, 509-932-4439
Nestled next to the Columbia River, Desert Aire Golf 

Course has been in operation for more than 50 years. 
The 18-hole course winds through sand and sagebrush, 
rewarding golfers who can avoid the penalties and pitfalls. 

PLAY A ROUND AT THESE 

LOCAL GOLF COURSES

The course has received accolades, including being named 
one of the highest rated public courses in the region.

ELECTRIC CITY

Banks Lake Golf & Country Club
19849 Ludolph Road, 509-633-1400
The northernmost course in the county, Banks Lake Golf 

Course offers views of the lakeshore and surrounding basalt 
walls near Electric City.  The 18-hole public course boasts 
well-kept fairways and greens.

EPHRATA

Oasis RV Park & Golf Course
2541 Basin St. SW, 509-754-5102
Golf and camping come together at Oasis. The 9-hole, 

par 3 course features a fun challenge for golfers to put their 
short game to the test. An 18-hole mini golf course is also 
available for beginners, or golfers looking to “fine tune” their 
short game.

MOSES LAKE

Moses Lake Golf Club
1373 Road F.2 NE, 509-765-5049
Paired with Pillar Rock Grill, the 18-hole private course 

in Moses Lake has built a tradition, featuring a number of 
prominent tournaments and championships. The course 
is known for its “lightning fast” greens and a sandy, desert 
rough that will penalize golfers who veer off the fairway.

The Links at Moses Pointe
4524 Westshore Drive NE, 509-764-2275
Stretching across the western side of Moses Lake, Moses 

Pointe continues to grow in popularity as one of the prime 
stops in the region.  e public 18-hole course traverses 7,400 
yards and offers a unique opportunity for seasoned golfers 
and newcomers alike.

OTHELLO

The Legacy Resort at Frenchman Hills
6549 Highway 262 SE, 509-223-2121
With the Columbia National Wildlife Refuge on one side 

and Potholes Reservoir on the other, the 18-hole course at 
Frenchman Hills is a popular spot for both visitors and year-
round residents of the area. Formerly just a 9-hole course, 
the golf course offers a unique landscape for golfers, or just 
visitors looking for an activity after a day on the water.

QUINCY

Colockum Ridge Golf & RV
17056 Road 5 NW, Quincy, 509-787-6206
This well-maintained 18-hole course offers an open 

landscape and is easily found along Highway 281 in western 
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Grant County. Golfers of all skill levels can find a suitable 
challenge for themselves and enjoy a tasty meal at the cafe 
afterwards. With the RV park beside the course, golfers can 
come for the day, or stay and play for the whole weekend.

ROYAL CITY

Royal Golf Course RV Park
13702 Dodson Road S., 509-346-2052
Enjoying views of the Saddle Mountains won’t be hard 

to do as you traverse the 9-hole course in Royal City.  The 
course has alternate tees available for the back nine to offer 
the feel of an 18-hole course for golfers. Hole 3, with a pair 
of water hazards to look out for, is noted as the signature 
hole golfers look forward to on this course.

SOAP LAKE

Lakeview Golf Course & Country Club

19547 Golf Club Road NW, 509-246-0336
Just outside of Soap Lake, this 18-hole course is one of 

the few in the area where golfers will find fairways lined 
with trees. The private course offers a unique challenge 
for its members across the 6,638 yard, par 71 course.

WARDEN

Sage Hills Golf Club RV Park
10400 Sagehill Road SE, 509-349-2603
Originally a private club when it was founded in the 

early 1960s, the course is now open to the public. The 
Warden course, like many in the area, offers lush, green 
fairways that are surrounded by the sagebrush and sand 
of the desert area. With four tees to choose from, golfers 
of any skill level can find a challenge before relaxing 
at the 19th Hole Bar & Grill, or taking a dip in the 
swimming pool.

The Crescent Bar Golf 
Course boasts nine holes 

surrounded on three sides 
by the Columbia River.

Grant County PUD photo
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SHOOTING FISH
MOSES LAKE CARP CLASSIC 

HAS EYES ON GROWTH

By Charles H. 
Featherstone

D
isneyland.”

That’s how Ty Swartout described Moses Lake.
“I grew up coming here. I’m not from Moses Lake, 

but the West Side, and I like to tell people that this was like 
Disneyland for me,” Swartout said.

He sat at the large table in the dining room of his 
Panorama Heights home overlooking a still-frozen Moses 
Lake cracking behind him.

But his thoughts, as always, are when the weather 
gets warmer, when he can go fishing and hunting in his 
favorite place — the place his father brought him to 
hunt and fish when he was a child.

“I mean, from the time I could barely walk, we 
would come to Moses Lake, fishing and bird hunting,” 
Swartout, 57 and a retired Boeing procurement 
manager, said. “It was a very special place for my dad.”

Swartout said his father never lived to see the home 
his son built overlooking the lake he loved, but from 
that home Swartout could see, beginning in the last few 
summers, a thick green mat of blue-green algae form atop parts of 
the lake. And he wanted to do something about it.

He read about phosphorus loads, sediments, the effects of wind 
in churning a very shallow lake. And he also learned about the 

Trent Treagle unloads his 
carp for the weigh in at 

the Moses Lake Carp Class 
Tournament in 2021.

Sam Fletcher photo
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carp, bottom feeders which also stir up the mud on the 
bottom of the lake, releasing phosphorus and breeding, 
living and dying in the thousands, providing yet even 
more nutrients for the blue-green algae.

“I knew about carp tournaments, so I reached out to 
the Washington Bowfishing Association,” Swartout said. 
“What if I put together a tournament? On Moses Lake? 

We’ll call it the Moses Lake Carp Classic? And would 
you support that?”

That was in 2019. This year, 2022 marks the third 
annual Moses Lake Carp Classic — the event was 
canceled in 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic 

Common carp are found all over the world and can thrive 
almost anywhere.

Leonard G./Creative Commons

Fish continued on page 36
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— which is set to be held on Saturday, May 21, at Connelly 
Park from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Registration for the tournament begins at 6 a.m. the 
day of the tournament, and prizes will be awarded for the 
biggest carp caught, the team that caught the 10 biggest 
fish (when weighed together), the most carp caught, with a 
special prize given to the biggest Koi or goldfish caught.

“Believe it or not, some people release goldfish or Koi into 
our lake,” Swartout said.

Bowfishing is just what it sounds — using a bow and 
arrows to shoot and catch fish. Kenny Vansteenkist, 
president of the Washington Bowfishing Association, said 
he enjoys bow fishing because it’s one of the last unregulated 
sporting activities in the state.

“It’s year-round, and no license is required,” he said. “This 
is an invasive species people don’t want in our lakes, and 
bow fishing is one of the best ways to do that.”

Vansteenkist, a resident of the Tri-Cities area, said he 
travels several times a year to Moses Lake to take aim at the 
lake’s carp, including last year’s carp classic, but said the 

LET’S GO FISHIN’
With the arrival of spring, it’s time to get 

out your pole and net, clean off that 

boat and get ready to go fishing.

According to the Washington Department of 

Fish and Wildlife, state licenses to catch fish or 

collect shellfish are needed to catch anything 

except common carp, crawfish or bullfrogs or 

the collection of relic shells. In addition, licenses 

to catch salmon, steelhead, sturgeon, halibut or 

Puget Sound Dungeness crab will also include 

a catch record to track your harvest, and must 

be returned to the department even if you don’t 

catch anything, according to WDFW’s website.

Licenses can be purchased online at the 

department’s website (http://fishhunt.dfw.

wa.gov; you must create an account), 

by calling the department at 360-902-

2464, or by visiting a license dealer.

Freshwater licenses for Washington residents 

aged 16-69 are $29.50, $7.50 for seniors and 

$84.50 for non-residents. Licenses are good for 

the year. For more details on the cost of fishing 

licenses, check out the WDFW website http://

wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/fishing/types-fees.

In Adams County, you can buy fishing 

licenses at the following retailers:

- Ritzville Hardware, 108 W. First 

Avenue, Ritzville, 509-659-0381

- The New Mar Don Resort, 8198 Highway 

262 SE, Othello, 509-346-2651

- Walmart, 1860 E. Main Street, 

Othello, 509-488-9295

In Grant County, you can buy a Washington 

state fishing license at the following locations:

- Ace Hardware, 716 13th Avenue 

SW, Quincy, 509-787-0480

- Banks Lake Lodge, 109 N. 6th Street, 

Coulee City, 509-632-5596

- Big 5 Sporting Goods, 815 N. Stratford 

Road, Moses Lake, 509-764-0337

- Big Wally’s, 9944 Hwy 2 E, 

Coulee City, 509-632-5504

- Buck N Up, 332 Main Avenue E, 

Soap Lake, 509-431-4553

- Coulee Playland Resort, 401 Coulee 

Boulevard E, Electric City, 509-633-2671

- Washington State Department of Fish 

and Wildlife, Region 2 Office, 1550 Alder 

Street NW, Ephrata, 509-754-4624

- Desert Aire Grocery, 122 Frontier 

Way SW, Mattawa, 503-932-4091

- Desert Aire Mini Mart, 103 Thunderbird 

Way S, Mattawa, 509-932-4300

- Hale’s Farm and Feed, 1510 Basin 

Street, Ephrata, 509-398-8554

- Main Street Hardware, 113 S. Main 

Avenue, Warden, 509-349-9906

- Quincy Hardware and Lumber, 23 E 

Street SE, Quincy, 509-787-0800

- Sportman’s Warehouse, 1020 N. Stratford 

Road, Moses Lake, 509-761-7200

- Walmart, 1005 N. Stratford Road, 

Moses Lake, 509-765-8979

- Walmart, 1399 Nat Washington 

Way, Ephrata, 509-754-8837

Fish continued from page 35
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weather was so bad that he caught more bow fishing the 
previous weekend than he did during the tournament.

He also said Moses Lake itself is very shallow in places and 
that can make it a challenging place to hunt.

“I enjoy going up there, and there is plenty of fish,” he 
said. “But there are lots of shallow, rocky areas in the lake 
and that can damage boats.”

Vansteenkist said in the last few years, he’s also seen a lot 
of bass in areas populated by carp, which is unusual, since 
carp tend to destroy bass spawning areas when the water’s 
warm enough for them to spawn.

“Carp are huge, violent fish when they spawn,” he said. 
“And they can spawn multiple times in a year. Not many fish 
prey on carp, and one female can lay 1 million eggs.”

While Moses Lake was originally stocked with carp 
to provide a food source, not many people eat them, 
Vansteenkist said, because they’re too bony and, as bottom 
feeders, aren’t very tasty.

“Parts can be super good,” Vansteenkist said. “I will eat 
catfish out of the river, but if I catch them in the mud, I will 
throw them back.”

Swartout said they are looking for uses for the carp caught 
in the classic — one company in Utah is trying to develop 
and market an organic fertilizer from carp. The carp caught 

at this year’s Moses Lake 
tournament will be 
used as bait for crawfish 
trappers, according to 
the Vansteenkist and 
Swartout.

“We’re not killing to 
kill, and they aren’t being 
wasted,” Vansteenkist 
said.

Swartout, who has become a bow fisher as a result of his 
organizing the carp classic, said he has plans for the event. 
He’d like to see it get bigger, maybe even become a two-day 
hunt, and possibly even the premier carp hunt in the state of 
Washington.

“We’re really excited for the tournament this year, a lot. 
We got some new sponsors, we got new people again,” he 
said. “I’m praying for good weather, we even have a chance 
of a possible TV show to come and do a show on it.”

Vansteenkist, who did not compare Moses Lake to 
Disneyland, did say he is pleased with how the Moses Lake 
Carp Classic is shaping up as a premier bow fishing event.

“I have no problem changing this to our biggest shoot 
each year,” he said. n

Left to right: Trevor Gibson, 
Gavin Wing, Ty Swartout and 
Colby Myers claim their wins 
of most carp and heaviest 10 

at the 2021 Moses Lake Carp 
Classic Tournament.

Sam Fletcher photo
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COUNTRY FUN

T
he veteran country group Lonestar will take to the 
stage Aug. 18 at the Grant County Fairgrounds. 
Lonestar is one of the headliners for the 2022 Grant 

County Fair.
Admission to the concert will be included in the $10 

daily fair admission, but a limited amount of VIP seating 
will be available also. Tickets for the VIP seating went on 
sale March 11.

Lonestar is well-known to country music fans, with 
multiple best-selling singles and albums. The band was 
formed in 1992 and had their first hit in 1996 with “No 
News,” the satirical tale of a man who keeps expecting 
his long-gone girlfriend to come back. Lonestar is 
probably best known for the 1999 song “Amazed,” off 
the album “Lonely Grill.”

Fairgrounds manager Jim 
McKiernan said the band 
was looking for a date in 
the Pacific Northwest this 
summer and the fairgrounds 
had the date and could pay 
the fee. A well-known act is 
more expensive, he said.

“But it was worth it,” he 
said. “That’s a big one for 
us. … I think part of our goal is to get bigger and bigger 
acts,” he said.

McKiernan said support from the City of Moses 
Lake and Grant County tourism councils helped attract 
better-known performers. Fair sponsorships also have 

LONESTAR TO HEADLINE 2022 GRANT COUNTY FAIR

The band Lonestar (from 
left, Keech Rainwater, 

Michael Britt, Dean Sams 
and Drew Womack) will 

perform in concert Aug. 18 
during the Grant County 

Fair. 
Grant County Fair photo



Columbia Basin Tourism Guide 2022  39

increased, he said.
Kameron Marlowe will perform in concert Aug. 19. 

Marlowe was a contestant on the musical competition show 
“The Voice” in 2018. His first single, 2019’s “Giving You 
Up,” is based on an incident in his own life, the breakup 
with his former fiancee. His new single is “Tequila Talkin’.”

Marlowe has played as the opening act for a number of 
country music stars, including Lee Brice, Dustin Lynch and 
Chris Young.

Marlowe’s concert also has VIP seating; tickets will go on 
sale on March 11.

Music is scheduled Wednesday through Saturday of 
fair week and will include three tribute bands on Aug. 
17. Jukebox Heroes covers the music of Foreigner, the 
1970s and 1980s rock band whose biggest hits include 
“Waiting for a Girl Like You” and “Double Vision.” The 
band Barracuda plays the music of the Seattle-based 1970s 
and 1980s band Heart, whose repertoire includes “These 
Dreams” and “Alone.” The band Stone in Love is a tribute to 
the 1970s and 1980s band Journey, best known for hits like 
“Don’t Stop Believin’” and “Who’s Crying Now.”

Fairgrounds officials are still working on performers for 
the Aug. 20 concert, McKiernan said. n



T
o get a feel for the sounds of sum-
mer, go to the pool.

Water splashing and toddlers 
laughing at the splash pad. The splat as a 
child hits the pool at the bottom of the 
waterslide and the sploosh as a swimmer 
jumps off the diving board and hits the 

water. Children shouting 
to their friends and moms 
telling them to walk, not 
run. The radio in the 

background.
After a couple of bumpy years, the 

pool will be open in Moses Lake for 
summer 2022. And in Quincy, Ephrata 
and Othello. 

The COVID-19 pandemic left every 
pool in Grant and Adams counties 
closed and dry in 2020, and with limited 

operations in 2021, 
although pools were 
open. With the 
pandemic receding 
pool hours and 
operation will be 
headed back toward 
normal.

Traditions were 
upheld, even in 
the face of the 
pandemic. It’s 
tradition for the 
Surf ‘n Slide water park in Moses Lake to 
open Memorial Day weekend, and it will 
again in 2022. Surf ‘n Slide is located at 
401 W. Fourth Ave. in McCosh Park. 

It’s traditional for the start of summer 

GET YOUR 

SWIM ON

Swim continued on page 42

Ethan Badajoz 
(foreground) 

takes a leap 
into the water 
at the Surf ‘n 

Slide water park 
in Moses Lake 

while his brother 
Jayden (back-

ground) watches. 
File photo

By Cheryl 
Schweizer
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COOL OFF IN 

ONE OF OUR 

LOCAL POOLS
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operations to be tied to the end of the school year in 
most communities and the pools in the Columbia Basin 
honor that practice.

The goal at the Splash Zone in Ephrata is to open on 
the same day as school is dismissed for the summer, said 
recreation supervisor Josh Johnson. The Splash Zone is 
tucked back in the park at 780 A St. SE. 

The Quincy Aquatic Center is scheduled to open June 
17, said Quincy recreation director Russ Harrington. 
The pool is in the middle of Quincy’s East Park, 724 F 
St. SE.

The Othello Community Pool will be open during the 
summer, but Opening Day hadn’t been determined at 
press time. The pool is located at 1135 E. Pine St.

But every summer must come to an end, and the 
pools will close with the end of swim season after Labor 
Day weekend.

Swimmers can ride a twisty-turny waterslide - ooh, 
that’s quite the splash - at every pool. Zero depth entry is 
available at all pools for small children who want to play 
in the shallows, or people who just want to go wading. 

Sometimes people just want to get 
drenched without the whole jumping-
in thing, and every pool has a toy for 
that. That’s what those mushrooms 
are for in Quincy, Othello and at Surf 
‘n Slide, and that pipey-looking thing 
at the Splash Zone that spouts water 
from - well, all over. Oh, that’s also 
what the pipey-looking thing at the Othello pool does, 
the one with the buckets. The Surf ‘n Slide has water jets 
at the pool’s edge and a splash pad.

There are plenty of other toys. People can try the 
concept of surfing on the Flowrider, and float around 
and around on an inner tube on the Lazy River at the 
Surf ‘n Slide. There’s a rope bridge at the Splash Zone. 

For people who want to dry off, Surf ‘n Slide has big 
toys for small children, a beach volleyball court and a lot 
of grass for people who plan to stay all day. Every pool 
has plenty of grass for people who want to spread out a 
blanket and enjoy a summer day. 

Swim continued from page 40

Swim continued on page 44

A boarder does 
a flip on the 

Flowrider at the 
Surf ‘n Slide 
water park. 

File photo
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Wine Tasting
2873 Wild Goose Rd. N.E.|Moses lake, WA 98837

Open April through October 
Fridays from 1pm-6pm, Saturdays & Sundays from 11am-6pm

Info@cascadecellars.wine | (206) 399-3105 
cascadecellars.wine | facebook.com/cascadecellars

52
08

27

EVERY KNIGHT 
JUST RIGHT!

KNIGHTS INN QUINCY 
912 F Street SW, Quincy, WA 98848

509-797-7001 | Fax: 509-797-7004 
www.knightsinn.com/quincy-wa

520660

The pool at the 
Quincy Aquatic 

Center is filled 
on a summer 

day. 
City of Quincy photo
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Every community pool has some 
special classes or events planned 
over the course of the summer. 
Harrington said Quincy officials 
want to sponsor a water safety class 
for families. Johnson said the Splash 
Zone may plan another “Paws in 
the Pool” event, allowing people to 
bring their dogs for a swim right before the pool closes 
after Labor Day weekend. A “Dive In Movie” is also 
planned at the Splash Zone, where people can take in a 
movie at poolside – or go swimming while they watch. 
The Surf ‘n Slide sponsors Mermaid University, where 
kids can learn the proper techniques for swimming 
with a monofin. 

All pools charge admission fees, which can be found 
on the websites for each city. n

Swim continued from page 42

Riders float 
around the Lazy 
River at the Surf 

‘n Slide water 
park in Moses 

Lake. 
File photo
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23921 RD T.1 SW Mattawa. NW of Roundabout

509.932.5020 
hours MON - THURS 8am - 4pm

FRI “Pizza Night” 8am - 6pm  • SAT 10am - 4pm

DIDDALYS
TIDDALY

HOT & COLD SUBS :: SALADS
PIZZA :: ICE CREAM DELIGHTS

GOLFING AVAILABLE 

7 DAYS A WEEK

RESERVE TEE TIME 509-787-4156

3 PAR COURSE

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Great course for walking, but carts are welcome

300 Days of Sun, 365 Days of Fun!

www.sunserra.com 

23572 Sunserra Loop NW 

Ste. 4, Quincy, WA

520821

LET'S GO 
CAMPING

• 65+ RV Sites Available
• Water & Electrical at most sites

• Bathroom facilities have 
showers

• Reservations not required
• Dry camp area available

For more information:
Adams County Fairgrounds

Othello, WA
509.659.3276

publicworks@co.adams.wa.us

22
80

41
©
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Whether its year round fishing, hiking, boating, hunting 
whatever it is, we encourage you to explore the Coulee!

grandcouleedam.org
509.633.3074

Rufus Woods Lake Roosevelt

Banks Lake

742 Basin Street NW, Ephrata • 754-3334
Museum Closes For The Season September 30th, 2021

Paid for by Grant County Tourism
519807

Take a walk through the past...
in Grant County’s Historical Museum, 
situated on 3 1/2 acres, a complex of 
38 buildings preserving the historical 

legacy of Grant County. 

The Historical Village comes to life 
at the Annual Living Museum. 

MUSEUM OPENS 
Saturday, May 7th for the 2022 Season

Closed Wednesday & Sunday

- Living Museum -
- Pioneer Day -

Following COVID-19 protocols. Masks Required

Celebrating our Milestones
Grant County Museum - 52 Years 

Grant County Historical Society - 71 Years

Swim Lessons begin June 27th! 
Email us at recreation@quincywashington.us
with scheduling, lesson, or rental questions.

Zero-Depth Wading Pool • Lap Pool • 3�  Kiddie Pool
Swimming Lessons • Two 120�  Water Slides

OPENS
JUNE 17th!

Recreational Swims Mon-Sun 1-4:30pm
Half Price Swims Mon, Wed, Fri 6:30-8pm

Lap Swim and H2O Aerobics Mon-Fri 12-1pm

City of QuincyCity of Quincy
AQUATIC CENTER

509.787.4158 ~ 725 F ST SE, QUINCY, WA
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MAY 21
Moses Lake Carp Classic
Enjoy hunting fish with a bow and arrow? Want to take advan-
tage of one of the last remaining outdoor events that is unlicensed 
and almost completely unregulated? Want to help improve the 
quality of the water in Moses Lake by taking out a bottom feed-
ing, algae nutrient-stirring invasive species? The Moses Lake Carp 
Classic is your hunt. Join bow fishers from across the state and 
the Pacific Northwest at 6 a.m. on Saturday, May 21 in Connelly 
Park for an all-day tournament. Prizes will be awarded for catching 
the biggest fish, catching the greatest number of fish and catch-
ing the most fish by weight, with a special prize awarded to anyone 
who catches a Koi or goldfish. For more information, contact Ty 
Swartout to 206-459-2342 or swartoutfamily@comcast.net.

JUNE 18-19
Moses Lake Airshow
Dads across the world like things that go “vroom!” So what bet-
ter way to celebrate Father’s Day than by taking dad to the 
Moses Lake Airshow. This year’s airshow is set for Saturday, 
June 18 and Sunday, June 19 at the Grant County International 
Airport, and will feature acrobatic demonstrations including 
Tom Larkin’s mini Jet, Kyle Fowler’s Go EZ Acrobatics Team 
and Mike Tryggvason’s 10G Aerosports. For more informa-
tion, including ticket prices, visit www.moseslakeairshow.com.

JUNE 18-19
Soap Lake Hydro Regatta
The 2022 Soap Lake Hydro Regatta will be held June 18-19. 
The yearly event features Hydroplane races on the lake where 
boats can hit speeds of 160 miles an hour on the straight-
aways. The event is free to the public with multiple locations 
where the races can be seen from (and even more locations that 
they can be heard from). The event, which took a 30-year hia-
tus, returned to the mineral-rich lake in the early 2010s.

JULY 4
George 4th of July celebration
The annual City of George 4th of July celebration is an all day 
affair starting with fun run in the morning called the Cherry 
Bomb Run. The city park is filled with vendors and booths sell-
ing anything and everything from food to handmade decor. Mid 
morning comes the parade and shortly thereafter is a several 
hour program that features a live band, local legislative speak-
ers and a flag ceremony. The event attracts people from all over 
the state, especially for the famous cherry pie (who doesn’t like 
pie?). The cherry pie has been made for the event every year for 
the last 40 years and is said to be the largest in the world. To close 
the day off, the city puts on a professional fireworks show.

JULY 8-9
Royal City Summerfest
“Backyard BBQ” is the theme for 2022. A car show, games 
and tournaments, the annual Glow Run Friday night, and the 
Summerfest Parade Saturday morning. Free admission.

AUGUST 16-17
Northwest Ag Demolition Derby
Rodeo arena at the Grant County Fairgrounds, 3953 Airway Drive 
NE. Heat races at 7 p.m. Two nights of dirt track racing, with 
specialty races including Australian pursuit, pickup truck racing 
and a small car demo derby, among others. Heat winners com-
pete for trophies and prizes both nights. Ticket prices TBA.

AUGUST 18-20
Moses Lake Roundup
Rodeo arena at the Grant County Fairgrounds, 3953 Airway 
Drive NE.  Action starts at 7:30 p.m. Three nights of classic 
rodeo, including bareback and saddle bronc riding, bull rid-
ing, barrel racing and team roping. Mutton busting (riding 
sheep) for children. Specialty acts featured each night. Ticket 
prices TBA. 509-765-6393 www.moseslakeroundup.com.

SEPTEMBER 14
Othello Demolition Derby
Rodeo area at Othello Fairgrounds, 831 S. Reynolds Road. Time 
trials at 5:30 p.m. Traditional kickoff to the Othello Fair and Rodeo. 
Heat races, trophy dash, powder puff and Australian pursuit races. 
Heat winners compete for trophies and prizes. Ticket prices TBA.

SEPTEMBER 16-17
Othello PRCA Rodeo
Saddle bronc and bareback riding, bull riding, barrel racing and 
team roping are among the events. The Othello rodeo also features 
the Wild Cow Ride, where teams must saddle and ride a wild cow. 
Ticket prices TBA. 509-488-2604 or www.othellorodeo.com

OCTOBER 8-29
Othello Straw Maze
6-10 p.m. Friday and Saturday nights from the second week-
end in October to Halloween at the Othello Fairgrounds, 831 
S. Reynolds Rd. Non-scary maze from 6 to 7 p.m., scary maze 
7-10 p.m. Presented by the Othello Rodeo Association. Spooky 
lighting, dark dead ends, unsettling noises – wait, is that a 
chainsaw? – encounters with creepy creatures; the straw maze 
has been scaring people for more than a decade. There’s an out-
door theater that shows a Halloween movie each night the straw 
maze is open. Admission TBA. www.othellorodeo.com.

There is always something 

happening in the Basin

EVENTS Note: This information is correct as of March 2022 
and is subject to change.
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